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Aiming to enhance detection
and surveillance capabilities
along the borders, the Min-
istry of Defence (MoD) on
Tuesday signed a ₹1,950-crore
capital acquisition contract
with the State-owned Bharat
Electronics Ltd (BEL) to pro-
cure two mountain radars and
associated equipment and in-
frastructure for the Air Force.

DEPLOYMENT PLANS 

The mountain radar has been
indigenously designed and de-
veloped by the Electronics &
Radar Development Estab-
lishment of the Defence Re-
search and Development Or-
ganisation (DRDO) and will be
manufactured by BEL, the de-
velopment partner. 

They are likely to be de-
ployed in Jammu and Kashmir
and in Nagaland to secure the
skies, which are being chal-
lenged by a swarm of missiles
and drones, as visible in mod-
ern-day warfare, including in
the ongoing US-Israel and Iran
stand-o�.

“The installation and com-
missioning of these radars will
boost the country’s air defence

and strengthen national secur-
ity. The procurement will also
reduce dependency on foreign
equipment,” the Ministry said
on Tuesday.

The contract, under the Buy
(Indian-indigenously de-
signed, developed and manu-
factured) category, was inked
in the presence of senior o�-
cials of MoD and BEL in New
Delhi on the last day of the fin-
ancial year 2025-26.

ADVANCED TECH 

These are likely to be Arudhra
radars, modified for high-alti-
tude operations to detect a
wide range of incoming aerial
threats — from helicopters
and unmanned aerial vehicles

(UAVs) to high-speed fighter
aircraft — at a range of 400 km.

The alterations would go
beyond performance en-
hancements to incorporate ar-
chitectural and engineering
adaptations for optimal func-
tioning in rugged and high-
altitude environments, busi-
nesslinehad reported last year.

Arudhra is a sophisticated
4D surveillance radar
equipped with active aperture
phased array radar technolo-
gies and capable of operating
in both staring and rotation
modes, providing compre-
hensive coverage for target de-
tection and tracking.

According to the DRDO, it
can identify aerial objects with
a radar cross section (RCS) as
small as 2 sq m at ranges of up
to 300 km.
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O�cials of MoD and BEL at
the time of signing of the
contract

Defence Ministry, BEL tie up 
for ₹1,950-cr mountain radars

The radars will
be deployed in
high-altitude
regions like J&K
and the North-East
to enhance
surveillance and
counter emerging
aerial threats

To fulfil a long-standing de-
mand from the Telugu De-
sam Party (TDP) and Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, the Centre will intro-
duce a Bill this week to
amend the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act, 2014. 

The legislation aims to es-
tablish Amaravati as the
State’s sole capital, with ret-
rospective e�ective from
June 2, 2024.

Till now, Hyderabad was
the common capital of Tel-
angana as well as Andhra
Pradesh.

The Legislative Assembly
of Andhra Pradesh passed a
resolution on March 28 re-
questing the Central gov-
ernment to amend Section 5
of the Act to incorporate the
name of “Amaravati” as the
new capital of the successor
State.

As per the amendment,
“Amaravati shall be the new
capital” in Sub-Section (2)
of the Andhra Pradesh Reor-
ganisation Act, 2014.

Hyderabad was to remain
the common capital for Tel-
angana and Andhra Pradesh

for not more than 10 years.
After this period, Hyderabad
will be the capital of Telan-
gana while Andhra Pradesh
will have a new capital, ac-
cording to the Bill.

WORK BEGINS

Subsequent to the enact-
ment of the said Act, the
government of Andhra Pra-
desh, after due considera-
tion, consultation and plan-
ning, identified and notified
“Amaravati” as the new cap-
ital of the State, read the
Bill’s ‘statement of objects

and reasons’.
Significant administrative

and legislative measures
have been undertaken, be-
sides the infrastructural de-
velopment in and around
Amaravati, with the object-
ive of establishing it as the
State capital.

BACKGROUND

Chandrababu Naidu as the
first Chief Minister of the bi-
furcated Andhra Pradesh
(between 2014 and 2019),
had announced that Amara-
vati would eventually be-

come the State capital and
had invested extensively in
its development. 

The TDP, however, lost
power in the 2019 Assembly
elections to the YSR Con-
gress and its president YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy became
the chief minister.

Reddy scuttled Naidu’s
move and announced that
Andhra Pradesh, instead of
having a single capital,
would have three — admin-
istrative capital at Vi-
sakhapatnam, legislative
capital at Amaravati and ju-
dicial capital at Kurnool.
After returning to power in
2024, Naidu went back to his
original promise of making
Amaravati the sole capital of
the State.

