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The Defence Procurement
Manual (DPM) 2025, re-
leased by the Ministry of De-
fence on Thursday, intro-
duces 25 per cent product
reservation for Micro and
Small Enterprises (MSMEs)
and relaxes eligibility criteria
for start-ups recognised by
the Department for Promo-
tion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT).

The aim is to spur innova-
tion and strengthen supply
chain resilience to develop a
globally competitive do-
mestic defence manufactur-
ing ecosystem through a
policy push. It also intends to
reduce regulatory
hindrances as the revised
DPM aligns with Ministry of
Finance and other Central
government procurement
norms. 

The move is expected to

enhance business visibility
for around 14,000 MSMEs
and over 350 defence start-
ups. It follows a directive
from the Ministry of MSME
that mandates all central
ministries, departments, and
PSUs to source at least 25
per cent of their annual pro-
curement from small
enterprises.

EXEMPTIONS PROVIDED

The DPM 2025 clarifies that
defence armament imports
will not count towards this

25 per cent target. Further-
more, major weapon sys-
tems, missiles, and military
equipment spares remain
outside the purview of this
reservation policy.

Responding to long-
standing industry demands,
the revised manual relaxes
the ‘prior turnover’ and
‘prior experience’ require-
ments for eligible start-ups,
provided they meet quality
and technical specifications.
Recognising their financial
constraints, both MSMEs

and start-ups are exempted
from bid security or earnest
money deposits (EMD).

In addition, all ease-of-do-
ing-business measures un-
der the iDEX and similar in-
novation schemes—already
incorporated in the Defence
Acquisition Procedure
(DAP) 2020—will automat-
ically apply to procurements
under the new manual.

FOR INNOVATION

The DPM 2025 introduces
three new chapters, includ-
ing Chapter 10 on “Promot-
ing Self-Reliance through In-
novation and
Indigenisation” to encour-
age the development and in-
digenisation of defence
items and spares through
collaboration between the
services, industry, academia,
and premier institutions
such as IITs and IISc.

Valued at approximately
₹1 lakh crore for FY26, rev-
enue procurements under

the new manual form a cru-
cial component of defence
spending. The manual seeks
to enhance fairness, trans-
parency, and accountability
while expediting decision-
making and eliminating pro-
cedural bottlenecks and
entry barriers.

For ease of reference,
DPM 2025 is structured into
two volumes—Volume I cov-
ering core procurement pro-
cedures across 14 chapters
and Volume II with forms,
appendices, and government
orders. 

Appendix D of Volume II
outlines timelines, suggest-
ing contract conclusion
within 18–19 weeks for
single-bid, 22 weeks for two-
bid, and 24 weeks for two-
stage bid processes. This has
been done to address long
procurement cycle which is
contrary to shorter shelf life
of new age technologies be-
ing inducted into the Army,
Navy and Air Force.

MSMEs get 25% quota in defence buy 
ENABLING ACCESS. Revised Defence Procurement Manual 2025 relaxes eligibility criteria for start-ups 
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EASING TERMS. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh; 
MoS for Defence Sanjay Seth; Chief of Defence Sta� General 
Anil Chauhan; and others at the release of DPM in New Delhi PTI 

As many as 19 passengers
were charred to death in a
bus accident near Kurnool,
Andhra Pradesh, early this
morning, and 12 sustained
injuries.

The accident occurred
when a Bengaluru-bound
private bus from Hyderabad
collided with a two-wheeler
at China Tekur near Kurnool
at around 3-3.30 am which is
believed to have caused the
fire. There were 43 passen-
gers, including two drivers,
in the vehicle.

The exact details of the ac-
cident between the two
vehicles is unclear.

EX-GRATIA ANNOUNCED 

According to eyewitnesses,
the passengers had little
time to react as the fire en-

gulfed the vehicle in
minutes. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed shock over
the accident. O�ering con-
dolences to the kin of the de-
ceased passengers, he an-
nounced an ex-gratia of ₹2
lakhs and ₹50,000 each for

those who were injured.
Andhra Pradesh Home Min-
ister announced an ex-gratia
of ₹5 lakh each to the famil-
ies of the deceased and ₹2
lakh to the injured.

STATE GOVTS RESPOND

The Andhra Pradesh govern-

ment has set up 16 forensic
teams to investigate, includ-
ing 10 to identify the
victims. 

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu, who is
currently on a tour of the
UAE, held a teleconference
with top o�cials and direc-
ted them to conduct an audit
of the fitness of the buses
owned by private travel com-
panies. 

Telangana Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy too held a
review meeting to assess the
damage and discuss rescue
operations. 

