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APEX COURT ORDERS

C-appointed panel wants MSP buys
capped, limited to rice and wheat

Procurement of
crops at declared
MSP can be the
prerogative of the
states, the panel says

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, March 21

THE SUPREME COURT-AP-
POINTED committee,which re-
viewed the now-repealed three
controversial farm laws, has
called for an end to open-ended
procurement of agricultural
crops by capping rice and wheat
purchases at minimum support
price(MSP)and creation of a price
stabilisation fund for other key
crops instead of MSP support.

The three-member com-
mittee also recommended that
mandi fees charged by Agricul-
tural Produce Marketing Com-
mittees (APMCs) be withdrawn
to reduce the cost of purchases
by traders and enable farmers
to fetch higher returns.

Procurement of cropsat de-
clared MSP can be the preroga-
tive of the states, the commit-
tee said.

Farmers, who protested
against farm laws for overayear
on the Delhi borders, had de-
manded strengthening of the
MSP system with statutory
backing. The Narendra Modi
government, which repealed
thelaws amid the agitation, has
made it clear the MSP system

m Farmers, who
protested
against farm
laws for over a
year on the
Delhi borders,
had demanded
strengthening
of the MSP sys-
tem with statu-
tory backing

m The panel also urged the
Centre to either abolish or
substantially dilute the

Essential Commodities Act

to facilitate a free market

will continue.

The panel hasalso urged the
government to eitherabolish or
substantially dilute the Essen-
tial Commodities Act to facili-
tate a free market and avoid
stiff stock holding limits.

Releasing the report on
Monday, Anil Ghanwat, presi-
dent of the Maharashtra-based
Shetkari Sanghatana and a
member of the panel, said the
committee found that more
than 86% of 73 farmers’organ-
isations representing around
3.8 crore farmers supported the
farm laws,which had sought to
redefine the rules for market-
ing of agricultural produce to
improve farmers’ access to

m In addition, the panel said

a price stabilisation fund
would address extreme

price fluctuations ifany in

commodities

markets.The panel had submit-
ted its report to the Supreme
Court a year ago. The report
stressed the view held by many
leading agricultural economists
that the laws were aimed at cre-
ating an ecosystem to facilitate
private investment in well-oiled
supply chainsto cutdownonlo-
gistics costs,buttressvalue addi-
tion and reduce food losses.
According to the panel, the
price triggers for imposition of
stock holding limits for perish-
ables and non-perishables
should be 200% and 75% re-
spectively, so that markets are
not disturbed without a valid
reason. The repealed law that
sought toamend the ECActhad

Expedite decision on raw
petro coke allocation,
Supreme Court tells DGFT

INDU BHAN
New Delhi, March 21

THE SUPREME COURT on
Monday asked the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) to decide expedi-
tiously on the allocation of im-
ported raw petroleum coke
(RPC) to all eligible calciners
for 2022-23 within 10 days of
receipt of their applications,
taking note of the precarious
situation in which the indus-
tryis placed.

In October 2018, the SC
put a cap on RPC imports
and allowed import of 1.4
million MT RPC per annum
by the calcining industry. It
had permitted the domestic
aluminium industry to use
up to 0.5 million tonne of
imported calcined petro-
leum coke (CPC) per year.
Since then, the DGFT had
been allocating 1.4 million
MT of RPC quota to eligible
calciners on the basis of their
production capacity.

A bench led by Justice LN
Rao has sought a response
from the DGFT on various ap-
plications, including one by
Sanvira Industries. The appli-
cations have sought direction
for a refund of the quota of
non-imported RPC of FY
2020-21, amounting to
2,13,229 tonne, to calciners
who had surrendered their re-
spective quotas in 2020-21
and/ or who were penalised in
FY22 to the extent of the
quantity surrendered or pe-
nalised. They want such cal-
ciners to be allowed to import
RPC against such quota within
a period of three months.

Rain CII Carbon (Vizag),
through its senior counsel AM
Singvi, also asked the SC to di-
rect DGFT to allocate the re-
maining/ non-imported RPC

toall eligible calciners on a pro
ratabasisin 2021-22 based on
plant capacity and also carry
forward the remaining/ non-
imported quantum of RPC of
2020-21t02021-22.

