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Enough is enough: Prez
on crimes against women
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Centresuggestsstates to
conductnightpatrols,
limitaccess tohospitals

SANKET KOUL
NewDelhi,28August

TheCentreonWednesdayaskedstates
to conduct night patrols, security
auditsofdistricthospitalsandregulate
access to big health facilities as part of
the measures to prevent violence
againstmedicsandensuretheirsafety.

Thevirtualmeetingwasco-chaired
by secretaries of the Union home and
healthministriesandattendedbychief
secretaries and director generals of
police (DGPs).

Themeeting comes a day after the
ten-member National Task Force
(NTF), appointed by the Supreme
Courtmetforthefirst timetoformulate
a protocol for the safety and security
of healthcare professionals. The task
force had decided to hold wider con-
sultationswithother stakeholders.

“The meeting was in pursuance of
the Supreme Court’s order dated
August 22 to ensure that certain basic
minimum measures are put in place
by the state governments and union
territories (UTs)pending receiptof the
report of NTF to address the concerns
of the doctors over their safety at their
workplaces,” anofficial source said.

Theofficers of state andUTadmin-
istrationsapprisedtheCentreaboutthe
stepstakenbythemtoenhancesecurity
and provide a safer working environ-
mentforhealthcareworkersacrosspub-
lic and private hospitals, medical col-
legesandotherhealthcare institutions.

“These included provision of chief
security officers inhospitals andmed-
icalcolleges,policeverificationofcon-

tractual and outsourced employees
working in government hospitals and
jointsecurityauditsatgovernmentdis-
trict hospitals andmedical colleges by
district magistrates, the superinten-
dent of police along with the dean or
director of these institutions,” the
source added.

The Centre further requested
officers to ensure the installation of
CCTV cameras at blind spots, display
of revamped positions under
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and
integration with ‘112’ helpline for
healthcare workers in the hospitals
withhigh footfall.

ARCHIS MOHAN & PTI
NewDelhi,28August

P
residentDroupadiMurmu
on Wednesday said the
August 9 rape andmurder
of a junior doctor in a

Kolkatahospitalhas “dismayedand
horrified”her, andasserted it is time
for India to wake up to the “perver-
sion” of crimes against women and
counter themindset that sees them
as “less powerful, less capable,
less intelligent”.

“Enough is enough. No civilised
society can allow daughters and
sisters tobe subjected to suchatroc-
ities,” Murmu said, expressing
anguishovercrimesagainstwomen
in an exclusive signed article for
news agency Press Trust of India
(PTI).

“In 12 years since Nirbhaya (the
gangrape and murder of a Delhi
woman in 2012), countless rapes
havebeenforgotten... this ‘collective
amnesia’ is obnoxious,” she said.

This was the President’s first
public statement since the horrific
incident at Kolkata’s RG Kar
Hospital nearly twenty days ago.

Murmu said it is this objectifica-
tion of women by a few that is
behind the crimes against women,”
which is “ingrained deeply”.

In her article, Murmu said the
recent spate of crimes against
women should force honest self-
introspection to uncover the roots
of themalaise. “Iwasdismayedand
horrifiedwhen I came to hear of it,”
she said, adding that it is more
depressing that it is part of a series
of crimes against women.

Murmu said: “The nation is
bound to be outraged, and so am I.”

The President urged the media
tobe fearlesswhile reporting,noting
that the fourthestateplaysabig role
in shaping the country and society.

"Media ko nirbhikta se kam
karna chaiye (media should work
fearlessly),”shecommented. “Kabhi
satyasehatnanahichaiye (It should

never deviate from the truth).”
“You are a journalist but you are

also a citizen. I too am a citizen.
What you are concerned about, I
am equally concerned about,”
she remarked.

Murmu believed that India’s
ambitious bid to host the 2036
Olympics is a step in the rightdirec-

tion as it would not just inspire
people but also promote
meritocracy in the country’s sport-
ing landscape.

“I do like watching sports
although I did not get too many
opportunities to play. But when I
could, I preferred Indian sports,”
Murmu toldPTI.

“TheOlympics shoulddefinitely
happen in India. It would inspire
people and promote merit in
sports,” the president, who also
wroteanexclusive signedarticle for
PTI on crimes againstwomen, said.

Adecisionon thehost country is
notexpected tobe takenbefore2026
and could even come in 2027 as the
International Olympic Committee
will initiate the process only after
holding its elections next year.

ThePresident’s comments came
onaday thatWestBengal chiefmin-
ister Mamata Banerjee, whose gov-
ernment has been criticised by the
SupremeCourt, thecivil societyand
opposition parties for its lackadai-
sical approach in the investigation,
advocated capital punishment to
the convicted.

Banerjee said an amendment to
the existing laws will be passed in
the State Assembly next week to
ensure capital punishment to con-
victed rapists. She said that she
would sit for dharna outside Raj
Bhawan here if the governor delays
in giving assent to the amendedbill
or forwards it to the President
for ratification.

Meanwhile, daily life was par-
tially affected in West Bengal on
Wednesday due to a 12-hour shut-
down called by the Bharatiya
JanataParty (BJP),protestingpolice
actionagainstdemonstratorsduring
a march to ‘Nabanna’, the state
secretariat.

On Tuesday, clashes broke out
between police and protesters in
different parts of Kolkata and
Howrah as the latter tried tomarch
towards ‘Nabanna’ to demand
Banerjee’s resignation.

IMAsuspends
formerRGKar
Hospitalprincipal

TheIndianMedicalAssociationon
Wednesdaysuspendedthe
membershipofformerRGKar
MedicalCollegeandHospital
principalSandipGhosh,amidaCBI
probeintotherapeandmurderof
ajuniordoctorattheKolkata-
basedinstituteearlierthismonth.
Thedecisionwastakenbyits
disciplinarycommittee. PTI

“RECENTSPATESHOULDFORCE
HONESTSELF-INTROSPECTION
TOUNCOVERTHEROOTSOF
THEMALAISE”
DROUPADI MURMU
President

“AMENDMENTTOEXISTING
LAWSWILLBEPASSEDINTHE
ASSEMBLYTOENSURE
CAPITALPUNISHMENTFOR
CONVICTEDRAPISTS”
MAMATA BANERJEE
Chiefminister,WestBengal

BengalCMcalls forcapitalpunishmentforconvictedrapists

Instagram brings “add text
to images” via editor
Meta-ownedsocialmediaplatform Instagramhas
launchedanewfeature thatallowsusers toadd text to
theirphotosdirectly fromthepost editor, eliminating the
need fora separateapp.Additionally, users cannow layer
onephotooveranotherasa stickerwithin thepost editor.

PARALYMPICS BEGINTODAY
Justweeksafter
hostingtheOlympics,
thesummerofsports
inParisbegins its final
chapterWednesday
withtheopening
ceremonyofthe
ParalympicGames.

Morethan4,000
athleteswithphysical,
visualandintellectual
impairmentswill
competein22sports
overthenext11days.

Indiaissendingits
largest-ever
contingenttoParis,
with84athletes
competingacross12
sports, including38
femaleand46male
athletes.

PTI

Para javelin championSumitAntil
andshotput starBhagyashri Jadhav
are India’s flagbearers for theopening
ceremonyof theParalympicGamesMedics continue toprotest against the

rapeandmurderof a traineedoctor at
RGKarMedicalCollege, onWednesday
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