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Mohali: After an eight-year-
hunt, Mohali police have ar-
rested Gaurav Kumar, want-
ed for the double murder of
senior journalist KJ Singh
and his mother, Gurcharan
Kaur. Kumar was arrested in
Noida Thursday.

Kumar frequently
changed cities and jobs to
avoid detection and had
managed to build a new iden-
tity for himself, say police.
His employers were stunned
to learn that he was an ab-
sconder in a high-profile
murder case.

The “model worker” had
been promoted from securi-
ty guard to manager at a con-
struction firm in the last few
years and had married. But
police stayed on his trail. The
chase turned into a sprint in
the last 10 days when tips
from elders in his village
turned the cold trail hot. Ku-
mar was taken completely by
surprise when a team from
Mohali police’s “Proclaimed
Offenders Staff ” surround-
ed him. He has been brought
to Mohali and will be pro-
duced in court.

The Singhs were found
murdered at their home in
Mohali during the interven-
ing night of  Sept 22-23, 2017.
The killings sent shock-
waves across Punjab.

SSP Harmandeep Singh
Hans said sustained surveil-

lance and in-
telligence in-
puts finally
led to the ac-
cused. “The
motive of
murder was
spontaneous.

KJ Singh saw this man sit-
ting near the boundary wall
of  his house and asked him
to go away. The other man got
offended and entered his
house to kill him and his
mother,” Hans said.

Police identified Kumar
as the suspect and registered
a case at Mataur police sta-

tion on Sept 23, 2017. But Ku-
mar was nowhere to be
found. He was declared a pro-
claimed offender in 2022.

DSP Naveen Pal Singh
said that when the case was
handed to him, he and his
team began “connecting evi-
dence” and went to Kumar’s
native village. With the help
of  sarpanches and panches,
police traced him to Noida,
where he was caught. Singh
said, “He was traced to a con-
struction site in Noida. He
joined the firm as a security
guard and was elevated to su-
pervisor before being made
manager of  the project. Ac-
cording to his employer, his
conduct was very good...
They were shocked to know
that he is a double-murder
accused.”

After 8 yrs on the
run, man held for
journo’s murder 

Barinderjit.Saluja
@timesofindia.com

DOUBLE MURDER

New Delhi: The Union minis-
try of  education announced
on Friday that the order
changing the constitution and
composition of  Panjab Uni-
versity’s senate and syndicate
stands rescinded.

Panjab University’s deci-
sion to replace 59-year-old sen-
ate and syndicate with a small-
er, largely nominated structu-
re, triggered sharp political re-
actions in Punjab, with chief
minister Bhagwant Mann call-
ing it “unconstitutional.”

“It has been decided by the
ministry of  education that the
order changing the constitu-
tion and composition of  the
senate and syndicate shall
stand rescinded,” the ministry
said in a statement.

On the basis of  recommen-
dation of  a high-level commit-
tee constituted in March 2021
by the chancellor of  the uni-
versity and consultations
with various stakeholders,
the Centre had issued a notifi-
cation to modify the constitu-
tion and composition of  the
senate and syndicate of  the
university.

“After the issue of  the or-
der, various feedback were re-
ceived from stakeholders like
students, teachers, former
VCs and the current VC of  the
Panjab University. The govt
also considered the inputs re-
ceived in meeting with vari-
ous student organisations,”
the ministry added. TNN

Centre retracts
order to replace

Panjab Univ’s
senate, syndicate

Dehradun: The Uttarak-
hand HC has overturned
conviction of  a govt employ-
ee from Haridwar district
in an attempted suicide
case, observing “although
his sentence was minor, the
stigma of  conviction had
caused significant preju-
dice, impacting both his ca-
reer and mental health”.

A single bench of  Jus-
tice Pankaj Purohit, while
emphasising that “the
criminal justice system
must not add to the suffer-
ing of  those already under
mental distress”, quashed
the lower court’s judgment
against Kiran Kumar
(name changed), a Nagar
Palika Parishad employee
in Manglaur. He had been
convicted under IPC Sec-
tion 309 after two police con-

stables restrained him on
Feb 21, 2011, at his workplace
when he had poured kero-
sene on himself  while hold-
ing a matchbox.

The high court noted
legislative intent of  Section
115 of  Mental Health Care
Act, 2017, which presumes
anyone attempting suicide
is under severe stress and
should not be tried or puni-
shed under Section 309 un-
less proven otherwise. 

