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Hyderabad: The Andhra
Pradesh Crime Investigation
Department has alleged that
former chief  minister N
Chandrababu Naidu de-
stroyed evidence after the Di-
rectorate-General of  GST In-
telligence found that funds
had been siphoned off  from
the AP State Skill Develop-
ment Corporation
(APSSDC). 

The CID also named for-
mer minister K Atchannaidu
as accused No. 2 in the case.
He is likely to be arrested
soon.

On May 14, 2018, a com-
plaint from the DGGSTI of-
fice, Pune, was sent to the
state anti-corruption bu-
reau. It gave details of
APSSDC funds being alleged-
ly routed to various shell
companies through fake in-
voices. The Pune office said
DesignTech and other firms
provide no services to
APSSDC. 

Additionally, companies
like Skiller Enterprises India
Pvt Ltd and DesignTech —
central to the scam — have
been accused of  claiming cen-
tral VAT without paying ser-

vice tax. GST officials also
identified irregularities alleg-
edly involving money trans-
fers through hawala channels
in 2017.

ACB ordered an inquiry,
but Naidu was CM and no ac-
tion was taken, the CID
claimed. “Even after knowing

about it, Naidu did not take
any criminal action or pre-
ventive steps to stop misap-
propriation of  APSSDC
funds,” the CID alleged. 

Whistleblowers had pre-
viously reported the scam to
ACB and initial investigation
had proved to be inconclusive.

State Cops May Arrest Former Mantri K Atchannaidu As Well

Naidu wiped off evidence
after skill scam was unearthed

CID’S KEY ACCUSATIONS
 � Naidu meticulously 

planned, directed and 
executed 371cr scam

 � Dubious memorandum of 
understanding the then AP 
govt signed with the German 
engineering giant Siemens

 � 371cr disbursed in  
5 instalments in 3 months 
though Siemens didn’t invest 
any funds in the project

MoU terms
It stipulated the AP govt was 
responsible for contributing 
10% of total project cost of  

3,356cr
Missing note files
 � No note files signed by 

then chief secretary and 
finance secretary, raising 
questions about transparency

 � CID alleges Naidu ordered 

immediate release of funds 
despite objections from 
finance officials

 � The then CS & finance  
secretary implicated for 
facilitating fund release

Diversion of funds
 � 241cr diverted to 

shell companies like Allied 
Computers, Skillers India 
Pvt Ltd, Knowledge Podium, 
Cadence Partners and  
ETA Greens
 � 70 transactions involving 

these funds passed through 
shell companies
Arrests
ED arrested Soumyadri 
Shekhar Bose, Vikas Vinayak 
Kanvalkar, Mukul Chandra 
Agarwal and Suresh Goyal on 
March 4, 2023, in connection 
with the case

U.Sudhakarreddy
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: The Andhra Pra-
desh State Skill Development
Corporation scam involving
former CM N Chandrababu
Naidu revolves around siphon-
ing off  public funds in the
name of  establishing skill de-
velopment clusters. Now, the
CID alleges that officials from
Siemens Industry Software
(India) Private Ltd (SISW)
and DesignTech Systems Pri-
vate Limited, Pune, conspir-
ed with Naidu and then IAS
officers of  the government 
of  AP to misappropriate
funds from the state treasury.

“Siemens representatives
gave power-point presenta-
tions to then CM Naidu, inflat-
ing the cost estimate of  the pro-
posed ‘Siemens Skill Develop-
ment Centres’ project. They
colluded with government of-
ficials like G Subba Rao, MD &
CEO of  APSSDC, and K Laksh-
minarayana, director,
APSSDC, and projected that
the project worth Rs 3,300 crore
would be executed with Rs 330
crore as contribution from the

government of  AP. They
claimed that 90% of  the pro-
ject’s cost would be covered by
‘in-kind-grant’ from technolo-
gy partners,” alleged CID.

As part of  the plan, Suman
Bose, then MD of  SISW, Guru-
gram, and Vikas Khanvelkar,
MD of  DesignTech, entered
into a flawed and incorrect

agreement on June 30, 2015.
This agreement contradicted
the contents of  GO No. 4 (dat-
ed June 30, 2015), which al-
lowed the government to
sanction Rs 370 crore, includ-
ing taxes, for the project.

CID said any project
should have a detailed project
report (DPR) and cost esti-
mates should align with pre-
scribed rates or market sur-
vey findings. However, Naidu
approved the Siemens pro-
posal based solely on power-
point presentations, bypass-
ing these requirements.