Both governments set up
control rooms to answer
queries from the kin of the
victims.

Andhra Pradesh Home
Minister Vangalapudi Anitha
said that a high-powered
panel will probe the incident
and submit a report to the
government.
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AFTERMATH. Health department sta� ready the bodies of 
the bus accident victims after the postmortem on the field 
near Kurnool NAGARA GOPAL 

19 dead, 12 injured in AP bus blaze 
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IIT-Bhubaneswar, ISRO
ink oceanic study pact 

Bhubaneswar:ISRO and 
IIT Bhubaneswar have signed
an MoU to foster collaborative
research and development.
The partnership focuses on
assessing physical and
biogeochemical oceanic
processes and shoreline
change dynamics along the
western Bay of Bengal, a
release said. PTI

With the global negotiations
on plant genetic resources
for food and agriculture
scheduled for November in
Peru (Chile), a group of sci-
entists from India have asked
the Union government to
take the lead in protecting
the interests of the Global
South.

A group, the Scientists for
Genetic Diversity, has sub-
mitted a memorandum to
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan ahead of the
11th Governing Body Meeting
(GB-11) of the International
Treaty on Plant Genetic Re-
sources for Food and
Agriculture.

The scientists highlighted
the critical impasse in nego-
tiations on access and benefit
sharing, emphasising that

the current voluntary system
has failed to compensate
biodiversity-rich nations of
the Global South for the bil-
lions of dollars in commercial
value derived from their ge-
netic resources. About 7 mil-
lion accessions have been
transferred under the multi-
lateral system. 

“These resources, origin-
ating mainly from the Global
South, have driven billions of
dollars in commercial value
for the global industries. Yet,
the corresponding payment

for this immense contribu-
tion has been minimal,” they
said. “We must lead the call
for a mandatory Milestone
Subscription System directly
linked to the commercial
turnover of companies util-
ising key crops. This is neces-
sary to replace the failed vol-
untary contribution model,”
they said.

SOVEREIGN RIGHTS

The scientists insisted that
the country’s sovereign
rights must extend to digital
sequence information (DSI),
or the ‘digital proxy’ of phys-
ical genetic resources. “Any
use of DSI must be subject to
mandatory benefit sharing,”
they said. The signatories in-
cluded Suman Sahai (Chair-
person, Gene Campaign),
Sarath Babu Balijepalli (Pres-
ident, Plant Protection Asso-
ciation of India) and Dinesh
Abrol (Coordinator, National
Kisan Commission).

KV Kurmanath
Hyderabad

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan

‘Ensure Global South benefits from
commercial use of its genetic resources’

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday announced
an initiative to help candid-
ates who do not qualify in the
UPSC finals to become civil
servants, enabling both
private and public institu-
tions to tap their potential.

Launching the Pratibha
Setu Portal while addressing
the Rozgar Mela via video-
conferencing, the Prime
Minister said the platform
will connect candidates with
new employment opportun-
ities, ensuring their hard
work does not go in vain.

“This optimal utilisation
of youth talent will showcase
India’s potential to the
world,” Modi said, noting
that the portal will allow in-
stitutions to engage directly
with highly capable individu-
als who narrowly miss selec-
tion for civil services.

UPSC EXAMS

As per the UPSC statistics, a
total of 14,627 candidates
qualified for appearing in the
Written (Main) Examination
held in September, 2024. Out
of these, 2,845 candidates
qualified for the Personality
Test. Eventually, a total of
1,009 candidates (725 men
and 284 women) became
civil servants. The pass per-
centage was just about 6.9.

Addressing the gathering,
the Prime Minister congrat-
ulated over 51,000 newly ap-
pointed youth who received
appointment letters for gov-
ernment jobs across the
country as part of the Rozgar
Mela. 

He described the occasion
as a “double Diwali celebra-
tion” — the festival of lights
coupled with the joy of new
employment.

“The nation’s youth are
full of enthusiasm, hard
work, and confidence. When
this spirit is combined with
the passion to serve the na-

tion, their success becomes a
victory for India,” Modi said.

Emphasising that the new
appointments represent
more than just jobs, he said
they are “opportunities to
contribute to nation-build-
ing.” He urged the recruits to
uphold the spirit of service
under the mantra Nagarik
Devo Bhava and work with
dedication and integrity.

ROZGAR MELAS

Modi highlighted that over
11 lakh appointment letters
have been distributed
through Rozgar Melas in re-
cent times, underscoring the
government’s focus on youth
empowerment. He said the
PM Viksit Bharat Rozgar
Yojana aims to create 3.5
crore employment oppor-
tunities, while initiatives like
the Skill India Mission and
National Career Service
(NCS) portal continue to
bridge the gap between
training and job access.
“Through the NCS platform,
more than 7 crore vacancies
have already been shared
with the youth,” he noted.