It said CPC is an essential
raw material in the anodes re-
quired during the electrolytic
process of aluminium produc-
tion. The company said non-
availability of RPC import
quota had induced a forced
shutdown of its plant in
Visakhapatnam.

Senior counsel KV Vish-
wanathan,appearing for San-
vira, opposed Rain CII’s plea,
saying Rain cannot get more
RPC quota than it is eligible
for to the detriment of other
calciners who had surren-
dered the non-imported
quota or for which they were
penalised in FY22 by the
DGFT. It wanted reimburse-
ment of the non-imported/

Notice
This is to inform all concerned and persons
on behalf of my clients viz. 1) Mr. Meghnath
Ghosh, son of Sri Gokul Chandra Ghosh,
2) Mrs. Sonali Ghosh, wife of Mr. Meghnath
Ghosh, both resident of Narna, Majherpa-
ra, P.S. Domjur, Howrah- 711405, that my
aforesaid client has lost three Deeds on
06.03.2022 at Domjur Bazar area being
Deed Nos. 1304/1992, 1305/1992 and
1306/1992 registered before the Additional
District Sub-Registrar, Janai, Hooghly in re-
spect of All that piece and parcel of Bastu
Land measuring about 03 cottah 03 chittack
35 sq.ft. appertaining to R.S. Dag No. 241
under R.S. Khatian No. 1319 and All That
piece and parcel of Bastu Land measuring
about 12 Chittacks 20 Sq.ft. appertaining to
R.S. Dag No. 240 under R.S. Khatian No.
71, both of Mouza- Manoharpur, J.L. No.98,
Dankuni Municipality Ward No.9, within
P.S. Dankuni, in the District of Hooghly and
accordingly, my aforesaid clients have al-
ready lodged missing diary being no. 520
on 07.03.2022 before the Domijur Police
Station, Howrah. My clients are the owners
of the aforesaid properties by virtue of the
aforesaid deeds.Therefore, if any bank,
financial institution or any person has any
claim or demand concerning the original
deeds as mentioned hereinabove or con-
cerning the aforesaid properties, they may
place their claim or demand in writing to the
undersigned within 15 days from the date
of publication of this notice, failing which no
claim or demand will be entertained in the
eye of law.ABHISEK ADAK, ADVOCATE
Judges’ Court, Howrah,M:- 7980438099

BARRACKPORE RAILWAY STATION (3071)
1B TROAD, CHIRIAMORE, BARRACKPORE, PIN CODE 700120
Email: shi.03071@sbi.co.in

The below mentioned locker will be break open on 25/03/2022 due to the hiring charges

not paid in due time. List is attached below,

NAME OF HIRERS Rent Due Amount
1. SUBHADRA JAIN 114 6 Port Blair Lane, Barrackpore Rs.42772/-
2. AMIT GUPTA 113 59, S N Banerjee Road, Barrackpore Rs.12208/-
3. PRANAB NAG 192 Chiria More, Barrackpore Rs.10693/-
4. BANDANAPALIT 92 Daspara Manirampore, Barrackpore ~ Rs.10693/-
5. BIRENDRABANIK 98 148, Ghosh Para Road, Bengal Enamel, Barrackpore ~ Rs.10693/-
6. KRISHNACHATTOPADHYAY 99 Shibtala, Chandanpore, Barrackpore Rs.10693/-
7. ANUPAMADEVI 508  DasAswamedh Lodge, Varanasi, UP Rs.10693/-
8. RANJIT TOPADAR 243 03/02/21, Napit Para 2nd Lane, N C Pukur, Barrackpore ~ RsS.10693/-
9. SANJIB SENGUPTA 246 C M Sah Road, Manirampore, Barrackpore Rs.10693/-
10. NIKHIL SAMANTA 503 52, Bidhan Pally, 3rd Lane, Barrackpore Rs.10693/-

If the hiring charges due are not paid within 10 days from the date of publication of
the notice, the bank shall invoke the provision under the lease agreement and
arrange for auction of the ornaments at entire risk and cost of hirer.

Date: 22.03.2022
Place: Kolkata

Authorised Officer
State Bank of India

non-utilised RPC quota
which the calciners had sur-
rendered or had been pe-
nalised forin FY22.

m At present, the FCI
buys around 35% of
the total production
of rice and wheat at
MSP rates.

proposed limits of 100% and
50%, respectively, for perish-
ables and non-perishables. Cur-
rently, these limits are pre-
scribed asad hocpolicy response
to the market situations. The
panel said a price stabilisation
fund would address extreme
price fluctuations if any in
commodities such as nutri-ce-
reals, pulses, oilseeds and even
onion and potatoes.