“This reflects a shift
from punitive measures to a
more compassionate ap-
proach recognising suicide
attempts as expressions of
mental distress. The lower
courts were duty bound to
consider this legal position
but failed to do so,” the
bench said. According to
the court, both trial and ap-

pellate courts had “me-
chanically” proceeded
without distinguishing be-
tween preparation and at-
tempt or considering the in-
cident’s context. 

“(The man) consistently
claimed he had been sub-
jected to workplace harass-
ment and severe stress due
to pressure from superiors
over his complaints against
them. These circumstances
lend credibility to his de-
fense and, at minimum,
raise reasonable doubt re-
garding the necessary
‘mens rea’ (guilty mind; re-
fers to the defendant’s state
of  mind) for section 309.
The trial courts overlooked
this crucial aspect, commit-
ting a manifest error in con-
victing the revisionist,” the
high court said.

Conviction In
Suicide Bid

Case Set Aside

Courts mustn’t add
to mental pain: HC

Pankul.Sharma
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HC said both trial and appellate
courts had ‘mechanically’
proceeded without
distinguishing between
preparation and attempt or 
even considering its context 

Nagpur: Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadna-
vis will inaugurate Saturday a 100-bed wom-
en’s and child hospital at Aheri in southern
Gadchiroli, marking a major milestone in pub-
lic health infrastructure for the tribal-dom-
inated pocket that was once a Maoist strong-
hold,reports Abhishek Choudhari .

The inauguration of  Women’s Hospital
and Newborn Baby Centre, built at a cost of  Rs
83 crore, is aimed at strengthening maternal
and child healthcare in one of  the most remote
regions of  Maharashtra. 

The opening comes amid intensified crack-
down that led to the surrender of  several re-
bels, including that of  Maoist top gun Malloju-
la Venugopal Rao alias Bhupathi along with
several cadres in Gadchiroli.

Collector Avishyant Panda said the hospi-
tal project represents a coordinated effort
between the state govt and district 
administration. “Civil construction was fund-
ed by the state govt, while the district adminis-
tration financed the equipment and furni-
ture,” Panda said.

The hospital will serve as a lifeline for five
southern talukas of  Gadchiroli — Aheri, Eta-
palli, Bhamragad, Sironcha, and Dhanora —
where patients earlier had to travel long dis-
tances to Chandrapur or Nagpur for advanced
maternity care. 

“With specialised services like C-sections
and neonatal critical care now available local-
ly, we expect a significant reduction in mater-
nal and infant mortality rates,” Panda said.

Spread across 13,460 sqm, the hospital is ex-
pected to handle hundreds of  deliveries each
month and offer 24-hour emergency obstetric
and paediatric services. It will also function as
a training and referral centre for local health-
care workers, enabling faster diagnosis and in-
tervention in complicated cases.

A former Red
bastion gets its

first women’s hosp

The hospital will serve as a lifeline for five south-
ern talukas of Gadchiroli where patients earlier
had to travel long distances to Chandrapur or
Nagpur for advanced maternity care

Mumbai: Bombay high co-
urt has allowed a 15-year-old
rape survivor who is going to
take her Class 10 SSC board
exams in March to undergo
medical termination of  an
over-27 weeks pregnancy.

Justices Revati Mohite
Dere and Sandesh Patil 
on Thursday passed the di-
rection on the girl’s pet-
ition, filed through her fa-
ther, seeking HC’s permis-
sion as she is beyond the 
24-week permissible limit
under the Medical Termi-
nation of  Pregnancy Act,
1971.

On Oct 31, the vacation
court directed the JJ Hospi-
tal dean to constitute a
medical board to examine
her and submit a report.
Other directions included
necessary medical facili-
ties in the event the child is
born alive and state govt to
process compensation un-
der Manodhairya Scheme.

The board’s report said
she was “27 weeks and four
days” pregnant and there
was “no gross lethal con-
genital anomaly”. 

The board opined that
“the continuation of  preg-
nancy would result in 
grave anguish to 
the girl while continuing 
the unwanted pregnancy”. 

The judges were in-
formed by advocate Swapa-
na Kode that the girl wanted
to appear for her exams in
March 2026. They also took
note of  the psychiatrist’s
opinion that she was sub-
jected to non-consensual
sexual intercourse by her
neighbour, and that she
would not be able to take
care of  the baby emotional-
ly, financially and socially.
It stated that she was bor-
derline intellectual func-
tioning and continuation of
pregnancy would pose great
risk of  depression, anxiety,
post-traumatic stress and
disruption of  psychological
development. 

The judges were in-
formed that the girl’s par-
ents were labourers. 

The high court directed
JJ Hospital authorities 
to “conduct the necess- 
ry medical procedure 
expeditiously, keeping in
mind the petitioner’s
health and safety”.

