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India is stepping up its mari-
time presence in Sri Lanka
with a series of strategic in-
vestments and partnerships
in a bid to strengthen its eco-
nomic presence and counter-
ing China’s influence in the
Indian Ocean region.

Mazagon Dock Shipbuild-
ers’ acquisition of a con-
trolling stake in Colombo
Dockyard PLC recently is a
key move that has
strengthened India’s stake in
the Sri Lankan port ecosys-
tem. This move has been
complemented by the
Dredging Corporation of In-
dia signing an MoU with the
same dockyard for dry dock-
ing, repairs and fleet up-
grades. The developments,
when viewed against the
backdrop of China’s en-

trenched presence in the re-
gion, particularly its 99-year
lease over Hambantota Port,
signal steps to get a strategic
foothold in the region and
also secure its supply chain
in the uncertain times.

Analysts see this growing,
multi-layered Indian pres-
ence—spanning cargo hand-
ling, fuel logistics, and now
shipbuilding support—as a
strategic counterbalance to
China’s investments in Sri
Lanka’s port infrastructure.

GROWING FOOTPRINT 

Sanjeev Jain, Managing Part-
ner, Amicus Growth Ad-
visors, said, “Our growing
footprint in Sri Lanka’s lo-
gistics sector marks a stra-
tegic shift vis-à-vis China.
Also, seen with Adani’s con-
tainer terminal operations
and Indian Oil’s fuel ter-
minal, we see a multi-layered
Indian presence, from cargo

handling to energy logistics
and now shipbuilding sup-
port.” 

He added that India’s
presence is not just about op-
portunity, but also about se-
curing supply chains critical
for trade and expanding ship
repair and maintenance cap-
abilities in the Indian Ocean
region.

Ajay Srivastava, Founder,
Global Trade Research Initi-
ative, said, India’s growing
logistics presence in Sri
Lanka is welcome and signals
rising Indian influence in a
region where China once
sought to dominate port in-
frastructure. But India’s big-
ger priority must be fixing its
own ports. Roughly 40 per

cent of India’s container
cargo is still routed through
foreign hubs such as
Colombo, Singapore and
Port Klang because Indian
ports remain costlier and
less capable, he said. Vessel-
related charges at some In-
dian ports are about 40 per
cent higher than Colombo,
and limited draft prevents
many from handling large
container ships. 

The result is higher logist-
ics costs, longer transit times
and continued dependence
on foreign ports for Indian
trade, he added. India’s en-
gagement in Sri Lanka’s
maritime and energy sectors
is not new. Indian Oil Cor-
poration entered the island
nation as early as 2003
through its subsidiary Lanka
IOC, establishing a network
of fuel stations and a major
oil terminal at Trincomalee
Harbour.

India steps up maritime presence in
Sri Lanka, counters China’s influence
STRATEGIC MOVE. Aims to secure supply chain for trade and expand capabilities in the Indian Ocean region
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KEY INITIATIVE. Analysts see India’s multi-layered presence as
a counterbalance to China in Sri Lanka’s port infrastructure

Even as gold prices scale
record highs, the jewellery
market is showing a clear
split in consumer beha-
viour, one that is reinfor-
cing rather than weakening
the premiumisation trend.

Industry leaders say
rising prices have done
little to dent demand for
high-value, design-led
pieces. Instead, they have
sharpened consumer seg-
mentation. “Premiumisa-
tion and formalisation are
only gaining steam,” said
Arun Narayan, CEO of Tan-
ishq, pointing to a growing

cohort of a�uent buyers
who remain largely un-
fazed by price spikes. This
segment, he noted, is in-
creasingly driven by design
discovery and global expos-
ure, seeking pieces that
stand out rather than
simply store value. At the
same time, a more price-
sensitive middle class is be-

coming measured in its
purchases — opting for
lighter designs and maxim-
ising value. This diver-
gence is shaping what
many describe as a K-
shaped recovery in the
sector.

Joyalukkas has seen a
steady rise in average ticket
sizes, alongside higher con-

tribution from studded and
premium collections. “The
momentum is not purely
price-led,” said Chairman
Joy Alukkas, adding that
there is clear volume
growth in premium seg-
ments, driven by custom-
ers prioritising design,
quality and brand
experience.
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As part of the Amaravati
Quantum Valley initiative,
Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu
will inaugurate two state-of-
the-art quantum computer
test beds in Amaravati.

These cutting-edge
Quantum Reference Facilit-
ies will position Andhra Pra-
desh as the first State in In-
dia to host a dedicated
quantum test and certifica-
tion ecosystem. Developed
with indigenous technology,
the facilities will enable
testing and certification of
quantum computing hard-
ware for advanced technolo-
gical capabilities. The initi-
ative is expected to boost
research, innovation and in-
dustry collaboration in the
rapidly evolving quantum
domain.

The two quantum com-
puting testing and reference
facilities being inaugurated

in Amaravati’s Quantum
Valley are special in more
ways than one.

OPEN ACCESS SUPPORT

The facilities — Qubitech’s
Quantum Characterisation
Facility QU-414 and SRM
University’s Bharat
Quantum Reference Facility
— are the first open-access
support centres for those
working on the develop-
ment of quantum computer
components and for learn-
ing the technological know-
how of quantum computing
systems.

“We have built these fa-
cilities through a new model
of community sourcing of
components within India
from di�erent manufactur-
ers, including institutions
such as TIFR and DRDO,” L
Venkata Subramanian, CEO,
QBit Force, told businessline
here on Monday. The test-
bed and validation facility is
an open-hardware quantum
computer that allows its

parts to be disassembled for
fitting new components for
testing purposes.Local
sourcing of key components
helped bring down the cost
of the machine by almost 50
per cent to ₹15 crore, ac-
cording to Subramanian.
“Making the testing facility
available to developers, re-
searchers and even students
at an a�ordable cost is an-
other major benefit of these
facilities,” he said. For in-
stance, the use of a
quantum computing testing
facility in the Netherlands,
would cost €2,000 per day,
he said. Qubitech plans to
work out a�ordable revenue
models for the “democrat-
isation of quantum com-
puter testing and valida-
tion” by letting students
and professionals use the fa-
cility, said Prudhvi Pinnaka,
Founder and CEO.

The Bharat Quantum Ref-
erence facility will provide
test and validation train stu-
dents. 
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How quantum labs in Amaravati will
democratise deep-tech research


