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Adetailed analysis of  the Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PMJAY), the government’s flag-

ship health insurance scheme, shows
those most vulnerable — whether in
terms of  states, communities or gender —
haven’t been able to use it as well as the rel-
atively better off.

For instance, though Scheduled
Castes and Schedules Tribes constitute
about 28% of  the population, their share
in private hospital admissions at the na-
tional level since the scheme’s inception
was just 5% and 2%, respectively. States
with low poverty and disease burden,
such as Kerala and HP, were found to be
using services under the scheme much
more than poorer states with high needs
such as Bihar, MP, Assam and UP.

An analysis of  the government's
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yoja-
na (PMJAY) scheme shows that in
terms of  gender, though enrolment
is almost equal for men and women,
the total number and value of
claims were higher for males. And
though private hospitals constitu-
ted 56% of  empanelled hospitals,
they accounted for 75% of  the mon-
ey spent on reimbursing claims un-
der the scheme.

The analysis was published in
The Lancet Regional Health —

Southeast Asia and done by re-
searchers from Association for So-
cially Applicable Research (ASAR),
Pune and Duke University School
of  Medicine in the US. The study
looked at the 2018-2022 period.

Vulnerable population groups
like SCs, Other Backward Classes,
Muslims, and families with chil-
dren and elderly have higher cases
of  catastrophic health expenditure
(CHE) — a situation where health
spending exceeds 10% of  a house-
hold’s consumption expenditure —
the paper noted. Also, impoverish-
ment due to health expenditure is

higher in rural areas and poorer
states. PMJAY, launched in Septem-
ber 2018, was meant to protect the
most vulnerable, about 50 crore be-
longing to the bottom 40% of  the
population, from financial hard-
ships.

The study cited a 2021 national
household survey that showed that
awareness and enrolment levels
were the lowest among households
in the poorest 40% of  the popula-
tion. “Thus, overall, the scheme is
failing to target the most vulnera-
ble population,” it stated.

According to the authors, the
discrepancy in utilisation between
states was due to poor supply-side
factors, including a low number of
empanelled hospitals, an ineffi-
cient beneficiary identification
system, and weak health govern-
ance in states with greater poverty
and disease burdens.

“A similar pattern is seen at the
district level, where socio-econom-
ically backward districts (also
known as aspirational districts)
have lower beneficiary identifica-
tion rates, total number of  claims
and total claim amounts than non-
aspirational districts. The majori-
ty of  aspirational districts are lo-
cated in Jharkhand, Orissa and
Chhattisgarh,” noted the paper. 

Most vulnerable availed
fewer benefits of PMJAY
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 Share of SCs & STs in private 
hospital admissions across the 
country was only 5% and 2%

 States like Himachal Pradesh 
and Kerala with low poverty 
and disease burden used the 
scheme more than poorer 
states like Bihar, UP, Assam

 No. and value of claims were 
higher for men than women

 More vulnerable groups 
accessed care through public 
hospitals, showed the study

It then follows that if  anybody is
booked for criminal offences
such as those as have been regis-

tered against the present petition-
er, it may amount to an invasion
upon the rights of  the citizens of
this country. Such an effort by any
complainant, howsoever high he
or she may be in position, cannot
be countenanced and must be stop-
ped,” said Justices Sunil Shukre
and Milind Sathaye on April 5.

On a complaint by Sanjay Dani
(67), the police had on January 18,
2018 lodged the FIR against Benga-

luru resident Avijit Michael (34) of
Jhatkaa.org under IPC Section 186
(obstructing public servant in dis-
charge of  public functions) and the
Information Technology Act.

In December 2017, a campaign
was started on Jhatkaa’s website
to save Aarey. The FIR said mis-
leading messages were circulated
to raise voice and ask Bhide and
then CM Devendra Fadnavis to
look for alternatives to save
around 3,500 trees. Bhide received
messages on her official phone. On
May 7, 2018, Avijit was arrested and
released on bail.

The judges said that the allega-

tions prima facie do not constitute
the offences alleged. Also, under
Section 186, it is “for that public
servant to come forward and allege
obstruction”. But Bhide did not
come forward, nor did Dani say she
informed him about it.

