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ThemovebyHDFCBanktoaddonemore
whole-time director (WTD) to its board,
taking its strength tofive,may light up a
route for domestic systemically impor-
tant banks, or D-SIBs, and upper-layer
shadow lenders to create a leadership
pipeline,expertssaid.
In a bourse filing on September 12,

HDFCBankexplaineditsrationaleforthe
step—“inorder tohave sharper synergy
and oversight, including on the bank’s
subsidiaries, as well as to have a larger
pipeline for succession planning”. This
builds on the Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI’s)2023stipulationthatprivatebanks
must have at least twoWTDs, including
the managing director (MD) and chief
executiveofficer (CEO),ontheirboards.
“The idea of creating

apool ofWTDs for regu-
lated entities (REs) will
giveexecutivesexposure
to the challenges and
opportunities around
strategy, governance,
regulatory, legal, audit,
and compliance at the
board level,” saidRajesh
Narain Gupta, founder
and chairman, SNG &
Partners, a law firm.
“This will give a 360-
degreeperspectiveonrunningtheorgan-
isation and add significant value to the
business leaderandCEOinmaking.”

Thebigmoves
Of late, successionplanning inbankshas
hittheheadlineswithcorner-officeoccu-
pantsmovingonallofasudden.
In the case of HDFC Bank, a D-SIB,

wholesalechangesatthetopofitsbatting
ordercameaboutafter itsMD&CEOSas-
hidhar Jagdishan announced inAugust
thathewasquitting.KaizadBarucha, the
deputyMDspokenof as a successor,was
handicappedby theRBI’s 15-year cap (as
aWTD, or 70 years, whichever is earlier;
thisalsoappliestoMDs&CEOsofprivate
banks).Hewasappointed to theboardas

WTDin2013.
VSRangan’s termasexecutivedirec-

tor (ED) was to end in November 2026
even as a successor to Bhavesh Zaveri,
who retired as ED earlier in April this
year, remainedundecided.Nomination
andremunerationcommitteemembers
Sandeep Parekh and D Ranganathan,
too,wereneartheir term-limits (January
2027). Since then, of course, Anup
Bagchi has been appointed boss at
HDFC Bank; Rangan is now a WTD
alongwith JimmyTata.
Earlier, there were sudden exits of

SumantKathpalia at IndusIndBankand
Srikrishnan Hari Hara Sarma at Karna-
takaBank.AtKotakMahindraBank,here
was a change of guard after its MD and
CEO,AshokVaswani,decidednottoseek
reappointment on the completion of his
term on December 31, 2026. Vaswani

assumedofficeonJanu-
ary 1, 2024, for a three-
year term approved by
theRBI inOctober 2023.
Anup Kumar Saha has
received RBI’s approval
totakeoverasMD&CEO
for a three-year term
startingJanuary1,2027.
The WTD route is

now being looked at
afresh to create leader-
shipstrength.

Strategicdividend
“Operating as a D-SIB and given its vast
post-merger balance sheet, HDFC Bank
maywanttorevisit itsexecutivearchitec-
ture,”saidNitinPotdar,aseniorcorporate
lawyerandfounderofChambersofNitin
Potdar. “Given the RBI’s stringentman-
date formicroscopic governance, elevat-
ingmulti-verticalrisk,IT,andcompliance
functions, adding a fifth WTD seems
fully justified.”
Crucially, this expansionyieldsavital

strategic dividend: “It structurally
broadens the bank's internal bench of
board-level talent, ensuring a robust,
cross-functional pool of future MD &
CEOswho cannavigate strict regulatory
tenurecaps.”

“HDFCBank’smovehighlightsacriti-
cal regulatory objective. When the RBI
prescribedtheWTDguidelinesforprivate
banks in 2023, it intended to build a
deeper institutionalbench,not just solve
for one-off succession,” observed Ravi
Duvvuru,amemberoftheRBI’sadvisory
grouponregulationandfounderanddes-
ignateddirector,Duvvuru&ReddyLLP.
“Broad adoption of WTDs creates a

mature executivemarketwhere leaders
arethoroughlytestedinrisk,compliance,
andgovernancebeforetakingthehelm.”
HowmanyWTDsareenough?“While

