
 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  SW: Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER25,000

asylum-seekers were prevented by Greek 
authorities from entering the country illegally
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Beijing 32 17 TDS
Colombo 29 26 LC
Dhaka 34 27 TDS
Dubai 42 31 SNY
Houston 32 24 SNY
Istanbul 27 22 LC
London 21 13 LC

Los Angeles 31 19 LC
Melbourne 14 8 HR
Moscow 32 18 HR
New York 33 23 LC
Singapore 29 27 TDS
Toronto 24 20 LC
Washington 33 22 LC

Court suspends Thai PM 
till its ruling on term cap
Prayut will remain defense minister, Wongsuwan will be acting PM
BANGKOK

THAILAND’S Constitutional 
Court suspended the Prime 
Minister from his duties on 
Wednesday while it decides 
whether the man who led a mil-
itary coup in 2014 has violated 
the country’s term limits, po-
tentially opening a new chapter 
of  turmoil in the nation’s trou-
bled politics.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
O-Cha’s removal is likely to 
only be temporary since the 
court has generally ruled in the 
government’s favour in a slew 
of  political cases.

Any decision to allow the 

general to stay on risks invig-
orating a protest movement 
that has long sought to oust 
him and reopening deep fis-
sures in Thailand, which has 
been rocked by repeated 
bursts of  political chaos since 
a coup toppled then-Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra 
in 2006.

Deputy PM Prawit Wongsu-
wan, a close political ally of  
Prayut and part of  the same 
military clique that staged the 
coup, will take over as acting 
prime minister, a spokesman 
for the prime minister’s office 
said on Wednesday. Anucha 
Burapachaisri, the spokesman, 

added that Prayut would re-
spect the court’s decision and 
called on others to do the 
same.

But those who want Prayut 
gone don’t want Prawit in pow-
er either. “No Prayut. No Praw-
it. No military coup govern-
ment,” a leading protest group 
said in a statement after the 
court decision Wednesday. 

The group known as Ratsa-
don, or The People, issued a 
new call for protests, but only a 
s m a l l  nu m b e r  c a m e  i n 
response.

Prayut’s detractors contend 
he has violated a law that limits 
prime ministers to eight years 
in power, a threshold they say 
he hit Tuesday since he official-
ly became prime minister on 
August 24, 2014.

By a vote of  5 to 4 on Wednes-
day, the court agreed to suspend 
the prime minister from his du-
ties while it considers a peti-
tion from opposition lawmak-
ers. The court’s announcement 
said Prayut must submit his de-
fense within 15 days of  receiv-
ing a copy of  the complaint.

He will remain in his other 
post of  defense minister, ac-
cording to Burapachaisri. 

Some legal scholars think 
the eventual replacement 
would have to come from the 
small pool of  candidates that 
the nation’s political parties 
nominated for the job after the 
2019 general election. 

That list did not include 
Prawit, though it appears pos-
sible he could be nominated in 
case of  a deadlock. AP

Anti-government protesters display the three-finger symbol of resistance during a 
protest in Bangkok, Thailand on Wednesday |  AP

KYIV

UKRAINE nervously braced for 
what President Volodymr Zelen-
skyy warned could be  brutal 
Russian attacks on Wednesday 
as the nation observed its Inde-
pendence Day—and marked the 
war’s six-month point—under 
conditions considered too dan-
gerous to allow any major public 
celebrations in the capital.

Residents of  Kyiv woke up to 
air raid sirens, but there were no 
immediate attacks. Kyiv authori-
ties banned large gatherings in 
the capital through Thursday, 
fearing the national holiday 
might bring particularly heavy 
Russian missile strikes.

 “Russian provocations and 
brutal strikes are a possibility,” 
Zelenskyy said. “Please strictly 
follow the safety rules… Pay at-
tention to the air sirens. Pay at-
tention to official announce-
ments. And remember, we must 
all achieve victory together.”

In a holiday message to the 
country, Zelenskyy said, “Six 
months ago, Russia declared war 

on us. On February 24, all of  
Ukraine heard explosions and 
gunshots ... We were told: You 
have no chance. On August 24, 
we say, Happy Independence 
Day, Ukraine!” Meanwhile, West-
ern leaders paid tribute to the 
sacrifices and courage of  the 
Ukrainian people, voiced their 
resolve to keep supplying 
Ukraine with weapons and re-
viled Moscow. 

In Britain, floral and musical 
tributes punctuated a show of  
solidarity. An arch of  sunflow-
ers—Ukraine’s national flower, 
decorated the entrance to the UK 
PM’s Downing Street office. 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 
who is soon to leave office, urged 
allies to keep giving Ukraine all 
the military, humanitarian, eco-
nomic and diplomatic support it 
needs.

Brussels also chose to dress up 
for the occasion. The Belgian 
city decked itself  out in the col-
ours of the Ukrainian national
flag. A giant Ukrainian flag was 
unfurled in the capital’s historic 
Grand Place. AP

Ukraine observes its I-day, 
West leaders VOW support

Blue and yellow balloons, colours of the Ukrainian flag, decorate a child’s swing ride in 
Mostyska, Ukraine, on the country’s Independence Day on Wednesday

Gunman dies before 
trial, victims irked
MADRID 

SPAIN’S assisted suicide law is in the spotlight after 
doctors allowed the death of  a former security guard 
who faced trial for having stormed his former work-
place a year ago, shooting and wounding three people 
and a police officer.

Eugen Sabau, known in Spain as ‘the Tarragona 
gunman,’ applied for euthanasia in June, six months 
after he was left with quadriplegia when police sub-
dued him in a shootout following the attack December 
14 in the northeastern city.

