




11 COIMBATORE SATURDAY 03�06�2023

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  SW: Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 33 19 TDS
Colombo 31 26 LC
Dhaka 38 28 TDS
Dubai 37 27 SNY
Houston 33 23 SNY
Istanbul 22 17 LC
London 22 9 LC

Los Angeles 23 15 LC
Melbourne 14 9 HR
Moscow 12 5 HR
New York 19 12 LC
Singapore 32 27 TDS
Toronto 21 14 LC
Washington 28 13 LC

NINE
killed in an attack by Islamic State 
group-a�liated ADF rebels in DR Congo

PTI party prez Parvez Elahi re-arrested
LAHORE

THE President of  Imran Khan’s 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI) 
party Parvez Elahi was on Fri-
day arrested again minutes af-
ter a judicial magistrate here 
ordered his release in an em-
bezzlement case.

Elahi was a day earlier ar-
rested outside his residence in 
Punjab province in the Rs 70 
million corruption case related 
to the embezzlement of  devel-
opment funds allocated for the 
Gujrat district.

He was re-arrested by offi-
cials of  the Anti-Corruption 
Establishment (ACE) Punjab in 
a corruption case registered 
against him in Gujranwala, 

Geo News reported.
Judicial Magistrate Ghulam 

Murtaza Virk issued Elahi’s re-
lease order while announcing 
the verdict he had reserved on 
a plea seeking the PTI leader’s 
physical remand. “Parvez Ela-
hi should be released if  he is 
not wanted in any other case,” 
the verdict said.

Murtaza had reserved the 

verdict after hearing the former 
Punjab chief  minister’s case, 
where ACE Punjab requested 
the court for his 14-day physical 
remand. Elahi’s counsel Advo-
cate Rana Intizar informed the 
court that all documents relat-
ed to the projects were 
available.

“Anti-corruption watchdog is 
introducing its own law under 

which the judge hearing the 
cases will be of  their choice,” 
the council said, adding that on 
January 17, a payment worth 
Rs 360 million was made when 
Naqvi was the chief  minister.

Earlier on Friday, Elahi 
claimed innocence and said 
that he was a “supporter” of  
the Pakistan Army. Speaking to 
reporters before his appear-
ance in the court, Elahi said, “I 
am innocent and a supporter of  
the Pakistan Army.” 

Two cases have been regis-
tered in Gujranwala against 
former CM of  Punjab on the 
charges of  receiving kickbacks 
in awarding contracts while 
one case has been lodged in La-
hore against Elahi.   PTI

Pak anti-terrorism court gives bail to Imran Khan
Imran Khan on Friday appeared before an anti-terrorism court here and 
secured an extension to his pre-arrest bail till June 13 in three cases 
including an attack on a top military commander’s residence in Lahore. 
Imran, who appeared before the ATC Lahore, reiterated that he faces 
“serious threats” to his life. He appeared before the Lahore High Court 
to seek an extension to his bail in the murder case of PTI worker Zille 
Shah. The Lahore High Court has extended his bail in case till June 6.

China fumes as US, Taiwan 
sign trade agreement
WASHINGTON

THE United States signed a trade agreement on Thurs-
day with Taiwan despite opposition from China, which 
claims the self-ruled island democracy as part of  its ter-
ritory. The two governments say the US-Taiwan Initia-
tive on 21st Century Trade will strengthen commercial 
relations by improving customs, investment and other 
regulation.

The measure was signed by employees of  the unoffi-
cial entities that maintain relations between the United 
States and Taiwan, a centre for high-tech industry. They 
have no formal diplomatic ties but maintain unofficial 
relations and have billions of  dollars in annual trade.

The agreement is intended to “strengthen and deepen 
the economic and trade relationship,” the Office of  the 
US Trade Representative (USTR) said in a statement. 
The deputy USTR, Sarah Bianchi, attended the 
signing.

The Chinese government accused Washington of  vio-
lating agreements on Taiwan’s status and demanded the 
American government stop official contact with the is-
land’s elected government. Taiwan and China split in 
1949 after a civil war. The island never has been part of  
the People’s Republic of  China, but the mainland’s rul-
ing Communist Party says it is obligated to unite with 
China, by force if  necessary.

Chinese leader Xi Jinping’s government has stepped 
up efforts to intimidate Taiwan by flying fighter jets and 
bombers near the island. US and European politicians 
have visited Taiwan in a show of  support for its elected 
government.

“The US should stop any form of  official exchanges 
with Taiwan” and “refrain from sending wrong signals 
to the ‘Taiwan independence’ secessionist forces,” said 
Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson, Mao Ning.   AP

FRESH HEAT

Iran frees 1 Danish, two Austrian-Iranian citizens
BRUSSELS

IRAN on Friday released one 
Danish and two Austrian-Irani-
an citizens it had been holding 
after mediation by Oman, and 
they are being flown to Bel-
gium, Belgian Prime Minister 
Alexander De Croo said.