HDFCBankmaymerithavingfiveWTDs
dueto its sizeandscale, itmaynotbethe
casewitheveryotherbank,”saidRGuru-
murthy,whoservesontheboardsofAxis
Capital andReligare and is formerhead-
governanceatRBLBank.
It’s worth noting that the RBI also

requires at least half the attendees in a
boardmeeting to be independent direc-
tors (IDs).
How do you get top-class IDs

onboard?
The remuneration paid to them is not
commensurate with the time spent on
theboard,althoughtheRBIhashikedthe
fixed remuneration ceiling to ~30 lakh
annually, with sitting fees on top. One
route, suggested Divyanshu Pandey,
founderatCBPandey&Associates,“Isto
go back to the core and groom a second
level of management of those who did
notqualify to rise to seniorpositions ina
bank, but have great knowledge to be

appointedasanID.”

Industry-widetalentpool
There is one more facet to what HDFC
Bank has done. The newWTDwill be in
charge of the bank’s subsidiaries. This
mirrors the position at the State Bank of
India (SBI),whichhas adedicatedMDto
lookafter its subsidiaries. It also tells you
where we are now: The larger banks are
financial conglomerates (SBI being the
firsttoanswertosuchaprofile)withbusi-
ness lines cutting across mutual funds
(MFs), insurance, and investment bank-
ing (i-banking).
Seen in this context,WTDs in private

banks become an industry-wide talent
pool,mirroringthestate-runundertakings
modelwhereaWTDfromone institution
canseamlesslytransitiontoleadanother.
That leads us to another aspect: The

RBI’s four-tier scale-based regulatory
(SBR)approach,whichwasintroducedto
cutoutarbitragebetweenbanksandnon-
bankingfinancial companies (NBFCs) as
itwasseenasbeingdetrimentaltoorderly
growthandsystemicstability.
The layers are: Base (NBFCs with

assetsof~1,000croreandbelow);middle
(assetsof ~1,000croreandabove);upper
(to be specifically identified); and top (to
be left empty, unless thebanking regula-
tor feels an NBFC poses potential sys-
temicrisk).
The idea behind this architecture is

that it enhances transparency and gov-
ernancewhile not burdening themwith
higher-level regulations.
Now,theupper-layerNBFCsarefinan-

cialconglomeratestooand,likethebigger
banks, have interests in MF, insurance,
and i-banking. In March this year, the
agendaofaDepartmentofFinancialSer-
vicesmeetingonNBFCs,chairedbythen
finance secretary,MNagaraju, included
the following: “governance reforms to
include better leadership rotation” and
“clarityonNBFCsaspotentialbanks”.
Is there a case for upper-layerNBFCs

tohavemoreWTDs?
“Asagoodpractice, itwillbedesirable

for upper-layer NBFCs to have multiple
WTDs. It will give them exposure and

increase the bench strength for future
elevation.IncasemakingmultipleWTDs
isnotpossibletheycouldbemadeperma-
nent invitees to the board,” said Vimal
Bhandari, chairman of HDFC Mutual
FundTrusteeCompanyandanIDonthe
boardofEscortsKubota’s, having served
RBLBankinasimilarcapacity.
“Thiswill give themaperspective on

howaboardworks and sensitise themto
leadership expectations; as and when
possible,theycouldbeappointedWTDs”.
And “at a timewhen the leadershippool
acrossregulatedentitiesneedstobewid-
ened,suchanapproachcancreatebench
strengthwhocanmoveacrossREs.”
Simply put, you can create a talent

poolat thefirm-andsystemic level.

Otherbanks
Thatsaid,Gurumurthypointedtothefact
that “given that external CEOs are pro-
bably chosenmore often now, itmay be
bettertoconsiderthisbenchasapotential
pipelineforCEOsofotherbankstoo”.
“Whileitmaynotnecessarilyformthe

pool for choosing an MD & CEO, it will
most certainly be the one if anyone is
neededtooccupythatchaironanemerg-
encybasis. It’sagoodtraininggroundfor
a future CEO role though, certainly,”
saidGurumurthy.

