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BJP EYES FORT SOUTH WITH CHESS GAMBIT
R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R 
@ New Delhi

AS part of  a meticulously 
planed strategy of  ‘Mission 
South’ the Bharatiya Janata 
Party is aiming to start consoli-
dating its political position in 
TamilNadu through the world’s 
biggest chess event -  the  
44th Inter national Chess 
Olympiad. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on whose face the BJP ini-
tially wants to make inroad in 

the states of  South India, Tamil-
nadu included, will be inaugu-
rating this event to start from 
July 18 to August 10 at Poonjeri 
village-UNCESCO Heritage site, 
about 50 kilometres from 
Chennai.

“Politics is also a kind of  
‘shatranj’ (chess). We –the BJP, 
have decided to revive this from 
Chennai by organising the in-
ternational Olympiad. So, natu-
rally, the people of  this state will 
know how the BJP is caring for 
the state through is event,” re-

marked a senior BJP, function-
ary, associated with the Mis-
sion South strategy. 

On July 28, CM MK Stalin 
will share the dais with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for 
kick-off  this mega event.

Sources in BJP said the party 
has plans to get at least 25 MPs 
elected from TamilNadu in the 
2024 LS elections by consolidat-
ing the party’s position in the 
state. It was recently hinted by 
TN chief  of  BJP K Annamalai 
when he predicted to have 25 
MPS in the LS.

“There are 140-50 assembly 
seats across TN in which the 
BJP through its state unit eye-
ing to consolidate its position 
by slew of  political activities. 
And the PM Modi visit to Chen-

nai on July 289 will certainly 
give a boost to our political mis-
sion,” remarked a senior BJP 
leader, preferring anonymity.

“The recent initiative to 
make an outreach to the mar-
ginalised people of  all minority 
communities has also been as-
sociated with the Mission 
South and being implemented 
in TN,” said a BJP source, add-
ing state chief  of  party K An-
namalai is being given continu-
ous support from the central 
leadership. 

Party is planning to get at least 25 of its candidates elected from Tamil Nadu in 2024 Lok Sabha elections

There are 140-150 assembly 
seats across TN in which the 
BJP through its state unit 
eyeing to consolidate its 
position by slew of political 
activities

BJP leader

TV Ajakumar took charge 
as the Special Public 
Prosecutor in the 2017 actor 
assault case on Wednesday

NEW PUBLIC 
PROSECUTOR

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has unearthed an iron spear (right) 
and an iron plank (left) from Adichanallur during an excavation to set up an 

onsite museum. A senior official said the spear was 170 cm long with three 
hooks at one end.  The iron plank was found at a depth of 3.30 metre. “It  has 

impressions of paddy and husks on it,” he said |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Steps being taken for ferry 
service in Tamil Nadu: Minister

Chennai: Union Minister for Shipping and 
Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal, has told 

the parliament that the Centre is taking steps 
to introduce Ro-Ro ferry service in Tamil 

Nadu. He was replying to a question by DMK 
Rajya Sabha member P Wilson. Sonowal 
added that the ministry is supporting 45 

projects, worth `1,900 crore.  “The ministry is 
supporting four projects in Andhra Pradesh, 
two in Odisha and 1 each in Tamil Nadu and 

Goa, he added.

Two more Lankan families  
arrive in Dhanushkodi

Ramanathapuram: Two families, including 
three children and four adults, reached 

Dhanushkodi from Sri Lanka around 9.45 pm 
on Tuesday, seeking refuge. They had 

allegedly left the island nation around 6 pm, 
paying around Sri Lankan rupees 3 lakh.  The 
persons were identified as R Rajarethinamut- 

haiyakumar (49), his wife U Roja (38) and 
their children U Vithusa (12), U Dhanushan 

(10), U Karisan (7) from Kilincholi along with 
Batricnewton Nimalraj (47) from Yazhpanam.

NIA picks up two more  
‘terror suspects’ from Erode 
Erode: Following the arrest of a terror suspect 
in Salem, Salem city police, National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) and Bengaluru 
crime branch arrested two more youth from 
Erode on Wednesday. Bengaluru police 
arrested 20-year-old Abdul Alim Mulla for 
allegedly having links with terror organisation. 
The recent arrest follows questioning of five 
persons from WB at a house in Manikkampa- 
layam in Erode on Tuesday night. The raid was 
conducted following Mulla’s confessions. 

Hyd gangrape:  5 juveniles get bail
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

FIVE juveniles accused in the 
sensational Jubilee Hills gang 
rape case were granted bail 
while the bail plea of  key ac-
cused Saduddin Malik was re-
jected by the Telangana 
High Court.

Four of  the five mi-
nors were granted con-
ditional bail and re-
leased from the juvenile 
home on Tuesday on pro-
vision of  a `5,000 surety 
each.

The fifth juvenile, who is the 
son of  a legislator, was also 
granted a conditional bail by 
the High Court on Wednesday.

Five minors connected with 
Jubilee Hills minor rape case 

were granted conditional bail 
by the Telangana State High 
Court and were released from 
Juvenile Home while one more 
accused Saduddin Malik is still 
in Chanchalguda Jail followed 
by his bail rejection by the High 

Court.
Six accused including 

Saduddin Malik and five 
minors were taken into 
custody by Jubilee Hills 
police after a complaint 

was registered by minor 
victim’s father on May 28 

this year. 
Five accused persons were 

placed in Juvenile Welfare and 
C o r r e c t i o n a l  C e n t r e  i n 
Saidabad. 

