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and its allies has 
been sounded
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Total 
seats 
230
Reserved 
for SCs
35
Reserved 
for STs
47

Total voters
5,60,60,925
Service voters
75,304
Voters as per 
electoral rolls
5,61,36,229
First time voters 
11,29,513

Voters with 
disabilities 
5,05,146
Third gender 
voters
1,373
Senior 
citizen (80+) 
voters
6,53,640

Total 
booths  
in 2018

65,367

Total 
booths  
in 2023

64,523

MARK THE DATES

Oct 21

Oct 30

Gazette 
notification

Last date of 
nominations

Heartland Charged Up For 2023 Thriller

Bhopal: For the first time in
nearly four decades, the rul-
ing BJP is going into an as-
sembly election in Madhya
Pradesh without a chief  min-
isterial face.

In the historic 2003 polls,
BJP had named Uma Bharti
as the party’s CM candidate
as early as 10 months before
voting day. In subsequent
elections, the saffron party
never shied away from pro-
jecting incumbent chief  min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
and giving him a free hand in
deciding candidates and cam-
paigning. The party stood
rock-solid behind him. He
even had an opinion in decid-
ing the state BJP chief  — in
December 2012, a year before
the assembly polls, then state
BJP chief  and twice Rajya
Sabha MP Prabhat Jha was
removed and Narendra Singh
Tomar made the organisa-
tional head on
Chouhan’s recom-
mendation.

However, after
BJP’s defeat in the
last assembly polls,
the party seems to
have changed its
strategy for 2023. At
a press conference
here on August 20,
when Union home
minister Amit
Shah was asked if
Shivraj would be the BJP’s
CM face again, he said, “Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan is the
chief  minister and we are in-
to the elections. But it is our
party’s job (to decide who will
be the next CM) and the party
will decide.”

Additionally, Shah
brought a clutch of  senior
leaders from New Delhi for
election management in MP
— including Union ministers
Narendra Singh Tomar, Bhu-
pendra Yadav and Ashwini
Vaishnaw.

Many Aspirants
The second list of  BJP

candidates, it appears now,
came as a surprise to many se-
nior state leaders. Seven MPs,

including three Union minis-
ters — Tomar, Prahlad Singh
Patel and Faggan Singh Ku-
laste — were fielded, along
with BJP national general
secretary Kailash Vijayvar-
giya. At least four of  them are
potential CM faces.

Also, there is Union avia-
tion minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia, without whom BJP
wouldn’t have returned to
form the government in
March 2020. He may well be
fielded in the assembly polls
and is a strong contender for
the top post.

Sources in the party ex-
plained that to counter anti-
incumbency, the central lead-
ership has fielded big leaders,
hoping that they will not only
win their seats but also influ-

ence at least 10-15
adjoining assemb-
ly segments. Who
will be CM, de-
pends on the elec-
tion results and
the work put in by
each of  the heavy-
weights.

However, Shiv-
raj Singh Chou-
han is not one to
leave the battle-
field. He is the

state’s longest serving CM —
at 16 years, a record that is un-
likely to be broken.

Shivraj’s Trump Card
Chouhan is now playing

the emotional card with vot-
ers. In tribal-dominated Din-
dori on Sunday, the CM said,
“I want to ask you, am I run-
ning a good government or a
bad government… Should
Mama (Chouhan’s popular
name among the people) be-
come chief  minister or not?”
Not stopping here, Chouhan
threw the challenge much
higher and asked, “Shouldn’t
Narendra Modiji continue to
be the Prime Minister?
Should BJP retain power in
the state and in the Centre?”

The chief  minister’s com-
ments threw the party off-
guard but the state leadership
remained tight-lipped. On
October 1, at a public meeting
on his home turf  in Sehore,
the CM said, “Aisa Bhaiyya
nehi milega. Jab mein chala
jaunga, tab bahat yaad aaun-
ga. (You will not get a brother
like me. When I go away, you
will remember me a lot).”

With Chouhan ruling for
over a decade-and-half, his
party colleagues have been
waiting patiently for their
turn. Most hopefuls have
crossed 65 years of  age by
now. And with the central
leadership keeping mum
over the chief  ministerial
candidate, it’s a free-for-all.
BJP now has too many chief
ministerial aspirants, just
like Congress used to have in
the 2008 and 2013 assembly
elections.

My Turn, Perhaps?
On October 5, Vijayvargi-

ya said, “I have not come to In-
dore-1 seat just to become an
MLA. I will be given a bigger
responsibility by the party.”
Was Vijayvargiya hinting at
becoming the CM?

PWD minister and six
time MLA Gopal Bhargava,
has also thrown his hat in the
ring. He feels it is God’s wish
that he contest the assembly
election “one last time”. “My
religious guru has advised
me to contest. BJP is fighting
the election without a chief
ministerial face, so I decided
to contest,” he said.

