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900,000+
people have crossed Poland border from Ukraine since 
February 24, says Poland’s border guard agency

ALL THAT HAPPENED ON

DAY 11Kyiv: On Day 11 of 
war on Ukraine, 
Russian troops 

shelled encircled 
cities, and it 

appeared that a 
second attempt to 

evacuate civilians 
from the besieged 

port city of 
Mariupol had failed 

due to continued 
violence.

Ukrainian 
officials said 

shelling disrupted 
a supposed 

ceasefire 
beginning at 

noon local time, 
when an official  

said safe-passage 
corridors were to 

have opened.

The number of 
Ukrainianrefugees 
increased to 1.5 
million, and the 
Kremlin’s rhetoric 
grew, with Russian 
President Vladimir 
Putin warning that 
Ukrainian statehood 
is in jeopardy. He 
likened the West’s 
sanctions on Russia 
to ‘declaring war.’

Cheers as Russian plane 
downed in Chernihiv
�Onlookers in Chernihiv 
cheered as they watched a 
Russian military plane fall 
from the sky and crash, 
according to a video released 
by the Ukrainian government.

�In Mariupol, doctors made 
unsuccessful attempts to save 
wounded children and 
pharmacies ran bare, while 
thousands faced food & water 
shortage in freezing weather.

�Kyiv’s central train station
remained crowded with people 
desperate to leave. Frequent 
shelling could be heard.

Death toll uncertain: 
The death toll of the 
conflict has been 
difficult to measure. 
The UN human rights 
office said at least 351 
civilians have been 
confirmed killed since 
the February 24 
invasion, but the true 
number is probably 
much higher.

Health workers attacked: The WHO 
said it verified at least six attacks that 
have killed six healthcare workers and 
injured 11 others.

Food aid: The UN 
World Food Program 
says millions of people 
inside Ukraine, a major 
global wheat supplier, 
will need food aid 
‘immediately.’

1.5 mn refugees: Ukrainian 
refugees continued to pour into 
neighboring countries, including 
Poland, Moldova and Romania. UN 
refugee agency said 1.5 million 
people have left since fighting 
began.

Russian forces launched 
hundreds of missiles and 

artillery attacks across the 
country, including dropping 

powerful bombs on residential 
areas of Chernihiv, a city north 

of the capital of Kyiv.

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said Ukrainian forces were 
holding key cities in central and 
southeastern parts, while 
Russians were trying to block 
and keep encircled Kharkiv, 
Mykolaiv, Chernihiv and Sumy.

Onslaught continues, Ukraine holds ground

PUTIN THREATENS UKRAINE ‘STATEHOOD’
Blames Ukrainian leadership for war, slams their resistance to invasion | Evacuation planned from Mariupol fails
LVIV

RUSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin warned Saturday that 
Ukrainian statehood is in jeop-
ardy and likened the West’s 
sanctions on Russia to ‘declar-
ing war,’ while a promised 
cease-fire in the besieged port 
city of  Mariupol  collapsed 
amid scenes of  terror.

With the Kremlin’s rhetoric 
growing fiercer and a reprieve 
from fighting dissolving, Rus-
sian troops continued to shell 
encircled cities and the number 
of  Ukrainians forced from their 
country grew to 1.4 million. By 
night, Russian forces had in-
tensified their shelling of  Mar-
iupol, while dropping powerful 
bombs on residential areas of  
Chernihiv, a city north of  Kyiv, 
Ukrainian officials said.

Putin continued to pin the 
blame for the war squarely on 
the Ukrainian leadership and 
slammed their resistance to the 
invasion. “If  they continue to 
do what they are doing, they 
are calling into question the fu-
ture of  Ukrainian statehood,” 
he said. “And if  this happens, it 
will be entirely on their con-
science.” He also hit out at 
Western sanctions that have 
crippled Russia’s economy and 
sent the value of  its currency 
tumbling. “These sanctions 
that are being imposed, they 
are akin to declaring war,” he 
said. “But thank God, we 
haven’t got there yet.”  Ten days 
after Russian forces invaded, 
the struggle to enforce tempo-
rary ceasefires in Mariupol 
and Volnovakha showed the 

fragility of  efforts to stop the 
fighting across Ukraine.

Ukrainian officials said Rus-
sian artillery fire and airstrikes 
prevented residents from leav-
ing before the agreed-to evacu-
ations began. Putin accused 
Ukraine of  sabotaging the ef-
fort. A third round of  talks be-
tween Russia and Ukraine will 
take place Monday, said Davyd 
Arakhamia, a member of  the 
Ukrainian delegation. Previ-
ous meetings were held in Be-
larus and led to the failed cease-
fire deal to create humanitarian 
corridors for the evacuation of  
children, women and older peo-
ple from besieged cities.  AP

Participants during the rally by the International Literature festival ‘For your and for our freedom! Voices on the war in 
Ukraine’ in Berlin on Sunday |  AFP

Demonstrators take part in a protest rally for a Stop the War in Ukraine Global 
Day of Action, in central London, on Sunday |  AFP

Crackdown on media
New York: Russia on Sunday 
continued to block independent 
news outlets and arrest protesters 
to tighten control over what 
information domestic audience 
sees about the invasion of 
Ukraine. The addition to list of 
blocked media included 
Mediazona, a news site covering 
Russia’s police and justice system. 

