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LANDMARK RULING.
The Supreme Court held that courts
have the power to modify arbitral 
awards in limited circumstances p14

TECHNOPHILE.
The new slim 16-inch stunner
ASUS ZenBook S16 dazzles with
its display and design p4

QUICKLY.

MUTED RESPONSE

Ather Energy IPO
subscribed 1.43 times

Bengaluru: Ather Energy has
closed bidding for its IPO with
an overall subscription of 1.43
times. The first mainline IPO of
FY26 saw only a muted
response. Qualified
institutional buyers showed
interest in the final stretch,
subscribing 1.7 times their
allocation. However, the NII
quota remained under-
subscribed at 66 per cent. The
subscription was dominated by
the employee-reserved
portion, which witnessed a
5.43 times subscription, while
the quota for retail investors
was subscribed 1.78 times. p8

The BJP-led government has
pulled the rug from under
the Opposition by approving
caste enumeration in the up-
coming national Census.
This will be the first caste
census since 1931.

“Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Cabinet Commit-
tee of Political A�airs de-
cided today that caste enu-
meration should be included
in the forthcoming Census,”
Information and Broadcast-
ing Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw said on Wednesday. 

BOLD BID

“This demonstrates that our
government is committed to
the values and interests of
our society and country, like
in the past when our govern-
ment introduced 10 per cent
reservation for the econom-
ically weaker sections of so-
ciety without causing stress
in any section,” he added. 

E�ectively, the BJP has
taken away the Congress’ key
political plank which the
Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi has been talk-

ing about for the past several
years. “The Centre should
make a time-bound commit-
ment regarding completing
the caste census while
Budget provisions for the
same have to be made,”
Gandhi said. “We see the
caste census as a new
paradigm of development in
the country,” he added.

By including caste in the
Census — a Central subject
under Article 246 — the
Modi government aims to
standardise data collection,
sidestepping the patchy, of-
ten politicised, State-level
surveys. Bihar and Karnataka
conducted caste surveys, but
there were allegations of bias
and non-transparency.

Taking a dig at the Con-

gress, Vaishnaw said the
party and its INDI alliance
partners had used caste
census time and again as a
political tool, and added that
past UPA governments had
not conducted a caste census
but only surveys.

2024 SETBACK IN UP

The BJP government de-
cision is a gambit to reclaim
lost ground in the Hindi
heartland, especially in Uttar
Pradesh that sends 80 MPs.
The Congress and the Sama-
jwadi Party campaign on
Constitution and caste un-
dermined the BJP’s
Hindutva plank in the 2024
polls with its tally plummet-
ing from 62 seats in 2019 to
just 33 (out of 80) in the last

year’s general elections. Its
vote share slid from 49.6 per
cent to 41.4 per cent. The op-
position INDI alliance, capit-
alising on caste alignments,
clinched 43 seats, the SP
alone bagging 37. In this con-
text, the inclusion of caste in
Census data is a bold bid to
reset the electoral chess-
board. For decades, India has
avoided caste-based census
data, last comprehensively
collected in 1931.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter MK Stalin said on X,
“Caste census is essential —
not optional — for objective
policymaking, targeted wel-
fare, and the pursuit of real
social justice. You cannot
remedy injustice without
first recognising its scale.”

In 2011-12, the Congress-
led government carried out a
Socio-Economic and Caste
Census (SECC), which
Vaishnaw criticised as a
“half-measure”, politically
expedient and incomplete. 

The BJP’s move is a calcu-
lated pivot to reclaim caste-
based voter blocs ahead of
future elections, signalling a
commitment to social equity
while reinforcing its gov-
ernance credentials. 

Also read p3

Modi govt greenlights caste
enumeration in next Census 
GAMBIT. First such exercise since 1931; BJP move to reclaim lost ground in Hindi heartland

Abhishek Law
New Delhi

CASTE COUNT

� Since independence, the
decennial Census (e.g., 2011)
has included data on SC/STs
but not OBCs

� The 2011 Socio-Economic and
Caste Census (SECC) was a
partial attempt, but its data were criticised for
inconsistencies

� The demand for a caste census has been driven by
regional parties and OBC/SC/ST groups

US President Donald Trump
has indicated that India and
the US will have a trade deal
soon. He said the ongoing
talks on the proposed India-
US bilateral trade agreement
(BTA) are “coming along
great”. 

