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BEACH READ
Foreign tourists reading books on the sandy shores of Kovalam Beach, soaking in the calm and quiet  

of a coastal afternoon in Thiruvananthapuram | B P DEEPU

Rajeev Chandrasekhar @RajeevRC_X
Dikshal waited for a safe home, but died in a dilapidated house. Visiting their make-
shift home today left me shattered and deeply anxious for every Malayalee still 
waiting for the @pinarayivijayan govt to act. I shared in their unimaginable grief and 
assured the family of  @BJP4Keralam’s full support to help build their home.
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State’s dream to cash in on rare earth 
demand might turn into reality soon
A N U  K U R U V I L L A  @Kochi

IN A move that can generate 
much-needed revenue for the 
state and create employment 
opportunities for the local pop-
ulation, the Kerala Minerals 
and Metals Limited (KMML) 
has decided to proceed with a 
project to engage in monazite 
value addition. As the first step 
towards the process, KMML got 
the state government’s permis-
sion to proceed with the 
proposal.

However, rare earths fall pri-
marily under the Union gov-
ernment’s purview and due to 
their strategic nature, they are 
managed under the Atomic En-
ergy Act, 1962, and related reg-
ulatory frameworks. Hence, to 
proceed with the project pro-
posal, KMML needs the Cen-
tre’s permission. As per the 
government order dated April 
17, the state government also 
sanctioned KMML to approach 
the Centre for the necessary 
permissions in this regard. As 
per the order, the director of  
Mining and Geology has also 
recommended considering 

KMML’s proposal in a favoura-
ble light. At present, KMML 
has the permission to mine 
monazite.

Both the state and Central 
budgets highlighted the rare 
earths’ importance in the coun-
try’s economic scheme of  
things. According to Dr Baiju K 
R, honorary director of  the In-
stitute for Integrated Pro-
grammes and Research in Ba-
sic Sciences, the decision is a 
timely one. “There is a great de-
mand for various minerals 
comprising monazite. Monazite 
value addition involves process-
ing the minerals in the sand to 
separate high-value rare earth 
elements (REEs) and thorium, 
increasing raw material value 
by up to 10 times,” he said.

According to him, at present, 
it is being done by Indian Rare 
Earths Limited (IREL). “If  

KMML is able to do monazite 
value addition, it will be an ad-
vantage to the Kerala govern-
ment since the revenue gener-
ated will be huge. However, it 
needs to be seen whether 
KMML has the equipment and 
the know-how to carry out the 
process,” he added. 

The demand for rare earth 
permanent magnets is rising 
sharply in India, with the gov-
ernment’s push for large-scale 
renewable energy expansion. 
India imported over 53,000 met-
ric tonnes of  rare earth mag-
nets during the fiscal year end-
ing March 2025.  India’s 
consumption of  rare earth per-
manent magnets is expected to 
double by 2030, but it currently 
meets its demand primarily 
through imports.

The Kerala Budget had pro-
posed creation of  a Rare Earth 
Corridor and a Defence Re-
search Development Corridor, 
aimed at positioning the state 
as a strategic hub for critical 
minerals. The Rare Earth Cor-
ridor is expected to attract in-
vestments of  Rs 42,000 crore 
and create around 50,000 jobs.

‘Siddaramaiah & I will obey Cong high command’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

KARNATAKA Deputy Chief  
Minister D K Shivakumar on 
Sunday said both he and Chief  
Minister Siddaramaiah will 
abide by any decision taken by 
the Congress high command on 
the leadership issue in the 
state.

Speaking to reporters after 

returning from Delhi, the Con-
gress state president said, he 
has full faith in the party lead-
ership and that it would take an 
approapriate decision at the ap-
propriate time.

The remarks comes amid 
speculations within the party 
and political circles about a 
possible leadership change and 
cabinet reshuffle after May 4, 
when the results for assembly 

elections in four states and one 
union territory, along with by-
polls to two assembly segments 
i n  t h e  K a r n a t a k a  a r e 
announced.

“I will not speak about politi-
cal issues before the media. I 
have already said that when the 
time comes you will get to know. 
So I will not tell you,” Shivaku-
mar said in response to a ques-
tion on discussions with the 

Congress high command dur-
ing his Delhi visit over the last 
couple of  days.