With malicious intent, an
agreement was drafted with-
out mentioning the estimated
project cost or the 90% in-
kind grant promised by Sie-
mens and DesignTech. CID al-
leged that Subba Rao and
Lakshminarayana drafted
the agreement in the form of
a work order for Rs 370 crore,
which APSSDC awarded to
Siemens and DesignTech.
Naidu approved this memo-
randum of  agreement. When
the fraud came to light in 
2017-18, the relevant records
were destroyed, CID alleged.

Project okayed with inflated cost: CID
HOW THE CASE UNFOLDED

Sept 10, 2014 | Naidu forms 
skill development corp with 
G Subbarao as MD & CEO and 
K Lakshminarayana, IAS (rtd) 
as director

June 30, 2015 | Siemens 
Industry Software India MD 
Suman Bose & DesignTech 
MD Vikas Khanvelkar sign 
agreement. 370cr sanctioned 
for the project

May 14, 2018 | Andhra ACB 
gets a complaint from GST 
officials in Pune over routing 
of skill corp funds to shell 
companies through fake 
invoices

Dec 5, 2022 | ED serves notices 
to several accused in the scam

Dec 20, 2022 | ED questions 
IAS officer K Lakshminarayana

Mar 10, 2023 | ED arrests 
Suman Bose, Vikas Khanvalkar, 
Skiller Enterprises CEO Mukul 

Agarwal, and CA of SSRA & 
Associates Suresh Goyal

April 29, 2023 | ED attaches 
assets worth 31 crore

May 9, 2023 | ED files a 
chargesheet against four 
accused after DGGI probe 
finds 241cr misappropriated 
out of the 371cr provided by 
the AP government

Mar 4, 2023 | ED arrests four 
accused persons Suman 
Bose, Vikas Khanvelkar, 
Mukul Chandra Agarwal and     
Suresh Goyal

Sept 9, 2023 | CID sleuths 
arrest Naidu

U.Sudhakarreddy
@timesgroup.com

Agartala: A 24-year-old man
from Sepahijala district of
Tripura who had raped his
mother in an inebriated con-
dition last year was sen-
tenced to rigorous imprison-
ment for life by the sessions
court of  Bishalgarh on Fri-
day. This case could poten-
tially mark the first instance
in the state’s history where a
son committed such a vile act
on his mother, additional
public prosecutor Goutam
Giri said.

In the early hours of  May 2,
2022, the man returned home
from a local festival. After
breakfast, he had liquor and
then threatened to throttle his
mother if  she didn’t have sex
with him. Taking advantage
of  his father’s absence, he
raped her and fled. Three days
later, his mother filed a rape
case. Police arrested him and
the court allowed his custodial
trial considering the crime
among the rarest of  rare cases,
Giri said.

Additional sessions judge
Bishal Gour deemed him
guilty of  rape and awarded
him rigorous life imprison-
ment.

Man who
raped mom

gets RI for life
Biswendu.Bhattacharjee

@timesgroup.com

Haridwar: The court of  addi-
tional district judge Sanjeev
Kumar in Haridwar sentenced
a woman, her son and a neigh-
bour to life in jail for the murder
of  her daughter Shivani in 2017,
reports MS Nawaz ..

The court found Shivani’s
mother, Mithlesh Devi, brother
Saurabh and neighbour Sunil
guilty under IPC Sections 302
(murder), 34 (acts done by sever-
al persons in furtherance of
common intention), 120-b (crim-
inal conspiracy), 201 (causing
disappearance of  evidence, or

giving false information) and
506 (criminal intimidation).
The court held their neighbour
Sirmaur Singh responsible for
tampering of  evidence and sen-
tenced him to seven years of  rig-
orous imprisonment.

Shivani was in a relation-
ship with Ajay Singh who she
intended to marry and this en-
raged her family. In October
2017, her mother and brother,
with the help of  neighbours, de-
cided to eliminate her. A police
chargesheet mentioned that
she was “strangled to death and

cremated soon after”.
Additional district govern-

ment counsel Raj Kumar told
TOI on Saturday, “A case was
registered against five accused,
including the victim’s mater-
nal uncle Ashok. Police gave
Ashok a clean chit and filed a
chargesheet against Mithlesh
Devi, Saurabh, Sunil and Sir-
maur Singh (all residents of
Buggawala in Haridwar).
There was no independent wit-
ness in the case as Shivani was
killed at home and cremated in
secrecy.”