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
Disclosure:Entitiescontrolledbythe
Kotakfamilyhaveasignificant
shareholding inBusinessStandard

Corner-room
calculations
HDFCBank’s succession planning route offers
tips formajor lenders and non-banks

Good for business
A larger pool of whole-time
directors can:
Give sharper synergy andn
oversight, including on
subsidiaries
Create a deeper pipeline forn
succession planning
Give exposure to businessn
executives to board-level
challenges and opportunities
Build a robust, cross-functionaln
pool of future MDs & CEOswho
can navigate strict regulatory
tenure caps

whole-time directors
(wtds) in private banks
have become an
industry-wide talent
pool, mirroring state-
run undertakings
modelwhere awtd
from one institution
can transition to
lead another
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HDFC ERGO General Insurance Company Limited
CIN: U66030MH2007PLC177117
IRDAI Registration No.: 146
Date of Registration with the IRDAI: July 09, 2010

Financial Results (` in Lakhs)

Sr
No. Particulars

Three months ended Six months ended Year ended
Sep 30, 2026 Sep 30, 2025 Sep 30, 2026 Sep 30, 2025 Mar 31, 2026

Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Audited
1 Total Income from Operations (Note 1) 525,743 400,609 955,747 765,475 1,576,876

2 Net Profit / (loss) for the period
(before Tax, Exceptional and / or Extraordinary Item) 21,759 24,327 51,006 51,911 107,962

3 Net Profit / (loss) for the period before tax
(after Exceptional and / or Extraordinary Item) 21,759 24,327 51,006 51,911 107,962

4 Net Profit / (loss) for the period after tax
(after Exceptional and / or Extraordinary Item) 16,460 18,289 38,459 39,025 81,312

5
Total Comprehensive Income for the period
[Comprising Profit / (loss) for the period (after tax) and
Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)] (Note 2)

NA NA NA NA NA

6 Paid up Equity Share Capital 72,712 72,583 72,712 72,583 72,583
7 Reserves (exclude Revaluation Reserves) (Note 3) 327,099 268,313 327,099 268,313 288,640
8 Securities Premium Account 217,343 210,833 217,343 210,833 210,833
9 Net Worth 590,874 525,264 590,874 525,264 545,975

10 Paid up Outstanding Debt 140,000 140,000 140,000 140,000 140,000
11 Outstanding Redeemable Preference Shares NA NA NA NA NA
12 Debt Equity Ratio (No. of times) 0.24 0.27 0.24 0.27 0.26

13 Earnings Per share (of `10/- each)
(for continuing and discontinued operations)
1. Basic: 2.26 2.52 5.29 5.38 11.20
2. Diluted: 2.26 2.51 5.28 5.37 11.18

14 Capital Redemption Reserves NA NA NA NA NA
15 Debenture Redemption Reserves 3,750 3,565 3,750 3,565 3,750
16 Debt Service Coverage Ratio (No. of times) 8.85 19.73 10.25 10.41 10.82
17 Interest Service Coverage Ratio (No. of times) 8.85 19.73 10.25 10.41 10.82

Notes:
1. Total Income from operations represents Gross Written Premium (GWP).
2. Ind AS is applicable to insurance companies in India with effect from April 1, 2026. Pursuant to the regulatory forbearance granted to the

Company for a period of one year, Ind AS will be effective from April 1, 2027.
3. Includes Reserve on Amalgamation created on the merger of erstwhile HDFC ERGO Health Insurance Limited (formerly Apollo Munich Health

Insurance Company Limited) with the Company.
4. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly and year to date Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchange under

Regulation 52 of SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclsoures Requirement) Regulations, 2015. The full format of quarterly and year to date
Financial Results are available on the website of Stock Exchange (www.bseindia.com) and the Company (www.hdfcergo.com).

5. For the other line items referred in Regulation 52(4) of SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclsoures Requirement) Regulations, 2015, pertinent
disclosures have been made to Stock Exchange (BSE) and can be accessed on www.bseindia.com.

Place: Mumbai
Date: October 13, 2026

For and on the behalf of Board of Directors
Sd/-

Parthanil Ghosh
Managing Director & CEO

DIN: 11083324

Registered & Corporate Office: 6th Floor, Leela Business Park, Andheri-Kurla Road, Andheri (East), Mumbai - 400 059.

United SpiritsFor Limited

Sd/-

Pragya Kaul

Company Secretary and Compliance Officer

Kindly note that a special window for transfer and dematerialization (demat) of physical shares
th

will remain open upto 4 February 2027 as per SEBI Circular no. HO/38/13/11(2)2026-MIRSD-
th

POD/I/3750/2026 dated 30 January 2026 (“SEBI Circular”)

This facility is available to those investors who had purchased physical shares of United Spirits
st

Limited (the “Company”) prior to 1 April 2019, and

a) had not lodged the shares for transfer, or

b) had lodged the shares for transfer, but the same was rejected, returned, not processed due
to deficiencies in documentation.

st
For clarity regarding applicability of this window for transfer deeds executed prior to 1 April
2019, investors may refer to the below matrix:

Applicability of Special Window:

Kindly note that the request(s) which are accompanied with original share certificate(s) along
with transfer deed(s) and other supporting documents will only be considered under the
special window.