In a way, the 2023 assembly
elections are a reversal of
roles for the BJP and Con-
gress. It was the Congress
which was usually faction-
ridden, where the party
would not name the CM face
and argue that its tradition
was to democratically elect
the leader after election re-
sults. This happened even in
2018 when the high-command
sent Kamal Nath as state Con-
gress president six months
before the elections. This
time, however, the Congress
seems united behind Nath,
and AICC general secretary
Randeep Singh Surjewala has
reiterated more than once
that Nath is the party’s CM
face. Even stalwarts like Dig-
vijaya Singh, former Union
minister Suresh Pachauri,
former PCC chiefs Arun Ya-
dav and Kantilal Bhuria have
accepted Kamal Nath as their

leader. It's BJP that has too
many chief  ministerial as-
pirants and says the party
will decide the CM after the
elections. Whether the
strategy pays off  remains
to be seen.

Multiple CM hopefuls
in BJP; Cong backs Nath After Bypoll 
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CHANGING POLL COLOURS OF MADHYA PRADESH
Cong 114
BJP 109
OTHERS 7

BJP 128
Cong 98
OTHERS 4

BJP 165
Cong 58
OTHERS 7Total 

Seats
230

Total 
Seats
230

Total 
Seats
230

Bhopal: Women and first-ti-
me voters will play the pivo-
tal role in the upcoming as-
sembly elections. 

Sex ratio has increased
from 917 in 2018 assembly
elections to 945 in this assem-
bly election, women voters
outnumber males in at least
29 constituencies. This was
only in 19 constituencies till
August 2 this year when draft
electoral rolls were publis-
hed and in 2018 assembly
elections there were only 10
constituencies where female
voters outnumbered men. 

Similarly, if  young or
first-time voters are conside-
red, while overall difference
between the vote share per-

centage of  BJP and Congress
was only 0.13% in 2018 polls,
first time voters aged betwe-
en 18-19 years constitute

3.98% of  the electorate.
Overall, there are a total

of  22.36 lakh first time voters
in the state and the differen-

ce of  votes of  BJP and INC
was only 47,827 in 2018 assem-
bly elections.

These factors could be at-

tributed to the prominence
of  women and youth centric
schemes and pre-poll anno-
uncements by both the oppo-
sition as well as the ruling
party. Like the cash strapped
government has announced
freebie of  Ladli Behna Yoja-
na a scheme where Rs 1000
was provided to the women,
then increased to Rs 1,250
with a promise of  increasing
to Rs 3000. Similarly schemes
like opposition parties anno-
uncing unemployment allo-
wances as pre-poll promises
and ruling party launching
schemes like ‘Seekho Kamao
Yojana’ a scheme aimed at
state sponsored paid interns-
hip for youth, could be attri-
buted to the importance of
the young voters in the upco-
ming assembly elections. 

Women hold key to victory on seats that matter
the most, first-time voters set to take poll position

Amarjeet.Singh1
@timesgroup.com

GENDER RATIO

FIRST TIMERS’ SAY MATTERS
First time 
voters in MP: 
22.36 lakh

While the vote difference between BJP  
& Congress was only 0.13%, young voters 
constitute 3.98% of the electorate

Sex ratio of Madhya 
Pradesh: 933
Female voters 
outnumber male voters: 
29 constituencies
Gender ratio above 950: 
77 constituencies
Gender ratio  
above 1,000:  
19 constituencies 

917 
in 2018

945  
in 2023

WOMEN POWER

Bhopal: Posters, banners,
hoardings and other materi-
als were removed since the
Model Code of  Conduct was
enforced here on Monday.
Bhopal Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) took down hund-
reds of  government adverti-
sements across the city.

As the election model co-
de of  came into effect on
Monday, permissions from
the SDM would be required
before playing DJ music.
Bhopal collector also issued
orders under section 144. 

Playing ‘band-baja’ and
DJ without permission will
be confiscated. All the arms
licenses of  the district have
been suspended. Those spre-
ading rumors through soci-
al media and other means
during elections will be de-
alt with strictly. IT depart-
ment team of  the district
election will keep a watch on
social media. 

Candidates and leaders
will have to take permis-
sion from the additional
collector if  they hold vehi-
cle rallies, processions or
public meetings at more
than one place.

Political posters &
banners removed,

no DJs without nod
A Moeed FaruquiTIMES NEWS NETWORK

 ➤No DJ music without  
SDM permission

 ➤No leaves for  
govt employees

 ➤Govt offices to remain 
open even on public holidays

 ➤ Info on new tenants 
& public events must be 
shared with cops

 ➤Hotel & lodges to provide 
daily visitors’ record

 ➤Photos of public 
representatives to be removed 
from all govt websites & apps

 ➤Complain about alcohol, 
money distribution can be 
made on Cvigil app and 
1905; Action will be taken 
within 100 minutes

CODE DECODED
Posters being removed in Bhopal 

Bhopal: It would be the first
assembly elections after the
implementation of  the Poli-
ce Commissioner system in
Bhopal. City police have
started making elaborate
arrangements to maintain
peace, law and order during
the elections. As the model
code of  conduct came into
effect, senior city officials
held a meet to discuss secu-
rity arrangements. A flag
march was taken out in 35
four-wheelers of  police in-
cluding Rudra and Vajra
riot control vehicles. A force
of  around 300 police officers
and personnel took part in
the flag march. 

