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MumbaiBJPworkerscelebrate theswearing-inofNarendraModiasPrimeMinisterat the
partyoffice inNarimanPointonSunday. SankhadeepBanerjee

INHISfirstinterviewsincefacing
a significant electoral loss in the
LokSabhaelections,ManipurCM
NBIRENSINGHspoke toRITIKA
CHOPRAaboutwhyhe feels the
BJP lost to Congress in the state,
what needs to change in the fu-
ture, andwhether the changed
equationswithintheNDAwould
affect the Centre’s approach to-
wards him and his government
inthestate.Editedexcerpts:

Thiswasthefirstelection
sincetheviolenceinManipur.
Whatdoyouthinkofthe
messagebythevoters?
In the last year, due to the

complexity of the violence, nei-
therthestatenorCentralgovern-
menthasbeenabletotakestrong
actions against the groups on
bothsides.Thishas ledtodissat-
isfactionamongthevalleypeople
with both governments (in the
stateandattheCentre).Although
lawandorder isastate issue, the
Centralforcesplayakeyrolehere,

yetwearenotmeetingpublicex-
pectations.This iswhywelost in
thevalley.Intheouterareas,sim-
ilar sentiments exist. Resolving
theissuesinManipuriscomplex,
manydon’t understand the core

problems. Identifying and ad-
dressing these core issues is key
tosolvingtheviolence.

Isn’tthisaverdictagainstyou?
Whynot?AsCM, Imust take

fullresponsibility.Someagencies
seethis(theviolence)asafightbe-
tween twoethnic communities,
but Idon’t.Webegan identifying
and deporting illegalmigrants,
launchedawarondrugsin2018,
destroying poppy plantations.
Indigenoustribesareourcitizens,
butsomebody is tryingtomisin-
terpret thatweareagainst them.
Thissparkedtheviolence.

Youarereferringto
‘somebody’andoutsiders,but
votewascastbythecitizens...
They(outsiders)haveinjected

venomand instigated theKukis
to strike against theMeiteis. The
valleypeoplewereendorsingthe
actionsof thegovernment.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW
WITH

NBIREN SINGH
MANIPURCM

‘As CM, I must take full responsibility
for (Manipur) loss in Lok Sabha polls’

ATRASHTRAPATIBHAVAN: JSPchiefPawanKalyan,JDU’sNitishKumar,TDP’sChandrababuNaiduandNepalPMPushpaKamalDahal;(right)BangladeshPMSheikhHasina,MaldivesPresidentMohamedMuizzuandLankaPresidentRanilWickramasinghe.

AKRAMM
BENGALURU, JUNE9

ONCEDUBBED the “accidental
CM” by Karnataka BJP,Mandya
MPandJD(S)statechiefHDKum-
araswamywasamongtheminis-
ters in the thirdNarendraModi-
ledNDAgovernment. This is the
first timeKumaraswamywill be
aCentralgovernmentminister.
Known for his pro-farmer

stanceandoftencriticisedforhis
lackof ideologicalcommitment,
Kumaraswamy's rise in politics
is largelyattributedtohis father
andformerPMHDDeveGowda.
The two-time Karnataka CM
played a prominent role in the
impressive performance of the
BJP-JD(S) coalition in south
Karnataka, where it won 12 of
the14seats.Thestrongshowing
by the JD(S)helped theBJPhold
ground in a lot of areas and it
endedupwinning17seatswhile
the Congress bagged 9, much
lowerthanwhatithadexpected.
The youngest son of Gowda

and viewed as his political heir,
Kumaraswamyistheonlyleader
inKarnataka tohavealliedwith
boththeBJPandtheCongressto
becometheCM.
His first tenureasCMwas in

2006, after he along with 42
JD(S) legislatorswithdrew sup-
port from theNDharamSingh-
ledCongress-JD(S)coalitiongov-
ernment. Kumaraswamy then
allied with the BJP to form the
“20-20”government,wherethe
two parties entered a power-
sharingagreementof20months
each – an agreement the JD(S)
leader later renegedon.
ThefirsttimeKumaraswamy

becametheCMwasalsothefirst
time hewas elected as anMLA.
After registering his first win in
the1996LokSabhapolls,helost
the next three elections — two
Lok Sabha and one Assembly
election — before winning the
2004Assemblypolls.Sincethen,
thethree-timeMPandfive-time
MLAhas lost only oneof the six
electionshehascontestedtoce-
ment his position as one of the

tallest Vokkaliga leaders in the
state.
His second stint as CMwas

the short-lived coalition with
Congressin2018,whenthegov-
ernment lasted littlemore than
a year and collapsed after the
controversial “Operation Lotus”
orchestrated by the BJP. In his
firstterm,Kumaraswamygained
acclaimforbanningsinglenum-
ber lottery inthestate.Thefarm
loan waiver of Rs around Rs
34,000crorebenefittingaround
17 lakh farmers was themajor
announcement during his sec-
ondtenure.
“I am not pushing for any

