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In state civic bodies crisis rerun,
BJP factions slugit out in Chalala

GOPALKATESHIYA
RAJKOT,MAY 28

WITH DISSENSION and infight-
ing among the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) councillors hobbling
the functioning of some major
party-ruled municipalities in
Gujarat’s Saurashtraregioninre-
centyears,a similar crisis has now
gripped Amreli district’s Chalala
civic body, which has even failed
to passits 2022-23 budget by the
March 31 deadline.

Even as the BJP-led Gujarat
governmentisyettotakeacallon
the Chalala body crisis, the munic-
ipality’s functioning has come to
a standstill in the absence of the
political executive. The ruling
party was left red-faced after a
group of its Chalala councillors
roseinrebellion and defeated the
budget presented by municipal-
ity president Geeta Kariya on April
19, even though the Opposition
Congress voted for the budget.

“We will not allow the budget
tobeapproved atany cost,” arebel
leader of the Amreli BJP told The
Indian Express. “While efforts are
on for a truce, we cannot cede
everything to the rival group.”

On the other hand, the official
BJP group is hopeful that the party
leadership will intervene to prop
up Kariya. “We have notlost hope.
We are hoping that Kaushik
Vekariya, BJP’s Amreli unit presi-
dent, will make another attempt
to quell the intra-party rebellion
and we will be able to convene
one more budget meeting for
Chalala municipality shortly,”alo-
cal BJP functionary said.

A similar situation was wit-
nessed in Devbhumi Dwarka dis-
trict’s Bhanvad municipality last
year, which lad led to the state
government superceding the civic
body’s general board. However, in
the ensuing mid-term polls there,
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the BJP faced a drubbing.

In Morbi district’s Wankaner
municipality early last year, a
group of BJP rebels, with the sup-
port of the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) councillors, defeated the
party’s official nominees in the
elections to the president’s and
the vice-president’s posts and
seized control of the civic body.

The discontent in the saffron
party camp in Chalala erupted in
2020 when the BJP leadership
nominated Kariya as the munici-
pality head. A group of eight rebel
councillors, including a few who
had defected to the BJP from the
Congress, opposed her nomina-
tion. Due to their rebellion, Kariya
failed to convene the municipal-
ity’s general board meeting to
consider and pass the budget de-
spite the BJP having 20 of the to-
tal 24 councillors.

The BJP rebels are split in two
camps — the Kariya group affili-
ated to ex-Amreli party chief
Bharat Kanabar and the faction af-
filiated to JV Kakadiya, the local BJP
MLA, who had won Dhari seat in
the 2017 elections as a Congress
candidate but defected to the BJP

in 2020 and won the consequent
bypoll on the BJP ticket. Kakadiya
thus gave the BJP a toe hold in
Amreli, havinglost its all five seats
to the Congress in the 2017 polls.

After the Chalala civic body
failed to passits 1.19 crore budget,
the municipality chief officer in-
formed the councillors on March
31 that they nolonger held any fi-
nancial powers.

Section 76 of the Gujarat
Municipalities Act makes it in-
cumbentupon the ruling party to
pass the budget latest by March
31.The BJP government has how-
ever stillnot madeitsintervention,
which is in sharp contrast to its
prompt action in a similar case of
the Congress-ruled Gondal taluka
panchayat in 2016.

The Congress had wrested the
Gondal panchayat from the BJPin

the November 2015 polls amid
the Patidar quota stir, by winning
12 of the total 22 seats. However,
one of its Congress members de-
fected to the BJP following which
the ruling party failed to pass its
budget. The state government
then quickly appointed anadmin-
istrator for the taluka panchayat
before eventually superseding it
on June 20, 2016. In the subse-
quent midterm election, the BJP
emerged victorious.

The Bhavnagar municipali-
ties regional commissioner, Ajay
Dahiya, said, “The chief officer of
Chalala municipality had sent us
areport the day the budget could
not be passed. We had for-
warded the same to the state
government and we are waiting
for guidance from the govern-
ment in the matter," adding,
"The Gujarat Municipalities Act
does not provide for any timeline
for superseding a civic body on
account of failing to pass the
budget”.

