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were felt some 375 kilome-
ters away in the Pakistani
capital of Islamabad.
Footage from Paktika

showed men carrying peo-
pleinblanketstowaitinghel-
icopters. Others were treat-
ed on the ground.
Oneresidentcouldbeseen

receiving IV fluids while sit-
ting inaplasticchairoutside
the rubble of his home and
still more were sprawled on
gurneys.
Some images showed res-

idents picking through clay
bricksandotherrubblefrom
destroyed stone houses,
someofwhose roofsorwalls
had caved in.
Thedeath toll givenby the

Bakhtar News Agency was
equal to that of a quake in
2002 in northern

Afghanistan. Those are the
deadliest since1998,whena
6.1 magnitude temblor and
subsequent tremors in
Afghanistan’s remote north-
east killedat least 4,500peo-
ple. In most places in the
world, anearthquakeof that
magnitude wouldn’t inflict
such extensive devastation,
said Robert Sanders, a seis-
mologist with the US
Geological Survey.
But a quake’s death toll

more often comes down to
geography, building quality
and population density.
“Because of the moun-

tainous area, there are rock-
slidesand landslides thatwe
won’t know about until later
reporting. Older buildings
arelikelytocrumbleandfail,”
he said.

Powerful quake kills 1,000...

The banks also issued a
LookOutCirularagainstKapil
and Dheeraj Wadhawan on
October 18, 2019 to prevent
them from leaving the coun-
try, they said.
The UBI has alleged that

KPMG, in its audit, red-
flagged diversion of funds in
the garb of loans and
advancestorelatedandinter-
connected entities and
individuals of DHFL and its
directors.
The scrutiny of account

books showed that 66 enti-
ties having commonalities
with DHFL promoters were
disbursed Rs 29,100 crore

againstwhichRs29,849crore
remained outstanding.
“Most of the transactions

of such entities and individ-
uals were in the nature of
investments in land and
properties,”thebankalleged.
It revealed that the DHFL,

in number of instances, dis-
bursed funds within one of
month, diverted funds for
investment in entities of
Shetty, loanswererolledover
without NPA classification,
repaymentsworthhundreds
of crores was untraceable in
bank statements and unjus-
tifiedmoratoriumonprinci-
pal and interest was given.

CBI books DHFL...

Aghadi (MVA) Government
tothebrink,partyMPSanjay
Raut on said the ongoing
political developments in
Maharashtra could lead to
dissolution of the State
Assembly.
The Sena strongman

Eknath Shinde, a Cabinet
Minister, said the MVA,
formed in November 2019,
was beneficial only to
alliance partners the
CongressandtheNCP,while
ordinary Shiv Sainiks have
suffered the most in the last
two-and-a-half years of the
coalition’s existence.
“It is necessary to quit the

unnatural alliance for the
sake of Shiv Sainiks and the
Shiv Sena. It is important to
take a decision in the inter-
estof thestate,”Shinde,who
is camping in Guwahati
alongwith rebel SenaMLAs,
tweeted.
HistweetswereinMarathi

with #Hindutvaforever.
Shinde maintained that

while the NCP and the
Congress were growing
strongerintheMVAalliance,
the Shiv Sena, which heads
the governing bloc, and its
workers were getting sys-
tematically weakened.
Shinde, who has appoint-

ed his own chief whip of the
Sena legislature, said he has
46 MLAs supporting him. “I
havemore numbers (of Shiv
SenaMLAs) thanneeded (to
forma separate group in the
Assembly without inviting
the anti-defection law pro-
visions),” he told a Marathi
TVchannel.TheSenahas 55
members in the 288-mem-
ber Maharashtra Assembly.
Acharteredflightcarrying

ShindeandShiv SenaMLAs,
who have rebelled against
the party andwere camping
inaluxuryhotel inSuratafter
raising a banner of revolt on
Monday night, reached
Guwahati in the BJP-ruled
Assam in the early hours of
Wednesday.
ANOTHER CHARTERED

PLANE WITH FOUR
MAHARASHTRA MLAS
ARRIVES IN GUWAHATI:
ANOTHER chartered plane

with four MLAs from
Maharashtraarrivedhereon
Wednesday to join the rebel
Shiv Sena legislators who
reachedthecityearlier inthe
day, sources said. The four
MLAs -- Chandrakant Patil,
Yogesh Kadam, Manjula
Gavit and Gulabrao Patil --
arrived in the evening from
Surat in Gujarat like the leg-
islatorswhocameherealong
with Maharashtra Minister
Eknath Shinde in themorn-
ing. FourmoreMaharashtra
MLAsarrivedinGuwahati in
acharteredflight,thesources
said.Theyweretakentoacity
hotel where the other MLAs
are camping.
While Gavit and