He added that he had in-
formed the governments of  
Denmark and Austria of  the 
release.

Vienna reacted with relief, 
naming the two freed Austrian-
Iranian men as Kamran Ghade-
ri and Massud Mossaheb.

Ghaderi is an Iranian-Austri-
an businessman who was ar-
rested in 2016 and later sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison for 
allegedly spying for the US, 

charges strongly rejected by his 
supporters. 

His family had criticised 
Austria for being silent on his 
case in recent years.

Mossaheb, also an Iranian-
Austrian businessman, was ar-
rested in 2019 and received a 

10-year prison sentence after 
what Amnesty International 
called “a grossly unfair trial for 
vague national  security 
offenses.”

Amnesty had said Mossaheb 
suffered from heart failure and 
diabetes, making his imprison-

ment that much more danger-
ous for him.

Thanking Belgium, Austrian 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Schallenberg said, “Our years 
of  diplomatic efforts to secure 
their release have borne fruit... 
Today is a very emotional day 
for all of  us.”

The Danish man, who was 
not immediately identified, had 
been arrested in Iran in No-
vember 2022 on the sidelines of  
a demonstration for women’s 
rights, De Croo said. 

“Belgium is currently organ-
ising their evacuation via 
Oman to Belgium” after medi-
cal examinations, he added. 

Iranian state media did not 
immediately acknowledge a re-
lease on Friday. Agencies

Kamran Ghaderi Massud Mossaheb

Japan’s birth rate 
falls for seventh 
straight year
Tokyo: Japan’s birth rate 
declined for a seventh 
consecutive year in 2022 to a 
record low of 1.26, the Health 
Ministry said, adding to a 
sense of urgency in a country 
where the government is 
seen as too slow to take 
measures to address its 
rapidly shrinking and aging 
population. The average 
number of children a woman 
gives birth to in her lifetime 
fell to 1.26 in 2022 from 1.30 
a year earlier, tying the record 
low from 2005. The fertility 
rate is far below the rate of 
2.06 -2.07 considered to be 
needed to maintain a
population. Japan’s 
population of more than 125 
million has been declining for 
16 years and is projected to 
fall to 87 million by 2070. A 
shrinking and aging 
population has huge 
implications for the economy 
and for national security as 
Japan fortifies its military to 
counter China’s assertive 
territorial ambitions. AFP

Peace deal must include 
Russia’s withdrawal: US
Stronger Ukraine a prerequisite for talks with Kremlin, says Blinken 

HELSINKI

US Secretary of  State Antony 
Blinken said on Friday there 
can be no ceasefire in the war 
in Ukraine unless it is part of  a 
“just and lasting” peace deal 
that includes Russia’s military 
withdrawal.

Blinken said “a ceasefire that 
simply freezes current lines in 
place — and enables Putin to 
consolidate control over the 
territory he has seized, and 
rest, rearm, and reattack — 
that is not a just and lasting 
peace.” 

Russia must also pay a share 
of  Ukraine’s reconstruction 
and be held accountable for 
launching its full-scale inva-
sion of  its neighbour in Febru-
ary 2022, Blinken said in a 
speech during a visit to 
Finland.

Allowing Moscow to keep 
one-fifth of  Ukraine territory it 
has occupied would send the 
wrong message to Russia and to 
“other would-be aggressors 
around the world,” according to 
Blinken. Washington is ready 
to support peace efforts by oth-
er countries, he said. But any 
peace agreement must uphold 
the principles of  sovereignty, 
ter ritorial  inte g rity and 
independence.

“When you look at President 
Putin’s long-term strategic 
aims and objectives, there is no 
question: Russia is significant-
ly worse off  today than it was 

before the full-scale invasion,” 
Blinken said at Helsinki City 
Hall before a stage of  US flags. 

“Where Putin aimed to 
project strength, he has re-
vealed weakness. Where he in-
tended to divide, he has unit-
ed,” he said. 

America’s top diplomat in-
sisted that a strong Ukraine 
was a prerequisite for talks 
with Russia, hoping to preempt 

pressure for a quick ceasefire 
that he warned would bring 
only a “Potemkin” or fake 
peace. 

“Precisely because we have 
no illusions about Putin’s aspi-
rations, we believe the prereq-
uisite for meaningful diploma-
cy and real peace is a stronger 
Ukraine — capable of  deterring 
and defending any future ag-
gression,” Blinken said.  AFP

Ukraine says downed all missiles in new attacks
Kyiv: Ukraine said on Friday it destroyed all 15 missiles and 21 drones 
from a new wave of overnight attacks in Kyiv. “The occupiers don’t stop 
trying to terrorise the capital of Ukraine with attack drones and 
missiles,” the air force said. “All 15 cruise missiles and 21 attack drones 
were destroyed,” it added.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrives to board an aircraft at Helsinki Vantaa 
Airport in Vantaa, Finland on Friday |  AFP
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