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After opening one arm of  
Delisle road overbridge 
(ROB) connecting GK Marg 
with NM Joshi Marg, the 
BMC will now open the left 
portion of  the second arm 
connecting Lower Parel with 
Currey Road on September 
18. Sources said the BMC 
plans to open the entire 
bridge by the end of  Novem-
ber. 

As a mark of  token agita-
tion against missing several 
deadlines in the last five 
years, the Lower Parel 
Nagrik Uddhanpul Kruti 
Samiti took children on a pic-
nic to the bridge site. The citi-
zens’ body is demanding that 
the entire bridge be thrown 
open or they will stage a huge 
agitation. 

The BMC had assured to fi-

nally open the bridge by Au-
gust 31. However, the work 
was delayed due to various 
reasons, including concrete 
curing, strike of  water 
tankers and lack of  steel sup-
ply this year. After several de-
lays, the BMC opened up one 
phase of  the bridge on June 1. 
The mid-July deadline for the 
bridge towards NM Joshi 
Marg was extended to August 

15, which was further delayed 
to September.   

Samiti member Gaurav 
Sankpal said, “The BMC has 
given us six dates in the last 
six years. The portion which 
they are now opening before 
Ganeshotsav is only towards 
Currey road. But to return to 
Lower Parel we will have to 
take a long detour, which is 
very inconvenient and time-
consuming.” 

The ROB is a crucial link 
between Lower Parel, Worli, 
Prabhadevi and Currey Road 
in the west and Byculla and 
other areas in the east. It was 
shut on July 24, 2018, after be-
ing declared unsafe by the In-
dian Institute of  Technology 
Bombay. Its closure has incon-
venienced local residents and 
office-goers as traffic has 
been affected in the Parel, 
Dadar TT and Mahalaxmi ar-
eas for the last five years. 

Thane: The tool-both politics is all set to hot up 
with MNS office bearers protesting against the 
proposed hike at the Mulund toll booth on Eastern 
Express Highway at the entrance of Thane city on 

Wednesday afternoon. The Navghar police later 
detained the protesters but were warned of a bigger 
agitation if the state government refuses to revoke 
the hike proposed from October 1. 
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CCTV cameras will soon be 
installed to monitor the dis-
turbance in sensitive man-
grove forest areas. The deci-
sion was taken at a Mangrove 
Forest Protection and Con-
servation Committee meet-
ing at Konkan Bhavan on 
Tuesday. 

Konkan Divisional Com-
missioner Dr Mahendra 
Kalyankar instructed all gov-
ernment agencies to coordi-
nate their efforts and sought 
special efforts for prompt 
grievance redressal. It was 
decided that maps of  the 
mangrove forest area in Ma-
harashtra will be prepared 
every six months using satel-
lite high-resolution images. 
Preventive measures will be 
taken if  any changes are 
found in these images. Trans-
ferring the areas to the forest 
department was also dis-
cussed. 

However, environmental-
ists have expressed doubts. 
BN Kumar from NatConnect 
Foundation said, “This is the 

nth time that the High Court 
appointed mangrove protec-
tion and conservation com-
mittee has discussed trans-
ferring mangroves to the for-
est department.” He added 
that the court’s five-year-old 
order for the handover is be-
ing openly flouted and there 

has been no action whatsoev-
er against the erring govern-
ment agencies, except for is-
suing directives and dead-
lines. 

The latest deadline that 
was given to CIDCO was one 
month; nearly 1,200-hectare 
of  mangroves were to be 

handed over by October 30, as 
per information given by the 
state mangrove cell in re-
sponse to NatConnect’s com-
plaint to the Prime Minister. 
“The Chief  Minister passes 
our complaints to the envi-
ronment and forest depart-
ments for action and inaction 
is there for all of  us to see,” he 
said. 

“The mangrove committee 
is our last hope to save the 
tidal plants and it must act 
strictly now,” Kumar said 
and recalled the reminders 
that sound like tareeq pe 
tareeq (date on date). 

The meeting was attended 
by Additional Principal Con-
servator of  Forests (Kandal-
van) SV Ram Rao through 
video conference. The partic-
ipants included Member Sec-
retary and Deputy Conserva-
tor of  Forests (Mangroves) 
Anita Patil, Deputy Superin-
tendent of  Police (Home) 
Sanjay Sawant, Assistant 
Commissioner of  Police Ji-
tendra Javale and Deputy Re-
gional Officer of  Maharash-
tra Pollution Control Board 
Rupali Sonkamble.