Cabinetberth.If IgetAgriculture,
IwillbehappyasIaminterested
in the sector from the begin-
ning,” Kumaraswamy told re-
porters in Delhi on Sunday. The
JD(S) leader's tenure as Union
Ministerisexpectedtoboostthe
regional party that suffered its
worst drubbing in recent years
in last year’s Assembly polls,
whereitcouldwinonly19seats
and lost in some of its strong-
holds, raising serious concerns
about its future.
The tide turned in thisyear’s

Lok Sabha polls when the JD(S)
succeeded in rallying its vote
base behind the coalition. The
partywontwoof thethreeseats
it contested and helped the BJP
winatleasteightconstituencies
where ithasastrongpresence.
His grip over the party unit,

especiallyafterthewaninginflu-
ence of Deve Gowda, has at-
tractedalotofcriticismasmany
JD(S) leaders resigned from the
partyafterheassumedcharge.S
R Srinivaswho quit the JD(S) in
2023,accusedKumaraswamyof
running the party as a business
enterprise.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE9

ACTOR-TURNED-politicianSur-
eshGopiwho is the the first BJP
LokSabhaMPfromKeralajoined
PMNarendraModi’s Council of
MinistersSunday.
For Gopi, this is a reward for

thepromisehemadetohiselec-
torate in the Thrissur seat. “A
Union Minister for Thrissur,
Modi’s guarantee”was the slo-
gan he deployed at campaign
meetings and public interac-
tions,anditadornedthewallsof
Thrissur in the run-up to the
polls.
OnSunday,beforeleavingfor

Delhi,Gopitoldthemediaatthe
Thiruvananthapuram airport:
“This (aCabinetberth) isModi’s
decision.Hecalledmeandasked
metobeathishomeat11.30am.
I am obeying... I will be anMP
working for Kerala and Tamil
Nadu. I had already told people
of Thrissur during the cam-
paign.”
Following his win from

Thrissurby74,000votes,Gopi’s
Cabinet berth is also another
milestone for the party. In the
previousNDAgovernments,the
BJP hadministers from Kerala
but they were all Rajya Sabha
MPs elected from other states.
Forexample,PCThomaswhois
the leader of thedefunct Indian
FederalDemocraticPartyserved
asaUnionMoSfrom2003-04in

Atal Bihar Vajpayee’s govern-
ment.
Gopi,65,hasonlybeeninthe

BJPforeightyears.Buthisvictory
is now a lesson for Kerala BJP,
which has been toiling over the
years to end the state’s bipolar
electoral politics between the
CPI(M)andtheCongress.
A popular Malayalam actor

with250filmsunderhisbelt,he
wasnominatedasaRajyaSabha
member in April 2016 by the
President under the category of
eminentpersonalities.Hejoined
the BJP just months later in
October2016.
Atthetime, itwasararityfor

film professionals in Kerala to
foray intoactivepolitics.Gopi, a
native of Thiruvananthapuram,
soon emerged as the BJP’s star
campaigner ridingonhis image
asanactionmoviestarknownto
playpoliceofficer roles.
In the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-

tions, Gopi made his electoral
debut in Thrissur but finished
third. The Congress’s T P
Prathapanwon.Gopihadbythis
point managed to reach out to
theHinducommunity inKerala
over the Sabarimala issue.
Althoughhelost,Gopimanaged
to increase BJP’s vote share to

28.2%from11.15%in2014.Then,
he contested in 2021 Assembly
elections from Thrissur.
Although he finished third, he
again increasedvoteshares.
Despite the losses, Gopi

started involving himself with
charitable activities in Thrissur
and spent hisMPLADS funds as
RajaSabhaMPforvariousdevel-
opmentalprojects intheregion.
In2023,whentheCPI(M)got

embroiledinacooperativebank
fundscam,Gopiledagrassroots-
levelprotest.Campaigningatthe
time,heusedoneofhispopular
film dialogues— “Thrissur njan
edukkuva, enikku venom
Thrissur (I am taking Thrissur, I
wantThrissur)”—toreachoutto
people.
Days before Kerala went to

polls onApril 26, thepolice had
imposed several restrictions at
the venue of annual Thrissur
pooram, the state’s cultural fes-
tival, as part of crowdmanage-
ment.Inprotest,organisingtem-
ple committees had decided to
winduptheirprogramme.
In tunewith the BJP’s politi-

cal line to win Christian votes,
Gopi also reached out to the
community. Early this year, he
donated a golden crown to the
LourdesMetropolitanCathedral
Church tomark thewedding of
his daughter. He defeated the
CPI(M)'s V S Sunilkumar by
74,686 votes. With 250-odd
films under his belt, Gopi is still
active in theMalayalamfilm in-
dustry.

