
Jaipur: Rajasthan’s over-
head public water tanks,
which are at least five storeys
tall or more, have been the site
of  tales reminiscent of  Vee-
ru’s suicide scene in Sholay.
Over the past year, the state
has witnessed people threat-
ening to enact their own dra-
matic exits by ascending
these tanks, and in some
shocking instances, actually
following through with it.

There have also been mul-
tiple instances of  protesters
climbing onto these towering
hulks to convey their griev-
ances to the government. So,
the state’s public health and
engineering department re-
sponded by deciding to make

structural changes to these
tanks and thwart protests,
blackmails, and suicides.

At the 612th meeting of
PHED’s technical committee,
way back on March 15, 2015, a
notification was issued to im-
plement safety features. Fast
forward to Wednesday, and
the department decided to

double down on safety mea-
sures for these tanks, official-
ly known as overhead service
reservoirs. According to the
updated notification, staircas-
es in newly constructed tanks
will start a staggering 4.5m
above ground. To access the
stairs, engineers and mainte-
nance workers will have to
channel their inner Veeru by
scaling them with a specific
type of  foldable ladder.

But what about the older
tanks where structural
changes may not be feasible?
They won’t be left behind in
this makeover. The notifica-
tion advises installing a gate
at the entrance to the stair-
case. Beyond this gate, only
PHED employees and work-
ers will be allowed access.

Rajasthan plans to keep
Veerus rooted to the ground
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DRAMA-FREE WATER TANKS

INDIA-CHINA BATTLE IN MALDIVES POLLS
AFP

SHAPING INDIAN OCEAN REGION GEO-POLITICS: Maldives gears up for presidential polls on Saturday.
The elections serve as a pivotal moment for assessing the country’s renewed ties with India, its traditional
ally. Incumbent leader Ibrahim Mohamed Solih seeks re-election, with India’s influence in the region at
the forefront of the electoral discourse. In contrast, his main rival, Mohamed Muizzu, has a track record
of close alignment with China. Muizzu’s campaign has launched an ‘India out’ initiative, pledging to
remove a small Indian military presence in the island. With India and China’s strategic interests at stake
in the tiny archipelago, the election is not just about leadership but also geopolitical choices
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New Delhi: With restrictions on ro-
ad movement for the G20 Summit
this weekend, Delhi Police will de-
ploy a mobile police station in central
Delhi to help people who want to lod-
ge a complaint or file an FIR. The ve-
hicle will also serve as a command
centre in case of  an emergency in the
area. This arrangement is likely to
continue after the global event, ac-
cording to police sources.

Explaining the features of  the
moving police station, a source said a
minibus has been modified and fitted
with CCTV cameras, a public add-
ress system and provisions for com-
puters, laptops, internet, walkie-tal-
kie and other accessories. It also has
a public display system that flashes
important messages, like dos and
don’ts during the G20 events. It has a
water dispenser and an LED Tv to
track developments too.

Other sources said the mobile po-

lice station will be a replica of  a regu-
lar one. "The officer in charge of  the
mobile police station will be of  the in-
spector rank, assisted by a duty offi-
cer, sub-inspector and investigating
officers as in a normal police station.
If  need be, more personnel will be de-
ployed," one of  them revealed. 

The vehicle has seating for four to
five people, allowing them to have
meetings in crisis times. In case of  an
emergency, the mobile police station
can drive to the spot and function as a

temporary police station for the loca-
lity. "It can receive complaints from
people, facilitating the start of  inves-
tigations. The facility will also come
in handy during law-and-order pro-
blems," the source added.

Areas where the mobile facility
will be sent include places with dis-
tant police stations or police posts. "It
will be operational all the time du-
ring the G20 summit, with the police-
men manning it working in shifts,"
the source said. 

Vehicle To Also Serve As Command Centre For Emergencies: Officials

Citizens FIRst: Mobile police stations
sup for G20 and beyond in Delhi
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New Delhi: Infrastructure
development, beautification
and maintenance ahead of
the G20 summit in Delhi has
collectively cost different
agencies involved in the pro-
ject Rs 511 crore. 