Now, MSRTC 
tickets on 
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Maharashtra State Road 
Transport Corporation 
(MSRTC) passengers will 
soon be able to book their tick-
ets through the Indian Rail-
way Catering and Tourism 
Corporation (IRCTC) portal. 
The latter signed a Memoran-
dum of  Understanding (MoU) 
with the state transport firm 
on Wednesday. 

As per IRCTC officials, the 
MoU outlines a comprehen-
sive scope of  work and the fa-
cility is expected to be opera-
tional by the end of  this 
month. Detailed roles and re-
sponsibilities of  both IRCTC 
and MSRTC will be finalised 
to execute this project effec-
tively, the official said. 

IRCTC CMD Seema Kumar 
said she is enthusiastic about 
this integration with seam-
less access to last-mile con-
nectivity. Another senior offi-
cial said that MSRTC will pro-
vide the application program-
ming interface of  its online 
ticketing system to IRCTC for 
integration into the latter’s 
website and mobile apps at 
https://www.bus.irctc.co.in. 

Since its inception in 1999, 
IRCTC has continually 
evolved as a one-stop travel-
ling solution in India, officials 
said. They added that over 
75% of  railway passengers al-
ready book rail journey tick-
ets through this online portal.
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The first batch of  electric bus-
es will be inducted into the ex-
isting fleet of  the public trans-
port authority attached to the 
Mira Bhayandar Municipal 
Corporation (MBMC) on 
Ganesh Utsav. 

The MBMC has placed an 
order of  57 e-buses. While 32 
(midi buses) out of  the 57 elec-
tric buses will be 9-meter-long 
and without air-conditioners, 
15 will be regular non-AC bus-
es and remaining 10 will be 
air-conditioned buses. The 12 

and 9-metre buses will have a 
seating capacity of  39 and 31 
plus drivers, respectively. 

“We will shortly get the de-
livery of  five midi buses 
which will start plying during 
Ganesh Utsav. Routes are be-

ing planned accordingly. We 
are expecting to get the re-
maining midi buses next 
month,” confirmed 
additional municipal com-
missioner Aniket Manorkar. 

The e-bus project is being 

implemented under the aegis 
of  the National Clean Air 
Programme (NCAP) mooted 
by the Central government 
for improving air quality. 
Newly appointed civic chief  
Sanjay Katkar had recently 
inspected a demo bus to eval-
uate the performance of  the 
vehicle. 

At present, 71 out of  the 74 
diesel-powered buses operate 
on 18 routes which have an av-
erage ridership of  90,000 com-
muters per day as collections 
hover above Rs8.5 lakh. The 
addition will take the existing 
fleet size to 131 buses. 

As the ridership is witness-
ing a significant surge, every 
passing day, the civic admin-
istration projects the figures 
to cross the two lakh mark in 
the next three years. The 
MBMC has appointed a Pune-
based company to operate the 
public transport system on a 
wet-leased Gross Cost Con-
tract (GCC) model under 
which buses will be owned, 
maintained, and driven by a 
private contractor who will 
also pay for fuel (charging) in 
exchange for a fixed per km 
rate and generate income 
through advertisements. 

1st e-bus batch on Mira-Bhayandar roads by Ganeshotsav

BMC has missed several deadlines in the past 5 years; plans to 
open the bridge fully by Nov-end; Lower Parel Nagrik 

Uddhanpul Kruti Samiti stages token protest on Wednesday

Sept 18: A part of 2nd 
Delisle ROB arm to open

n November plan for entire bridgeJune 1 
Arm connecting  

GK Marg with NM 
Joshi Marg opened

Concrete curing, strike of water tankers 
and lack of steel supply this year

Mangroves to be under 
watchful eye of CCTVs

Mangrove Protection & Conservation Committee says it’s committed to 
prompt grievance redressal; environmentalists express grave doubts

The BMC has given us 
six dates in the last six 
years. The portion which 
they are now opening 
before Ganeshotsav is 
only towards Currey 
road. But to return to 
Lower Parel we will 
have to take a long 
detour, which is very 
inconvenient and  
time-consuming. 

Samiti member  
Gaurav Sankpal

Sept 18 
Opening of left portion of the 

second arm connecting 
Lower Parel with Currey Road 
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powered buses on 18 routes 

n Average ridership 90,000 
commuters per day 

n Fare collection at  
Rs8.5 lakh

Order 
placed for  
57 e-buses 

9mt  
long 32 
non-AC 
midi buses

15 regular  
non-AC buses 

10 AC buses

Project under 
National 
Clean Air 

Programme

Reasons for 5-yr delay 


