
 

  

 

 

M/S. RAIHAN HEALTHCARE PRIVATE LIMITED (In Liquidation) 

Corrigendum to the E-auction sale notice published in the The New Indian Express and Mathruboomi – Kottayam 

Edition on 08/03/2025 

As the E-Auction platform- NeSL has decided to discontinue the e-auction services with effect from 1st April, 20255. The 

E-auction will be held through M/s. PSB alliances eBKray portal https://ebkray.in  
 

[Note: All the other terms and conditions of the original E-auction sale notice will remain the same.Any modifications related 

to the E-auction portal can be found in the revised tender document, which has been uploaded on the Ebkray portal.] 

 

Date : 25-03-2025                                                                                        CA M Suresh Kumar, Liquidator   

Place: Coimbatore                                                                                                   Mobile no. 73730-52341 
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Elderly of Nedumpuram take ‘Sneha 
Vazhi’ to experience Metro ride, sail

Addicts find new high in chemical 
drugs; alarming rise in trafficking
Low cost, eye-popping profit margins make trafficking them an attractive & lucrative trade

K R I S H N A  K U M A R  K  E  @ Kochi

IT was a memorable day out for 
a group of  senior citizens, 
mostly women, from far-off  Ne-
dumpuram grama panchayat 
in Pathanamthitta district, who 
travelled all the way to Kochi to 
experience the modern trans-
portation systems in the city. A 
majority of  them, including 
widows, were experiencing a 
Kochi Metro ride and sailing in 
the Water Metro for the first 
time.

Thanks to ‘Sneha Vazhi’, the 
first-of-its-kind tour pro-
gramme for senior citizens for 
which the small grama pancha-
yat has tied up with the Budget 
Tourism Cell of  the Kerala 
State Road Transport Corpora-
tion (KSRTC). A total of  60 sen-
ior citizens, including pancha-
yat president T Prasanna 
Kumari, vice-president Sylesh 
Mangattu and 78-year-old Pappi 
Kochukunje, the eldest of  them 
all, were part of  the free one-
day tour arranged by the 
panchayat.

“This is the first time a pan-
chayat has tied up with the 
KSRTC to provide free ride to 
Kochi and experience the Ko-
chi Metro and Water Metro. We 
started the Kochi visit, though, 
from the Hill Palace Museum. 
We had a good homely lunch 
from the corporation’s Jana-
keeya Hotel ‘Samridhi’. After 

visiting the historic destina-
tions of  Mattancherry and Fort 
Kochi, we had dinner from the 
Indian Coffee House, before 
heading back to our village,” 
Prasanna Kumari told TNIE.

The tour was part of  an ICDS 
project approved to enhance 
the mental health of  senior citi-
zens. “Since it’s the govern-
ment fund, we tried to avail of  
the services of  public sector en-
terprises. This can be a role 
model for other panchayats to 
follow. Though I have visited 
Kochi before, it’s my first metro 
ride. None of  us had travelled 
in a Water Metro so far,” she 
added.

In fact people like Pappi are 
visiting Kochi for the first time. 
“It was Tiruvalla town, the far-
thest that I had visited before 
this trip. It was fun all the way, 

travelling with people of  our 
age group,” Pappi said.

Since the group consisted of  
senior citizens, a health inspec-
tor and a PHC nurse had ac-
companied the group with med-
ical devices. 

“We took them too as a pre-
caution. Luckily all went 
smoothly and there was no 
need for their intervention,” 
said vice-president Sylesh Man-
gattu, who is one of  11 men in 
the group.  “KSRTC took spe-
cial care to act as a guide and 
enhance the experience of  the 
visitors. We hope other local 
bodies will follow suit,” said 
Sunil Kumar R, state coordina-
tor, KSRTC (budget tourism).

Under the ‘Sneha Vazhi’ 
project, three elderly citizens 
were chosen from each of  the 
13 wards for the tour. 

A B D U L  N A Z E R  M  A  @Kochi

A VISITOR to a medical shop 
near Edappally carried a high-
ly recommended prescription 
issued by a psychiatrist practis-
ing in the same locality. The 
pharmacist, however, grew sus-
picious after noticing that the 
prescription included sleeping 
pills thrice a day, instead of  the 
usual once at night. The hand-
writing of  the medical practi-
tioner raised additional doubts. 
To verify its authenticity, the 
pharmacist contacted the psy-
chiatrist concerned, which con-
firmed that the prescription 
was forged. The shop owner 
promptly alerted the police. 

The incident highlights the 
alarming rise in the use and il-
legal supply of  chemical drugs 
including hypnotic substances 
despite efforts by the authori-
ties to curb drug abuse and nar-
cotics trafficking. On other 
hand, the use of  sedative medi-
cines such as nitrazepam, clon-
azepam, ecstasy pills, and pro-
methezime hydrochloride 
injections as narcotics is creat-
ing headache to the police and 
excise departments. 

The low cost and eye-popping 
profit margins, of  up to 300%, 
have made trafficking these 

drugs an attractive and lucra-
tive trade.

“People primarily lean to 

chemical drugs to achieve a 
stronger intoxication, enhance 
the effects of  other drugs, or fa-
cilitate drug trafficking,” said 
Dr Benzir Hussain, a consult-
ant psychiatrist at Futureace 
Hospital and the treasurer of  
Indian Medical Association 
(IMA)’s Kochi unit.

