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Ayodhya Tretanath Temple

Built by Kulu King
300 years ago

Treta ke Thakur temple is located at the Naya
Ghat Ayodhya. It is a popular temple on the banks
of Saraya Ghat. The temple is dedicated to Lord
Ram, who is referred to as the Lord of Treta Yug.
The temple was built at the place where Ram
conducted the ‘Ashwadmedha Yagna' to celebrate
the victory over Ravana.

History

The temple was built by the King of Kulu 300
years ago. The temple was renovated in 1784 AD
by Maratha Queen Ahalyabai Holkar.
Architecture

The temple is an excellent piece of north Indian
Nagar-style Hindu temple architecture that has
conventional’shikaras. The idols in the temple are
black and made of a single black stone.

Legend

The temple was the venue where Lord Ram
performed the Ashwamedha Yajna (the horse
sacrifice) and set up images for himself and Devi
Sita. Those images are said to have been thrown
into the river by the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb.
The horse sacrifice is the best sacrifice a king
can perform. Only kings who aspire to universal
dominion can perform the yajna.

Prior to the sacrifice, the horse with the auspicious
mark is let loose to wander at will anywhere for
a year. An army follows the horse, and anyone
who tries to stop the horse is considered an enemy,
and his act is a challenge to the owner of the
horse. He has to be vanquished. After a year, the
horse comes back, and the sacrifice and feasting
take place.

The Lord performed the yajna, and no one
stopped the horse except Lav and Kush, sons of
Rama. They were twins born to Sita Devi while
she stayed in the ashram of Sage Valmiki when
she was abandoned by Ram. Both Luv and Kush,
being sons of Ram, wanted to know many things
about their mother’s stay in the ashram. Since Ram
was not accompanying the horse, they stopped the
horse to force Ram to come to them. They refused
to release the horse when many pleaded with them.
They released the horse only when their doubts
were cleared by Ram. Then only, the sacrifice went
on smoothly as per ritual.

Deities

The temple houses the idols of Lord Ram,
goddess Sita, Lakshmanan, Bharathan, Shatrughnan,
Hanuman and Sage Vashishtha. These idols are
black and made of single black sandstone.
Darshan and festival

The temple is open to the devotees only once
a year on Karthik Shukla Ekadashi, which falls
in the month of October/November. Devotees who
come and pray to Lord Ram here get their wishes
fulfilled. The temple remains open for 24 hours
on this day.
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