Investors wishing to avail this special window may contact the Company’s Registrar and
Share Transfer Agent (RTA), as below

Integrated Registry Management Services Private Limited
Unit: United Spirits Limited

th
# 30, Ramana Residency, 4 Cross, Sampige Road
Malleswaram, Bengaluru – 560 003, Karnataka, India.
Tel: +91 80 2346 0815 to 818
Email: bglsta@integratedindia.in

Investors may address your queries to the above-mentioned email ID.

For further details, investors may refer to the SEBI Circular by scanning the Quick Response
(QR) code above.

UNITED SPIRITS LIMITEDUNITED SPIRITS LIMITED
Corporate Identity Number: L01551KA1999PLC024991

Registered Office: “UB Tower”, No. 24, Vittal Mallya Road,
Bengaluru–560 001, Karnataka, India.

Tel: 080-22210705; Fax: 080-22245253;
Website: www.diageoindia.com e-mail: investor.india@diageo.com

Place : Bengaluru
th

Date : 14 October 2026

NOTICE

SEBI’s SPECIAL WINDOW FOR TRANSFER AND
DEMATERIALIZATION (DEMAT) OF PHYSICAL SHARES

Lodged for transfer before
st

1 April 2019
Lodged for transfer before

1 April 2019
st

No (Fresh lodgement)

Yes (Rejected, returned earlier)

Yes

Yes
Yes, subject to conditions

stated under SEBI Circular.Yes

No No No

No No

Availability of original security
certificate with the Investor

Availability of original security
certificate with the Investor

Eligibility under the
special window

Eligibility under the
special window
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

DYFI members staged a protest in 
front of  the Nedumbassery police 
station on Tuesday, accusing the po-
lice of  attempting to protect the ac-
cused in Sunday’s road accident 
that killed three youths, even as Alu-
va Rural SP K S Sudarshan dis-
missed the allegations of  police 
lapses. 

In the remand report submitted 
before the Judicial First Class Mag-
istrate Court-I, Angamaly, 
the police sought the ac-
cused persons’ custody for 
further investigation. 
They cited the possibility 
of  evidence being de-
stroyed, witnesses being 
influenced, threatened or 
harmed, and the accused 
absconding if  released. 
The report said the inves-
tigators also needed to as-
certain whether the ac-
cused were engaged in 
racing with other vehicles 
at the time of  the incident 
and whether the driver, 19-year-old 
Suhail Sajeev, had consumed nar-
cotic substances.

The CPM Ernakulam district 
wing has alleged that the police de-
liberately delayed registering the 
FIR and failed to mention the ac-
cused’s name despite him being in 
custody.  However, Sudarshan said 
the FIR had been registered based 
on the statement of  Priyad, who was 
with the deceased persons when the 

accident happened. The witness 
had identified the vehicle but could 
not identify its driver at the time, 
Sudarshan said.

“The FIR was registered based on 
the statements available immedi-
ately after the incident. The com-
plainant could identify the vehicle 
but not the driver. The police can 
record only what a witness states. 
This will not adversely affect the 
case,” he said. 

Sudarshan said subsequent in-
vestigation established 
that Suhail was driving 
the car. He was arrested 
after the police collected 
evidence, including wit-
ness statements and 
CCTV footage.

Sudarshan also clari-
fied that the accused’s in-
toxication was mentioned 
in the remand report. Su-
hail underwent a medical 
examination after being 
taken into custody, and 
the findings were includ-
ed in the report, he said. 

The police have invoked the charge 
of  culpable homicide, along with 
provisions relating to drunken driv-
ing and abetment in the remand re-
port, the SP said. Iyas from Kodagu 
in Karnataka, Devika from Waya-
nad and Gopika from Mannarkkad 
in Palakkad, were killed after the 
two-wheeler they were on was 
rammed by the car driven by Suhail 
at Nedumbassery in the earlyhours 
of  Sunday. 