The panel, which also con-
sisted of Ashok Gulati, former
chairman,Commission for Agri-
cultural Costsand Prices (CACP),
and Pramod Kumar Joshi, for-
mer director- South Asia, Inter-
national Food Policy Research
Institute,said: “The terms of ref-

erence for CACP can be ex-
panded to collate, analyse and
disseminate price information
— both domestic and interna-
tional,with aviewto facilitate ef-
ficient price discovery — both
spot and futures.” CACP cur-
rently recommends MSPs for
23 agricultural commodities
such as cereals, pulses, oilseed
and cotton to the government.
It suggested a compensation
fund for the next three to five
years in case of loss of revenue
due to abolition of APMC taxes
to states.

Punjaband Haryana impose
sundry levies such as mandi
tax,rural development cess and
arthia commissionat 8.5%and
6.5% on cereals purchased in
the APMC mandis, while other
states such as Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan havealevy struc-
ture in range of 3-5%.

Currently, the FCI buys
around 35% of the total pro-
duction of rice and wheat at
MSP rates. The three farm laws
— Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on Price
Assurance and Farm Services
Act,2020; the Farmers’ Produce
Trade and Commerce (Promo-
tion and Facilitation) Act, 2020;
and the Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act, 2020 —
were passed by Parliament in
September 2020. Following
prolonged protests bya section
of the farmers’community, the
Parliament passed the Farm
Laws Repeal Bill on November
30,2021, toannul them.

(Undergoing liquidation process vide Hon'ble NCLT Kolkata Bench Il order

dated 03.08.2021 in CP(IB)1694/KB/2019)

NOTICE FOR SALE OF ASSET UNDER REGULATION 33 OF THE INSOLVENCY AND
BANKRUPTCY BOARD OF INDIA (LIQUIDATION PROCESS) REGULATIONS, 2016
Regd Office of the Corporate Debtor : 9, A.J.C BOSE ROAD KOLKATA WEST BENGAL- 700020

ﬁ'o Asset Details R;ﬁg;"e EMD Inc&gmgntal
4. All Assets at Audi Ranchi Showroom & Workshop, address at 11A, Purulia Road, P.S
Lower Bazar, Near Kantatoli Chowk,Ranchi Jharkhand- 834001, including tools and 46,60,000/- 5,00,000/- 40,000/-

equipments such as Hydraulic Lifts, Wheel Aligning Equipment, Tyre & Wheel Assembling
Machine, Wheel Balancing Machine, Portable Compressor, Cooltech Air Conditioning
Service Unit, Audi Spare Parts, office equipments, computers, Furniture and Fixtures on
‘as is where is basis' 'as it what is basis' 'whatever there is basis'.

Other Details:

Date and Time of E Auction

05.04.2022 from 11:00 AM to 01:00 PM With unlimited extension of 5 minutes each

Documents Submission, KYC declaration,

Due diligence, Last date of submission of Bids

from 22.03.2022 until 02nd April 2022

EMD, BID Form, Declaration Submission

from 22.03.2022 until 02nd April 2022

Schedule of Inspection/ Physical
Verification of Assets at site

from 23.03.2022 until 02nd April 2022

E-auction Portal

https://nbid.nesl.co.in/

E-auction Tender documents & Auction Notice

https://nesl.co.in/auction-notices-under-ibc/

National e-Governance Services Limited
(NeSL) Contact Person

Neel Doshi- 9404000667

Email:- neeld@nesl.co.in

It is clarified that, this invitation purports to invite interested bidders and does not create any kind of binding obligation on the part of the
Liquidator or the Corporate Debtor to effectuate the sale. The liquidator reserves the right to cancel or modify the process and/ or not to
acceptand/ or disqualify any bidder without assigning any reason and without any liability.

