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India launches 
Air Suvidha 
2.0 nationwide

Venezuela 
earthquakes 
claim 164 lives
Caracas: Venezuela 
is grappling with 
one of the deadliest 
natural disasters in 
its recent history 
after two powerful 
earthquakes struck 
within a minute, killing 
at least 164 people and 
injuring 971 others. 
Acting President Delcy 
Rodriguez confirmed 
the updated toll on 
Thursday,  say ing 
nearly 30 aftershocks 
had followed the twin 
quakes, complicating 
rescue efforts across 
the worst-hit areas.
Rodriguez said the 
go v e r n m e n t  h a d 
mobilised resources 
n a t i o n w i d e  a n d 
appealed to the private 
sector to help procure 
rescue equipment and 
emergency supplies. 
She expressed hope 
that improved daylight 
v i s i b i l i t y  w o u l d 
accelerate search-and-
rescue operations. 
A national state of 
emergency has been 
declared, Maiquetia 
International Airport 
serving Caracas has 
been shut, and schools 
and non-essential 
activities have been 
suspended for the 
remainder of  the 
week. Interior, Justice 
and Peace Minister 
Diosdado Cabel lo 
said several cities 
were affected, with 
multiple buildings 
collapsing in eastern 
Caracas .  Medical 
personnel across the 
country have been 
directed to assist in 
treating the injured. 
T h e  e a r t h q u a ke s 
struck shortly after 
6 p.m. local time on 
Wednesday. According 
to the US Geological 
Survey (USGS), the 
first quake measured 
magnitude 7.2 after 
revision, followed less 
than a minute later by a 
stronger 7.5-magnitude 
tremor. 

New Delhi: India on 
Thursday launched AIR 
SUVIDHA 2.0, a fully 
contactless Passenger 
Health Self-Declaration 
Portal, to strengthen 
health surveillance for 
international travellers 
arriving from Ebola-
affected regions. The 
upgraded platform 
has been introduced 
jointly by the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation and 
Delhi International 
Airport Limited (DIAL) 
following the World 
Health Organization’s 
(WHO) declaration of 
the Ebola/Bundibugyo 
virus disease outbreak 
in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) and Uganda as 
a PHEIC. Officials said 
the portal, developed 
i n  co l l a b o rat i o n 
with the DGHS, 
enables international 
passengers to submit 
mandatory online 
health declarations, 
including their 21-day 
travel history, exposure 
details and symptoms, 
before immigration 
clearance. South Sudan 
and other neighbouring 
countries have also 
been identified by the 
WHO as high-risk 
areas for potential 
transmission. The 
upgraded system allows 
real-time sharing of 
passenger information 
with the Airport 
Health Officer, Bureau 
of Immigration, IDSP 
and State Surveillance 
Officers, enabling 
rapid identification of 
at-risk travellers and 
timely public health 
intervention.