07 KOCHI

NEDUMBASSERY ACCIDENT: GOPIKA’S 
FAMILY ALLEGES BID TO SABOTAGE CASE

Rural SP denies lapses  
as protests intensify 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Palakkad

THE family of  M P Gopika (21), 
one of  three people killed in the 
luxury car crash at Athani near 
Nedumbassery in the early 
hours of  Sunday, has alleged 
that attempts are being made to 
sabotage the case and protect 
the accused, Suhail Sajeev, 19, by 
exploiting financial influence. 
Gopika’s father, M R Pradeep 
Kumar, an autorickshaw driver 
from Edakkurissi in Karimba, 
alleged that the case was being 
weakened and that crucial de-
tails, including the accused’s al-
leged drunkenness, had not been 
recorded in the FIR.  Addressing 

reporters on Tuesday, the family 
expressed apprehension that ex-
ternal interference could under-
mine the investigation and deny 
them justice. 

Pradeep said that 
when he visited Ned-
umbassery police sta-
tion on the morning of  
the incident, he saw 
the accused lying in-
side a cell. He claimed 
that he had personally 
heard the circle inspec-
tor say that the ac-
cused was heavily drunk. The 
family questioned why the ac-
cused was allegedly sent to the 
Borstal School (a correctional 
institution for adolescent offend-

ers) despite being involved in a 
crash that claimed three lives.

The family also raised ques-
tions over the collection of  a 
blood sample from Gopika’s 

body even after the 
postmortem examina-
tion.  “I was told that 
there was pressure 
from higher levels 
when I enquired about 
the procedure. At-
tempts were being 
made to defame Gopi-
ka on social media,” 

her father alleged.
A student who had served as 

vice-chairperson during her un-
dergraduate studies at KMM 
College, Thrikkakara, Gopika 

regularly informed him about 
her whereabouts, Pradeep said. 
Describing her as a socially com-
mitted young woman, he said 
those who knew her would 
vouch for her character.

“Please ensure that my daugh-
ter gets justice,” Gopika’s moth-
er, Sajitha, said, breaking down 
as she spoke about the loss.

Her paternal uncle, M R Anil-
kumar, also alleged that finan-
cial influence was being used to 
derail the case. Describing the 
incident as one that reflected a 
disregard for the lives of  ordi-
nary people, he urged the home 
department and the police to in-
tervene firmly and ensure jus-
tice for the family. 

Woman dies after surgery, 
family alleges negligence
Post-operative deterioration and a second surgery preceded death 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode 

A 49-YEAR-OLD woman died at 
the Government Medical College 
Hospital in Kozhikode on Monday 
following complications after a 
hysterectomy, prompting her fam-
ily to allege medical negligence. 
Police have registered a case of  un-
natural death and initiated an in-
vestigation into the circumstances 
surrounding her death.

The deceased, Thankamani, a 
resident of  Mandarathur in 
Vadakara, died around 5 pm while 
undergoing treatment at the 
hospital.

According to her family, 
Thankamani was admitted to the 
hospital on October 5 for a hyster-
e c t o m y , 
which was 
performed at 
the Institute 
of  Maternal 
and Child 
Health at-
tached to the 
medical col-
lege on Octo-
ber 8. She was shifted to a ward the 
following day, but her condition 
reportedly deteriorated, with 
symptoms including vomiting, 
bleeding and diarrhoea.

As her condition worsened, she 
was shifted back to the intensive 
care unit (ICU) on October 10. The 
family alleged that subsequent 
medical examinations revealed an 
intestinal injury, which they be-
lieve led to an infection and fur-
ther complications.

Doctors later performed an 
emergency surgery to address the 
complications. The procedure last-
ed several hours, according to her 
relatives. Thankamani was placed 
on ventilator support after the op-
eration but died despite treatment.  
Her relatives have questioned the 
treatment provided after the ini-
tial surgery and approached the 
police, alleging negligence. A post-
mortem examination is to be con-
ducted to help establish the cause 
of  death.  The hospital is expected 
to release a medical bulletin on 
Wednesday and respond to the al-
legations after a detailed examina-
tion of  the case.

Bars serving 
under-23s to 
face action
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

EXCISE Minister M Liju has 
told the assembly that stringent 
action will be taken against liq-
uor shops that supply alcohol to 
individuals below the legal 
drinking age of  23 in the state. 
“The excise has already regis-
tered a case against all three 
bars which supplied alcohol to 
the underage accused. Stringent 
actions will be ensured against 
all such bars. We already have 
strict rules regarding drinking 
age, but still, we will issue strict 
guidelines,” the minister said 
while responding to Ernakulam 
MLA TJ Vinod in the assembly 
on Tuesday. He was responding 
to questions on the recent Ned-
umbassery accident in which 
three youths were killed. 