The sale of assets of the Corporate Debtor through e-Auction will be conducted strictly on “AS IS WHERE 1S”, “AS IS WHAT IS” AND

“WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”

The complete E Auction process documents is available with the applicable forms and formats on https://nesl.co.in/auction-notices-under-
ibc/ and can also be requested from the liquidator at advocate.kamal.aggl@gmail.com

Contact details for further clarification:-

Liquidator

KAMAL AGARWAL

Address and contact details 487/27 School Road Near Peeragarhi Chowk
New Delhi-110087, advocate.kamal.aggl@gmail.com Mob:- 9811138823

Place:New Delhi
Dated: 21.03.2022

Sd/-
KAMAL AGARWAL
LIQUIDATOR

MOHAN MOTOR DISTRIBUTORS PRIVATE LIMITED
REGISTRATION No:- IBBI/ IPA-001/IP-00868/2017-2018/11466

TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2022

‘Media, entertainment sector
to touch ¥1.89 trnin 2022’

CHRISTINA MONIZ
Mumbai, March 21

INDIA'S M&E (MEDIA and enter-
tainment) sector grew by 16.4%
in CY 2021, to reach a total of
X1.61 trillion,according to the
FICCI-EY report, Tuning into
consumer - Indian M&E re-
boundswitha customer-centric
approach. The sector is also ex-
pected to recover to pre-pan-
demic levels this year, and to
reach an estimated ¥1.89 tril-
lionin CY 2022,assuming the
pandemicdoesn’t create further
disruption. In 2021, the M&E
sector had seen an 11% decline
from 2019 levels, which was
largely on account of the second
Covid-19 wave that affected the
Aprilto June quarter.

In 2020, the first pandemic
year,theindustrysawa 24%de-
clinetoreach ¥1.38 trillion,with
its revenues plunging to 2017
levels. This year is not just ex-
pected to see the segment sur-
pass 2019, but going by its re-
coveryin 2021, the report also
estimates that it will growat a
CAGR of 11% to reach ¥2.32
trillionin 2024.

Advertising revenue too re-
covered in 2021, stopping short
of 2019 levels by 6% to reach
X74,600 crore. TV advertising
registered the highest growthin
ad revenue to reach 331,300
crore andwas followed by digital
that sawa 29% increaseto clock
324,600 crore. Print,which saw
its fair share of challenges in
2020, took the third place at
315,100 crore.The three sectors
together accounted for 95% of
thetotalad spendslast yearwith
TVtaking thelion’sshareat42%

Indian M&E sector grew 16.4% in 2021 to

reach %1.61 trillion
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(Note: All figures are gross of taxes, 2 crore for calendar years,

as per EY estimates)

while digital and print claimed
3390 and 20% of the share, re-
spectively. The report also notes
that India’s advertising revenue
grewby 25% last year,and is es-
timated to reach X1 trillion by
2024.

While TV advertising rev-
enues grew, 2021 saw the seg-
ment record a 6.2% decline in
TVsubscription revenues.Thisis
the second year in a row that TV

FORM NO. NCLT. 3A
Advertisement detailing petition
[see rule 35]

BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY
LAW TRIBUNAL, KOLKATA BENCH,
KOLKATA
COMPANY PETITION NO.7/KB/2022
Connected with
COMPANY APPLICATION
C.A(CAA) NO.137/KB/2021

In the matter of:

1. PROPKAR MARKETING PRIVATE
LIMITED;

2. MEGACITY TIE - UP PRIVATE
LIMITED;

3. MINOLTA DISTRIBUTORS PRIVATE
LIMITED;

4. ODYSSEY BARTER PRIVATE
LIMITED;

All of having their Registered Office at 21A,

Shakespeare Sarani, 6th Floor, Kolkata -

700017;

5. PRABHUDHAN MARKETING PRIVATE
LIMITED having its Registered Office at
2A Chowringhee Square Tower House,
3rd Floor, Kolkata -700069;

6. PROTABLE COMMERCE PRIVATE
LIMITED having its Registered Office
at 21A, Shakespeare Sarani,6th Floor,
Kolkata-700017;

7. SUBHSAGAR MARKETING PRIVATE
LIMITED;

8. SUVIDHA TIE UP PRIVATE LIMITED

Both of having their Registered Office at 37,

Shakespeare Sarani, Kolkata -700017;

9. SWAGAT DEALERS PRIVATE
LIMITED having its Registered Office
at 7A Bentinck Street, 2nd Floor (Old
Wing), Kolkata-700001;