Chandrakant Patil are
Independent MLAs, Kadam
and Gulabrao Patil are Shiv
Sena legislators.
The four MLAs arrived in

SuratonWednesdayandsub-
sequently, flew toGuwahati,
the sources said.
GulabraoPatil is thewater

supply and sanitation min-
ister in the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Maharashtra
government. He is the sec-
ondcabinetministertohave
joined Shinde after
Horticulture Minister
Sandipal Bhumre. A group
of rebel Maharashtra MLAs,
led by Shinde, was flown to
Guwahati on Wednesday
morning.
They were taken to Surat

from Mumbai on Tuesday
and in the early hours of
Wednesday, they were shift-
ed to Guwahati.
One of the MLAs -- Nitin

Deshmukh -- who had
arrived in the morning, left
Guwahati a few hours later
for Nagpur in a chartered
flight. Deshmukh later said
he was with Shiv Sena chief
Thackeray.
PAWAR MEETS CM

THACKERAY: AMID the
political crisis in
Maharashtra triggered by
Shiv Sena minister Eknath
Shinde’srebellion,NCPpres-
identSharadPawarcalledon
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on
Wednesday evening.

Eknath Shinde claims
support of 46 MLAs

Government. Talking to
reporters here, Raut said
Thackeray is leaving ‘Varsha’,
theofficialresidenceoftheCM
in SouthMumbai, and going
back to his private residence
‘Matoshree’ in suburban
Bandra. Thackeray is not
resigning from his post, he
clarified. “We will prove our
majority on the floor of the
House if required,” theSena’s
chief spokesperson said. He
rejected reports that NCP
president Sharad Pawar had

askedThackeraytomakeSena
rebel leader Shinde the CM
to saveMVA Government.
Pawar did not give any

advice to Thackeray and
insteadsaidtheMVAwillfight
thepoliticalcrisis together till
the end, Raut said. Pawar,
whose party is the second
largestconstituentoftheSena-
ledMVA, is thechief architect
of the governing coalition
which assumed office in
November2019.TheCongress
is also a part of theMVA.

Uddhav moving back...

MUMBAI, June 22 (PTI)

MAHARASHTRA Transport
Minister Anil Parab appeared
before the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) at its office in
south Mumbai for the second
consecutivedayonWednesday
in connectionwith thealleged
moneylaunderingcaseagainst
him, officials said.
Parab reached the ED office

around 3.45 pm for his ques-

tioning in themoney launder-
ingprobe linked to the alleged
violation of coastal regulation
zone provisions in the con-
structionofSairesort inDapoli
beach area of Maharashtra’s
Ratnagiri district, an
official said.
Parab, who was questioned

by the central agency formore
than10hours onTuesday,was
summoned on Wednesday
morning as well.

NEW DELHI, June 22 (PTI)

THE Government expects the
Indianeconomy togrowby7.5
per cent this year, Prime
MinisterNarendraModisaidon
Wednesday.Inavirtualaddress
at the BRICS Business Forum,
Modi also said the value of the
Indian digital economy will
reach USD 1 trillion by 2025.
Highlighting the strength of

the Indian economy, he said
thereisanopportunitytoinvest
USD 1.5 trillion under the
country’s national infrastruc-
ture pipeline. “We are expect-
ing a 7.5-per cent growth rate
this year that will make us the
fastest growing major econo-

my,” Modi said in his address.
In a “New India”, transfor-

mativechangesaretakingplace
inevery sector,hesaid, adding
that a key pillar of the coun-
try’seconomicrecoveryistech-
nology-led growth.
“We are supporting innova-

tion ineverysector,” thePrime
Minister said. The BRICS

Business Forum took place a
day ahead of a virtual summit
of the five-nation bloc.
The BRICS (Brazil-Russia-

India-China-South Africa)
brings together five of the
largestdevelopingcountriesof
theworld, representing 41 per
cent of the global population,
24 per cent of the global GDP
and 16 per cent of the global
trade.
MODI TO INAUGURATE

VANIJYA BHAWAN TOMOR-
ROW: PRIME Minister
NarendraModiisscheduledto
inaugurate the new premises
of the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, Vanijya Bhawan
on Thursday at 10:30 am.

