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New Delhi, February 20
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Monday while
the new National Education
Policy would prepare the
youth for the new century,
the twin engine BJP govern-
ment at the Centre and in
Uttarakhand was working
towards new job opportuni-
ties. He was virtually
addressing a ‘Rozgar Mela’.

Backing investments in
infrastructural development
in Uttarakhand, the PM said
new roads and rail lines had
not only improved connectiv-
ity but also created employ-
ment opportunities. “It is our
endeavour that the youth of
Uttarakhand return to their
villages,” the Prime Minister
said, citing new self-employ-
ment opportunities being cre-

ated in mountainous areas. 
He said a sum of Rs 38

crore had been given as
loans to eight crore youths
across the country, includ-
ing several thousand from
Uttarakhand, under the
Mudra Loan Yojana.The
biggest beneficiaries were
the youth and women in the
SC/ST and OBC categories.
Loans up to Rs 10 lakh were

being given to the youth
without any guarantee to
open shops, dhabas, guest
houses and homestays. 

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami and Education
Minister Dhan Singh Rawat
attended the event at
Mukhya Sevak Sadan where
appointment letters were giv-
en to  assistant teachers after
the PM’s virtual address.

Infra push in U’khand
generating jobs: Modi
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New Delhi, February 20
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday launched a
scathing attack on Congress’
media department chairman
Pawan Khera for his remarks
against the PM.

He was reacting to Khera’s
“Narendra Gautamdas Modi
(in context of Gautam Adani
issue)” remark at a press con-
ference earlier in the day.
“When the PM insults our
ancestors, the HM says noth-
ing. We have not even insulted
the PM’s father, nor is that our
culture,” Khera remarked. 

Claiming that the Congress
stood marginalised in the
North-East, Shah said: “The
level of discourse of Con-
gress leaders has fallen con-
sistently. The PM who
brought smiles to 80 crore
people during Covid, who
ensured economic develop-
ment and is respected the
world over is repeatedly
insulted by the Congress.” 

Standards of
Cong leaders
falling: Shah 

PM Narendra Modi addresses the Uttarakhand Rozgar Mela via
video-conferencing from New Delhi on Monday. PTI
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New Delhi, February 20
The Supreme Court on
Monday rejected former
Gujarat cadre IPS officer
Sanjiv Bhatt’s petition
challenging a state High
Court order which set a
deadline for completion of
trial in a 1996 drug seizure
case and imposed a cost of
Rs 10,000 on him for filing
a “frivolous” petition.

“The petitioner rather
than approaching this
court ought to have cooper-
ated with the trial court for
expeditious disposal. The
grant of extension is mat-
ter for the trial court. The
petition is found to be
absolutely frivolous and
costs of Rs 10,000 are
imposed,” a Bench led by
Justice BR Gavai said.

It directed Bhatt to
deposit the amount with

the Gujarat State Legal
Services Authority. On
behalf of Bhatt, senior
advocate Devadatt Kamat
said a number of witnesses
had not yet been examined
and directions, as issued
by High Court, would pre-
vent the trial court from
deciding the matter in a
judicious matter.

Senior advocate Manin-
der Singh, representing
the Gujarat Government,
submitted that parties in
criminal trial should be
keen on swift disposal of
the matter.

Bhatt, who was sacked
from the service in 2015,
was a Superintendent of

Police in Banaskantha dis-
trict in 1996. The district
police under him had
arrested Sumersingh
Rajpurohit, a Rajasthan-
based lawyer, in 1996
claiming they had seized
drugs from a hotel room in
Palanpur town where he
was staying.

However, the Rajasthan
Police later said Rajpuro-
hit was falsely implicated
by the Banaskantha police
to compel him to transfer a
disputed property at Pali
in Rajasthan. Former
inspector IB Vyas had
approached the Gujarat
HC in 1999 demanding a
thorough probe in the case.

