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indiscipline,buttherewasnoac-
tion. Not even an apology. And
howwill I, as general secretary,
walkorworkwith those against
whom I had suggested discipli-
naryactionbutnoactionhasbeen
taken,”Maken is learnt to have
conveyedtotheleadership.
According to sources,Maken

also pointed out that the three
seniorleadershadbeengivenkey
responsibilities for coordinating
theyatrainthestate.
Kharge, however, did not ac-

cept Maken's resignation and
asked him to continue. Having
waitedforaweek,Makenletitbe
known onWednesday that he
doesnotwant to continue. Inhis
one-pageletter,Maken,however,
said: “Weddedtothe ideologyof
Congressforthelastthreegener-
ations and being in active
Congresspoliticsforover40years,
Iwillalwaysremainanardentfol-
lowerofRahulji,whomItrustand
havefaithinbeyondwords.”
Earlier thisweek,Makenalso

stayedaway fromameetingof a
taskforcesetupbythepartytoco-
ordinate the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
saidsources.Thecommitteetook
stock of thepreparations for the
yatra as it prepares to enter the
Hindi heartland in a few days.
FromMaharashtra, theyatrawill
enterMadhyaPradeshnextweek
andRajasthaninthefirstweekof
December.
Moreover, a bypoll to the

Sardarshahar Assembly seat in
Churu district of Rajasthan is
slatedtotakeplaceonDecember
5.MakenhastoldKhargethatitis
imperative tohaveanewperson
inchargeof theRajasthanunitas
soonaspossible,inviewoftheya-
traandbypoll.
As theAICCobserver, Kharge

waswitnesstothedramathatun-
foldedinJaipuronSeptember25.
About90partyMLAshadskipped

the CLPmeet,where theywere
expectedtopassaone-line reso-
lutionauthorising thepartyhigh
command topick thenext chief
minister, asGehlotwas toutedto
contest for the post of Congress
president. Gehlot's supporters
wantedhimorhisloyalisttocon-
tinue as chiefminister, amid the
possibilitythatPilotcouldtakehis
place.
Gehlot's supporters not only

boycotted the CLPmeeting, but
also held a parallel meeting at
Dhariwal’sresidenceandsubmit-
ted their resignations to the
Speaker, leaving the party high
commandred-faced.
Kharge andMakenwere in

Jaipur to hold the CLPmeeting,
and had submitted a report to
then party president Sonia
Gandhi.
Therebellionwasahugeem-

barrassment to theparty leader-
ship,whichissuedshowcauseno-
tices to Dhariwal, Joshi and
Rathore, based on a report by
Maken.Thenoticesmadeitclear
that theyhad committed “grave
indiscipline” by boycotting the
CLPmeetingandholdingthepar-
allelmeeting.
Gehlot later declared that he

wouldnot contest for thepost of
Congress president and said he
hadapologisedtothenpartypres-
identSoniaGandhifortheturnof
eventsinJaipur.
Maken’sdecisiontoresignde-

spite Kharge asking him to con-
tinue is the first organisational
challenge that thenewCongress
chief has encountered. The issue
is whether the Congress high
command wants to enforce a
changeof guard in the state. The
party leadership, especially new
partypresidentKharge,wouldbe
hard-pressed to act against
Gehlot, given that he enjoys the
supportofamajorityoftheMLAs.

to the filminhis speech, stating
ithad“grossednearly20times”
itsbudgetofaroundRs15crore.
“Kantara is a low-budget film
that showcases the culture of
Karnataka... Investorsandindus-
tryareattractedtoIndiaandthe
state that has very progressive
policies,” he said.
On the same day, Union

Minister of Finance Nirmala
Sitharaman tweeted: “With a
team of volunteers and well-
wishers watched
#KantaraMovie in Bengaluru.
Well made @shetty_rishab
(writer/director/actor).Thefilm
captures the rich traditions of
TuluvanaduandKaravali.”
Ashwathnarayan is

Karnataka'sminister for higher
education, informationtechnol-
ogy,bio-technologyandscience.
Earlier, he was Deputy Chief
Minister in theBJPgovernment
between2019and2021.
Atthesametime,hehasfea-

tured regularly in promotion
events of movies made by
Hombale Films -- from the
muhurat shot of “Salaar” in

Hyderabadin2021tothetrailer
release of “KGF-2” in March
2022.
RoC records show that

HombaleFilms(startedin2017)
and two sister concerns,
HombaleInfrastructureProjects
LLP (2011) and Hombale
Constructions and Estates Pvt
Ltd (2016), have Vijay
KiragandurandChaluveGowda
as its directors. Gowda is also
one of the producers of
“Kantara”.
The records show that