He asserted that there are no 
issues within the party, and 
whatever has been already de-
c i d e d  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e 
accordingly. 

“There are no issues, we have 
faith in our party, they will do 
what they have to,”  the deputy 
chief  minsiter said.  PTI

State to launch coast-protection 
project soon; 10 spots identified
S H A I N U  M O H A N  @T’Puram 

IN AN effort to protect vulnerable shore-
lines battered by severe coastal erosion, 
the state government –  in collaboration 
with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
– is preparing to launch the `4,013-crore 
coastal protection project. The Kerala 
Sustainable Coastal Protection and 
Climate Resilient Planning Project 
proposes interventions along 
nearly 90 km of  coastline, focus-
ing on long-term and sustainable 
solutions in 10 identified hotspots 
in the 590-km coastline in the state. 
Efforts are in full swing to get envi-
ronmental clearances and other approv-
als, said official sources.

A senior official with the Irrigation De-
partment told TNIE that an Environmen-
tal Impact Assessment (EIA) study has 
already been launched for the project.  

The official added that one of  the key 
requirements of  ADB funding is that at 
least 30% of  the total project cost must be 
tendered before loan negotiations are 

concluded. For implementing the project, 
the state government needs to prepare 
tenders for works worth `1,200 crore. 

“We are fast-tracking project designs, 
detailed project reports and other clear-
ances to meet the ADB conditions. We 
need to tender the project to get 70% fund-
ing from ADB,” said the official. 

The 10 hotspots identified for the 
project  include Shankhu-
mukham, Varkala, Alappad, Val-
iyazheekal-Thrikkunnapuzha, 
Vypin, Kodungalloor-Kaippa-
mangalam, Ponnani, Kappad, 

Thalassery and Valiyaparamba. 
“We will be covering six hotspots in 

the first phase. DPR and engineering de-
signs for these locations are currently 
under way,” the official added. 

The Irrigation Department is waiting 
for the new government to assume charge 
to take the project to the next level. “We 
need some policy approvals from the gov-
ernment and now it is possible only after 
the lifting of  the Model Code of  Conduct,” 
the official said. 

Amid soaring demand, KSEB gets 
‘power’ to procure addl electricity

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@T’Puram

IN WHAT could be a solution 
to the surprise power shut-
downs in the state during the 
scorching summer, the Kera-
la State Electricity Regulato-
ry Commission on Saturday 
granted the KSEB permis-
sion to procure additional 
electricity to meet power re-
quirements in the backdrop 
of  high consumption. 

Hearing KSEB’s petition, 
which mentioned that the 
state faces significant peak 
and average deficits during 
late April and early May, de-
spite alternative power pro-
curement arrangements, 
commission chairman T K 
Jose and member B Pradeep 
gave the nod for the same. 

The commission approved 
KSEB’s proposal to procure 
up to 250 MW of  power 

through the Day Ahead Con-
tingency Market and Intra-
day Market of  exchanges for 
the remaining days of  April 
and up to May 15. 

The KSEB has also been in-
structed to set up a mecha-
nism to monitor the daily 
power situation and submit 
day-wise details and the cost 
of  procurement before the 

commission within one week 
o f  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e 
process.

The decision was taken by 
the commission considering 
that the average peak de-
mand met during weekdays 
from the third week of  April 
onwards was between 5,900 
MW and 6,000 MW, and the 
night-time off-peak demand 
ranged from 4,500 MW to 
5,000 MW. 

The commission also noted 
that the KSEB needs to rely 
on the short-term market to 
meet electricity demand dur-
ing peak hours.

The power issue also took 
a political twist in recent 
days with even Leader of  Op-
position V D Satheesan criti-
cising the state government 
over the latter’s claims of “10
years of  power-cut free Kera-
l a ”  d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n 
campaigning.

Daily usage
 The KSEB has been 

instructed to set up a 
mechanism to monitor the 

daily power situation

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Six held in TN for attack 
on students from Kerala
Bengaluru: A dispute between 
two groups of students took a 
serious turn after a 22-year-old 
student allegedly called five of his 
associates from Tamil Nadu and 
assaulted six students from 
Kerala. The accused also 
threatened them with a knife and 
later robbed them of cash, mobile 
phones, laptops, and a two-
wheeler. The incident took place 
at a rented house in Pavamana 
Nagar on April 16. The police 
arrested all the six accused in 
Coimbatore.

