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India9days early,
fastest in 5years
June rainfall to be ‘above normal’: IMD

SANJEEBMUkHErJEE
NewDelhi, 29 June

With rains lashing the remaining parts
ofNorth India, the IndiaMeteorological
Department (IMD) announced that the
southwest monsoon covered the entire
country on Sunday — nine days ahead
of its scheduled date.
The southwest monsoon normally

covers the entire countryby July 8. 2025
has seen thequickestnationwidecover-
age of themonsoon since 2020.
In 2020, the monsoon had covered

theentire countrybyJune26.Thatyear,
cumulativemonsoonrainfall fromJune
to September was 10.5 per cent above
normal, IMDdata showed.
This year, too, the IMD— in its sec-

ond-stage forecast released inMay—re-
vised itsmonsoonprojection for 2025 to
106 per cent of the long-period average
(LPA), up from 105 per cent predicted
inApril.
It also said that June rainfall would

be “above normal” at over 108 per cent
of the LPA.
The forecast for seasonal rainfall

from June to September comes with a
margin of error of plus or minus
4 per cent. The LPA for all-India sea-
sonal rainfall during 1971–2020 is
87 centimetres.
The Met department had also said

that the monsoon in almost all homo-
geneous regionsof thecountry—except
theNortheastandpartsofBihar—would
benormal to abovenormal this year.
From June 1 to June 28, monsoon

rainfall was 9 per cent above normal.
Anearlyonsetof thesouthwestmon-

soon isexpected tospurkharif cropsow-
ing and aid in a healthy initial plant
growth. Data showed that as of June 20,
kharif cropshadbeensowninaround10
per cent more area than in 2024, cover-
ing roughly 13.74millionhectares (mha).
Among all crops, paddy— themain

foodgrain grown during the kharif sea-
son — had been planted in around 1.32
mha by June 20, which is almost 60 per
centmore than the area covered during
the same period last year. Only oilseed
sowingwas laggingat thatpointbutwas
expected to pick up as the monsoon
strengthened over Central India.

Railways considerswaiving clerkage
charge onwaitlisted ticket refund
DHrUvAkSH SAHA
NewDelhi, 29 June

TheMinistryofRailwaysisdeliberatingthe
possibility of waiving clerkage charge
while refunding the amount forwaitlisted
tickets upon cancellation or after the pas-
senger chart is prepared, officials aware of
the matter said. If the proposal goes
through,passengerswill seeareductionin
cancellation charges.
According to current regulations —

formed in 2015—a clerkage charge of ~60
is applicable on all reserved classes and
that of ~30 is levied on second class unre-
served tickets. In the event of a cancella-
tion or waitlisted/reservation against
cancellation (RAC) ticket, this clerkage,
along with a convenience fee, is not re-
funded to thepassenger.
“There are multiple discussions on-

going.Clerkagecharge iswhat therailways
levies for creating andoperating the infra-
structureandfacilitiesof the ticketingsys-

tem— this is a functional expenditure for
the system, which is working even if a
ticket does not get confirmed. The dis-
cussions are also lookingatwhether apar-
tial waive off or a full refund should be
lookedat,” a senior official said.
The amount forms a large sum for the

railways,whichseesmillionsof ticketcan-
cellations every year.
In a written reply to a question in the

LokSabha inDecember2024, theMinistry
ofRailwayssaidthat itdoesnotkeepasep-
arate record of revenue generated from
cancellationofwaitlisted tickets.
“The amount credited on account of

cancellation of tickets is not maintained
separately.Therevenuegeneratedfromall
sources, includingcancellation, formspart
of total receiptswhichareutilisedforwork-
ing expenses relating tomaintenance and
operations under revenue expenditure,
and capital expenditure for renewal/re-
placement of assets, customer amenities
and other unremunerative development

works,” theministry said in its response.
Waitlisted tickets are issued to avoid

berthsgoingvacantagainst cancellationof
confirmed/RACticketsduringadvanceres-
ervation period. Further, waitlisted ticket
passengershavetheoptiontoupdateunder
theupgradationschemeorshifttoalternate

trains under the Vikalp scheme, it had in-
formed theparliament.
In a response to a Right to Information

(RTI) application in 2024, the railwayshad
said that it generated revenue of ~1,230
crorebetween2021and2024throughticket
cancellations.