Indian o�cials, however,
believe that it will take at
least two months even to
work out an early tranche
with limited commitments
restricted to a few goods.
Sources said the first full
tranche of the agreement
may take as long as six
months.

“India (trade talk) is com-
ing along great. I think we’ll
have a deal with India,”
Trump told reporters on
Tuesday at the White House. 

‘EASY TO NEGOTIATE’

Earlier on Tuesday, US
Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent said the US was
“very close” to a trade deal
with India. 

Significantly, he said it was
“easy to negotiate” with In-
dia because the issues were
with regard to “very high tar-
i�s” and they could be con-
fronted directly. 

“India, in a funny way, is
easier to negotiate than

many other countries be-
cause they have very high tar-
i�s and lots of tari�s... So, it’s
much easier to confront the
direct tari�s...” he said.

He added that substantial
talks were also happening
with South Korea and Japan.

Apparently, the US is op-
timistic while India contin-
ues to be extremely cautious.

SOME PROGRESS

Sources said that “some pro-
gress” was made when senior
Indian o�cials and their US
counterparts met in Wash-
ington DC last week. They
thrashed out issues and
timelines.

“However, positions are
not close enough for an
agreement to be forged in
just a few weeks,” a source

tracking the matter told
businessline.

“There is some agreement
on the contours of the deal
but the hard-nosed negoti-
ations on tari� reduction
and addressing non-tari�
barriers will need some time.
An interim deal with limited
items that could help India
avoid the reciprocal tari�s
announced by the US may
need at least two months to
be finalised,” the source
said. 

Meanwhile, US Com-
merce Secretary Howard
Lutnick added to the sus-
pense around trade deals on
Tuesday, stating that the US
had reached its first trade
deal but said it was not fully
finalised and did not reveal
the country involved.

Amiti Sen
New Delhi

India trade deal soon, says Trump;
will take 2 months: Central officials

India (trade talk) is coming along great.
I think we’ll have a deal with India 
DONALD TRUMP,

US President

Air India aircraft operating
from Delhi to the US will
burn around 10 tonnes extra
fuel per flight with an in-
crease in flying time due to
the closure of Pakistan air-
space, airline sources said.

The airline’s employee
and engineering expenses
are also set to rise. However,
the airline will be able to save
on hotel accommodation ex-
penses in Copenhagen and
Vienna as it has secured the
nod of the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation to oper-
ate one-stop outbound
flights without a crew change
in transit.

PILOTS’ CONCERN

While pilots have voiced
concern about fatigue due to
extended work hours, Air In-
dia o�cials say extra rest is
being provided during lay-
over and on return to base.

Air India has 38 flights
daily (two way) from Delhi to
Canada, Europe and the US.
While the outbound flights
to the US West Coast are tak-
ing the route over the Pacific
Ocean, those flying to the US
East Coast are taking a re-
fuelling halt in Vienna or
Copenhagen.

These flights from Delhi
are taking a longer southern
route crossing Gujarat and
Iran into Europe extending
by around 60 minutes. Apart

from this, fuel burn will also
be impacted by the addi-
tional landing and takeo� in
Europe. This is because the
rate of fuel burn is at the
highest during the take o�
and climb phase of a flight.

Normally, Air India air-
craft to New York or Chicago
consume 85-125 tonnes of
fuel based on the aircraft
type, payload and wind
conditions 

The airline’s maintenance
costs too will rise as Air India
needs engineering support
in Copenhagen and Vienna
for its US and Canada flights.

One-stop flights will also
add up to the cost as aircraft
checks and maintenance
schedules are based on the
number of hours an aircraft
flies and the number of
cycles it performs (a takeo�
and landing is a flight cycle).
However, sources say the ef-
fects of the doubling of flight
cycles would be seen over the
long term.

The immediate impact is

being felt on operations and
maintenance schedules. In
the normal course, flights
from the US would land in
Delhi in the morning and
thus Air India could utilise
the same aircraft for a do-
mestic flight in the after-
noon. 

Alternatively, mainten-
ance action could be carried
out on it before night US de-
parture. “Now that window
is getting squeezed,” a
source said.

“We are evaluating the im-
pact of airspace closure.
Everything is being assessed
on how it impacts our net-
work, the impact on passen-
gers and so on,” an airline ex-
ecutive said. 