Police Commissioner
Harinarayanchari Mishra
led the march. Senior offi-
cers including collector
Asheesh Singh, additional
commissioner Awadhesh
Goswami, additional com-
missioner Anurag Shar-
ma, DCPs, additional
DCPs, ACPs and SHOs we-
re present. It was conduc-
ted with an aim to build an
environment of  security
among the people and trust
towards police.

Flag march with
Rudra & Vajra, cops

issue traffic advisory

Flag march in Bhopal on Monday

A Moeed FaruquiTIMES NEWS NETWORK

Follow The Code: Sec 144 In City, Band-Bajas To Go Silent

Bhopal: City traffic police
have issued an advisory to
people to remove hooters or
sirens if  installed by them
on their vehicles. Police also
advised those vehicle own-
ers, who have written any-
thing except registration
number on their vehicle
number plates like any po-
litical post or any political
party sign which is not au-
thorised under the Motor
Vehicles Act, to remove it
without delay otherwise ap-
propriate action will be tak-
en against them under the
provisions of  the act. TNN

Hooters, party
symbols to go

off vehicles 

MP, Chhattisgarh 
Assembly polls: 
What’s in store?
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Should I Be
CM? Shivraj
Asks Voters
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@timesgroup.com

DANCE Of
DEMOCRACY

I thank the Election Commission. The 
election is the biggest festival of 

democracy... Political rivalry has its own 
place but decorum should be 

maintained in elections by all 
the political parties... BJP is 
all set for elections, we have 
dynamic leadership of PM 

Narendra Modi as he resides 
in the heart of MP and its 

citizens. All party workers are in 
the field with full dedication and I am certain 
that BJP will get its record victory this time
— SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN, CM

There is no lack of issues for elections, 
we have an ample number of issues. 

We are fully prepared for elections and results 
will be in our favour. People are 

against corruption by the BJP. 
We have a predicted seat like 
never before... Congress will 
register a spectacular victory 
in the polls. We will contest 

the elections under the 
leadership of Kamal Nath

— DIGVIJAYA SINGH, FORMER CM

Today poll dates were announced 
about which everyone was waiting for 

many years. It will be the day for 
teaching a lesson to those who 
abducted democracy and 
establishing the government 
of truth in the state. I appeal 

to all workers (of Congress) 
and people to get ready for the 

polls by keeping in mind the development and 
future of the state
— KAMAL NATH, FORMER CM

This is a much-awaited election and 
Madhya Pradesh has got the date of 

November 17...Each and every 
worker of the BJP is engaged 
in extensive planning for the 
election...BJP will win this 
election with a huge 

mandate under the 
leadership of PM Modi

— V D SHARMA, BJP STATE PRESIDENT

I want to thank the Election 
Commission. The workers of the BJP 

are ready for the elections. The 
results of these elections would 
be astonishing and no one 
would even know where the 
Congress is. We are going to 

win the elections in all the 
states with a two-thirds majority

— KAILASH VIJAYVARGIYA, BJP LEADER

People will take BJP out of power and 
prove that a huge change will come in 

the country in 2024.  The 8.5 crore 
people in Madhya Pradesh are 
ready to remove BJP. CM 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan is tired 
and retired

— RANDEEP SURJEWALA, CONGRESS MP

Bhopal: With the announce-
ment of  poll schedule for the
state, the model code of  con-
duct came into force with im-
mediate effect from Monday. 

“There are a total of  64,523
polling booths in the state and
on an average there are 869 vo-
ters per booth. Of  these bo-
oths around 17,000 are identi-
fied as sensitive polling bo-
oths and besides webcasting
and live telecast, central ar-
med forces will also be deploy-
ed at these booths,” chief  elec-
toral officer, Madhya Pradesh
Anupam Rajan said. 

Orders for removing pos-
ters, banners from govern-
ment, public and private par-
ties have been given, he said.
Pictures of  politicians from
government websites have
been removed, use of  loud-
speakers remained banned
between 10 pm to 6 am in the

state, he added.
“The ECI has also issued

some other instructions like
no minister could combine
his/her government tour
with election tour and no go-
vernment machinery could
be used for election purpose,
there will no monopoly in use
of  public places by political
parties, there would be no po-
litical activity at any govern-
ment property like rest hou-
se, etc, there would no adverti-
sements on state expenditure,
no representative can grant
funds under his discretiona-
ry funds,” he said.

There would be a complete
ban on transfers, if  anyone is
transferred but it is not ex-
ecuted then it would be on
hold. Transfers, if  necessary,
could only be done with EC’s
permission. If  any work or-
der has been issued but work
has not started then it will not
start, he said. 

Model poll code
comes into effect
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