...Petitioners.
NOTICE OF PETITION

A petition under section 232 of the Companies
Act, 20183, for Sanctioning of Amalgamation
of MEGACITY TIE UP PRIVATE LIMITED
(PAN- AAECM7591H) MINOLTA
DISTRIBUTORS PRIVATE LIMITED
(PAN- AAFCM1414N), ODYSSEY
BARTER PRIVATE LIMITED
(PAN- AAACO9405A), PRABHUDHAN
MARKETING PRIVATE LIMITED(PAN-
AAECP3151G), PROTABLE COMMERCE
PRIVATE LIMITED(PAN- AAECP3149G),
SUBHSAGAR MARKETING PRIVATE
LIMITED (PAN-AAKCS1282M) SUVIDHA
TIE UP PRIVATE LIMITED(PAN-
AAKCS1202P) and SWAGAT DEALERS
PRIVATE LIMITED; (PAN-AAKCS1256K),
(hereinafter referred to as the
"TRANSFEROR COMPANIES") with
PROPKAR MARKETING PRIVATE
LIMITED(PAN-AAECP3148H) (here
inafter referred to as "TRANSFEREE
COMPANY"), was presented by N.
GURUMURTHY, Chartered Accountant,
partner of Maroti & Associates, Chartered
Accountants, 16, Strand Road, Diamond
Heritage Building, 5th Floor, Room No. N-
503, Kolkata-700001. The Kolkata bench of
National Company Law Tribunal passed an
order on 1st day of March, 2022 wherein it
has directed that the said petition is fixed for
hearing before Hon'ble Bench on
Wednesday, 27th day of April, 2022 for its
final hearing and disposal.
Any person desirous of supporting or
opposing the said petition should send to the
petitioner's Practicing Chartered
Accountant, notice of his intention, signed
by him or his Practicing Chartered
Accountant, with his name and address, so
as to reach the petitioner's Practicing
Chartered Accountant not later than ‘two days
before the date fixed for the hearing of the
petition. Where he seeks to oppose the
petition, the grounds of opposition or a copy
of his affidavit shall be furnished with such
notice. A copy of the petition will be furnished
by the undersigned to any person requiring
the same on payment of the prescribed
charges for the same.

Dated 21/03/2022
Place : Kolkata

(SD/-)
N.GURUMURTHY
PARTNER,
MAROTI & ASSOCIATES,
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

16, Strand Road, Diamond Heritage
Building, 5th Floor, Room No. N-503,
Kolkata - 700001

Source: EY FICCI report, 2022

has recorded a decline in sub-
scription revenues,and the fallis
attributed to a reduction of 6
million pay TV homes. Con-
nected TV sets in the country
have nowreached the 10 million
mark and the report estimates
that smart connected TVs will
surpass 40 million by 2025,
bringing to an end the monop-
oly of broadcasters on the TV
screen.

FORM NO. NCLT. 3A
Advertisement detailing petition
[see rule 35]

BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY
LAW TRIBUNAL, KOLKATA BENCH,
KOLKATA
COMPANY PETITION NO.454/KB/2020
Connected with
COMPANY APPLICATION
C.A(CAA)NO.1427/KB/2019

In the matter of:
1. SIVSAMBHU
LIMITED;
2.  ARYADEEP COMMERCIAL PRIVATE
LIMITED;
3. GOODSHINE TRADERS PRIVATE
LIMITED;
4. IDEAL TRADECOM PRIVATE
LIMITED;
5. NISHA ABASAN PRIVATE LIMITED;
6. NISHA ESTATES PRIVATE LIMITED;
7. NISHA MERCANTILE PRIVATE

ISPAT PRIVATE

LIMITED;

8. SHIVAM LOHH PRODUCT PRIVATE
LIMITED;

9. SILVERPOINT DEALERS PRIVATE
LIMITED;

10. SIVSAMBHU COKES PRIVATE
LIMITED;

11. SWATI BUSINESS (INDIA) PRIVATE
LIMITED;

12. VINAYAK INFO SOFTPRIVATE
LIMITED;

All of having their Registered Office at 3 Wood
Street, 2nd Floor, Flat No.1, Govind Mahal,
Kolkata- 700016;

...Petitioners.