Teen rape survivor
can terminate 27-wk
pregnancy, says HC

TIMES NEWS NETWORK The board’s report
said she was “27
weeks and four
days” pregnant
and there was 
“no gross lethal
congenital
anomaly”

Hyderabad: A 25-year-old woman being treated
since childhood for her psychopathological fear of
ants died by suspected suicide in Telangana’s
Sangareddy on Friday, purportedly leaving behind a
note suggesting the phobia had taken its toll on
her, reports Siddanth Nair. Police said the

deceased, who has a three-year-old daughter,
dropped the child at a relative’s place saying she
needed to clean the house. Her husband found her
unresponsive when he returned home. “It appears
she noticed ants while cleaning and, out of fear,
took the extreme step,” an officer said.

Mom, 25, with ant phobia dies by suicide

Kanpur: A bike stunt by four
youths on Thursday claimed the life
of a 23-year-old woman on the
Ganga Barrage in Kanpur in Uttar
Pradesh. Bhavika Gupta, the victim,
had gone to the barrage with her
friend on a two-wheeler on Thursday
evening. Her family said she was just
a few metres away from the barrage
when four youths on two bikes came
speeding, and one of them rammed
into her scooter. Bhavika was
dragged for at least 50m, her family
said, adding the bikes were cruising
at 110 km/hr. TNN

Bike stunt by 4 youths 
kills Kanpur woman

Agra: Two constables of  UP
police were suspended for
allegedly stealing shoes
from a store in Agra after
the shopkeeper refused to
bribe them, reports Su-
deep Lavania.

Constables Kaushal
and Vishwanath, posted at
the office of  ACP Kotwali,
were assigned to probe a
complaint filed by the shoe
trader. Their role was to re-
cord his statement and pre-
sent it before the ACP. The
two contacted the complai-
nant and allegedly demand-
ed money to file a report in
his favour. When the trader
refused to pay, the duo took
four pairs of  shoes.

The trader later
submitted a complaint
with evidence on Agra po-
lice’s anti-graft helpline,
leading to a probe that “pri-
ma facie confirmed the alle-
gations”. The constables
were thereafter suspended,
and a departmental probe
was launched against
them.

Agra commissioner of
police Deepak Kumar said
investigation orders have
been issued against nine
police personnel, and fur-
ther action will be initiated
after the probe.”

2 UP cops
denied bribe,
steal shoes;
suspended
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Bareilly: After facing mont-
hs of  social boycott, the fami-
ly of  Muskan Rastogi, the pri-
me accused in Meerut’s ‘blue
drum murder case’ that hit
national headlines in March,
has purportedly pasted a ‘for
sale’ notice on their house
and plans to leave the city wh-
ere they have lived for years.

Muskan’s father Pramod
said, “We no longer wish to st-
ay in Meerut. We have got pai-
nful memories here... People
have boycotted us. This was
the first Diwali when no one
visited our home. My daugh-
ter (Muskan’s sister) used to
tutor kids, but now no par-
ents want to send their chil-
dren 
to our place. People don’t
want to talk to us anymore.”

After the murder of  form-
er merchant navy officer Sau-
rabh Rajput, the family’s jew-
ellery business collapsed and
Muskan’s sister lost her job.

On March 3, Muskan, 28,
was accused of  killing her
husband and hiding the
remains. Her lover Sahil
Shukla helped her in the
crime. On March 19, Sau-

rabh’s body — in a dismem-
bered state — was found in-
side a sealed, cement-filled
blue drum at his Meerut
home. The accused was ar-
rested after they returned
from a trip to HP. Both 
are lodged in Meerut jail.

Locals claimed “Musk-
an’s family started behaving
weirdly after the March inci-
dent”. Himanshu Kumar, a
resident of  Brahmpuri, said,
“I’ve seen Pramod beating
stray dogs. I confronted him a
few times, but he continues to
do so...” Another resident, Vi-
jay Singh, said, “Almost ever-
yone has stopped talking to
them out of  fear that police
might include them in the
investigation, if  they do so.”

Facing boycott, family
of ‘blue drum’ murder
accused to leave home

Muskan (R) and Sahil allegedly
killed the former’s husband and
hid his dismembered remains in
a blue drum at his Meerut house
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Chennai: A Senegal national, believed to be
the kingpin of a drug cartel operating across
India, was arrested in Delhi on Friday, reports
Sindhu Kannan. A special team of TN’s
Tiruvallur district police made the arrest with
help from Delhi Police after nearly 10 days of
surveillance in Delhi and Noida. 

Senegal national, a drug cartel
boss, held in Delhi
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