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SHILLONG, MAY 10 /--/
At least 259 pigs have died in
Meghalaya's Ri-Bhoi district
this year due to African
Swine Fever (ASF), a senior
official of  the Veterinary
and Animal Husbandry De-
partment said on Monday.

"At least 259 pigs have
died in four neighbouring
villages in Ri-Bhoi district.
They had all tested positive
for ASF," Veterinary and
Animal Husbandry Depart-
ment principal secretary
GHP Raju told PTI. He said
45 pigs died on Sunday. As
per the department's live-
stock census, there are over
53,000 pigs in the district and
a total of 3.85 lakh pigs were
registered across the
state.The Veterinary depart-
ment first reported the out-
break on April 13 following
which instructions were is-
sued under the Prevention
and Control of Infectious
and Contagious Diseases in
Animals Act, 2009, banning
slaughter, movement of  pigs
and supplies at Umshorshor
village and within 10 km of
its vicinity. According to the
notification, villages under
one km radius surrounding
infected premises (epicentre
of disease) designated as In-
fected Zone and all villages
falling under 10 km radius
surrounding infected
premises (epicentre of dis-
ease) designated as Surveil-
lance Zone .

While movements of
pigs are allowed in the sur-
veillance zone, pigs are not
allowed to move to the in-
fected zones and handlers
are not allowed to move to
other pig sheds.(PTI)
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KOLKATA, MAY 10 /--/
Legendary actress Sharmila
Tagore is returning to mov-
ies after a gap of 12 years
with director Rahul
Chittella’s ‘Gulmohar’. She
will be seen alongside
Manoj Bajpayee, Amol
Palekar, Suraj Sharma of
‘Life of Pi’ fame and Simran
Rishi Bagga in the film.

A family drama, the
shooting of ‘Gulmohar’ has
been completed and the
film will be released in Au-
gust 2022 on
Disney+Hotstar.

Is it an irony that
Sharmila was last seen in
the 2010 Bollywood rom-
com ‘Break KeBaad’ star-
ring Deepika Padukone and
Imran Khan? Strangely,
Imran is no longer seen in
movies.

“After a considerable
gap, I am very happy to be
in the familiar and well-
loved ambience of a film
set. I agreed almost immedi-
ately to be a part of team
‘Gulmohar’- after the mov-
ing narration of this heart-
warming and beautifully
written story. It is a very lay-
ered and absorbing family
drama. And I am sure many
will enjoy watching it to-
gether with their loved ones
in the comfort of their
home,” said Sharmila, who
regaled the audience with
her powerful performance
in films like Aradhana and
Amar Prem.  Gulmohar re-
volves around the multi-
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KOLKATA, May 10 /--/
You have mostly heard
Manomay Bhattacharyya
and RupankarBagchi sing-
ing Bengali songs, but now,
the ace singers have teamed
up with Ujjaini Mukherjee
to form a Hindi band. Yes,
you read that right. Called
‘UMR’, the band was
launched in presence of leg-
endary pop singer Usha
Uthup and renowned music
composer Joy Sarkar in
Kolkata. Manomoy,
Rupankar and Ujjaini also

released their first Hindi
music video, Jab Barse Sona
at the event.

Composed by National
Award-winning singer
Rupankar, Jab Barse Sona
has been written by Ujjaini.
Uthup is confident that
‘UMR’ will work wonders
with the audience. “I am glad
that UMR has selected Hindi
because people around the
world can listen to some-
thing in Hindi. It is not neces-
sary to say which region we
come from,” said the veteran
singer, who started her ca-
reer in Chennai in 1969 at a

small nightclub called Nine
Gems.  It was Rupankar’s
idea during the lockdown to
float ‘UMR’. The moment
Ujjaini heard the idea, she
jumped into it. “When a
project involves Rupankar
da and Manomoy da, I would
always say yes to it. UMR will
essentially churn out origi-
nal Hindi songs,” she said.