The minister also added that 
bars, which are found to be oper-
ating beyond their authorised 
time-frame, will also face conse-
quences. Refuting the allega-
tions of  officers accepting bribes 
from bars, Liju said that no such 
issue has been found in the de-
partment. He also turned down 
the allegations of  posting offi-
cials who faced disciplinary ac-
tions in key posts. The depart-
ment has also got secret 
information that some of  its of-
ficials are also supporting the 
law violations of  some bars. 
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Max punishment will be 
ensured: Chennithala

Police chief refutes 
allegation against cops

T’Puram: State Police Chief 
Ravada A Chandrasekhar has 
refuted the allegation that the 
police had gone soft on Suhail 
Sajeev, who had fatally mowed 
down three people while driving a 
car at high speed under the 
influence of alcohol at 
Nedumbassery. He said stringent 
section of IPC 304 has been 
invoked against the accused and 
Law and Order ADGP P Vijayan is 
paying special attention to the 
investigation.  He said the police 
are going ahead with a 
transparent and strict 
investigation and if there are 
allegations on the contrary, they 
will be examined.

Kochi: Home Minister Ramesh 
Chennithala on Tuesday said the 
government would ensure the 
maximum punishment prescribed 
by law for the accused in the 
Nedumbassery accident that 
claimed three lives after a luxury 
car rammed into a scooter. 
Describing the incident as deeply 
distressing, he said neither the 
government nor the police would 
allow anyone to shield the 
accused or help him escape 
punishment through legal
loopholes. The minister clarified 
that sending the accused to 
Borstal School was based on a 
court order and not a police 
decision. The court had acted in 
accordance with existing laws, he 
said. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@T’Puram

ELECTRICITY Minister 
Sunny Joseph has said 
that the government is ex-
ploring options for in-
creased internal power 
production and setting up 
more substations within 

the state. He was respond-
ing to the questions on the 
recent power shortage in 
the state.

Addressing questions 
regarding construction 
material shortage, Indus-
tries Minister P K Kunha-
likutty said that the gov-
ernment is trying to make 

all legal crushers in the 
state operational. 

Adding to this, Chief  
Minister V D Satheesan 
said that discussions have 
been held with Tamil 
Nadu CM C Joseph Vijay 
about the transport of  
construction materials 
from that state. 

ACCUSED 
SEEKS BAIL

Suhail Sajeev 
filed a bail
application 
before the 

Judicial First 
Class Magistrate 

Court-I, 
Angamaly on 
Tuesday. The 

court will 
consider it on 

Thursday.

Govt to boost in-state power generation

QUICK READ

Court stops media from 
airing ‘sting op video’  
Bengaluru: A city civil and sessions court on Tuesday passed 
an ad interim ex-parte temporary injunction order 
restraining the media, social media and digital platforms 
from publishing, airing, uploading, transmitting, circulating 
or sharing the alleged ‘sting operation video’ linking former 
chief minister and senior Congress leader Siddaramaiah. 
Judge B Pushpanjali, XIX Additional City and Sessions Court, 
passed the order after hearing two interlocutory 
applications (IA) filed by 78-year-old Siddaramaiah in the 
original suit filed by him. He prayed for a permanent 
injunction restraining the spreading of the video in question 
dated September 27 available on social media and 
broadcast on October 2 or its content in any form. 
Siddaramaiah stated that the caption for the video is not a 
neutral or descriptive introduction, but is deliberately 
framed to place him at the centre of a sensational political 
and sexual narrative. In one IA, he prayed to restrain the 
media, social media and digital media. 

HC upholds AIADMK 
MLAs’ resignations
Chennai: The Madras High Court on Tuesday upheld 
Speaker JCD Prabhakar’s decision to accept the 
resignations of six AIADMK MLAs who defected to the 
TVK after cross-voting in favour of the ruling party in the 
Assembly. The court, however, criticised the delay on the 
part of the Speaker in deciding the disqualification 
proceedings against the defectors and directed him to 
decide the issue within two months without fail. A 
bench of Chief Justice Sushrut Arvind Dharmadhikari and 
Justice G Arul Murugan passed the order on petitions 
filed by AIADMK whip Agri SS Krishnamurthy and ML 
Ravi, president of Desiya Makkal Sakthi Katchi. 
Krishnamurthy challenged the Speaker’s decision on the 
grounds that the resignations were tendered as a result 
of horse-trading and that the Speaker did not conduct a 
proper inquiry factoring in the disqualification 
proceedings pending against the defectors. 