New portal to connect
UPSC aspirants with
alternative job avenues 
Dalip Singh
New Delhi

PM Narendra Modi virtually
addresses the Rozgar Mela in
New Delhi on Friday ANI 

Portal will allow
institutions to
engage directly
with highly capable
individuals who
narrowly miss
selection, said PM

Emphasising that clean air is
a strategic asset for busi-
nesses in Delhi, ReNew Co-
founder Vaishali Nigam
Sinha pointed out that pollu-
tion-related illnesses trans-
late into lost productivity,
absenteeism, supply chain
disruptions and overall repu-
tational risks.

As co-chair of the Finance
& Infrastructure Taskforce
at B20 (a forum that con-
nects business community
with G20 countries), Sinha
has been highlighting critical
conversations shaping
policies and investments on
the future of climate action. 

“Clean air is not a seasonal
luxury, it’s a strategic neces-
sity for businesses. A city
that breathes better works

better, attracting talent,
boosting productivity, and
reducing operational risks.
Companies must move bey-
ond compliance and treat air
quality as a core business
metric,” Sinha told business-
line. 

This means integrating
air-quality indicators into
ESG reporting and BRSR
(Business Responsibility and
Sustainability Reporting),
investing in innovation part-
nerships for clean technolo-

gies, and advocating policies
that accelerate EV adoption
and renewable energy trans-
itions, she added. 

‘SHARE GREEN INFRA’ 

Sinha, who also co-chairs the
World Economic Forum’s
Clean Air Alliance, suggested
that industry coalitions can
share infrastructure for
green logistics and pooled
solar solutions, creating
scale and impact. “Protect-
ing air quality in the National
Capital Region is not just
about reducing emissions,
it’s about safeguarding repu-
tation, unlocking consumer
trust, and future-proofing
growth,” she said, citing that
pollution-related illness and
lost productivity costs
around ₹10,000 crore annu-
ally in Delhi. 

Besides, the Chamber of
Trade and Industry (CTI)

has pointed out that worsen-
ing air pollution in Delhi-
NCR, coupled with stringent
restrictions under GRAP-4
(Graded Response Action
Plan), has severely impacted
businesses, resulting in an
estimated loss of ₹2,500
crore in November 2024.

“Delhi Businesses wit-
nessed a 20-30 per cent drop
in sales and foot tra�c with
consumers prioritising their
health and wellbeing during
November last year,” she
said. Every year Delhi’s
winter pollution turns into a
crisis, driven by structural is-
sues like crop burning and
increasing industrial emis-
sions. “Managing these re-
quire a theory of change that
goes beyond emergency re-
sponses to active transitions,
with businesses stepping up
as co-architects of clean air,”
Sinha emphasised.

Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

Vaishali Nigam Sinha,
Co-founder, ReNew 

Industry should consider clean air in Delhi 
a strategic asset, says ReNew Co-founder

Delhi’s air quality improved
on Friday, moving into the
‘poor’ category after remain-
ing in the ‘very poor’ cat-
egory for the past few days.
With rains predicted in the
next few days and fewer in-
stances of stubble burning,
citizens in the National Cap-
ital Region (NCR) may
breath better air this year at
least till mid-December.

According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), a fresh western dis-
turbance is likely to impact
the western Himalayan re-
gion and adjoining northern
plains between October 27
and October 29. 

“Under its influence, pos-
sibility of one or two spells of
very light rain/drizzle is

likely over Delhi during
evening of October 27 till
morning of October 28,” it
said.

AQI RECORDED

The 24-hour average (up to 4
pm) Air Quality Index (AQI)
was 275 on Friday, placing it
in the ‘poor’ category, ac-

cording to the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board(CPCB).
At 8 pm, pollution eased fur-
ther to 266 AQI, though,
Anand Vihar recorded the
highest AQI among all mon-
itoring stations at 400 at 8
pm. A day after Diwali, AQI
in Delhi had spiked to 359.

Only six monitoring spots

have reported AQI above 300
and below 400, which falls
under ‘very poor’ category.
Out of 38 monitored spots
from where AQI data is avail-
able, 28 places had AQI level
of 200-300.

In the NCR, Gurugram,
Sonipat, Noida, Greater
Noida and Ghaziabad repor-
ted air quality in the ‘poor’
category with AQI levels
between 200 and 300. But
Bahadurgarh was “very
poor” at 318 AQI, according
to CPCB data.