The judges said messages do
not show that the sender intended
to obstruct Bhide from discharg-
ing her public functions. “These
messages show at their face value
that sender of  the messages was
the person who had intention to
make efforts for preservation of
the trees in larger interest of  socie-
ty,” they added.

‘Messages show sender wanted to save
trees in society’s larger interest’
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New Delhi: Thirteen fresh Co-
vid fatalities were reported in
the last 24 hours, the highest
single-day toll from the virus
since November last year. With
this, 59 deaths have been record-
ed in the last seven days, up from
38 in the preceding seven-day
period. While deaths remain
low during the current surge,
the toll has been inching as 
active cases swell, reports 
Durgesh SNandan Jha . 

The count of  active cases is
expected to cross 30,000 by Fri-
day night, up from 16,300 a week
ago.

According to data shared by
the Union health ministry, 1.78
lakh Covid-19 tests were con-
ducted across states/UTS in the
last 24 hours and the positivity
rate was recorded at 3.39%.

India has been witnessing a
steady increase in Covid-19
cases, with average daily cases
rising to 4,188 in the week end-
ing April 7, from 571 in the week
ending March 17.

Eight states are reporting
high number of  Covid cases in
India with 10 or more districts
reporting more than 10% posi-
tivity in Kerala, Maharashtra
and Delhi and over 5 districts re-
porting more than 5% positivity
in the states of  Karnataka, Ker-
ala, Maharashtra, Delhi, Hima-
chal Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and
Haryana, the health ministry
said.

The Union health ministry,
in a review meeting with states
on Friday, stressed on the im-

portance of  enhancing public
awareness campaigns regard-
ing adherence to Covid appro-
priate behaviour.

Health minister Mansukh
Mandaviya requested all state
health ministers to personally
monitor and review the prepa-
redness of  all logistics and in-
frastructure including availa-
bility of  sufficient designated
hospital beds and ensure that
there is adequate stock of  essen-
tial medicines. States were also
asked to regularly update their
Covid data on the Covid India
Portal. Next week, on Monday
and Tuesday, a nationwide
mock drill is planned to assess
emergency preparedness of
both public and private hospi-
tals.

The states were informed in
the review meeting that WHO
was closely tracking one sub-
variant of  interest (VOI),
XBB.1.5, while six other subvar-
iants are being monitored
(BQ.1, BA.2.75, CH.1.1, XBB, XBF
and XBB.1.16).

Mandaviya urges states
to stock up on essential

meds as Covid cases rise

Health minister Mansukh Mandaviya

New Delhi: Delhi Police has bus-
ted a fake job agency and arrested
three men for cheating more than
100 people by promising them
high-paying jobs abroad. 

The accused were identified
as Sohail Nijam, a BTech gradua-
te, Afroj Alam and Parvej Alam.
They are residents of  Govindpu-
ri, Jasola and Jamia Nagar, re-
spectively. 

Police recovered six mobile
phones, two laptops, 68 Indian
passports, fake job offer letters
from a Chinese company and for-
ged air tickets to Turkey and Et-
hiopia.

An investigation was started
after a man named Dilawar Singh

filed a complaint on April 3, DCP
(southeast) Rajesh Deo said.

"Singh alleged that he was che-
ated by the owner of  a company
which promised him a job in lea-
ding overseas firms. He made a
payment of  Rs one lakh to the ac-
cused and, in return, he was given
a fake e-visa, a fake offer letter
and an air ticket. After receiving
the amount, the accused fled with
the money," the DCP said.

The gang would send fake job
offer letters through WhatsApp to
potential targets and take them
from money. They would also ke-
ep their passports as a part of  the
job process. The statement of  the-
ir agency’s account revealed
transactions of  over Rs 50 lakh,
cops said.

3 arrested for duping
over 100 in job scam
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New Delhi: The consumer protection watchdog has slapped
notices on gaming company Lotus 365 and three celebrities,
including actors Nawazuddin Siddique and Urvashi Rautela, for
endorsing the company’s “misleading” advertisement, reports
Dipak Dash. The Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA)
has sought response of the firm and celebrities before initiating
action against them.

Celebs, gaming co get notices for ‘misleading’ ad
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