Manomoy doesn’t want
to predict the future of ‘UMR’
just yet but come May 15 and
the band will perform their
originals at The Lake Club
in Kolkata.  “Kolkata has
been a hub of culture. The

Sharmila Tagore returns to mov-
ies after 12 years with Gulmohar

generation of the Batra fam-
ily, who are ready to move
out of their 34-year-old fam-
ily home. The moving out
triggers re-discovery of the
bond that holds them to-
gether as a family, while
dealing with personal se-
crets and insecurities. For
Manoj Bajpayee, who has
won the audience with his
act in the ‘Family Man’ se-

Singers Manomay, Rupankar,
Ujjaini launch Hindi band ‘UMR’

city has always welcomed
new concepts. We three
come from diverse musical
backgrounds and now com-
ing under one umbrella we
are going to explore a
unique genre of music”,
said Manomay. Rupankar is
hopeful that the audience
will enjoy the new offerings
of  ‘UMR’. “We have plans to
perform to only Hindi num-
bers - film, non-film and origi-
nals and reach out to the pan
India audience through our
live gigs and original compo-
sitions,” said the National
Award-winning singer.

259 pigs
died in

Meghalaya
due to ASF:

Official

SHILLONG, MAY 10 /--/
Tourism has the potential for
income generation in North
Eastern states, NEC secre-
tary K Moses Chalai said on
Monday.

"Tourism can offer the
potential for income genera-
tion in Northeastern states.
Income generation continues
to be a huge area of concern
despite massive
infrastructural development
here," the North Eastern
Council secretary said, ad-
dressing a roundtable dis-
cussion on 'Developing a
Framework for Seamless

ries, there are many reasons
to sign on ‘Gulmohar’. He
found the family drama
‘candid and relatable.”
Also, sharing screen space
with the veteran Sharmila
Tagore was an honour for
the actor. “What more could
I ask for? I hope that the au-
dience too will love it as
much as I love being a part
of it,” said Bajpayee.

AGARTALA, MAY 10 /--/
A man killed his wife by hit-
ting her with an iron rod and
then hanged himself at his
residence in a remote vil-
lage in North Tripura dis-
trict, police said on Tuesday.

Somen Nath, who was
suffering from mental disor-
der for some time, was hav-
ing lunch with his father-in-
law while his wife Sanjita
Nath was serving the food on
Monday. When his father-in-
law went to wash his hands
after finishing lunch, Somen
suddenly hit his wife with
an iron rod and she died on
the spot, Officer-in-Charge
(OC), Kanchapur police sta-
tion, Krishnadhan Sarkar
told PTI over the telephone
on Tuesday. When his father-
in-law came to the room,
Somen also attacked him, the
police said. "As the father in
law ran away from the spot to
save his life, the man rushed
to the kitchen and hanged
himself from a bamboo
pole," the police officer said.
The OC said preliminary in-
vestigation reveals, that the
man was mentally ill and
was undergoing treatment.
Sometimes Somen behaved
like a normal person while
sometimes he get furious
over petty issues. But we
don't know what exactly led
the man to kill his wife on
Monday. Police investigating
both the incidents," he
said.(PTI)

Man kills wife,
then hangs

himself

AGARTALA, MAY 10 /--/
Tripura Chief Minister
Biplab Kumar Deb on Mon-
day said agarwood-based
trade will boost the state's
economy and fetch Rs 2,000-
3000 crore turnover in the
next three to four years.

A business delegation
from Loas has come here to
explore feasibility of set-
ting up agar-based indus-
tries in the state, he said.

According to a study, the
northeastern state has 70
lakh agar trees, and the gov-
ernment plans to utilise the
resource for commercial
purposes as it has great de-
mand abroad.

Recently, our chief  sec-
retary and principal chief
conservator of forest
(PCCF) have visited Laos
and Vietnam to see the agar-
based industries there. To-
day, a team from Laos ar-

NEW DELHI,MAY 10 /--/
Even though India's overall
decline of fertility rate has
been encouraging, there are
wide inter-regional varia-
tions with five states still not
having achieved a replace-
ment-level of fertility of 2.1
-- the rate at which a popula-
tion exactly replaces itself
from one generation to the
next -- according to the Na-
tional Family Health Sur-
vey-5. These states are Bihar
(2.98), Meghalaya (2.91),
Uttar Pradesh (2.35),
Jharkhand (2.26) and
Manipur (2.17), according to
the NFHS-5 conducted from
2019-21. According to the re-
port, India has made signifi-
cant progress in population
control measures in recent
times with the Total Fertility
Rates (TFR), an average
number of children per
women, further declining
from 2.2 to 2 at the national
level between NFHS-4 and 5.