Hombale Infrastructure, which
came into existence during the
BJP's first full tenure in
Karnatakabetween2008-2013,
saw earnings jump from Rs 64
lakhin2011-2012toRs42crore
in2012-13,Rs49crore in2013-
14andRs92crorefrom2014-15
-- andnone subsequently.
Kiragandurisalsodirectorof

Malleswaram Sports
Foundation, whichwas started
in 2012 by Ashwathnarayan in
Malleswaram, his constituency
in north Bengaluru, and
Padmashree Medicare Pvt Ltd

wheretheministerholdsshares
asperhis2018electionaffidavit.
Kiragandur, incidentally,was

alsothesubjectofanITprobein
2019overhis earnings.
In the case of Hombale

Infrastructure, RoC records
showthatAshwathnarayanwas
guarantor for a bank loan of Rs
15 crore taken by the firm in
2012 from Vijaya Bank.
According to a loan sanction
memo to RoC,
Ashwathnarayan's relationship
to the borrower is disclosed as
“cousinbrother”.
As for Hombale

Constructions, the Minister is
listedinrecordsasguarantorfor
enhancementofabankguaran-
tee from Rs 95 crore to Rs 175
crorewithVijayaBankforaloan
takenby the firm in2018.
RoC documents for the two

other organisations,
Padmashree Medicare and
Malleswaram Sports
Foundation, and an affidavit
filedbyAshwathnarayanforthe
2018Karnatakapolls,showsim-
ilar links.

ChattarpurPahadiinsouthDelhi's
Mehrauliarea.Theyalsosaidthat
Poonawala allegedly transferred
Rs54,000fromWalkar'saccount
tohisowninthedaysafterheal-
legedlystrangledher.
According to police, the two

left their jobs in Mumbai and
backpacked across Himachal
PradeshandUttarakhandbefore
reaching Delhi and taking up a
houseonrentforRs9,000inMay.
Four days after arresting

Poonawala, the police are now
staringataseriesof challenges--
fromthemurderweaponnotbe-
ing recovered toWalkar's phone
stillmissing, andkeybodyparts
of thevictimsunlocated.
OnWednesday,theysaidthey

hadrecoveredsomeCCTVfootage
from Chattarpur Pahadi with
some“movement”oftheaccused.
ThepolicewillnowconductCCTV
mapping to connect the visuals
andascertain the route takenby
him. According to police,
Poonawala told them that he
choppedWalkar'sbodyintoover
30piecesanddumpedthemover
2-3months in the forested area

nearMehrauli.
“Basedonhisconfession,ithas

beenpointed out that hewould
allegedlywalkoutwiththebody
piecesat1-2amatnight.Weare
now looking for the footage to
check if something is seen inhis
hands. It is a difficult task to re-
cover all the CCTV footage from
Maybecausemostofthesystems
don'thavethestoragecapacityfor
older footage.Wehavestillman-
aged to get some visuals in the
areafromthattime,”saidtheoffi-
cer.
During searches at the cou-

ple'srentedhome,policesaidthey
have recovered two potential
pieces of evidence -- “traces of
blood” lifted by the forensic lab
team and sent for DNA testing,
andabagthatallegedlybelonged
toWalkar.
“Wehave taken her father's

DNA sample tomatchwith the
bloodsample.Wehavealsofound
abagwithclothesandotherarti-
cles.Wewill show these to her
familysotheycanidentifyifitbe-
longedtotheirdaughter,”saidan
officer.

II, for instance, can climb at a
speed of 800 feet per minute,
providingreal timeinformation
toall thegroundstationswhich
canuse it to decide their course
of action, says Bleser. Above all,
it can listen to various devices
andpinpoint the target,hesays.
MK II can also be used for

searchandrescueoperations.“It
can carry under its wing a rub-
ber dinghy which can be re-
leased for rescuemissions.’’
Bleser says70percentof the

flying hours in the defence sec-
torarenowbeingdonebyUAVs.
“The world is looking for un-
manned capability and solu-
tions.’’