Offenders often obtain outpa-
tient (OP) tickets from hospi-
tals or clinics, but never actu-
ally consult the doctor, he 
noted. Instead, they use these 
tickets to forge prescriptions by 
creating fake seals, medical 
council registration numbers, 
or national registration num-
bers. “In most cases, they fail to 
obtain the medicines, as only a 
limited number of  medical 
shops hold special licences for 
such drugs and many pharma-
cists are familiar with the 
handwriting of  the respective 

medical practitioners. As a re-
sult, a significant portion of  
these psychiatric drugs are 
sourced from outside Kerala,” 
Dr Benzir explained. 

The use of  any medicines be-
yond the prescribed dosage is 
considered sedative and falls 
under the category of  chemical 
drugs, said Kochi City Police 
Assistant Commissioner (Nar-
cotics Cell) K A Abdul Salam. 

“We are actively combating 
all forms of  drug abuse and 
trafficking through routine in-
spections, special drives, and 
targeted operations. However, 
beyond seizures and arrests, 
our authority is limited in con-
ducting raids on medical stores 
and stockists. The drug control 
department has the necessary 
provisions and powers to take 
action in such cases,” he said.

Echoing similar concerns, 
Ernakulam Assistant Excise 
Commissioner Suresh M said: 
“The growing trend of  purchas-
ing narcotic substances and 
chemical drugs online, often 
delivered via couriers and par-
cels, is also raising serious 
concerns.”

He said parties and social 
gatherings are increasingly be-
coming hubs for drug consump-
tion, replacing alcohol use. 

Senior citizens from Nedumpuram strike a pose at the High Court Water Metro 
terminal on Tuesday |  A SANESH

Akash is kingpin in polytechnic college ganja case, say police
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

Akash M of  Kollam, the first 
accused in a case related to the 
seizure of  ganja from the men’s 
hostel of  Government Poly-
technic College, Kalamassery, 
was the ‘kingpin’ in selling nar-
cotic substances among stu-

dents. The other accused col-
lected money from students for 
drug trafficking. According to 
the probe report, Akash had 
been actively involved in sell-
ing ganja at the Government 
Polytechnic College and other 
educational institutions for the 
past year. The police made this 

revelation before the High 
Court while opposing his bail 
plea. Considering these, the 
court declined the bail plea. 

Shalik K S, Muhammed Ash-
ique M A, Anuraj R, Sohail 
Shaik and Achinta Mandal are 
the other accused. Senior pub-
lic prosecutor C S Hrithwik 

submitted that ganja was seized 
from the room of  Akash. If  bail 
was granted to the accused, he 
will influence the witnesses 
and tamper with the evidence. 

Akash’s counsel submitted 
that he had been falsely impli-
cated in the case only for the 
reason that the room G-11 had 

been allotted to him. His room-
mate Adil Nisan K H was not 
arrested, stated the bail plea. 
The petitioner submitted that 
he is a final year student with 
upcoming semester exams, and 
the principal of  the college had 
permitted him to appear for the 
exam. 

‘Mobile food testing lab not functional’
KOCHI: The Opposition councillors of the corporation on Tuesday raised 
concerns over the utilisation of CSR funds, highlighting that the mobile 
food testing lab is not functional. “In the previous years, D11 crore was 
spent on ensuring food safety, while no amount was spent this year. 

The testing lab, purchased at a cost of D40 lakh from the CSR fund of 
ICI Foundation on the request of the corporation to test stale food and 
drinking water has not been used. Following criticism, the vehicle was 
operated for a few days, but the public has not been able to make use 

of the facility,” said  Antony Kureethara, Opposition leader.

NITRAZEPAM MOST IN DEMAND
Nitrazepam pills are hypnotic drugs used for short-term relief from 
severe anxiety, extreme fear, and insomnia. It also possess 
sedative properties. These drugs fall under the Schedule H1 
category (controls over-the-counter sales) and requires a triple 
prescription system — one each for prescribing doctor, medical 
store, and the patient. Medical experts warn that misuse of these 
drugs can lead to high blood pressure, severe damage to the 
nervous system, muteness, and even heart attacks

CHEMICAL DRUG SEIZURE  
IN CITY(2024)

Nitrazepam tab: 563 Nos

Ecstasy pills: 4.17 grams

MDMA pills (stimulant):  
2 Nos

Buprenorphine injection  
ampoule: 13 Nos

Diazepam injection  
ampoule: 18 Nos

Promethazine hydrochloride 
injection ampule: 6 Nos

CHEMICAL DRUG SEIZURE  
IN CITY (TILL MARCH 13)

Nitrazepam tab: 19 Nos

E X P R E S S  R E A D

K C Venugopal @kcvenugopalmp
Along with LOP Sh. @RahulGandhi  ji and Smt. @priyankagandhi  ji, protested against the Centre’s  
deliberate stifling of MGNREGA. Workers are being denied wages for weeks on end and their demands 
for increase in wages and workdays is falling on deaf ears. Undoubtedly, the Centre is killing MGNREGA 
by slow poison. This is complete injustice against the poor who rely on MGNREGA for their survival. 
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