Victims had argued that Sabau should not be helped 
to die before his trial, but two Spanish courts ruled 
that the accused’s right to seek assisted suicide pre-
vailed. The man died on Tuesday in a prison.

In March 2021, Spain became the fourth country in 
Europe to allow physician-assisted suicide for pa-
tients with incurable diseases and for people with un-
bearable permanent conditions.

A Tarragona court ruled that Sabau suffered un-
bearable pain with no possibility of  relief  and agreed 
with the medical commission to delay it until after the 
trial violated the accused’s dignity and rights.

José Antonio Bitos, a lawyer for the injured police 
officer, said Wednesday that Spain’s assisted suicide 
law had been rushed in and should be reformed to 
prevent similar cases in the future.   

Sabau had problems with the  private security firm 
he worked for and had warned several colleagues that 
he would take revenge.  AP

SOFIA

A 17-year-old pilot became the youngest person to fly 
solo around the world in a small aircraft after he land-
ed on Wednesday in Bulgaria, where his journey 
kicked off  five months ago.

Mack Rutherford, a Belgian-British dual national, 
landed on an airstrip west of  Bulgaria’s capital, Sofia, 
to complete his task and to claim two Guinness World 
Records. 

Along with becoming the youngest person to fly 
around the world by himself, Rutherford is the young-
est person to circumnavigate the globe in a microlight 
plane.

Rutherford said he hoped his achievement would 
inspire young people to pursue their dreams.

“Just follow your dreams, no matter how old you 
are—work hard and move forward to achieve your 
goals,” he said after he stepped out of  the aircraft.

The journey, which began on March 23, took Ru-
therford through 52 countries over five continents. He 
turned 17 during the trip. To set a mark recognised by 
the Guinness World Records, he crossed the equator 
twice.

The flight took him through Africa and the Gulf  
region to India, China, South Korea and Japan. He 
crossed the northern Pacific and landed after 10 un-
interrupted hours in the air on a volcanic island near 
the Bering Strait. AP

Teen pilot sets 
record for solo flight 
around the world

AIMING HIGH

JERUSALEM

ISRAEL’S prime minister urged President Joe Biden and 
Western powers to call off  an emerging nuclear deal with 
Iran, saying that negotiators are letting Tehran manipulate 
the talks and that an agreement would reward Israel’s ene-
mies. Yair Lapid called the emerging agreement a ‘bad deal’ 
and suggested that Biden has failed to honor red lines he had 
previously promised to set. “The countries of  the West draw 
a red line, the Iranians ignore it, and the red line moves,” 
Lapid told reporters.  Lapid warned that Iran would divert 
billions of  dollars in unfrozen funds to hostile militant 
groups, such as Hezbollah in neighboring Lebanon, that 
threaten Israel. “This money will fund the Revolutionary 
Guard,” Lapid said, adding, “It will fund more attacks on 
American bases in the Middle East. It will be used to 
strengthen Hezbollah, Hamas, and Islamic Jihad.”  AP

Israel warns on nuke deal,  
Iran gets US response



          . 
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25  2022 



      
 7 ..    . 
     . 
   ,   
  ,    .

:    183  
  .25  4  
   . 

      
,   
 ,    
,     
  .    

    
 .  
   
 .  
   . 
   
.  
.  ,  
   
,    
,   
    
  
   
   
 .

:         
       
 ,    .

         
    .    
   .

   .    
,      
   .   
      .

:    34 
    
   
 16.32  . 
   
 ,   
  .

      
,    
  48  . 
,   
    
   
  .

   
    
    
   
    
.   

   
   
   
  
    
   
   
   
   
    
.

   
    
    
   
   .

   
  32  
.,  28  , 
  22  .  

   
 . 
  10 
 .  
  
  . 
 108  . 
   

 .
    

  30  
.  16  .  
  22  .  
 68  .  
  . 
   
 . 
    
   
   .

:         
      . 

       
         
     400 .  
       .

      , 
       
        
   .

        
        
 .     , 
, ,   6       1  
26     .

:   
   
   
   
   .

   
    
   
, ,   
   
   
    
 .  12 
    
 .   

    
 .   
     
.   
 2000    
 .  
   
   
  . 

    
     
.   
.   
   
    

   .  
      
   
    

. 
   

   
   

 .  
, ,   
   
.

 :  

:    
   
   
     
  .

    
   , 
    
     
.   
     
.   
0   
    
. 

     
    
.     
   .

  .  
 ,  
    
   

    
    
     
   . 

 31  9 
    
   

 .    
   . 
 ,  
 0   
    
    
 .

      
  . 

     :  

12  :  

       
 ,   .    
 . 

    

   16.32   

    

:    
     
,    
    
     .

    
      
   . 
    
.. ,   
..  .  
    
   .  
   
     
.

      
  . 
. , . .. 
,  .  
,  .   
,   
,  , 

 ,  , 
 ,  , 

 ,  ,  
,  ,   
.   
 , .


     
     
     
   
.

    
  ,  
   .  
    
,     
  .

   , . 
 , 
 , 
,  , 
 , ,  
    
.

    
     
  .

:   

:      
    ,  
 . 29 .

.28  10    
     ,  
      
  . .29 
     
 , .  4 
, , , , 
, ,    
.       
,    .

     
,   ,  , 
 ,     , 
      
 .

:     
      
     
  .

2023  24   
  13     3  
      
  . 

    
  . 
 , 
   
,  
  
,  
 ,  
  .

  
  
   
   
  
   
   
  
 . 
 , 
..,  
,  , 
  .

        
 . 

.24  
  

  29

  
 

      
      

 .
��   .  