Another accused who is a ma-
jor, Saduddin Malik was placed 

in Chanchalguda Jail. 
All the six accused were in-

terrogated during the two 
month jail period and the police 
wrapped their probe, they are 
yet to file a chargesheet soon. 
While the police are processing 
for chargesheet, 

All five were asked to cooper-
ate with the police as and when 
they are summoned and also as-
signed to drop their signatures 
every weekend at the DPO. 

Another minor accused who 
is the son of  a legislator was 
granted conditional bail on 
Wednesday. 

Accused’s plea was heard by 
the High Court and a decision 
was out on Wednesday while 
Saduddin also approached the 
High Court.

Coimbatore: P S Sundar who was working with The New Indian Express for 
47 years died of cardiac arrest at his house in Railey Compound near Coonoor 
on Tuesday night. He was 68. Sundar is survived by his wife S Shamala. One 
of the senior journalists in the Nilgiris, Sundar  covered news related to tea 
industry, district administration and also contributed human interest stories. 
He was also the founder trustee of Nilgiris Cultural Association.

BU violated norms in giving 
approval for new courses?

EDU MATTERS

N  D H A M O T H A R A N  @ Coimbatore 

BHARATHIAR University (BU) 
has violated the deadline for col-
leges to file applications to offer
new courses, allege academi-
cians. This came to light after 
the agenda for the next meeting, 
to be held on Friday, was circu-
lated to members. 

State president of  the Associa-
tion of  University Teachers 
(AUT) and senate former mem-
ber P Thirunavukkarasu, who 
flagged the violation, 
explained, “University 
Act states that if  a col-
lege wants to start new 
courses from the next 
academic year, it should 
get approval from the 
university in present 
academic year. It should 
apply by October and 
pay penalty if  it applies 
March. But BU has giv-
en approval to 25 pri-
vate colleges, 17 of  
which applied after 
March, to start new 
courses.” 

The university has given per-
mission to 25 colleges to offer 
new courses such as B, Sc Beau-
ty Wellness, BBA Aviation Man-
agement, B, Sc Data Science, etc. 
“The university violated norms 
ans favoured private colleges in
connivance with higher educa-
tion secretary. Because, we 
raised the issue with the Secre-
tary, but he failed to stop the vio-
lation,” he alleged.

Convener of  the Joint Action 
Council of  College Teachers M 
Nagarajan told TNIE, “Some pri-
vate college management de-
cides to start new courses based 
on trend in order to increase stu-
dent’ strength and make more 
money. If  the university gives ap-
proval to new courses instantly, 
there will be a lack of  teaching 
staff, amenities such as labs, 
class room, etc in the college. It 
would affect education of  stu-
dents who join the courses with 

high hopes, The higher 
education minister 
must put an end to such 
violations.”

When asked about it, 
Bharathiar University 
Vice Chancellor P Ka-
liraj clarified, “Due to 
the pandemic situation, 
it took some time in giv-
ing approval to the new 
courses. Besides, some 
colleges represented 
with the higher educa-
tion department to give 
approval for new cours-

es from the current academic 
year. Considering this, the uni-
versity gave approval and there 
is no violation on this.” 

Further, he said the university 
has decided to extend the dead-
line to receive applications from 
October to December and it will 
be finalised in the senate 
meeting.

Attempts to contact higher 
education secretary D Karthikey-
an for a comment went in vain.

Some colleges 
submitted 

represention with 
the higher 
education 

department to 
give approval for 
new courses from 

the current 
academic year 

P Kaliraj, VC

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

According to sources, a consult-
ant will be appointed through 
international bidding to prepare 
a Comprehensive Shoreline De-
velopment Plan. Multiple con-
sultants will be appointed for 
executing individual 
beach projects, the or-
der said. 

Despite having a 
shoreline that extends 
between Ennore Creek 
in the north to Kovalam 
in the south, access to the 
beaches is not continuous or 
uniform and the need to con-
serve the coastline from a cli-
mate perspective too remains 
unattended. The project would 
also factor in a National Centre 

for Coastal Research report that 
highlighted sea erosion and 
accretion. 

The project, announced in the 
State Assembly recently, is likely 
to be implemented in phases. It 
will be funded by the CMDA, 
which will also explore the pos-

sibility of  extending the 
project beyond Kovalam.

The 17-member SPV 
will be chaired by the 
housing secretary and 
CMDA member-secretary 

will be its CEO, environ-
ment secretary, corporation 

commissioner, CMD of  Tamil 
Nadu Urban Finance and Infra-
structure Development Corpora-
tion Limited, member-secretary 
of  State coastal zone manage-
ment authority, member-secre-

tary of  TNPCB, MD of  Tamil 
Nadu Urban Habitat Develop-
ment Board, member-secretary 
of  State planning commission, 
MD of  Tamil Nadu Tourism De-
partment Corporation and CEO 
of  Tamil Nadu Infrastructure 
Fund Management Corporation 
will be among members. Direc-
tor of  National Centre for Sus-
tainable Coastal Management 
(NCSCM), Director of  environ-
ment and climate change, Direc-
tor of  National Central for Coast-
al Research; Director of  National 
Institute of  Ocean  technology, 
Dr S A Sannasiraj, professor, De-
partment of  Ocean Engineering, 
IIT-Madras, and deputy director 
(Planning), Commissionerate of   
Municipal Administration will 
also be part of  the SPV.

Project may be extended beyond Kovalam

TNIE 
JOURNALIST 

PASSES 
AWAY

IF YOU FELL DOWN YESTERDAY, STAND UP  
TODAY ❯ H G WELLS
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