Soon, a law to formally declare
Amaravati as capital of AP
OWN CITY. Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act to be amended to give e�ect to the move 
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COMING TO FRUITION. The Centre will introduce a Bill this
week following the long-pending demand from the TDP and
Andhra Pradesh CM N Chandrababu Naidu V RAJU

Under the Act,
Hyderabad was
to be the common
capital for
Telangana and AP
for not more than
10 years. The
amendment will
take effect
retrospectively
from June 2, 2024 

Banks’ supervisory data
index up in Dec 2025

Mumbai: Supervisory data
quality index score of
scheduled commercial banks
has improved to 90.9 in the
December 2025 quarter
compared to 90.7 in the
July-September period, the RBI
said on Tuesday. The sDQI
covers 87 SCBs and their key
returns, including those on
asset quality, risk-based
supervision, liquidity. The index
assesses adherence to
principles in the RBI’s Master
Direction on Filing of
Supervisory Returns 2024. PTI

QUICKLY.

Govt cancels auction of 
11 critical mineral blocks 

New Delhi: The government has
cancelled the auction of 11
critical and strategic mineral
blocks, which were put on the
block in the sixth round, on
account of poor investor
response and lack of qualified
bidders. The move is a setback
to the government’s e�orts to
ramp up domestic exploration
and production of critical
minerals amid global supply
chain disruptions. PTI

The Jal Shakti Ministry has
released ₹1,561.53 crore to
five States under the JJM 2.0
for financial year 2025-26,
following the signing of re-
form-linked MoUs and fulfil-
ment of mandatory compli-
ance conditions, an o�cial
statement said on Tuesday.

According to the state-
ment, under the second
phase of the rural water sup-
ply programme, ₹792.93
crore has been disbursed to
Uttar Pradesh, ₹536.53 crore
to Chhattisgarh, ₹154.02
crore to Madhya Pradesh,
₹65.31 crore to Odisha and
₹12.74 crore to Maharashtra.

The release comes after
the States committed to key
reforms under JJM 2.0, in-
cluding improved service de-
livery standards, sustainabil-
ity measures and

community-led manage-
ment of rural water supply
systems. So far, 12 States
have signed reform-linked
MoUs with the National Jal
Jeevan Mission under the
Department of Drinking Wa-
ter and Sanitation.

The Union Cabinet on
March 10 approved JJM 2.0,
marking a shift from an in-
frastructure-centric ap-
proach to a service delivery
model aimed at ensuring a
reliable and sustainable
piped drinking water supply
in rural areas.
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JJM 2.0: Centre releases
₹1,561 crore for 5 States 

The government has stepped
up work on long-delayed hy-
dropower projects in Jammu
and Kashmir, citing new mo-
mentum after the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty (IWT) was placed
in abeyance. 

A recent reply tabled in the
Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly said the Union Territ-
ory had an estimated hydro-
power potential of around
18,000 MW, of which about
15,000 MW has been identi-
fied. However, only about
3,540 MW — roughly 24 per
cent — has been harnessed so

far. “In the backdrop of the
abeyance of the Indus Water
Treaty, the pace of construc-
tion of ongoing projects has
accelerated,” the government
said in the reply, adding that a
“proactive approach” was be-
ing adopted to maximise util-
isation of the region’s hydro-
power potential.

The policy shift is visible on
the ground. 

In January, Union Power
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
visited J&K to review key hy-
dropower projects in Reasi,
Ramban and Kishtwar, follow-
ing clearance for the 260-MW
Dulhasti Stage-II.

He inspected the Sawalkot

project on the Chenab and the
under-construction 850-MW
Ratle project, with a focus on
faster execution. Sediment re-
moval has also begun at the
Salal plant.

Sawalkot, conceived in the
1980s, received clearance last
year after the Indus Waters
Treaty was put in abeyance,
signalling a shift for long-
delayed projects.

New Delhi has positioned
the push as both an economic
imperative and a strategic
shift. 

Jammu and Kashmir faces
severe winter power short-
ages, with generation drop-
ping to around 105 MW

against an installed capacity of
about 1,140 MW in the lean
season.

ROADMAP 

The J&K government said a
long-term roadmap is already
under implementation to
nearly triple the installed hy-
dropower capacity by 2035.
This includes over 3,000 MW
from under-construction pro-
jects, more than 4,500 MW in
various stages of tendering
and clearance, and additional
capacity expected through
private sector participation.