Poonam Muttreja, Ex-
ecutive Director of Popula-
tion Foundation of India,

ITANAGAR, MAY 10 /--/
Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu
Tuesday emphasized the
concept of pan-Arunachal'
as the only mantra for the
overall development of the
state and welfare of its peo-
ple.

He said dreaming and
working together taking into
consideration every tribe
and part of the state is the
only way forward.

Speaking at the valedic-
tory function of the first ever
Arunachal YuvaSamanvay',
organized by the state Youth
Affairs department at
Jairampur in Changlang dis-
trict, Khandu said the cur-
rent trend of thinking for
self and tribe first should be
reversed, an official
communiqu said here.

The trend of keeping the
interest of self first, then the
tribe you belong to and the
state last must be reversed.
We should keep the interest
of the state first, tribe next
and self last. Only then we
would grow as a state, he
said.

Khandu explained that
as the state has so many
tribes, who are culturally
miles apart, planning should
be based on the pan-

India's overall TFR declines but 5 states yet to
achieve replacement-level of fertility: NFHS-5

said, "Considering the huge
population size and pro-
found demographic diver-
sity in the country, context-
specific policy and
progammes will be needed
for states, passing through
different stages of the demo-
graphic transition."

"The country needs to
prioritise investment in pro-
viding quality sexual and re-
productive health informa-
tion and services, education,
skill building and gender
equality initiatives for the
young population. Our expe-
rience shows that targeted
social and behaviour change
communication campaigns
can address social norms,
harmful practices, promote
male engagement in family
planning, she said.

Between 1992-93 and
2019-21, the TFR declined
from 3.4 to 2. The TFR among
women in rural areas has de-
clined from 3.7 in 1992-93 to
2.1 in 2019-21. The corre-
sponding decline among
women in urban areas was

from 2.7 to 1.6.
The TFR varies from a

low of 1.4 children per
woman among Buddhists/
Neo-Buddhists to a high of
2.4 children per woman
among Muslims. The Mus-
lim community's fertility
rate, however, remains the
highest among all religious
communities, with the
Hindu community following
at 1.94 in NFHS-5.

In all NFHS surveys, ir-
respective of place of resi-
dence, the fertility rate
peaks at age 20-24, after
which it declines steadily,
the report said.

The number of children
per woman declines with
women's level of schooling.
Women with no schooling
have an average of  2.8 chil-
dren, compared with 1.8 chil-
dren for women with 12 or
more years of schooling.

The report also found
that the neonatal mortality
rate declined from 49 deaths
per 1,000 live births in the
five years before the 1992-93

NFHS survey to 25 deaths per
1,000 live births in the five
years before the 2019-21
NFHS survey.

The neonatal mortality
rates in the five years before
the 1998-99 survey, 2005-06
survey, and the 2015-16 sur-
vey were 43, 39, and 30
deaths per 1,000 live births,
respectively.

The infant mortality rate
declined from 79 deaths per
1,000 live births in the five
years before the 1992-93
NFHS survey to 35 deaths per
1,000 live births in the five
years before the 2019-21
NFHS survey.

During the same period,
the under-five mortality rate
declined from 109 deaths per
1,000 live births to 42 deaths
per 1,000 live births. The in-
fant mortality rate decreased
by 56 per cent over a period
of 28 years.

The decline in the un-
der-five mortality rate is
slightly higher than the de-
cline in the infant mortality
rate during this period.(PTI)

Pan Arunachal only mantra for overall development: Khandu
Arunachal concept so that
each tribe gets equal share of
development.

The concept of pan-
Arunachal should begin
from every individual, espe-
cially the youths, he said.

Hailing the success of
the Arunachal
YuvaSamanvay that began
on May 6 and attended by
youths from all the 26 tribes
of the state, Khandu an-
nounced to make the event
an annual calendar event of
the state government.

He requested Youth Af-
fairs Minister Mama Natung,
present at the function, to
submit a proposal in this re-
gard immediately for the
state cabinet to consider.