Delhi Police, New Delhi
Municipal Corporation,
Public Works Department of
the Delhi government, Delhi
Development Authority and
the union ministry of  road
transport and highways are
among the biggest spenders
on making the capital ready
for the prestigious interna-
tional convention. The heads
of  29 countries, including 19
member nations and 10 gu-
ests, will assemble in the city
for the two-day mega event
on September 19 and 20.

The capital witnessed
massive preparations ahead
of  the convention with seve-
ral central and state govern-
ment agencies joining hands
to beautify the city.

The major works carried
out by various agencies in-

cluded micro-surfacing and
blacktopping of  roads, road
marking, repairing of  street-
lights and footpath, installa-
tion of  missing street furni-
ture, fountains and sculptu-
re, horticulture works and
G20 branding.

According to the data ac-
cessed by TOI, Delhi Police
incurred a total expenditure
of  Rs 340 crore. The money
was largely spent on procu-
ring security gadgets such as
Russian Dragunov sniper ri-
fles, chain and bolt cutters,
drones, additional close cir-
cuit television cameras, and
cars for both local and traffic
police. NDMC spent Rs 60
crore, the contribution made
by PWD, the ministry of  road
transport and highways,
DDA, and the department of
environment and forest sto-
od at Rs 45 crore, Rs 26 crore,
Rs 18 crore and Rs 16 crore, re-
spectively.

MCD spent about Rs five
crore, while the ministry of
external affairs and military
engineering services toget-
her spent a meagre Rs 75 lakh

on preparations.
The issue of  expenditure

made by different agencies
snowballed into a controver-
sy last week with the Delhi
unit of  Bharatiya Janata
Party claiming that the Cent-
re had funded the prepara-
tions and the Aam Aadmi
Party government claiming
that its request for Rs 927 cro-
re had been turned down by
the union government.

In an interview to TOI
last week, PWD minister
Atishi had said that the mo-
ney expenditure on beautifi-
cation work had been borne
by PWD, MCD and the envi-
ronment department from
its own coffers.To beautify
Delhi, the government agen-
cies have placed over 6.7 lakh
potted plants, planted 42
lakh shrubs at 33 important
roads, built 150 fountains of
different dimensions at va-
rious locations, installed 100
sculptures, revamped 61 ro-
ads and 39 parks, beautified
17 flyovers, and removed
15,000 metric tonnes of  solid
waste.

Govt agencies spent `̀511Cr to
make Delhi summit-ready
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Adivision bench of  chief
justice Vipin Sanghi

and justice Alok Verma of
the Uttarakhand HC has or-

dered the
CBI to probe
the illicit
felling of
thousands
of  trees in
the Corbett

Tiger Reserve (CTR), re-
ports Pankul Sharma. 

While announcing its
decision on Wednesday, the
court took cognisance of  a
report published in TOI in
addition to a PIL filed by a
Dehradun resident that

highlighted the unneces-
sary deforestation.

It also directed state in-
vestigative agencies to “sup-
port the CBI in the case” after
it was told that though the
chief  secretary had been
asked a year ago to take ac-
tion against officials respon-
sible for cutting over 6,000
trees — and despite initia-
ting five inquiries one after
the other by it — there was no
action on the ground in the
matter.

The Court has ordered
the CBI to go through all the
details and take action
against those responsible.

6k Corbett trees cut, HC
orders CBI probe
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BANK - Default? NPA? 
Know how to handle NPA
& Revive Business. Don't
Pay Bank till we meet.. -
8928289070, 9619209993, 
www.npaconsultant.in     
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CAPITALVIA 
GLOBAL Research 
Limited- Investment 
Advisor is going to 
surrender its SEBI 
Registration Number:
INA200001512 and BASL.
Membership Certificate
Number: BASL1285. 
If  anyone has any 
grievances against it,
you can lodge your griev-
ances at scores.gov.in 

New Delhi: The restric-
tions in select areas of
New Delhi as part of  the
upcoming G20 summit
are expected to impact
scores of  retail busines-
ses and gig workers, who,
typically, depend on daily
incomes for sustenance. 