--(THEREPORTERWASIN
ISRAELATTHEINVITATIONOF

THEEMBASSYOFISRAEL
INNEWDELHI)

Jariwalatoldreporters later.
AAP leader and Delhi Chief

Minister Arvind Kejriwal, in a
Twitter post on Jariwala, said,
“Heisbeingforcedbythepolice
and goondas to withdraw his
nomination. India has not seen
such goondaism. What is the
meaning of elections? It’s the
endof democracy.”
Earlier,KejriwalsaidJariwala

and his family had been “miss-
ing” since Tuesday. “First, BJP
tried to get his nomination re-
jected. But his nominationwas
accepted. Later, he was being
pressurised to withdraw his
nomination. Has he been kid-
napped?”hesaidonTwitter.
The BJP rejected the AAP al-

legationsas“baseless”.Suratcity
BJPpresidentNiranjanJanjmera
told a press conference: “We
havenothingtodowiththeseal-
legations. On the contrary, if he

(Jariwala) had remained a can-
didate,wewould havedefinitely
benefitted. We have also seen
the statements of Jariwala on
newschannels inwhichhesays
he had voluntarily withdrawn
his formand therewasnopres-
sure fromanybodyonhim.”
“Wecondemn thedirtypol-

iticsplayedbyAAPleaders.They
wanttotakepoliticaladvantage
of the incident. Jariwala has not
beenwithBJP, andhehasnore-
lation with BJP leaders,”
Janjmerasaid.
TheAAPalleged that theBJP

made “all attempts” to get
Jariwala’s nomination rejected.
On Tuesday afternoon, Jariwala
reached the local electionoffice
with his supporters. The
Congress candidate from Surat
(East),AslamCyclewala,andBJP
candidateArvindRanawerealso
present there alongwith their

supporters.TheBJPworkers,the
AAPsaid,putpressureonthere-
turningofficertorejectJariwala’s
nomination form on various
grounds. By evening, Jariwala’s
nominationformwasaccepted.
Thereafter, Jariwala, accord-

ing to AAP,was “missing” from
his home and business place.
AAPworkersfoundthepremises
locked. His mobile phone and
those of his family members
wereswitchedoff.ThelocalAAP
unittheninformedtheirleader-
shipabout thedevelopment.
Jariwala contested the 2021

Surat civic body election from
Gopipura ward as a Congress
nomineebut lost to theBJPcan-
didate.He later joinedAAP.
OnWednesday, AAP leader

Raghav Chadha filed a com-
plaintwiththereturningofficer,
demandinga“freeandfairinves-
tigation” into the incident.

■ Biden-Ximeeting: Biden
andXi,presidentsofthetwomost
powerful economies, met for
aboutthreehoursatatimewhen
bilateraltieshavebeenstrained.
Their comments laterwere

seen as an incremental step to-
wards rebuilding relations,with
both leaders urging “peace and
stability”intheTaiwanstrait.Then
again, thetwoleadersarenowin
stronger negotiating positions
with theDemocraticparty's suc-
cessintheUSmid-termelections
and Xi being elected supreme

leaderofChinaforthethirdtime.
■Putin'splay:WithPutinnot

attending the Bali summit, the
barrageofRussianmissilestarget-
ingUkrainewasseenasashowof
strength by the Kremlin after
Russian forces were forced to
withdrawfromKherson.
TheG7leadersatthesummit

gatheredquicklytocondemnthe
action. It laterturnedoutthatthe
missilethatlandedinPolandhad
beenfiredbytheUkrainianstoin-
terceptanincomingRussianmis-
sileattack.

■Modi-Xi encounter:Modi
andXimet at the dinner hosted
by Indonesian President Joko
Widodo. The two leaders, who
hadmetatleast18timesbetween
2014 and 2019, were meeting
eachother again inpublic after a
two-yearhiatus.
ModiandXishookhandsand

spokebrieflywithsourcessaying
they“exchangedcourtesiesatthe
conclusion of the dinner”.
Cameras captured themoment:
AsXiwalkedby,Modi,whowas
seenseatedandchattingwithUS

SecretaryofStateAntonyBlinken,
turned around to shake hands.
Bothappearedrelaxed.
The last time Modi and Xi

were seen interacting in public
was inBrazil inNovember2019,
onthesidelinesofBRICSsummit.

■Indiagetsbaton:Indonesia's
President handedover the gavel
toModi as the next chair of the
grouping. At the closing session,
ModitoldG20leadersthatIndia's
presidencywillbe“inclusive,am-
bitious, decisive, and action-ori-
ented”.