Tagore’s letters gounderhammer for ₹5.9 cr
ISHITA AYAN DUTT
Kolkata, 29 June

A set of 35 handwritten letters by
RabindranathTagore, alongwith
14 envelopes, was sold for
₹5.9 crore in a recent auction,
underscoring the Nobel Laure-
ate’s undying allure.
TheAstaGuru’sauction—Col-

lectors’Choice—washeldonJune
26-27. The letters auctioned were
penned by Tagore to sociologist,
musicologistandconfidantDhur-
jati Prasad Mukerji be-
tween 1927 and 1936.
Twelve of these
letterswerewritten
on different letter-
heads—fromVisva-
Bharati, his Uttarayan
residence, Glen Eden in
Darjeeling, and aboard his
houseboat,Padma.
AstaGuru said that auction

was especially significant con-
sidering the lot was not a visual
artwork but a manuscript-based
archive and yet became the sec-

ond-highest price ever achieved
for aRabindranathcreationat an
auction. This is not just a literary
artefact, it’s a self-portrait of the
Nobel Laureate inhis ownwords,
ManojMansukhani,chiefmarket-
ingofficer(CMO),AstaGuru,said.
“Their correspondence cap-

tures everything from philo-
sophical musings and literary
self-defense to aesthetic theory
andemotional vulnerability.”
AccordingtoMansukhani,Ta-

gore’s lettersarerareeventhough
individual letters
surface.
But a set as

extensive, intel-
lectually rich, and
emotionallycandid
as this, comprising
35 handwritten letters

and 14 envelopes, is ex-
ceptionally uncommon, he

pointed out. “Also, most of Ta-
gore’s importantcorrespondence
is held in institutional archives.
Soofferings like this in thepublic
domainarefewandfarbetween.”

The letters are from a private
collection. The provenance has
beencarefullydocumented, and
several of the letters have been
published inmajor journals and
books over the years, the Asta-
Guru CMOnoted.
Besides the trove of letters,

theonlyknownsculpturebyRa-
bindranath Tagore, The Heart,
also went under the virtual
hammer at the auction.
Believed to be dedicated to

Kadambari Devi, the wife of Ta-
gore’s brother Jyotirindranath,
the quartzite piece was sold for
around ₹1. 04 crore. It goes back
to 1883 during a retreat in Kar-
war, Karnataka. Tagore was 22
years of age at the time.
Tagore’s letters and The

Heart were among a total of 77
lots offeredat theauction.While
the letters fetched the highest
price, the second highest went
for a work by M F Husain from
his Mother Teresa series. The
painting was sold for around
₹3.8 crore.
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Rain report
Yearwise data of monsoon
coverage and actual rainfall

Year Dates whenmonsoon Actual
covered entire India rainfall (%)*

2015 June 26 -12.7
2016 July 3 -0.3
2017 July 19 -2.6
2018 June 29 -7.4
2019 July 19 11.8
2020 June 26 10.5
2021 July 13 0.4
2022 July 02 6.5
2023 July 02 -6
2024 July 02 8
2025 June 29 NA
Note: The normal date for monsoon coverage for all
India is July 8. *% Departure from the long-period
average (LPA) for June to September monsoonmonths.
The LPA for the June to September rains is
880millimetres Source: IMD

RabindranathTagore’s letters andTheHeart (left)—the
onlyknownsculptureby Tagore—wereamonga total of
77 lotsofferedat theAstaGuruauction PHOTOS: ASTAGURU

PHOTO: PTI

Now, reservationcharts8hrsbeforedeparture
TheRailwayswillpublishthepassenger
reservationchart8hoursbeforethe
train’sdeparture, itannouncedon
Sunday.“Currently,thereservation
chartispreparedfourhoursbeforethe
departureofthetrain.Thiscreates
uncertaintyforthepassengers.
Whereverpassengersarecomingfroma
nearbyareatocatchthetrain,this
uncertaintycancauseserious
problems,”therailwayssaid.Toremove

thisuncertainty,theboardhas
proposedpreparingthereservation
charteighthoursbeforethedeparture.
“Fortrainsdepartingbefore1400

hours,thechartwillbepreparedthe
previousdayat2100hrsitself.The
railwayministeragreedwiththis
proposalanddirectedtheboardtostart
implementingthisinphasessothat
thereisnodisruption,”itsaid.

Dhruvaksh saha