NOTICE OF PETITION

A petition under section 232 of the Companies
Act, 2013, for Sanctioning of Amalgamation
of ARYADEEP COMMERCIAL PRIVATE
LIMITED (PAN- AAKCA2519D)
GOODSHINE TRADERS PRIVATE
LIMITED (PAN- AAECG5796J), IDEAL
TRADECOM PRIVATE LIMITED (PAN-
AABCI8468A), NISHA ABASAN PRIVATE
LIMITED (PAN- AACCN4767E), NISHA
ESTATES PRIVATE LIMITED(PAN-
AACCN6496Q), NISHA MERCANTILE
PRIVATE LIMITED (PAN-AABCN9769M ),
SHIVAM LOHH PRODUCT PRIVATE
LIMITED (PAN-AALCS7551G) SILVER
POINT DEALERS PRIVATE LIMITED (PAN-
AAMCS2729P), SIVSAMBHU COKES
PRIVATE LIMITED (PAN-AANCS4823P ),
SWATI BUSINESS (INDIA) PRIVATE
LIMITED( PAN-AAQCS2773K) and
VINAYAK INFOSOFT PRIVATE LIMITED;
(PAN-AACCV4563C), (hereinafter referred
to as the "TRANSFEROR COMPANIES")
with SIVSAMBHU ISPAT PRIVATE
LIMITED (PAN-AAOCS3485L) (here
inafter referred to as "TRANSFEREE
COMPANY"), was presented by N.
GURUMURTHY, Chartered Accountant,
partner of Maroti & Associates, Chartered
Accountants, 16, Strand Road, Diamond
Heritage Building, 5th Floor, Room No. N-
503, Kolkata-700001. The Kolkata bench of
National Company Law Tribunal passed an
order on 2ndday of March, 2022 wherein it has
directed that the said petition is fixed for
hearing before Hon'ble Bench on Tuesday,
19th day of April, 2022 for its final hearing and
disposal.
Any person desirous of supporting or opposing
the said petition should send to the petitioner's
Practicing Chartered Accountant, notice of
his intention, signed by him or his Practicing
Chartered Accountant, with his name and
address, so as to reach the petitioner's
Practicing Chartered Accountant not later than
‘two days before the date fixed for the hearing
of the petition. Where he seeks to oppose the
petition, the grounds of opposition or a copy of
his affidavit shall be furnished with such notice.
A copy of the petition will be furnished by the
undersigned to any person requiring the same
on payment of the prescribed charges for the
same.

Dated 21/03/2022
Place : Kolkata

(SD/-)
N.GURUMURTHY
PARTNER,
MAROTI & ASSOCIATES,
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

16, Strand Road, Diamond Heritage
Building, 5th Floor, Room No. N-503,
Kolkata - 700001
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Govt mulls Govid booster
shots for all above 18 years

NEW DELHI : The govern-
ment is considering allowing
booster dose of Covid vaccine
for all those above 18 years in
view of a surge in infections
in parts of the world and ease
difficulties faced during inter-
national travel, sources said
on Monday.

Currently, healthcare and
frontline workers and those
aged above 60 years are
being administered precau-
tion doses.

All the people aged above
60 have been made eligible
for the precaution dose of
Covid vaccine after the Union
Health Ministry removed the
comorbidity clause recently.

The prioritisation and
sequencing of the dose would
be based on the completion of
nine months to 39 weeks
from the date of administra-
tion of the second dose.

"The government is con-

sidering to allow booster dose
of Covid vaccine to all those
above 18 years in view of a
surge in infections in parts of
the world and ease difficul-
ties faced during internation-
al travel." a source said.
India began COVID-19
vaccination for children in
the age group of 12 -14 years
from March 16 this year.

BJP's Pramod Sawant to
continue as Goa CM

PANAJI : Pramod Sawant
was on Monday unanimously
elected the leader of the BJP
legislature party in Goa,
paving the way for him to
take over as the chief minis-
ter for a second term.

Sawant's name for the top
post was cleared at a meeting
of the newly elected BJP
MLAs and senior party lead-
ers in Panaji in the evening.

The meeting was also
attended by BJP central
observers Narendra Singh
Tomar and L Murugan,
Assembly poll in-charge
Devendra Fadnavis and the
party's state unit president,
Sadanand Shet Tanavade.

It has been decided that
Dr Pramod Sawant would be

the leader of the House,
Tomar told reporters after
the meeting.