While no one is quite cer-
tain when the border tension
will end, Air India o�cials re-
main firm on maintaining
the current scale of opera-
tions. “Pakistan may well
want to disrupt our opera-
tions, but we will not let that
happen,” an o�cial asserted.

Aneesh Phadnis 
Mumbai

Air India has 38 flights daily
(two way) from Delhi to
Canada, Europe and the US

Air India’s fuel bill to soar on Pak airspace closure 

It’s time to update geo-
graphy and general know-
ledge books. India’s coast-
line has been shored up by
3,537.21 km or nearly 50 per
cent to 11,098.81 km from
7,561.60 km. This is due to a
change in the methodology
of calculation, which now
accounts for every contour
and curve, according to a
circular issued by the Union
Shipping Ministry.

WHY THE DEVIATION

Since the 1970s, the length
of India’s coastline, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Home
A�airs, has been pegged at
7,561 km. But the Coastal
Protection and Develop-
ment Advisory Committee
had been deliberating on
this since 2010 and went in
for re-verification in 2019,
yielding this new figure
now. As the circular ex-

plains, the length of the
coastline is liable to vary
when measured from maps
of di�erent scales. In the
1970s, the length of the
coastline might have been
computed from then-avail-
able records at a scale of
1:4,500,000 or less, whereas
the re-verified data have
been computed at a scale of
1:250,000. The larger the
scale of the map, the greater
the length outcome. This is
because larger-scale data
captures more intricate de-
tails such as bays and inlets.

The length of India’s o�-
shore islands/islets has
been finalised at 1,298
(1,059 islands and 239 is-
lets) in the reconciliation
exercise. Secondly, the
length of o�shore islands
has been added to the total
length of three verified
coastlines, which might
have been left out in the
1970s data due to scale con-
straints and conventional/
manual measuring meth-
ods. Further, the circular
said that the peripheral
coastline (high-water line)

of individual o�shore is-
lands has been used to cal-
culate coastline length.

ALL ABOARD

At a meeting in September
2024, under the chairman-
ship of the Surveyor Gen-
eral of India, it was decided
that the probable reasons
for the variation between
the existing coastline
length and the re-verified
coastline length must be
outlined prior to the public-
ation of the updated length.
The circular said that all the
stakeholders in the meeting
unanimously endorsed this.

Earlier measurements
may have relied on simpli-
fied straight-line distances,
whereas the current ap-
proach, using the fractal
method, captures every
curve and contour, result-
ing in a more accurate and
longer coastline measure-
ment, said a faculty of a
large maritime university. 

India’s coastline is now over 3,500 km longer!
New methodology, mapping capturing bays and inlets, has led to near 50% expansion 

TE Raja Simhan
Chennai

SHORED UP. India’s coastline length has now been pegged at
11,098.81 km, up from 7,561 km last measured in the 1970s 
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The Spices Board, in collab-
oration with APEDA, con-
ducted a one-day sensitisa-
tion programme on the 8th
edition of the National Pro-
gramme for Organic Produc-
tion (NPOP) on spices at Ko-
chi. 

The event aimed to raise
awareness on updated NPOP
standards for sustainable
spice production besides
promoting the export of or-
ganic spices and spice
products.

SAFE FOOD

The programme was inaug-
urated P Hemalatha, Secret-
ary, Spices Board. Saswati
Bose, General Manager,
APEDA; BN Jha, Director
(Marketing), Spices Board;
Dharmendra Das, Director
(Development), Spices
Board; and Joji Mathew, Dir-
ector (Retd), Spices Board
and Lead Auditor, NPOP ad-

dressed the participants. 
Hemalatha said, “Sustain-

able agriculture aims to en-
sure safe and nutritious food
at a�ordable cost, farmer
profitability, and environ-
mental conservation. In this
context, the 8th edition of
NPOP provides essential
guidelines for organic spice
production in harmony with
nature. I hope this pro-
gramme deepens stakehold-
ers’ understanding and com-
mitment to sustainable

practices.”
The technical sessions fea-

tured insightful presenta-
tions on organic certifica-
tion, updated NPOP
standards, market trends,
and practical challenges.
Saswati Bose elaborated on
the 8th edition’s provisions
for sustainable spice produc-
tion. Thejas Thayyil, Busi-
ness Head, Biowin Agro Re-
search, spoke on the scope
and global demand for or-
ganic spices.