The state government had
also chosen a different course of
action over the crisis that hit the
Bhanvad municipality, where the
BJP rebels had sided with the
Congress members to pass a no-
confidence motion against the
then incumbent president and
vice-presidentin March last year.
Instead of convening a general
board meeting for electing new
president and vice-president, the
district collector appointed a
councillor from the official BJP
group, Bhanu Rajani, as the acting
president. After Rajani contracted

Covid-19, she wasreplaced by an-
other BJP loyalist Jyotsana
Sagathiya. Eventually, the munic-
ipality was superseded by the
state governmenton June 16, two-
and-a-half months after the BJP
lost power there. In the midterm
election held in October, the
Congress won 16 of the total 24
seatsand ended the BJP's 25-year-
old reign in Bhanvad.

Meanwhile, the Opposition
has been stepping up its de-
mand that the Chalala munici-
pality be superseded by the gov-
ernment. “The civic body has
been rudderless for the past few
months even as the residents of
the town are complaining about
the poor quality of drinking wa-
ter. We have requested the re-
gional commissioner of munic-
ipalities in Bhavnagar to
supersede Chalala municipal-
ity,” Chapraj Dhadhal, the
Opposition leader from the
Congress said.

It is a different matter that
the BJP dispensation is treading
cautiously on the issue in the
run-up to the Assembly polls
due by this year-end, given the
fact that it had won the Dhuri
constituency only once before

Kakadiya’s victory.
RECRUITMENT
WAPCOS Limited, An 1SO
9001:2015 Govt. of India
Undertaking intends  to

engage Expert on contract
basis for work relating
Prepare/Update/ Revise the
entire water supply CPHEEO
Manual. For further details
visit our website
www.wapcos.co.in and for
clarification, if any, please call
8527991880.
In case of any further
changes, the same shall be
notified on the website only.
Chief (INFS-IIlI), Gurgaon

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Surat police launch mobile app to
tackle fraudulent textile traders

KAMAALSAIYED
SURAT,MAY 28

SURAT POLICE have launched the
‘Textile Suraksha Setu’ app to
tackle the menace posed by fly-
by-night firms to the textile indus-
try in Surat on May 24.

This application, which
presently can only be accessed by
Surat police, allows both textile
traders and brokers to register
themselves by inputting neces-
sary detailsinit.

The app was developed after
the textile industry in Surat was
rocked by a spate of fraudulent
transactions. Inone suchincident
two individuals Dharmesh Patel
and Manoj Mawani were duped
outofRs 21.53 crores worth of tex-
tile fabric by a gang of eight.

Patel and Mawani registered a
complaint on May 14, following
which Jitendra Mangukia, and
later arrested Azim Penwala and
Dixit Miyani were arrested on
May 16. Police are on the lookout
for the remaining five accused.

Similarly, On May 25, a total
of nine complaints were regis-
tered against a gang of fraudsters

for duping traders to the tune of
71.39 lakhs.

Following these incidents
Surat Police Commissioner Ajay
Kumar Tomar held a meeting
with textile traders and asked a
private software developer to cre-
ate the Textile Suraksha Setu ap-
plication software, to puta tabon
such fraudsters.

Surat Mercantile Association,a
body of textile traders, president
Narendra Saboo said, “There are
over 65,000 textile trading shops
in 170 textile trading markets in
Surat which have an annual
turnover of Rs. 80,000 crores.
Majority of the textile traders are
genuine traders while few of them
indulge in such unethical activities
resultingin the financial loss of over
hundreds of crores to the traders.”

Personnel from Salabatpurapo-
lice stationinSurat have started con-
tacting the presidents of different
textile markets to collect details of
alltextile traders, whohave submit-
ted copies of their rent agreement
tothem.

Salabatpura policeinspector A
A Chaudhari said, “Generally the
individual market presidents have
data of the shop owners, so we

have started collecting the details
and are putting it in the software
prepared by a private firm. Itis dif-
ficultforustoreacheachandevery
shop in the market as shops vary.
Some markets have 250 shops,
some have over 2,000 shops, but
they have to share agreement copy
with the market president.”

“Thereare over 170 textile mar-
kets, soitwill take time toupload de-
tails. Alongwithinsertingdatainthe
software, wearealso updatingifthe
trader leaves shops or changes his
address. Our teams are in regular
touch with the present and mem-
bers of different markets,”
Chaudhariadded.

Chaudhari also said that once
the work of data entry is done the
appwillbemadeavailable forusers
todownload fromtheappstoreand
Google Playstore.

Federation of Surat Textile
Traders Association president
Manoj Agrawal said, “We are ready
to support the police in supplying
details of textile traders . We also
havedetailsofthosewhohadinthe
past cheated the textile traders,and
we will provide it to the Surat po-
lice.
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