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COURT NOTICES
CLASSIFIEDS

DISCLAIMER
“The Tribune Trust does
not take responsibility 

for the contents 
of the advertisements 

(Display/ Classified)
carried in this

newspaper. The paper
does not endorse the
same. Readers are

requested to verify the
contents on their 
own before acting

there upon.”

For Circulation and Advertisement
booking and other related queries
please call at following numbers
from Monday to Saturday
between 10.00 a.m. and 5.00 p.m. 

Circulation:

0172-2670319, 2670250, 2670442
E-mail at

circulation@tribunemail.com

Advertisement:

Classified: 0172-2670257, 2670338
E-mail at

classified@tribunemail.com

Display: 0172-2670256, 2670342
E-mail at advt@tribunemail.com

Tribune News Service

Shimla, February 26
Himurja, state government’s
nodal agency for renewable
energy programmes, has
opened the doors for all pow-
er producers to set up
ground-mounted solar power
projects having capacity
ranging from 1 MW to 5 MW.

“Until now, only the
Himachalis were allowed to
set up solar power projects up
to 5 MW capacity. As per the
directions of the government,
now all interested power pro-
ducers can apply for setting
up projects having capacity
from 1 to 5 MW,” said a
Himurja official. “This has
been done to ensure quicker
exploitation of solar power
potential,” he added.

The government has
already declared that it
intends to make Himachal
Pradesh a “Green State” by
2025. Major areas of focus
for the government in

achieving this goal are the
use of electric vehicles and
solar power. The govern-
ment has reportedly given
Himurja the target of allot-
ting projects having a com-

bined capacity of 100 MW
during this financial year.

Himurja has invited appli-
cations for setting up
ground-mounted solar pow-
er projects of 250 KW to

5MW capacity. “These
plants will be set up by the
applicants on private or
leased land. The applicants
will have to undertake the
work from concept to com-

missioning, including feasi-
bility survey and investiga-
tion,” the official said.

Out of total 100 MW capac-
ity, 250 KW to 1 MW solar
projects having 30 MW com-
bined capacity would be
reserved for bona fide
Himachalis. “The remain-
ing 70 MW capacity, as
regards projects ranging
from 1 MW to 5 MW, has
been thrown open to all
interested solar power pro-
ducers,” the official said.

The applicants will have to
apply for these projects
online. “They will have to
deposit an application fee of
Rs 10,000 for every project up
to 1 MW capacity and Rs 1
lakh for every project rang-
ing from 1 MW to 5 MW
capacity,” he said. The appli-
cants, the official said, would
have to furnish documents
regarding the ownership of
the land or the lease deed
with the landowner where he
intended to set up the project.

Non-Himachalis allowed to set 
up 1 to 5 MW solar power projects

PROJECTS HAVING 100 MW CAPACITY TO BE ALLOTTED
■ Till now, only the

Himachalis were
allowed to set up solar
power projects up to 5
MW capacity

■ The government has giv-
en Himurja the target of

allotting projects of 100
MW combined capacity
during this financial year

■ 250KW to 1MW solar
projects having 30 MW
combined capacity will
be reserved for bona

fide Himachalis
■ All solar power produc-

ers will be eligible to
apply for the remaining
70 MW combined
capacity as regards 
1 MW to 5 MW projects

Dipender Manta
Tribune News Service

Mandi, February26
With a host of cross-section
tunnels, four-laning of Pandoh
bypass to Takoli on Kiratpur-
Manali highway will provide
all-weather and safe connec-
tivity between Mandi and Kul-
lu. This will reduce travel time
from Mandi to Manali by more
than 60 minutes.

According to official
sources, the much-awaited
Pandoh bypass to Takoli sec-
tion of the Kiratpur-Manali
Highway is likely to be dedi-
cated to nation by March
2024. After nearly five years,
nation’s one of the most-
favoured tourist destinations
Manali is slated to get smooth
connectivity. 

Of the total 34-km length of
Pandoh bypass to Takoli, 23.7
km has been handed over to
the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI),
while 10.3 km (approx) is
under construction. 

“The project includes
construction of 10 tunnels,
one elevated viaduct,
three major bridges, 10
minor bridges and double-
laning of more than 13 km
highway with slope protec-
tion, culverts, retaining
walls, drainage and many
other features,” said a
project officer.

“The upgraded infrastruc-
ture will make road travel

safer and more reliable, apart
from reducing travel time
from Mandi to Manali by
more than an hour,” he
added. 

Project manager Ranjit
Kumar Singh said that “an
average of 6,000 vehicles ply
on this stretch every day.
These include the vehicles of
armed forces heading to bor-
der areas like Leh. The num-
ber is expected to rise signifi-
cantly once the new
all-weather connectivity is
available.”

“Till six years back, this
was one of the most danger-
ous sections of the NH-21
between Chandigarh and
Manali. Pandoh, 15 km
from Mandi, to Aut was a
frequent rock-fall area risk-
ing vehicles and often cut-
ting off the highway. To
ensure safety of motorists
in this section, which

became a high-risk zone, 10
tunnels were planned. Over
75 per cent of the project
work has been completed.
We have handed over five
tunnels, an 842.5 m viaduct,
eight minor bridges, and
9.3 km of highway to the
NHAI,” he said.

“We were executing this
project with running traffic
on a highway and there was
always a fear of landslides
and accidents. We had to
deal with open highway
excavation, limited right of
way and poor geology. The
right of way was insuffi-
cient to accommodate high
hill cutting of 55-60 m
height in poor geological
strata. So, we adopted V-Cut
excavation from the centre
so that the muck didn’t hin-
der traffic and the sides of
the slope were excavated at
the end,” he explained. 

Mandi-Manali travel to be safer
75% work of Pandoh bypass to Takoli stretch completed

The Kiratpur-Manali road from Pandoh to Takoli. JAI KUMAR

Una, February 26 
A woman gave birth to a boy in
an ambulance on the way to a
hospital here in the early hours
of Sunday, health department
officials said.

Both the woman, Charan-
jeet, a resident of Gurpalah vil-
lage here, and her son are
healthy, they said.

A Health Department
spokesperson said a call was
received on emergency
helpline number 108 from
Gurpalah that a pregnant
woman was unwell. An ambu-
lance left for Gurpalah, the
spokesperson said.

Ambulance staff nurse
Seema checked on the preg-
nant woman who was in
labour. Seema immediately
contacted the doctors and
sought their advice. It was
decided that the woman's
delivery procedure would be
conducted in the ambulance
itself, the spokesperson said.

District in charge of 108
ambulances Pankaj Sharma
said the mother and her child
are healthy and under treat-
ment at the Regional Hospital,
Una. He also praised the
ambulance staff for the
woman's safe delivery. — TNS

On way to hospital, woman
delivers in ambulance in Una