FORECAST

Forecasts from the Centre’s
Air Quality Early Warning
System (EWS) indicate that
Delhi’s AQI is likely to re-
main in the ‘very poor’ cat-
egory until Saturday, after
which it may fluctuate
between ‘poor’ and ‘very
poor’ over the next six days.

Prabhudatta Mishra
New Delhi

CLEARING THE AIR. An anti-smog gun sprays water to curb
pollution near the Kartavya Path, in New Delhi, on Friday ANI 

Delhi air pollution level drops, likely to
improve with rains expected next week

Karnataka has approved 13 in-
vestment projects totalling
₹27,607.26 crore during the
66th meeting of the State
High-Level Clearance Com-
mittee (SHLCC) on Friday.
The projects are expected to
generate around 8,704 jobs
directly.

The approvals include 11
new projects worth
₹27,228.51 crore, according to

Large and Medium Industries
Minister MB Patil. 

Among the new invest-
ments are SFX India Mfg Pvt
Ltd (₹9,298 crore, 806 jobs)
and JSW JFE Electrical Steel
Pvt Ltd (₹7,102 crore, 900

jobs). Other proposals include
Reliance Consumer Products
Ltd (₹1,622 crore), Schneider
Electric IT Business India
Private Ltd (₹1,520.75 crore),
and Grasim Industries Ltd
(₹1,386 crore).

Our Bureau
Bengaluru

Karnataka clears projects worth ₹27,607 cr 

Tamil Nadu plans to release
an Animation, Visual E�ects,
Gaming, Comics and Exten-
ded Reality policy at the
forthcoming India Game De-
veloper Conference 2025 to
be held in Chennai from
November 5 to 7. The AVGC-
XR Policy will come with a
fund allocation, sources ad-
ded. 

Gaming industry sources
note that while Karnataka’s
AVGC policy has been active
for about a year now, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Haryana,
Rajasthan have also released
policies, they added. 

For the last 16 years, the
India Game Developer Con-
ference has been held at Hy-
derabad and for the first time
Tamil Nadu will host it,
sources told businessline.

AVGC-XR is a sector that

sees a convergence of creat-
ive and technological fields,
and is considered a “sunrise
sector” with significant po-
tential for growth. 

“The Centre has a frame-
work on this sector while the
State government is adding
more to that through the
policy. Online gaming has
two categories - money and
non-money - with the Tamil
Nadu government’s focus
only on non-money,” the
source added.

INDIA AS A HUB 

The India Game Developer
Conference 2025 in Novem-
ber will bring together over
5,000 developers, publishers,
investors, and gaming lead-
ers from around the world.
Backed by leading industry
partners, the conference fea-
tures Investor-Publisher
Connect and a showcase ses-
sion to highlight India’s in-
novation and talent. 

TN to unveil policy for
animation, gaming in Nov 
TE Raja Simhan
Chennai

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Thursday said the
city is set to experience its
first-ever artificial rain
through cloud seeding with
preparations for the ambi-
tious pollution-control initi-
ative completed.

A successful trial was con-
ducted earlier in the day in
the Burari area, Gupta said in
a post on X. 

“For the first time in
Delhi, preparations have
been completed to induce ar-
tificial rain through cloud
seeding, marking a signific-
ant technological milestone
in the capital’s fight against
air pollutionAccording to the
weather department, cloudy
conditions are expected on

October 28, 29, and 30. If the
weather remains favourable,
Delhi is likely to witness its
first artificial rain on Octo-
ber 29,” her post read.

TO FIGHT POLLUTION

“On the test run,IIT-Kanpur
said, “This flight served as a
proving mission to assess the
capabilities for cloud seed-
ing, the readiness and endur-
ance of the aircraft, the func-
tionality of the seeding
equipment and flares, and
the coordination among all
involved agencies. There is
no evidence of any precipita-
tion, as the cloud cover was
minimal and the moisture
content was well below 15
per cent,” the report added,
noting that specially de-
signed flares were used to re-
lease both silver iodide and
sodium chloride.

Delhi to induce artificial
rain to lessen air pollution
Press Trust of India
New Delhi

Leather firms look to home
markets to beat US tari�s

Kolkata: India’s leather and
leather goods exporters are
staring at a 7-8 per cent fall in
shipments in FY26, owing to
the impact of US tari�s,
o�cials said. While exports are
projected to decline, industry
leaders are hopeful that robust
growth in the domestic market
will help o�set losses, and
could even lead to an overall
gain in 2026-27, the Indian
Leather Products Association
(ILPA) said. PTI
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