Diplomacy and dialogue vital: G20
negotiationsbetweenofficialsand
atwo-dayleaders'summit.
India had abstained at the

UNSCresolutionvote.
“Mostmembersstronglycon-

demned thewar inUkraine and
stresseditiscausingimmensehu-
man suffering andexacerbating
existing fragilities in the global
economy--constraininggrowth,
increasing inflation, disrupting
supplychains,heighteningenergy
andfoodinsecurity,andelevating
financialstabilityrisks,” itsaid.
While Indiahasnotexplicitly

condemnedthewarinUkraine,it
has raised the issue of food, fuel
and fertiliser shortage impacting
theGlobal South–acommunity
ofthedevelopingandtheless-de-
velopedcountries.
Referring to Russian and

Chineseviews,whichhavehada
differentinterpretationontheba-
sisofperceivedNATO’sexpansion,
it said: “Therewere other views
anddifferent assessments of the
situation and sanctions.

Recognising that theG20 is not
the forum to resolve security is-
sues,weacknowledgethatsecu-
rity issues can have significant
consequencesfortheglobalecon-
omy.”
“Itisessentialtoupholdinter-

national lawandthemultilateral
systemthatsafeguardspeaceand
stability. This includesdefending
allthePurposesandPrinciplesen-
shrined in the Charter of the
UnitedNations and adhering to
international humanitarian law,
including theprotectionof civil-
ians and infrastructure in armed
conflicts. Theuseor threatof use
ofnuclearweaponsis inadmissi-
ble. The peaceful resolution of
conflicts,effortstoaddresscrises,
aswellasdiplomacyanddialogue,
arevital.Today’seramustnotbeof
war,” itsaid.
Thisparagraph,Indianofficials

said,echoesIndia’spositionsince
thebeginningofthewar:respect
forUNcharter, advocatingdiplo-
macy and dialogue, need for

peaceandstability,againsttheuse
and threat of use of nuclear
weapons, and the PM's “now is
notthetimeforwar”statement.
“Indiaplayedakeyrole inthe

successfulnegotiationsoftheout-
come document,” said Foreign
Secretary VinayKwatra, adding
that India’s approachwas very
“constructive, cooperative, and...
consensus building” across the
rangeofissueswhichwerenego-
tiatedinthedocument.
“Naturally,theoutcomedoc-

umentwas being negotiated in
a particular global context and
thatglobalcontextdidfindmen-
tion in the outcome document
as also during negotiations.
ThereIwouldsaythatthePrime
Minister’s message that this is
not the era of war, and the best
wayistoreturntothepathofdi-
alogueanddiplomacytoresolve
the conflict resonated very
deeplyacrossallthedelegations,
helpedbridgethegapacrossdif-
ferentpartiesandcontributedto

the successful outcome of the
document,”hesaid.
AnIndiangovernmentsource

said theUkrainematter, as far as
G20 communique is concerned,
is settledbeforethe Indianpresi-
dencycommences.Afull-fledged
leaders’declarationhascomeout
onlybecauseofIndia’sleadership
of developing countries and
emergingmarkets, the source
said, adding that India helped in
workingoutaconsensus.
SourcessaidIndia’ssuggestion

thatinviewofdeepdivisions,the
Ukrainemattershouldbesettled
through an inclusive paragraph,
pavedthewayfortheagreedlan-
guageinthedeclarationafter“five
daysofdiscussions”. India’sposi-
tiononRussia-Ukraineat theUN
fora has been totally preserved,
thesourcesaid.
While Putinhadoptedoutof

the summit, his foreignminister,
Sergei Lavrov,who represented
him,leftadaybeforethedeclara-
tionwasreleased.
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make abig contribution to this.
Its purpose is tomake sustain-
able lifestyles a mass move-
ment.”
“The need today is that the

benefits of development are
universal and all-inclusive.We
have to extend the benefits of
development to all human be-
ingswith compassion and soli-
darity,” he said.
In the backdrop of the

Russia-UkrainewarandChina’s
aggressive behaviour in the
Indo-Pacific region, Modi also
flagged concerns of peace and
security in theworld. “Without
peace and security, our future
generations will not be able to
take advantage of economic
growthortechnological innova-
tion. The G-20 has to convey a
strong message in favour of
peaceandharmony,”he said.
“All thesepriorities are fully

embodied in the theme of
India's G-20 Chairmanship –
‘One Earth, One Family, One
Future’,” the Prime Minister
said, linking the priorities with
the theme of India’s G-20
Presidency.
He saidglobal development

was not possible without
women's participation. “We
have to maintain priority on
women-led development even
in our G-20 agenda,” the Prime
Minister said.
Invoking a sense of pride

among Indians on the G-20
Presidency, Modi said, “It is a
proudoccasionforeveryIndian
toassumetheG-20Presidency.
WewillorganizeG-20meetings
in different cities and states of
our country.Ourguestswill get
full experienceof India's amaz-
ing diversity, inclusive tradi-
tions, andcultural richness.”