Tomar said MLA Vishwajit
Rane proposed Sawant's
name as the leader of the BJP
legislature party. His propos-
al was seconded by other
MLAs, including Mauvin
Godinho and Rohan Khaunte.

Tomar said Sawant's elec-
tion was unanimous.He said
the party will now stake a
claim to form the next gov-
ernment in Goa.

The BJP won 20 seats,
just one short of majority in
the 40-member Assembly, in
the February 14 polls. It has
received support from two
MLAs of the MGP and three
Independent legislators.

The countrywide vaccina-
tion drive was rolled out on
January 16, 2021, with the
healthcare workers getting
inoculated in the first phase.
Vaccination of the frontline
workers  started  from
February 2 last year.

The next phase of COVID-
19 vaccination commenced
on March 1 last year for peo-

ple over 60 years of age and
those aged 45 and above with
specified co-morbid condi-
tions.

India launched vaccina-
tion for all people aged more
than 45 years from April 1
last year.

The government then
decided to expand its vacci-
nation drive by allowing
everyone above 18 years of
age to be inoculated against
the viral disease from May 1
last year.

The next phase of Covid
vaccination commenced from
January 3 this year for ado-
lescents in the age group of
15-18 years.

India began administering
precaution doses of the vac-
cines to the healthcare and
frontline workers and those
aged 60 and above with
comorbidities from January
10 this year.

Rajva Sabha
returns
Appropriation
Bills to Lok Sabha

NEW DELHI : Rajya Sabha
on Monday returned a
money bill moved by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, authorising the
government for payment
and appropriation of certain
sums from the consolidated
fund for the financial year
2021-22.

The Upper House of
Parliament also returned
another Appropriation Bill
for the expenditure done in
the 2018-19 financial year.

Both the Appropriation
Bills were passed by Lok
Sabha earlier.

Rajya Sabha discussed
the Appropriation (No.3)
Bill, 2022, which seeks to
authorise payment of cer-
tain additional sums from
the consolidated fund of
India for services of 2021-
22, and the Appropriation
(No.2) Bill, 2022 for servic-
es during 2018-19 before
returning them to Lok
Sabha.

Senior Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad receives
Padma Bhushan award in the field of Public Affairs

NEW DELHI Senior
Congress leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad on Monday

received the Padma Bhushan
award in the field of Public
Affairs.

He received the award
from President Ram Nath
Kovind  today.  Padma
Awards, one of the highest
civilian Awards of the coun-
try, are conferred in three
categories, namely, Padma
Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan
and Padma Shri.

The Awards are given in
various disciplines/ fields of

activities, viz.- art, social
work, public affairs, science
and engineering, trade and
industry, medicine, literature
and education, sports, civil
service, etc. 'Padma
Vibhushan' is awarded for
exceptional and  distin-
guished service; 'Padma
Bhushan' for distinguished
service of high order and
'Padma Shri' for distin-
guished service in any field.
The awards are announced
on the occasion of Republic
Day every year.

These awards are con-

Three candidates file nomination
for two Assam RS seats

GUWAHATI : Three candi-
dates, two from the BJP-led
ruling alliance and one from
the Congress as the joint
opposition nominee, on
Monday filed their nomina-
tion papers for elections to
the two Rajya Sabha seats
from Assam, scheduled to be
held on March 31.

The  BJP's  Pabitra
Margherita, its alliance part-
ner UPPL's Rwngra Narzary
and Congress candidate and
sitting Rajya Sabha MP Ripun
Bora filed their nomination
papers in the assembly secre-
tary's office here.

Monday is the last day of
filing nomination papers.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma accompanied
Margherita when the candi-
date filed nomination papers.

Margherita's victory is
assured while a contest is on
the cards for the other seat
with the chief minister urging
all Congress MLAs to vote for
the candidate of the ruling
alliance for that seat.

"We do not want the votes
of the ATUDF but I urge all
Congress MLAs to vote for
the ruling alliance candi-
dates as they can raise the
voice of the people and the
state in the Rajya Sabha,"
Sarma said.

The CM's visit to the res-
idence  of  suspended
Congress MLA Sashi Kanta
Das on Sunday had created
a stir as he announced that

he would vote for the candi-
dates of the ruling alliance.

Congress  Legislature
Party leader Debabrata
Saikia told reporters out-
side the assembly that the
chief minister has resorted
to 'horse-trading' and is out
to destroy the democratic
process in the state.

