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No consensus over new depression’s impact on TN
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

A LOW pressure area formed 
over south Andaman Sea and 
adjoining Thailand coast on 
Saturday. 

The Indian Meteorological 
Department said it will concen-
trate into a depression over 
north Andaman Sea and ad-
joining southeast Bay of  Ben-
gal by November 15, but there 
is no consensus over its likely 

impact on Tamil Nadu. 
The forecast says the weather 

system will move west-north-
westwards, intensify further 
(probably into a deep depres-
sion or cyclone) and come near 
the Andhra Pradesh coast dur-
ing the subsequent 48 hours.

Weather blogger Pradeep 
John, in his post, said there 
could be two scenarios. If  the 
low pressure area intensifies 
into cyclone and maintains in-

tensity, it will move up and go 
to central and north Andhra 
Pradesh. The second scenario 
is after becoming a cyclone/
deep depression, it has to weak-
en to low pressure, then it will 
get pushed to south Andhra 
Pradesh and north Tamil Nadu. 
In such a case, parts of  Tamil 
Nadu will get rains. 

Meanwhile, the met depart-
ment has forecast another day 
of  heavy rainfall in Kanniya-

kumari, which has been bat-
tered with incessant rainfall. 
Thunderstorm with heavy to 
very heavy rain is likely to oc-
cur at isolated places over Kan-
niyakumari, Tirunelveli and 
Tenkasi districts on Sunday. 

In the last 24 hours ending 
8.30 am on Saturday, Kannimar 
station in Kanniyakumari re-
ceived highest rainfall of  14 cm 
followed by Suralcode and 
Thuckalay recording 13 cm.

Oil Mill Road: It’s back to 
square one for residents
K V  N A V Y A  @ Chennai

AFTER TNIE highlighted the 
increasing number of  accidents 
due to the poor condition of  Oil 
Mill Road at Ayyappanthangal 
in 2020, the government took up 
road-relaying works. However, 
after the recent rains, the situa-
tion is back to square one.

Though situated in close prox-
imity to the city, the residents of  
Ayyappanthangal town pancha-
yat near Porur are still suffer-
ing due to lack of  proper roads, 
stormwater drains and ade-
quate supply of  drinking water. 
The Oil Mill Road was relaid in 
two phases — in 2019 and 2020. 
“The Oil Mill Road which is one 
of  the arterial roads in the area 
is in very poor condition. It was 
laid only a year back but is al-
ready coming off, and deep pot-
holes are seen,” rued Senthil 
Kumar, a resident.

The road was laid in 2019. 
While there was only a mud path 
before, now it has become more 
deadly with pits and craters and 
layers of  asphalt washed away. 
“Today, escaping without punc-
tured tires is rare. The potholes 
contribute to water stagnation 
and become a breeding ground 
for mosquitoes. Recent rains 

made commute almost impossi-
ble,” said R Kalpana, another 
resident. “Whenever it rains, 
those on bikes skid and fall due 
to the slush,” she said. The Oil 
Mill Road connects Noombal, 
Thundalam, Chettiyar Agaram, 
Vanagaram and Thiruverkadu. 

Another issue is stormwater 
drains. “They look more like 
sewage canals. All the petty 
shops nearby dispose of  their 
waste near the drain blocking 
the stormwater path. We have 

asked officials to clear it. En-
croachments near the drain also 
have to be cleared,” said PB 
Sekharan, another resident, 
adding the underground drain-
age system too is not functional, 
despite repeated appeals. Lakes 
too have been encroached upon 
and officials are yet to act on it. 

An official from Ayyappan-
thangal town panchayat said 
that they would inspect the 
area to relay the roads once 
rains subside.

TRAGEDY STRIKES

Youth drowns 
after slipping 
into well filled 
with rainwater
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

A 19-year-old, who was grazing 
cattle on an empty field in 
Chengalpattu district, died af-
ter he allegedly fell into a well
filled with rainwater on Friday 
evening.

According to police, the de-
ceased was identified as V San-
thosh Kumar from Nallur vil-
lage in Thirukazhukundram. 
Santhosh Kumar had finished 
a Industrial Training Institute 
(ITI) course and was working 
as a farmer.

“Santhosh was grazing his 
cows on an empty land near his 
village. The entire field was 
filled with ankle-deep water. As 
he followed his cattle, Santhosh 
failed to notice a huge well 
which was covered in rainwa-
ter,” said a police officer. Oth-
ers grazing their cattle nearby 
tried to save him but in vain. 
The fire personnel were in-
formed and they fished out his 
body. 

Elderly man rescued
A 61-year-old man, who was 
about to drown in a canal, was 
rescued by the police on Fri-
day evening. The man was 
identified as Karuppaiah from 
PV Colony in Vyasarpadi. He 
left his house on Friday to visit 
a hospital. 

When Karuppaiah crossed 
the Ambedkar High Road in 
Pulianthope, Karuppaiah 
slipped and fell into a canal 
where water was gushing. Pas-
sersby alerted head constable 
Kumaresan, who was nearby, 
and the police rescued him 
from the canal. Karuppaiah 
was sent to the Government 
Stanley hospital.