Russia’s warning
New York: The Russian military 
warned Ukraine’s neighbouring 
countries from hosting its 
warplanes, saying Moscow may 
consider them a part of the 
conflict if Ukrainian aircraft fly 
combat missions from their 
territory. Russian Defence Ministry 
spokesman Igor Konashenkov 
charged Sunday that some 
Ukrainian combat planes had 
redeployed to Romania and other 
Ukraine neighbours he didn’t 
identify.

Mastercard and Visa 
suspend ops in Russia
New York: Mastercard and Visa 
are suspending their operations in 
Russia, the companies said 
Saturday, in the latest blow to the 
country's financial system. 
Mastercard said cards issued by 
Russian banks will no longer be 
supported by its network and any 
Mastercard issued outside the 
country will not work at Russian 
stores or ATMs. Visa said it’s 
working with clients and partners 
in Russia to cease all Visa 
transactions over the coming 
days. The announcements came 
within 16 minutes of each other.

EU leader says 
no to closing 
Ukraine airspace
Paris: European Union leader 
Charles Michel said Sunday 
closing Ukraine’s airspace could 
spark a world war. Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
has repeatedly called on NATO 
countries to stop the Russian 
onslaught on his country by 
imposing a no-fly zone. Western 
leaders have refused for fear of 
triggering a wider war in Europe. 
Deploying fighter jets over 
Ukraine could 'in current 
circumstances' be considered as 
'NATO's entry into the war and 
therefore risk World War III,' 
Michel said in an interview with 
the public broadcaster France 
Inter. Michel denied that 
economic sanctions against 
Russia constitute ‘a war of the EU 
or NATO against Russia.’ 

Putin hails meet 
to discuss safety 
of nuke plants
Moscow: Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on Sunday 
welcomed the idea to hold a 
trilateral meeting of the IAEA, 
Russia and Ukraine as “useful” 
and said it could be held by 
video link or in a third country, 
amidst growing global concern 
over the safety of the nuclear 
power plants in war-torn 
Ukraine. Russia’s armed forces 
earlier seized control of the 
Zaporozhskaya and Chernobyl 
nuclear power stations during a 
“special military operation” in 
Ukraine. Russia says its invasion 
of Ukraine by land, air and sea is 
a special military operation, 
which President Putin claims, 
without any evidence, is needed 
to demilitarise and denazify the 
neighbouring country.

Blinken vows 
US support to 
wary Moldova
Chisinau (Moldova): US 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken on Sunday pledged 
America’s support to the small, 
Western-leaning former Soviet 
republic of Moldova that is 
coping with an influx of 
refugees from Ukraine and 
watching Russia’s intensifying 
war with its neighbour. Blinken 
met with senior Moldovan 
officials who are appealing for 
international assistance in 
dealing with more than 120,000 
refugees from Ukraine that it is 
now hosting while also seeking 
security reassurances against 
potential Russian aggression. 
More than 230,000 people have 
fled into or passed through 
Moldova from Ukraine since the 
war began 11 days ago.

Israeli PM vows more Ukraine 
talks, even if prospects ‘not great’

Jerusalem: Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett on 
Sunday said his country had a “moral obligation” to 
help stem fighting in Ukraine, after shuttle diplomacy 
saw him visit the Kremlin and as hundreds of Jewish 
Ukrainians landed in Israel. Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett met for three hours with Vladimir Putin at 
the Kremlin on Saturday, before flying to Berlin to 

meet Chancellor Olaf Scholz. Speaking before his weekly cabinet 
meeting, Bennett said Israel would press on with diplomatic efforts 
“as needed”. “Even if chance is not great — as soon as there is a small 
opening, and we have access to all sides and the capability — I see 
this as our moral obligation to make every effort,” he said. 

Russian strike destroys Ukrainian 
airport, says Volodymyr Zelenskyy
Kyiv: A barrage of Russian missiles destroyed a civilian airport in 
Vinnytsia in Ukraine on Sunday, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said. 
“I have just been informed about a missile strike on Vinnytsia. Eight 
rockets... The airport was completely destroyed,” he said. Zelenskyy 
took the opportunity to renew his demand that Western powers 
enforce a no-fly zone over Ukraine to prevent more Russian attacks. 