Firecracker unit owner 
held in Cumbum blast
Theni: In connection with the 
explosion at a firecracker unit in 
Cumbum that killed two workers 
on Saturday, the district police 
arrested two persons, including 
the owner of the factory. Sources 
said work is underway to clear 
explosive materials trapped in the 
debris. One of the suspects -- 
Muthulakshmi (35), the owner of 
Sri Lakshmi Fireworks -- was 
arrested on Sunday, and her 
husband, Thirupathi (43), was 
arrested on Saturday. 

T I N I S H A  R A C H E L  S A M U E L  @Kollam

IF YOU thought passengers 
who board AC coaches in trains 
are decent travellers, you are 
mistaken. It appears there is no 
dearth of  petty thieves inside 
AC coaches either. Not even 
dustbins are spared, apparent-
ly. As many as 129 blankets, 138 
pillows, 1,129 bedsheets, 335 pil-
low covers and 11,570 face tow-
els... the list of  items stolen 
from trains in Palakkad divi-
sion from December 2024 to No-
vember 2025 seems endless. Go-
ing by an RTI response obtained 
by TNIE, the Palakkad division 
alone suffered losses to the tune 
of  `8.71 lakh during this time. 

A detailed look into theft in 
trains paints an amusing pic-
ture. As many as 328 gravity 
cock (water taps), three health 
faucets, 23 stainless steel mugs, 
five dustbins, four stainless 
steel dustbins and four fire ex-
tinguishers figure among items 
stolen from trains in just one 
division under the Southern 
Railway. These are not isolated 
cases, with similar incidents 
having occurred in the other 
five divisions of  the zone too. 

Going by the data from South-
ern Railway, the Salem division 
reported a theft of  167 taps to 
the tune of  ̀ 14,370. The accused 
in these cases were convicted 
and punished. While one of  
them was given a simple im-
prisonment of 129 days and 
fined `2,000, another was im-
prisoned for 162 days, and yet 
another got a 24-days jail term. 

From November 2024 to Octo-

ber 2025, the to-
tal loss incurred by 

the mechanical branch 
of  Tiruchirapalli division is 

`17.14 lakh. In its RTI reply, the 
division said during 2025 as 
many as 85 flush pipes were sto-
len. A total of  22 bedsheets, 27 
pillow covers, 16 bath towels, 
four blankets, and a pillow were 
stolen from first AC coaches of  
trains under Tiruchirapalli. 

The situation is similar with 
the Chennai division, where 
soft blankets, bedsheets, steel 
mug, pillow, and towels were 
stolen, with the exact number 
not provided. 

“The costs corresponding to 
the quantity of  lost linens are 
recovered from the contractor’s 
bill in accordance with the pro-
visions of  the contract,” the 
Southern Railway said.  

Interestingly, the Thiru-
vananthapuram Railway Divi-
sion chose not to respond to the 
RTI query. 

 According to the Railway 
Property Unlawful Possession 
Act 1966, there is a penalty for 
theft, dishonest misappropria-
tion, or unlawful possession of  
railway property. The culprits 
will get imprisonment up to 
five years or fine. 

With thefts becoming a regu-
lar affair, the RPF has now 
upped the ante.  “Railway items 
are maintained by multiple de-
partments that carry out pri-
mary and secondary inspec-
tions on trains, and whenever 
items are stolen from the trains, 
they do alert us and a case is 
registered and culprits arrest-
ed,” a senior RPF official said.

“Railway officials keep visit-
ing the yards to check the items 
and also keep a watch on previ-
ous offenders,” the official 
added.  

Faucets, steel mugs, blankets... 
trains turn another theft hotspot
Palakkad division alone suffered losses to the tune of H8.71L from Dec 2024 to Nov 2025 

� Railway items are 
maintained by 
multiple depts that 
carry out inspections 
on trains, & when 
items are stolen 
from the trains, a 
case is registered 
and culprits arrested

�Railway officials 
visit yards to 
check items and 
keep a watch on 
past offenders, 
says an official

On the watch