● G-20 Presidency ● UAVs to
refuellers

triedasone.
A bench of Justices Ajay

Rastogi and J B Pardiwala said
therewere “discrepancies in the
certificates on record disclosing
thedate of birth of the” accused
ShubamSangrawhich showed
him as a juvenile, and hence it
wouldrelyonthemedicalreport
whichstatedhecouldhavebeen
between19-23yearsofagewhen
the incident occurred in January
2018. The bench also expressed
concernoverthe“risingrateofju-
veniledelinquency” in thecoun-
tryandsaid this “makesuswon-
derwhetherthe(JuvenileJustice)
Act,2015hassubserveditsobject”.
“Wehavestartedgatheringan

impressionthattheleniencywith
whichthejuvenilesaredealtwith
inthenameofgoalofreformation
ismaking themmore andmore
emboldenedinindulginginsuch
heinous crimes,” the bench said
and left it to the “Government to
considerwhether its enactment
of2015hasprovedtobeeffective
or something still needs to be
doneinthematterbeforeitistoo
lateintheday”.

● Kathua case
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theShraddhaWalkar
murdercase
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IndianExpress’JignasaSinharevealsthe
shockingdetailsabouttheDelhimurder
case,andthechallengesthatthepoliceare
facingintryingtofindtheevidence
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Uttarakhand to give
more teeth to its
anti-conversion law
Cabinetclearsamendmenttomakeit
cognizableoffencewith10-yrjail term

AVANBEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN,NOVEMBER16

THEUTTARAKHANDCabineton
Wednesday cleared a proposal
tomake thestate's anti-conver-
sion law — Uttarakhand
Freedom of Religion Act —
strongerwithanamendmentto
make forced conversion a cog-
nizableoffencewithaprovision
of 10-year imprisonment, like
the law in neighbouring Uttar
Pradesh.
The state government also

reached an informal consensus
on the proposal to shift
Uttarakhand High Court from
Nainital toHaldwani.
The decisionswere taken at

a Cabinet meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami. Over 20proposalswere
passed in themeeting.
“Uttarakhand Freedom of

Religion Act, 2018, was passed
with an intention to equally
strengthen the importance of
everyreligion inthestateunder
the right to freedomof religion
given by Articles 25, 26, 27 and
28. Under the current, changed
circumstances, and to
strengthenthelaw,Uttarakhand
Freedom of Religion
(Amendment) Act, 2022, is be-
ing passed by the Cabinet,” a
source in thegovernment said.
StateministerSubodhUniyal

toldTheIndianExpress thatwith
theamendment, forcedconver-
sionwillbeacognizableoffencse
“with provision of 10 years of
punishment”. He said, “We are
makinglawsstricterthanthatin
Uttar Pradesh… A ‘saidhantik
sahmati’ (agreed in principle)
has also been reached on the
proposal to shift Uttarakhand
High Court from Nainital to
Haldwani.” A legislation will
soonbebroughtintheAssembly
introducingtheamendmentsin
the anti-conversion law. The

Assembly session starts on
November29.
The 2018 state anti-conver-

sionlawstipulatesaprisonterm
of up to five years for anyone
convicted of "forced or fraudu-
lent" conversion.
In November 2020, UP

Governor Anandiben Patel had
promulgated the ordinance
against “forced” or “fraudulent”
religious conversions. The ordi-
nance became an Act inMarch
2021. The UP Prohibition of
UnlawfulConversionofReligion
Ordinance, 2020, provides for a
jail termofupto10yearsforany
violation.
InWednesday'smeeting,the

Cabinet also decided to provide
2,000 sq ft land for free to BSNL
to set upmobile phone towers
for4Gconnectivityinruralareas.
The Cabinet also passed the
RehabilitationandResettlement
PolicyforJamraniMultipurpose
Dam, 2022, underwhich 1,323
families from three villageswill
be compensated for being af-
fectedby theproject.
Meanwhile, the rulingBJP in

thestatewelcomedtheamend-
ment. Calling it a decision ac-
cording to people's wish, state
BJP president Mahendra Bhatt
thanked the Chief Minister and
said that the stepwill becomea
milestoneincurbingforcedcon-
version in thestate.
Thepartyalsowelcomedthe

decision to shift the High Court
fromNainital toHaldwani.

Thedecisionswere
takenataCabinet
meetingchairedby
ChiefMinisterPushkar
SinghDhami.Over20
proposalswerepassed
inthemeeting