TEXT/ PICS: AP

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 18 -1 SNY
Colombo 31 24 LC
Dhaka 34 20 SNY
Dubai 32 25 LC
Houston 19 9 LR
Istanbul 8 4 HR
London 7 1 LC

Los Angeles 22 7 SNY
Melbourne 20 14 LC
Moscow 0 -7 HR
New York 23 5 TDS
Singapore 31 25 TDS
Toronto 3 -2 HR
Washington 26 5 HR

More than 100 Rohingya 
land on beach in Aceh

Banda Aceh: More than 100 
hungry and weak Rohingya 

Muslims were found on a 
beach in Indonesia’s 

northernmost province of 
Aceh on Sunday after weeks 

at sea, officials said. The 
group arrived on Jangka beach 

near Alue Buya Pasi early 
Sunday. The villagers who saw 

the 114 ethnic Rohingya on a 
wooden boat helped them 

land and then reported their 
arrival to authorities, said 

Badruddin Yunus, the leader 
of the local tribal fishing 

community. “They look very 
weak from hunger and 

dehydration after a long and 
severe voyage at sea,” said 

Yunus, adding it wasn’t clear 
where the group was traveling 
from or where it was headed 
because none of them could
speak English or Malay. The 
58 men, 21 women and 35 
children were given shelter 
and got help from villagers, 

police and military. AP

14 killed in coal mine 
accident in China

Beijing: Fourteen people 
trapped in a coal mine that 

collapsed in China’s Guizhou 
province last month have 

died, local officials said on 
Sunday. The workers were 
trapped after the roof of a 

shaft at Sanhe Shunxun 
coal mine in Zhenfeng 
County, Bouyei-Miao 

Autonomous Prefecture of 
Qianxinan, collapsed on 

February 25. Rescue work 
finished on Sunday as the 

bodies of the trapped 
workers were retrieved. 
Further probe into the 

cause of the accident is 
underway. Mining accidents 

are common in China. 
However, the number of 

deaths has reduced in 
recent years. China is the 
world’s largest producer 

and consumer of coal. 
China’s mining industry has 

long been among the 
world’s deadliest with 

frequent mine accidents.  
PTI

A S I A  M AT T E R S

Tests on spy satellite 
confirmed

Seoul: North Korea performed data 
transmission and other tests needed 
to develop a spy satellite, the second 
in about a week, indicating it intends 

to conduct a prohibited long-range 
rocket launch soon. The moves come 
as North Korea has been carrying out 
a spate of ballistic missile launches in 
what experts call an attempt to add 
new weapons systems to its arsenal 
and pressure the United States into 

making concessions amid stalled 
diplomacy. AP

NORTH KOREA

DES MOINES (US)

SEVEN people were killed, in-
cluding two children, when a 
tornado swept through central 
Iowa, damaging buildings and 
knocking down trees and power 
lines, authorities said.

Emergency management offi-
cials in Madison County said 
four were injured and six people 
were killed Saturday when the 
tornado touched down in the 

area southwest of  Des Moines at 
about 4:30 p.m. Among those 
killed were two children and 
four adults.

In Lucas County, officials con-
firmed one death and multiple 
reported injuries.

Thunderstorms that spawned 
tornadoes moved through much 
of  Iowa from the afternoon until 
Saturday night with storms also 
causing damage in the Des 
Moines suburb of  Norwalk, ar-

eas just east of  Des Moines and 
other areas of  eastern Iowa.

Officials reported a number 
of  homes were damaged, roads 
were blocked by downed lines 
and tree branches were shred-
ded by the strong winds. Photos 
tweeted on social media showed 
downed trees, debris and dam-
aged roofs and vehicles. At one 
point, power outages affected 
about 10,000 in the Des Moines 
area.   AP

2 kids among 7 dead in Iowa tornado

MEXICO CITY

AT least 22 people were injured, 
including two critically, on Sat-
urday when fans brawled dur-
ing a soccer game in central 
Mexico. The match between the 
host Queretaro and Atlas from 
Guadalajara, the reigning 
league champion, was suspend-
ed in the 62nd minute when 
multiple fights broke out in the 
stands. Security personnel 
opened the gates to the field so 
that fans, including women and 
children, could escape the 
stands.

Players from visiting Atlas 
quickly fled to the locker rooms 
as did some from the Queretaro 
side. Other Queretaro players, 
including Uruguayan goalie 
Washington Aguerre, stayed 
near the bench trying to calm 
the fans.

After several minutes some 
of  the fights moved to the field 
where they continued punch-
ing and kicking. Some people 
were armed with chairs and 
metal bars. One fan could be 
seen pulling a knife to cut the 
nets of  one goal. Others de-
stroyed one side’s bench and 
some fought in the tunnel to the 
field. “So far there is no report 
of  deaths; 22 people injured, 
nine of  them taken to the hos-
pital and of  these, two are criti-
cal,” said the Queretaro state 
civil protection agency.

“The rest are stable. It should 
be mentioned that all of  those 
injured are male and at this 
moment it’s been confirmed 
that four were from the state of  
Jalisco.”

The league condemned the 
violence in a message on its 
Twitter account.  AP

At least 22 hurt in brawl 
at Mexican soccer match

Fans clash during a soccer league match between the host Queretaro and Atlas from 
Guadalajara at Corregidora stadium in Queretaro Mexico on Saturday |  AP/PTI
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