"The opposition parties,
AIUDF and the Raijor Dal
had agreed to support the
Congress candidate and
accordingly Bora's candida-
ture was announced.
Realising that it would be
difficult for the second can-
didate of the ruling alliance
to win, the chief minister
has reached out to our
party MLAs," Saikia said.

Admitting that the BJP
has reached out to Congress
MLAs, the CM asserted that
it does not amount to horse-
trading."l will also talk to
them while party members
will go to their homes with
gamosa and tamul-paan
and request them to vote
for the ruling alliance can-
didates," he said.

In Assam, 'gamosa’ (ira-
ditional hand towel) and
‘tamul-paan’ (areca nut and
betel leaves) are presented
to people as a sign of
respect.

The present condition of
the Congress in the entire
country is pitiable and "I
request the elected mem-
bers of the opposition to

consider which party can
ensure the well-being of the
people and the state,"
Sarma said.

"If an MLA does not
weigh the pros and cons
before voting, it is only then
that he should be called a
horse and not the other way
round," Sarma quipped.

On Bora's statement that
all Congress MLAs will
receive Rs 10 lakh each
year for their assembly con-
stituencies from his MP
Development Fund, Sarma
said the legislators should
question him why he did not
give it in the last six years
when he was a Rajya Sabha
member.

Both the seats for which
elections have been sched-
uled are currently held by
Congress members- Bora
and Ranee Narah.

There are seven Rajya
Sabha seats from Assam.
Three of them are held by
the BJP and one by its
alliance partner AGP. The
Congress and an independ-
ent member hold the three
other seats.

In the 126-member state
assembly, the ruling NDA
has 79 seats with 63 from
BJP, nine from AGP and
seven from the UPPL.
Among the opposition par-
ties, there are 27 MLAs
from the Congress, 15 from
AIUDF, three from BPF and
one from the CPI(M) while
there is an independent
member.

The BPF has lent its sup-
port to the government in
the assembly but is yet to
enter into a political
alliance formally.

MLAs will participate in
the Rajya Sabha election as
members of the Upper
House of Parliament are
elected by legislators in
state assemblies. It is an
election through propor-
tional representation.

ferred by President Ram
Nath Kovind at ceremonial
functions which are held at
Rashtrapati Bhawan usually
around March/ April every
year. This year the President
has approved conferment of’
128 Padma Awards including
2 duo case (in a duo case, the
Award is counted as one) as
per list below. The list com-
prises 4 Padma Vibhushan,
17 Padma Bhushan and 107
Padma Shri Awards.

34 of the awardees are
women and the list also
includes 10 persons from the
category of
Foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI and
13 posthumous awardees.

Leader of Opposition in
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge on Monday said that
no political parties in the
country should politicise reli-
gion or caste.

Odisha gets major share of
NABARD's rural-infra funds

BHUBANESWAR The
National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development said
on Monday that it has sanc-
tioned a financial assistance
of more than Rs 4,000 crore
to Odisha in the current fis-
cal, the highest allocation in
the country.

The allotment was made
on the basis of the priority
accorded by the state govern-
ment for developing of infra-
structure regarding drinking
water supply, irrigation and
rural connectivity, NABARD
said in a press release.

The projects are expected
to play a key role in support-
ing the rural economy by

improving the livelihoods of
people, the release said.

An amount of 4,013 crore
was sanctioned under the
Rural Infrastructure
Development Fund (RIDF)
during the 2021-22 financial
year, out of which Rs 2,568
crore was for construction of
rural roads and bridges.

More than 10 lakh people
in the state will benefit from
the creation or upgradation
of 2000 km of roads and
bridges spanning a length of
17.13 km, it said.

Nine mega piped water
supply projects got Rs 840
crore for providing clean,
treated and safe drinking

water at the doorsteps of
around 17 lakh rural popu-
lation across the state.

Financial assistance of
Rs 605 crore has also been
extended for infrastructure
development in the agri-
allied and irrigation sector.
It includes the Kusumi irri-
gation project and the live-
stock vaccine production
unit, as well as cluster lift
irrigation and flood protec-
tion projects.

The total sanction has
crossed Rs 32,100 crore for
Odisha since the inception
of the RIDF, the release
added.
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