Medical negligence allegations  
haunt Kozhikode MCH 

JUNE 2026: WRONG-KIDNEY  
SURGERY ALLEGATION

Rejith died on June 4 while on 
ventilator support at 
Kozhikode MCH. His family 
alleged that a kidney-stone 
surgery in August 2025 was 
performed on the wrong 
kidney and accused the 
hospital of further negligence 
and unauthorised surgeries

JULY 2025: ALLEGED DELAY IN 
VENTILATOR SUPPORT

The parents of a young girl 
alleged that doctors failed to 
act as her oxygen levels 
dropped and kept her in the 
ward citing a lack of 
ventilator availability. She 
died after being shifted to 
another hospital 

MARCH 2025: DEATH 
FOLLOWING POST-SURGICAL 
COMPLICATIONS 

Vilasini, 57, of Perambra, died 
on March 12 after 
undergoing surgery on 
March 7 for post-
menopausal bleeding 
and endometrial 
hyperplasia. An 
emergency open 
surgery reportedly 
revealed an intestinal stitch 
leak and faecal peritonitis

NOVEMBER 2024: ALLEGED  
DELAY IN DIAGNOSING GBS

Relatives of Rajani of 
Koothali, Perambra, alleged a 
four-day delay in diagnosing 
Guillain-Barré Syndrome 
(GBS) after she was admitted 
to the casualty department. 
They claimed she was initially 
treated for psychiatric and 
orthopaedic conditions. She 
later died

A series of deaths, surgical errors and allegations of medical negligence at 
Kozhikode Government Medical College Hospital have raised serious concerns

Major lapses and allegations (2023–2026)

NOV 2024:  DELIVERY COMPLICATIONS  
AND MULTIPLE SURGERIES 

B Anusree alleged that doctors failed to 
address an umbilical cord complication 
during her delivery on January 13, resulting 
in excessive bleeding and an unhealthy 
infant. She subsequently underwent five 
surgeries, including a hysterectomy

MAY 2024: SURGERY ON  WRONG BODY PART 

A four-year-old girl from Cheruvannur 
underwent surgery on her tongue instead 
of having her sixth finger removed. An 
associate professor in the Department of 
Paediatrics at the Institute of Maternal 
and Child Health was suspended following 
the incident 

DECEMBER 2023: CHARGESHEET  
IN HARSHINA CASE

Police submitted a 750-page chargesheet 
before the Kunnamangalam court against 
two gynaecologists and two nurses in the 
K K Harshina case. Harshina alleged that a 

surgical instrument 
was left inside her 

abdomen 
during a 

caesarean 
section in 
2017 and 
was 
removed 
only in 

2022. In 
March 2025, 

the court 
sought a report 

on her 
compensation claim 

FEB 2023:  WRONG-LIMB  
SURGERY AND IMPLANT ERROR

Reports emerged of alleged 
surgical errors, including surgery 
on the wrong leg of Sajna, 60, 
and the insertion of an incorrect 

implant during an arm-
fracture surgery on a young 
man

V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
Aiming to ensure greater safety and care for the elderly, "The Keralam Senior Citizens' 
(Care and Protection of Rights) Bill, 2026" has been introduced in the legislative assem-
bly. This is the first of its kind in India and a promise fulfilled by the UDF government. 
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Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001. 
Corporate Identification No. U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website : www.pspcl.in

(Contact Number : 9646123323)
Tender Inquiry No. PPR - 13/2026 Dated: 08.10.2026
   Chief Engineer / PP&R Organization, Shed No. D-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL,  
Patiala invites E-tender under three-part bid system for banking of power from 
interstate utilities / traders, Traders having Valid Inter State Trading License issued by 
CERC for interstate trading of energy, State Electricity Boards, State Electricity Utilities, 
States from 1st November 2026 to 10th October 2027. For detailed NIT & tender 
specifications please refer to http://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 08.10.2026 onwards.

Note - Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at  
http://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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