UP: For girl’s murder, her brother, mother
and neighbour get life term

Ajay.Sura@timesgroup.com

Chandigarh: Navteshwar
Singh of  Mohali joined the
Army as a lieutenant on Sat-
urday, keeping a promise
made in his father’s “baby
book” 23 years ago. Major
Harminder Singh, who lost
his life in the line of  duty in
J&K in April 1999, had ex-
pressed the desire to see his
son follow in his footsteps.

Born merely three
months before his father’s
death, Lt Navteshwar em-
barked on this path despite
his mother’s initial reserva-
tions, honouring the legacy
of  a family dedicated to serv-
ing the nation.

The story unfolds through
three generations. Lt Nav-
teshwar’s grandfather, Cap-
tain Harpal Singh, served in
the artillery regiment, instill-
ing a sense of  duty and valour
in the family’s DNA. Lt Nav-
teshwar’s father, Major Har-
minder Singh, embodied
these virtues during his time
in the Army. In recognition of
his raw courage in a gunfight
with militants in Kashmir,
Major Harminder was post-

humously awarded the Shau-
rya Chakra. 

Lt Navteshwar was com-
missioned into the 18 Grena-
diers, the same regiment
where his father had served
with distinction, following his
graduation from the Officer
Training Academy on Satur-
day. The piping ceremony,
attended by family mem-
bers, including both pater-
nal and maternal grand-
mothers, marked a deeply
emotional moment for the
entire family. His mother

Rupinder Pal Kaur recalled
that her husband was just 29
years old when he made the
ultimate sacrifice for the na-
tion. Naturally, she had res-
ervations about sending her
son into the Army.

However, Lt Navteshwar
was determined and motiva-
ted. He lived with the echoes
of  his father’s words, in-
scribed in his “baby book”,
where Major Harminder ex-
pressed his desire to see his
son become an officer in the
18 Grenadiers. 

23 years on, son fulfils
fallen soldier’s dream 

Joins Same Regiment His Father Had Served 

EMOTIONAL MOMENT: Lt Navteshwar Singh was on Saturday
commissioned into the 18 Grenadiers. His mother recalled that her
husband was just 29 years old when he sacrificed his life for India

Srikanth.Aluri@timesgroup.com

Vijayawada: Former chief
minister and Telugu Desam
president N Chandrababu Nai-
du was arrested by the Andhra
Pradesh Crime Investigation
Department (CID) in a pre-
dawn swoop on Saturday.

Naidu, who was touring the
state as part of  his pre-election
campaign, was camping in a
bus at Nandyal when a CID spe-
cial investigation team woke
him at 3 am and said he was be-
ing arrested in an alleged scam
of  Rs 371 crore in the AP Skill
Development Corporation. The
scam is said to have taken place
between 2014 and 2019, when Na-
idu was Andhra Pradesh CM.

Naidu was not produced
before a court till late Saturday
night. A team of  top lawyers,
including Sidharth Luthra,
were waiting at the ACB court
in Vijayawada for the former
CM to be presented before a
judge. However, the CID was
still questioning him at the ti-
me of  going to print late Satur-
day night. A state of  high alert
was sounded all over Andhra
Pradesh as a precautionary
measure as police officers fea-
red TDP supporters might pro-
test and turn violent.

Although Naidu had faced
scores of  charges of  corruption
in the past, this is the first time
that a criminal case has led to
his arrest. Naidu’s name was
not mentioned in the skill deve-
lopment scam FIR registered on
December 9, 2021, but the CID ad-

ded him as accused No. 37 in the
remand report on Saturday. He
is now being seen as the princi-
pal conspirator and main accu-
sed (A-1). If  the charges aga-
inst him are proved in court,
he may face a prison term of
up to 10 years, the CID said af-
ter arresting Naidu. 

According to the CID in-
vestigation, the skill develop-
ment corporation in 2015 sig-
ned an agreement with Sie-
mens worth Rs 3,300 crore to
train people in various skills.
Of  this amount, 10% was to be
provided by the state govern-
ment as its share. However,
Siemens did not contribute
its 90% and used government
funds instead. The CID also
alleged that a part of  the mo-
ney was routed to shell com-
panies.

The CID alleged in the re-
mand report that the end be-
neficiary of  the scam is Telu-
gu Desam Party, Naidu and
then minister for labour, yo-
uth affairs and skill develop-
ment K Atchennaidu.

The arrest was preceded
and followed by high drama
as thousands of  TDP workers
gathered at the camping site
in Nandyal, and in Vijayawa-

da where he was brought to be
produced in court. Party wor-
kers attempted to stop the con-
voy en route.