MUMBAI, June 22 (ANI)

THEEnforcementDirectorate
on Wednesday allowed dis-
missed Mumbai Police officer
Sachin Waze to become an
approver in the money laun-
dering case involving the for-
mer State HomeMinister Anil
Deshmukh.Thecourtissched-
uledtoconduct thehearingon
Thursday with Waze as

witness.Waze had filed a peti-
tion in the special PMLA court
on May 25 to become an
approver, towhichtheEDfiled
itsreplyandallowedhimtoturn
approver. The hearing is to be
held in the court onThursday.
Waze has also been

approved by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
for becoming a witness in
another case of corruption

involving Deshmukh.
Both Deshmukh and Waze

are in judicial custody in sep-
arate cases by the National
InvestigationAgency(NIA)and
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED), respectively. NIA arrest-
edWaze in March in connec-
tionwiththeinvestigationinto
therecoveryofexplosivesfrom
a car parked near Mukesh
Ambani’s house in Mumbai.

MUMBAI, June 22 (PTI)

AMIDtheongoingpoliticalcri-
sis in
Maharashtra
thathaspushed
the Shiv Sena-
led tripartite
M V A
Government to
the brink, AICC
observer Kamal
Nath on
WednesdaymetNCPpresident
Sharad Pawar in Mumbai.
After meeting Nath at

Yashwantrao Chavan Centre,
Pawar tweeted they talked
about the “forthcoming
Presidential electionsandvar-

iousotherissues”.Earlier inthe
day,PawarmetStateNCPpres-
ident Jayant Patil and State

Home Minister
DilipWalsePatil.
A day earlier,

Nath was
appointed as
the AICC
observer in
Maharashtra in
the wake of the
politicalturmoil

in the State. The Congress,
which has 44 MLAs in the
Assembly, shares power with
the Shiv Sena and NCP in the
State. Nath had asserted that
Congress leaders were united
and that they are not for sale.

Expecting 7.5 pc economic
growth rate this year: PM

Sharad Pawar and Kamal
Nath discuss President
polls and other issues

Minister Anil Parab appears
before ED for second day

ED allows Sachin Waze’s plea to become
approver in case against Anil Deshmukh

Sharad
Pawar

Kamal
Nath

Marathi actor Ketaki
Chitale gets bail
THANE, June 22 (PTI)

MORE than amonth after she was arrested for
allegedly sharing an objectionable post about
NCPchiefSharadPawaronsocialmedia,acourt
inThanedistrictofMaharashtraonWednesday
granted bail to Marathi actor Ketaki Chitale in
connection with the case.
District judge HM Patwardhan granted bail

toheronasuretyofRs20,000.Withthis,Chitale
will be able to walk out of the Thane central
jail. OnMay 14, 2022, Thane police had arrest-
ed Chitale for sharing on Facebook a Marathi
verse, which allegedly referred to NCP chief
Sharad Pawar in a derogatory way.

5 cops, home guard
stabbed inside police
station in Delhi
NEW DELHI, June 22 (PTI)

FIVEpolicemenandahomeguardwerestabbed
by aman inside a police station in east Delhi’s
Shahdara onWednesday, officials said.
The incident took place on the third floor of

cyber police station, Shahdara, they said.
The man is being questioned, police said.
According to police, the man entered the

police station and started recording a video.
When he was obstructed by one of the police-
men and asked the reason behind recording
the video, the man suddenly took out a knife
and stabbed the personnel one after the oth-
er.Alltheinjuredpolicemenandthehomeguard
were rushed to hospital where they are being
treated. One of the cops sustained injuries on
his chest and is critical, they said.
Meanwhile, the man later claimed that he

wasacomplainant,butnocomplaintcopywas
found with him.
Police said he also banged his head against

the wall and sustained minor injuries.
“As per preliminary enquiry, only one per-

sonissuspectedtobeinvolvedintheincident,”
a senior officer said.

Odisha CM meets
Pope in Vatican

BHUBANESWAR, June 22 (PTI)

ODISHA Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik met
Pope Francis in Vatican City onWednesday.
Patnaikwasaccompaniedbyhisprivate sec-

retaryV K Pandian to themeeting on the third
day of his trip to Italy.
On behalf of the people of Odisha, the Chief

Ministerpresenteda‘Patachitra’paintingtothe
Pope, the head of the Catholic Church, and
soughthisblessings,anofficialstatementissued
by his office in Bhubaneswar said.
“It has been an absolute pleasure meeting

HisHolinessPopeFrancis(@Pontifex)inVatican
City. Thanked him for the warm audience and
wishedhimgoodhealthandalonglife,”Patnaik
tweeted after the meeting.