Our Bureau
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P Hemalatha, Secretary, Spices Board inaugurating one-day
sensitisation programme on the 8th edition of the National
Programme for Organic Production (NPOP) on spices 

Spices Board hosts awareness
programme on organic production 

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday stayed an order dir-
ecting the CBI to file an FIR
and start probe against the
chief principal secretary of
Kerala Chief Minister Pin-
arayi Vijayan in a dispropor-
tionate assets case.

A bench of Justices
Dipankar Datta and Manmo-
han issued notice to the CBI,
Kerala government and the
complainant on an appeal
filed by K M Abraham, a re-
tired IAS o�cer and the
CM’s chief principal
secretary.

Senior advocate R Basant,
appearing for Abraham, sub-
mitted an FIR under the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act
cannot be registered without
mandatory sanction under
Section 17A of the law.

The Kerala High Court on
April 11 ordered the CBI
probe against Abraham on
the plea filed by activist
Jomon Puthenpurackal.

The high court observed a
careful analysis of the pre-
liminary inquiry report,
other materials and Abra-
ham’s defence “prima facie
indicated he possessed
“movable and immovable
properties disproportionate
to his known sources of
income”.

DOUBTFUL PROBE

The probe by the Vigilance
and Anti-Corruption Bureau
(VACB) in the matter, it said,
wouldn’t “instil confidence
in the public” and the credib-
ility of its enquiry was
“doubtful”.

Underlining a fair, honest
and complete investigation
to retain public confidence in
the impartial working of the

state agencies, the high court
insisted on roping in the CBI
to investigate the matter.

The high court in the pro-
cess of handing over the
probe the central probe

agency, set aside a 2017 or-
der of the enquiry commis-
sioner-cum-special judge in
Thiruvananthapuram, who
rejected the petitioner’s
complaint against Abraham.

The order was “perverse
and wholly unreasonable”, it
held.

The high court said the
special judge ought to have
appreciated the petitioner’s
contentions with regard to
the various properties,
worth crores, acquired by
Abraham that were excluded
from consideration by the
VACB enquiry o�cer.

“The approach adopted by
the Special Judge is not ac-
ceptable,” it added.

The petitioner alleged Ab-
raham, during service, ac-
quired an apartment worth
₹3 crore in Mumbai, another
apartment worth ₹1 crore at
Thycaud in
Thiruvananthapuram and
constructed a three-storey
shopping complex at Kadap-
pakkada in Kollam district
worth ₹8 crore.

Abraham denied all the al-
legations. 

DA case: SC stays order for CBI
probe against Kerala CM top advisor
THE RULING. HC on April 11 ordered CBI probe against Abraham on activist Jomon Puthenpurackal’s plea

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

HC’S TAKE. Underlining a fair, honest and complete
investigation to retain public confidence in the impartial working
of the state agencies, the high court insisted on roping in the CBI 

Epicure Innovative LLP, an
incubatee of the Zonal Tech-
nology Management & Ag-
ribusiness Incubation (ZTM-
ABI) Centre at ICAR-Central
Institute of Fisheries Tech-
nology, has been awarded
Best Fisheries Startup at the
Coastal States Fisheries
Meet 2025 held in Mumbai.

Founded in 2022, Epicure
Innovative has rapidly
emerged as a pioneering
force in the seafood industry.
With robust technical and
business development sup-
port from CIFT, the start-up
has introduced Vacuum Skin
Packaging (VSP)—a first-of-
its-kind innovation in India’s
seafood retail segment. The
VSP technology ensures
leak-proof, hygienic and ex-

port-grade packaging that
significantly extends shelf
life while maintaining 100
per cent chemical-free qual-
ity. Epicure has expanded its
operations to Tamil Nadu,
Karnatakaand Andhra Pra-
desh. The company’s ready-
to-cook, hygienic seafood
products are now available to
consumers through digital
platforms as well as leading
supermarket chains.

Epicure Innovative bags best fisheries startup award  
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	Corrigendum (1)
	CORRIGENDUM TO E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
	Sale of Immovable Property of Asten Realtors Private Limited (In liquidation) 
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