Potholes and craters appeared after heavy rains on the Oil  Mill  Road at 
Iyyappanthangal in Chennai |  MARTIN LOUIS

Following heavy rains, workers repairing parts of Poonamallee High Road near 
Periyamet |  R SATISH BABU

City corpn begins drive 
to fix roads post rains
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

THE Chennai Corporation has 
fixed roads at 1,400 spots in the 
city that were damaged due to 
the recent rains, officials said. 
On Friday alone, works were 
done at 70 spots and the drive 
would continue till the month-
end, they added.

“Close to 10,000 spots 
across the city have 
been identified and 
about 4,000 road dam-
ages have been report-
ed in north Chennai 
zones,” said a Corpora-
tion official.

The civic body began the 
drive to fill potholes after the 
accident involving a techie on 
Anna Salai recently. However, 
the drive did not pick up speed 
due to the non-stop rains.

On Friday, Chennai Corpora-
tion Commissioner Gagandeep 
Singh Bedi issued instructions 

to all the officials to fix dam-
aged roads using wet mix and 
macadam.

Officials said assistant engi-
neers for each zone have been 
instructed to monitor the 
works. Some of  the major roads 
that were damaged due to the 
recent rains include the Jawa-
harlal Nehru High Road oppo-

site VR Mall, the 13th Main 
Road in Shanthi Colony, 

the Basin Bridge Road 
at Pulianthope in 
North Chennai and the 
Korattur Road. 

While officials hope 
the wet mix would dry up 

under sunlight, predictions 
of  moderate showers in the city 
raise concerns. “It would take 
several hours for the wet mix to 
dry up. It shouldn’t rain,” said 
the official.

In the first week of  Novem-
ber, the civic body had sanc-
tioned `10 lakh across 15 zones 
to fill craters and potholes.

Close to 10,000 spots across the city have been identified and  
about 4,000 road damage incidents have been reported in north 
Chennai zones  Corporation official

Cops clean up 
garbage from 
Marina Beach
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

THE recent heavy rains had 
filled the shores of  Marina 
Beach with water. Also, all the 
waters gushing into the sea had 
deposited a huge amount of  
plastic and garbage on the 
shore. With the government 
planning to reopen the beach, 
on Saturday, a team from Trip-
licane police jurisdiction, led 
by ACP MS Bhaskar, joined cor-
poration sanitary staff  in clean-
ing the beach. 

A note from the city police 
said 5,987 people have been res-
cued from inundated areas 
across Greater Chennai Police’s 
jurisdiction and given shelter 
at 95 temporary camps. Among 
the rescued are 1,189 children 
and 25 transpersons. 

Vyasarpadi subway, Madly 
subway in T Nagar, and Kakkan 
subway remain closed for traf-
fic, while Jawahar Nagar in 
Sembium, the 70-ft road at Per-
avallur and Mullai Nagar bridge 
at Vyasarpadi too remain 
inaccessible. 

Fourteen other stretches 
across the city are also inundat-
ed but vehicles can travel 
through the water, said police.

Some areas still under water, 600 pumps pressed into service
Corporation records stagnation in around 70 streets, staff inspect stormwater drains

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

EVEN as most parts of  the city 
were enjoying a respite from 
heavy showers and consequent 
waterlogging, residents in some 
parts continued to live sur-
rounded by rainwater that re-
fused to  drain even on 
Saturday.

Senior corporation officials 
took to the field, inspecting 
stormwater drain works and 
water stagnation. Corporation 
staff  on the field with the help 
of  600 pumps attempted to 
drain out water. On Saturday 
morning, the Corporation re-

corded stagnation on around 70 
streets here. Officials said that 
most would be cleared by Satur-
day night.

Gomathi Shankar, a resident 
of  18th avenue, Ashok Na-
gar said that residents 
were not able to move 
out of  their homes 
even for essentials.

“I’m 70 years old and 
have been prescribed 
medicines for diarrhoea 
through a video consulta-
tion. I’ve not been able to go out 
to even to buy medicines. We’ve 
been trying to get idli batter for 
my grandson but we’re unable 
to do that also. We continue to 

live surrounded by at least two 
feet of  water,” he said.

Residents in the lanes off  
Devanathan Street and St 
Mary’s Road struggled with wa-

terlogged streets and sew-
age mixing with the rain-

water until Saturday 
evening, when the wa-
ter began to be pumped 
out. Corporation offi-

cials said that water be-
ing pumped out from pri-

vate properties and also by 
the Corporation resulted in 
stagnation in the area.

Parts of  Kodambakkam and 
parts of  Periamet and Pulian-
thope were also waterlogged.Makeshift boats being used at Dhanalakshmi Nagar at Iyyappanthangal;  (inset) Cars submerged in the locality  |  MARTIN LOUIS

I’m 70 years old and have 
been prescribed medicines 
for diarrhoea through a 
video consultation. I’ve not 
been able to go out even to 
buy medicines

Gomathi Shankar, Resident

STAGNANT RAINWATER
Residents in the lanes off 
Devanathan Street and St Mary’s 
Road struggled with waterlogged 
streets and sewage mixing with 
the stagnant water until Saturday 
evening when the water began to 
be pumped out. Officials said that 
water pumped out from private 
properties resulted in stagnation.

The PM 2.5 level recorded at Alandur 
on Saturday. Nitrogen dioxide level 
was at 14 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3

82 µg|m3
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