Naidu was brought to Vija-
yawada from Nandyal via a cir-
cuitous route to avoid TDP
workers who had blocked the
roads at many places. Jana Se-
na leader and Tollywood star
Pawan Kalyan was stopped at
Begumpet airport from flying
to Vijayawada after the Krish-
na district police requested
the DGCA not to permit him to
take off.

A team of  CID officials led
by DIG Kolli Raghuram Reddy,
who heads the SIT, arrived at
the camp site at Nandyal whe-
re Naidu had spent the night in
a bus. CID deputy SP M Dha-
nunjayudu served a notice on
Naidu under various IPC sec-
tions, including those dealing
with criminal conspiracy and
cheating, and under sections
of  the Prevention of  Corrup-
tion Act for misappropriation
of  public funds.

As the news spread, TDP
workers gathered in huge
numbers at the camp site. Nai-
du asked the CID officials the
grounds on which he was be-
ing arrested. He also asked for

a copy of  the FIR. Raghuram
Reddy said there were many
documents and they would be
provided after he reached the
CID office.

After three hours of  high
drama and arguments betwe-
en police and TDP leaders at
the campsite, Naidu was taken
into custody. Speaking to re-
porters, Naidu said he had not
done any wrong. “As I am figh-
ting for the people of  the state,
a false case has been foisted
against me. They did not show
any material to suggest any
wrongdoing,” Naidu said.

“For the past 45 years, I ha-
ve been selflessly serving the
Telugu people. I am prepared
to sacrifice my life to safegu-
ard the interests of  the Telugu
people. No force on earth can
stop me from serving the Telu-
gu people, my Andhra Pra-
desh, and my motherland,”
Naidu tweeted after his arrest.

Police resorted to a lathi-
charge at Markapuram, Podi-
li, Ongole, Pernimitta, Muppa-
varam, Parchur and Chilaka-
luripet — en route to Vijayawa-
da — as TDP workers tried to
stop the motorcade. Naidu ap-
pealed to people and party cad-
res to maintain peace and calm
as “ultimately justice will pre-
vail”. 

Police stopped Naidu’s son,
Nara Lokesh, who was on a pa-
dayatra. After five hours of
high drama, the police finally
allowed him to travel to Vijaya-
wada. Naidu’s wife, Nara Bhu-
vaneswari, offered prayers at
the Sri Durga Malleswara
Swamy Varla Devastanam
(Kanaka Durga temple). She
appealed to people to stand by
her husband in support as “he
has been fighting for the cause
of  the people”.

Cops Call Him
Principal

Conspirator 

Chandrababu arrested in 3am
swoop over ‘skill devpt scam’

 Sept 10, 2014: Chandrababu 
Naidu forms skill dvpt corpn 
with G Subbarao as MD & CEO 
and K Lakshminarayana as dir

 June 30, 2015: Siemens 
Industry Software India 
MD Suman Bose & 
DesignTech MD Vikas 
Khanvelkar sign pact.  
Rs 370cr sanctioned

 May 14, 2018: Andhra ACB 
gets a complaint from GST 
officials in Pune over routing 

of skill corp funds to shell  
cos through fake invoices

 Dec 5, 2022: ED serves 
notices on accused,  

later quizzes director 
 Mar 10, 2023: ED arrests 

some senior officials
 Apr 29: ED seizes assets
 May 9: ED chargesheet 

against 4 after DGGI probe 
finds 241cr misappropriated 

  Sept 9: CID arrests Naidu

‘FUNDS DIVERTED TO SHELL COS’

Gurgaon: A Class XI stu-
dent of  a residential scho-
ol in Haryana’s Rewari al-
legedly jumped to his de-
ath from the balcony of  his
hostel room on the third
floor early on Friday, re-
ports Ankita Anand.

The 16-year-old from
Mahendergarh left behind
a note in his room that ac-
cuses the school authoriti-
es of  “harassing” him. He
also complained about the
“atmosphere” in the scho-
ol, saying “teachers don’t
teach” and “everyone is
busy trying to make mo-
ney illegally”. He claimed
he had made repeated re-
quests to be moved out of
the school, but to no avail.

His family members
lodged a complaint at
Kund police outpost, follo-
wing which a case for abet-
ment of  suicide was regis-
tered against the school.
The school’s board of  ad-
ministration in Delhi also
initiated an internal pro-
be.

The tragedy echoed
another involving a boy of
almost similar age in Fari-
dabad last year – a Class X
student who left a deeply
poignant note to his mot-
her in which he wrote
“this school has killed
me”. 

‘Harassed’ in
school, boy, 16,
jumps to death

from NCR hostel
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