The Forum for Inter-
net Retailers, Sellers &
Traders (FIRST) has esti-
mated that about 9,000 gig
workers may have to for-
go their daily earnings
because of  the suspen-
sion of  commercial acti-
vities in certain areas un-
der the New Delhi Muni-
cipal Council (NDMC)
for three days starting
September 8. 

The 9,000 workers, co-

vering sectors, such as fo-
od, other consumables
and working at fulfil-
ment centres and opera-
ting within the NDMC
areas, earn around Rs 450
on an average per day, sa-
id Vinod Kumar, presi-
dent at FIRST. “We expect
the government to create
sanitised zones for ope-
ning markets to enable
deliveries and allow peo-
ple to shop,” Kumar told
TOI. Commercial estab-
lishments, such as malls,
restaurants and standa-
lone shops operating wit-
hin the NDMC limits,
will remain shut from
September 8-10. 

Also, online deliveri-
es of  products, barring
medicines, will not be al-
lowed within the restric-
ted areas. After weathe-

ring a sluggish few quar-
ters, the retail industry
was hoping sales to pick
up ahead of  the festive se-
ason but now stand to get
impacted by the curbs. 

Praveen Khandelwal,
national secretary gene-
ral, Confederation of  All
India Traders (CAIT), sa-
id that markets in areas
like Connaught Place,
Janpath, Khan Market
and Malcha Marg will be
affected due to the move.
Khandelwal said the mar-
kets collectively would
incur a business loss of
about an estimated Rs 100
crore due to the three-day
closure. Retail markets
across Delhi generate sa-
les of  about Rs 500 crore
per day on average,
Khandelwal said. 

Weekends account for

‘9,000 gig workers may
have to forgo daily earnings’

Asmita.Dey
@timesgroup.com

Guwahati: Alliance Air deboared 11 pas-
sengers from its ATR 72-600, Kolkata-
bound flight from Silchar airport, when
one of  them kept talking on the phone mo-

ments before take-off  despite the pilot’s
announcement and repeated requests by
cabin crew, thereby violating safetyproto-
cols.

Ten others were deboarded as they we-
ren’t ready to fly without the unruly flier,
Suranjit Das Choudhury(45).

The incident took place on Tuesday
and was reported to the Airports Author-
ity of  India (AAI) later that day.

Sources at the airport said the plane
was brought back to the bay from acceler-
ating mode to deboard the group mem-
bers.

“There were repeated requests by air-
hostesses but the flier, Choudhury, contin-
ued to talk on hisphone. In the meantime,
the aircraft started moving on the runway.
Ultimately, the matter was brought to the
notice of  the pilot, who also requested him
to cut the call. But he continued to show ar-
rogance and finally the pilot decided to
halt the aircraft and bring it back to the
bay,”an airport official said. 

The flier also argued and misbehaved
with the crew, the official said, adding
that the other members also joined him
and created a ruckus onthe plane. But the
officials refused to budge.

Flyers on call
during take-off: 

11 deplaned

New Delhi: New Delhi Municipal Co-
uncil (NDMC) has finalised two loca-
tions — community halls on Malcha
Marg and at Golf  Link — for accommo-
dating staff  (50 at each place) from Sep-
tember 8-10 during the G20 Summit.

Officials said that the arrange-
ments are for field staff  coming from
NCR areas and deployed on day or night

duties for security, cleaning of  roads
and footpaths during the summit. “The
list is under preparation. Some more lo-
cations have been identified and kept
on standby mode. Based on require-
ment, we will use them too. 

The staff  is given the option to stay
but it is not mandatory to use the facili-
ty," the official said. TNN

NDMC’s staff to stay in two halls

New Delhi: The Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
has asked its officials to be on alert
for the upcoming G20 Summit this
weekend and directed its team of
engineers around Bharat Mandapam,
areas under NDMC and Indira Gandhi
International airport to monitor the
sewage network. The authorities have
taken several measures to avoid
waterlogging in many key areas which
will be under strict monitoring for the
event. However, during waterlogging
episodes in the past, it has often been
observed that rainwater gets
accumulated on some roads. TNN

DJB puts officials on alert
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