A Draft Hydel Policy 2025
also proposes incentivising
smaller river-based projects

and expanding private invest-
ment, while requiring de-
velopers to supply free power/
royalty to the region after a
specified period, a move aimed
at reducing procurement costs
and benefiting consumers.

Analysts said that the se-
quencing of clearances, site in-
spections and operational in-
terventions reflect a clear shift
in policy after decades of re-
straint under the treaty frame-
work. 

“The message is that India
intends to fully utilise its rights
over the western rivers,” said
Shahnawaz Hussain, a Valley-
based political analyst.

Govt to step up hydropower capacity expansion by 2035 
Gulzar Bhat
Srinagar

The enactment of the Finance
Act 2026 is expected to resolve
long-standing litigation re-
garding the “place of supply”
for intermediary services.
This shift comes as the o�cial
removal of a controversial
clause within the Integrated
Goods & Services Tax (IGST)
Act finally takes e�ect. Mean-
while, the Central Board of In-
direct Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) has operationalised
comprehensive reforms for e-
commerce exports and the
courier trade to enhance ease
of doing business from
Wednesday.

The Finance Bill, in line
with the GST Council’s re-
commendations, proposes
the omission of Section 13(8)
(b) of the IGST Act. This en-
sures that the place of supply
for intermediary services will
now be governed by the de-

fault provision under Section
13(2), e�ectively shifting the
focus to the location of the
service recipient.

This, said o�cials, will help
exporters claim benefits. The
proposal seeks to resolve
pending litigation (around
₹3,300 crore) and ensure a
level-playing field for service
exporters. Taxpayers availing
of these services from abroad
and earlier not paying GST
will now be liable under the
Reverse Charge Mechanism
(RCM).

E-COMM EXPORT

Meanwhile, CBIC said these
reforms include the complete

removal of the ₹10 lakh value
cap per consignment on cour-
ier exports, eliminating the
need to divert such shipments
to conventional air or sea
cargo; the introduction of a
streamlined framework for
handling returned and rejec-
ted parcels, and a legally-
backed return to origin (RTO)
mechanism for uncleared
shipments. “These are aimed
at strengthening India’s global
export competitiveness, par-
ticularly for MSMEs, artisans
and start-ups,” it said,

To address congestion and
delays in the disposal of un-
cleared or unclaimed impor-
ted goods at International
Courier Terminals, the CBIC
has introduced a RTO facility.
“Under this facility, goods
that remain uncleared or un-
claimed for more than 15 days
and are not prohibited, re-
stricted or under enforcement
hold may be returned to the
origin following a simplified

procedure,” the statement
said.A risk-based approach
has been adopted in place of
consignment-wise verifica-
tion. A dedicated return mod-
ule has been developed in the
Express Cargo Clearance Sys-
tem to facilitate smooth pro-
cessing of such returns.

GST liability on intermediary services shifts to recipient
Shishir Sinha
New Delhi

Andhra Pradesh will launch
India’s first quantum com-
puter in Amaravati on April
14, Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu said.

Addressing a roundtable
with representatives of the
quantum hardware manufac-
turing ecosystem in Amara-
vati on Tuesday, he said
Andhra Pradesh is among the
front-runners in implement-
ing the National Quantum
Mission, with Amaravati
poised to emerge as a future-
ready, world-class innova-
tion hub.

SELF RELIANCE CALL

Naidu called on stakeholders
to collaborate in building a
self-reliant quantum ecosys-
tem, reduce import depend-
ence, and position India as a
global leader in quantum
technology.

The State Government is
committed to encouraging
start-ups, innovation, and re-
search collaborations to pro-
mote “Made in Amaravati”
quantum products, with the
aim of making Andhra Pra-
desh one of the top five global
quantum hubs by 2030, he
said.

The proposed Amaravati
Quantum Valley will feature
advanced infrastructure, in-
cluding eight towers dedic-
ated to quantum computing,

research, innovation, and
start-ups. He added that skill
development programmes
are being rolled out to train
youth in quantum
technologies.

The State Government has
signed MoUs with 15 com-
panies, of which seven have
already commenced opera-
tions at Medha Towers in
Vijayawada.

Representatives from the
National Quantum Mission,
IBM, Centre for Develop-
ment of Advanced Comput-
ing, Centre for Development
of Telematics, Defence Re-
search and Development Or-
ganisation, Naval Science
and Technological Laborat-
ory, Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre, along with industry
players and academic experts
from Indian Institute of
Technology Tirupati and In-
dian Institute of Technology
Madras, attended the meet-
ing, according to a release.
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CM N Chandrababu Naidu  

Andhra Pradesh to launch India’s
first quantum computer on April 14
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