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR,JUNE9

WITHODISHAoneofthebright-
est spots in the BJP’s Lok Sabha
election showing, the party’s
populartribalfacefromthestate
andsix-timeSundargarhMPJual
Oram, SambalpurMPDharme-
ndra Pradhan, and the party’s
Rajya SabhaMP from the state
Ashwini Vaishnaw entered the
Council ofMinisters.
WithBJP assumingpower in

Odisha for the first time, both
OramandPradhanwere consid-
eredfront-runnersforCM’spost.

JUALORAM
Oram, 63, served as the

UnionCabinetMinister twice in
thepast. Inhissecondtermasan
MP in1999,Oramwasassigned
toheadthetribalaffairsministry
after the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
governmentsetuptheministry
following the bifurcation of the
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment. He was re-in-
ducted again in 2014 when
NarendraModiassumedpower
for the first time and again got
the tribal affairsportfolio.
In the just-concluded elec-

tions,Oramdefeatedhockeyicon
and BJD candidate Dilip Tirkey
fromhistraditionalbaseSundarg-
arhbymorethan1.38lakhvotes.
Oram,whowontheseatfivetimes
between1998and2019,madean
emotionalpitchduring thecam-
paign, seeking votes inwhat he
billedashis“lastelection”.
The decision to include

Oram in the Union Cabinet is

alsoseenastheBJP’sattemptto
further strengthen its base
among the tribals in Odisha,
who comprise around 23% of
the population. Oram is also
known as a strong critic of out-
goingCMNaveenPatnaik.
Born intoapoor tribal family

in Kendudihi village in
Sundargarh district, Oramcom-
pletedhis engineeringdegree in
1982andworkedinBharatHeavy
Electricals Limited before enter-
ingpolitics.Oramwaselected to
the Assembly in 1989 before
movingontonationalpolitics.

DHARMENDRAPRADHAN
Pradhan 54, has served as a

UnionMinisterinModi’stwopre-
viousterms,handlingkeyportfo-
liossuchaspetroleumandnatural
gas, educationandskill develop-
ment,andisconsideredapromi-
nentfaceof theBJPinOdisha.
Pradhan is credited for the

successful implementation of
thePMUjjwalaYojanaduringhis
tenure as the Minister of
PetroleumandNaturalGas.
The son of former Union

Minister Debendra Pradhan,
Dharmendra is known to share
close ties with UnionMinister
AmitShah.In2019,whentheBJP
contestedtheAssemblypollson
its own in Odisha after the al-
liance with the BJD ended,
Pradhan unsuccessfully con-
tested from Pallahara again. He
was subsequently nominated
twice to theRajyaSabha.
Returning to direct electoral

politics in Odisha in 2024 after
15years,PradhandefeatedBJD’s
organisational secretaryPranab

PrakashDas.

ASHWINIVAISHNAW
The former IAS officer-

turned-entrepreneur began his
political career in June 2018,
whenhewaselectedtotheRajya
SabhafromOdishaasaBJPnom-
ineedespitethepartynothaving
therequirednumbersinthestate
Assembly.TheBJDlefttheseatfor
VaishnawfollowingPMNarendra
Modi’slast-minutecalltoNaveen
Patnaik.HewasappointedUnion
RailwayMinisterthreeyearslater.
A native of Jodhpur,

Vaishnaw, a qualified engineer
from IIT Kanpur, was a 1994-
batch IAS officer and served as
the Collector of Balasore and
Cuttack.Hecametothegovern-
ment’snoticeasayoungbureau-
crat(thenpostedasBalasorecol-
lector)whenhetrackedthepath
of the 1999 Super Cyclone from
theUSNavy’swebsiteandregu-
larlyupdatedtheOdishagovern-
ment.More than10,000people
perished in thecalamity.
AfterhisinitialdaysinOdisha,

Vaishnaw was moved to the
PrimeMinister’sOffice (PMO) in
2003andpostedasdeputysecre-
tary.Healsoservedastheprivate
secretary of former Prime
MinisterAtal Bihari Vajpayee af-
tertheBJPlostthe2004LokSabha
elections. Hewas appointed as
deputy chairman of theMorm-
ugaoPortAuthorityin2006.
After quitting IAS, Vaishnaw

set up two automotive compo-
nents manufacturing units in
Gujarat duringwhich he is be-
lieved to have drawn the atten-
tionofModi, thenGujaratCM.

Oram, Pradhan, Vaishnaw:
Trio from Odisha in NDA

Gopi joined
BJP in
October
2016. File

JD(S) state
chiefHD
Kumara-
swamy. File

Promise kept: Suresh Gopi
in Modi’s cast of ministers

PTI

After assist to
BJP in state,
Kumaraswamy
debuts at Centre