This is the best platform
for our youths, who will be
running the state tomorrow,
to mingle with each other,
know each other's culture,
earn and give respect, de-
velop brotherhood and sow
the seeds of pan-Arunachal
concept. This will be a solid
platform to take our unity in
diversity to the highest
level, he observed.

Khandu suggested that
each year the event be organ-
ized at a different part of the
state so that youths from
other parts of the state get

the opportunity to explore a
different part and tribe of
their own state.

We are such a big state
geographically. To top that,
we have about 26 major
tribes and more than 100 sub-
tribes residing here. We do
not know each other well. I
bet many of  you must have
travelled to the eastern part
of your own state for the first
time, he said and expressed
satisfaction that the depart-
ment dedicatedly worked on
his humble suggestion for a
common platform for youths
of  all tribes to come together.

In fact, the official con-
cept of  the YuvaSamanvay is
to offer a platform where
youths from all the tribes
come together to learn, en-
gage and empower them-
selves to ignite a sense of
belongingness, share their
passion and creativity,
which will nurture them to
create a brighter and a better
world. Reminding the
youths of their role and re-
sponsibilities, Khandu said
youths are the key player in
the process of development.

Empowered youth with
positive perspectives only
can develop their potential
and participate actively in
national development, he

said and assured that the
state government is commit-
ted to give youth solid plat-
forms to develop themselves
as well as explore and expose
their talents.

Under the Chief Minis-
ter's Talent Hunt pro-
gramme, Khandu informed
that the state government
has been sponsoring four
events annually - Arunachal
Got Talent, Arunachal Idol,
Miss Arunachal and Mr
Arunachal, providing a plat-
form to identify unique tal-
ents and give right push to
the youths who have the abil-
ity to break all notions
armed with new technology
and to empower them with
skills and resources to live
their dreams.

Khandu called upon the
youths to shun drugs and
help the government eradi-
cate the menace. He also
called for preservation of
the state's forests and wild-
life. Arunachal's first iden-
tity is our unique culture.
Our second identity is our
greenery our environment.
Yes we need development
but not at the cost of  environ-
ment. Youths must shoulder
this responsibility to main-
tain the fine balance be-
tween both, he added.(PTI)

Tourism has the potential to address
unemployment: NEC secretary

Tourist Movements to North
Eastern States of India'.

The two-day round table
discussion was organised by
a policy research centre at
the IIM-Shillong here.

The NEC secretary said
'Off-road' tourism has im-
mense potential in the North
Eastern Region and could be
exploited for attracting tour-
ists. IIM-Shillong Director
Prof DP Goyal emphasized
on the need to work at the
grassroots to understand the
challenges involved in de-
veloping a framework for
seamless tourist movement.

He said, "We need to have
dynamic, integrated portals
providing upto-date data to
help tourists travel
seamlessly across the North
Eastern Region. Policy re-
search centre coordinator
Sanjeev K Ningombam high-
lighted the lack of data
tracking of tourist and their
overall contribution to the
economy. "It is high time we
scale up the tourism sector
and encash its best potential
which can address economic
as well as social concerns of
the North Eastern region,"
he said.(PTI)

Agar trade to boost Tripura economy: CM
rived here to explore the
feasibility of setting up
such industries," he said
during a programme to
mark the 161st birth anni-
versary of Nobel laureate
Kabiguru Rabindranath
Tagore. Earlier, a huge
quantity of agarwood was
smuggled from Tripura as
there was no permission for
its trade from the state, Deb
said.

"I have got permission
from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to export
25,000 mt of agarwood. This
will go a long way in boost-
ing agar trade in the state.

"It will fetch Rs 2,000-Rs

3,000 crores for the state in
the next three to four years,"
the chief minister told one
of the agar traders, who
have come here. The man,
who is originally from As-
sam, has been staying in
Laos permanently to pro-
mote agar business there
and has an annual business
turnover of Rs 5,000 crore.
He wants to plant agar trees
and set up an agar-based in-
dustrial unit in the state, he
said.

During the past four
years, the state has made
"tremendous progress in in-
frastructure building", the
CM claimed.(PTI)

Moment of  Pride: Union Home minister Amit Shah presents the President's colours to the Assam Police.--UB Photos
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