SC junks ex-IPS officer Bhatt’s
petition in drug seizure case

New Delhi, February 20
The Supreme Court on Mon-
day refused to interfere with
the framing of money laun-
dering charges against for-
mer AAP leader Tahir Hus-
sain in connection with the
2020 northeast Delhi riots.

“The case is at the stage of
framing of charges under the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA). There-
fore, we do not see reasons to
interfere at this stage. It is
made clear that the (trial)
court will follow the law laid
down by this court,” a Bench
led by Justice V Ramasubra-
manian said.

On behalf of Hussain, sen-
ior advocate Menaka
Guruswamy questioned the
high court’s order on the
ground that it only “extracted
the complaint” and “relied on
it simplicitor” without any
independent analysis. — TNS

Delhi riots: SC
won’t interfere
with framing of
PMLA charges 

FILE CHARGES IN DHARAM SANSAD CASE, COPS TOLD
Taking note of the submission of the Delhi Police that the
probe into the 2021 Dharam Sansad hate speech case
was at an advanced stage, the SC asked them to place on
record the chargesheet to be filed in the matter

Karam Prakash
Tribune News Service 

New Delhi, February 20
For the first time, the Ministry
of Education and National
Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT) on Monday released
learning-teaching material for
the ‘foundational stage’ (3-8
years) of children to enable
play and experience-based
learning for the young minds.

The learning material focus-
es on engaging children in
multi-sensorial activities to
facilitate learning. As per the
recommended material, there
will no textbook for students
until age six. Playbooks will be
introduced for kids between
six and eight years.

The learning material,
developed under the National
Curriculum Framework
(NCF), 2022, is available in 13
Indian languages. The materi-
al also contains a ‘Handbook
for Teachers’ with instruc-
tions for teachers.

The learning-teaching mate-

rial, which was launched in a
“magic” box (called ‘jadui
pitara’) contains toys, games,
puzzles, puppets, poem
posters, flashcards, posters, sto-
ry cards, playbooks, activity
books, worksheets and hand-
books for teachers and trainers.

The material is aimed at
achieving a broad range of
the curricular goals of the
National Curriculum Frame-
work for Foundational Stage
(NCF-FS) 2022, across six
developmental domains.

Playway study material
for young minds released

New Delhi, February 20
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday discussed
with the visiting delegation
new opportunities for con-
solidating the India-US ties
in critical technologies,
clean energy transition,
joint development and pro-
duction, and trusted and
resilient supplies chains.

A US Congressional dele-
gation of nine Senators led
by Senate majority leader
Charles Schumer called on
Modi today.

The delegation included
Senators Ron Wyden, Jack
Reed, Maria Cantwell,
Amy Klobuchar, Mark
Warner, Gary Peters,
Catherine Cortez Masto
and Peter Welch.

The PM welcomed the
Congressional delegation to
India and appreciated the
consistent and bipartisan
support of the US Congress
for deepening India-US
bilateral ties. — TNS

PM discusses
critical tech with
US delegation 
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New Delhi, February 20
Women and Child Develop-
ment Minister Smriti Irani
on Monday questioned eco-
nomic deprivation as the
principal trigger behind child
marriages in India, saying
she had seen poverty in her
own family but her parents
didn’t marry her off early for
want of money.

“I have seen poverty. We are
three sisters. I’ve seen Rs 150
in my parents’ pockets. But
my parents didn’t marry me
off. This I can say firmly

because I have seen poverty.
Is it economy which has
made us visible victims of

child marriage or is it social
psychology? This question
needs to be introspected,”

Irani said at a national con-
sultation on prevention of
child marriages, where Nobel
laureate Kailash Satyarthi
announced his target to
reduce child marriages by 13
per cent until 2025.

Irani also pointed out the
irony of Satyarthi speaking
only of reduction in the
malaise and not its com-
plete elimination.

The event was held in the
Capital close on the heels of
ruling BJP Government in
Assam cracking down on
child marriages and inviting a
rap from the state High Court.

Committed to ending child marriages: Irani

NO BOOKS TILL AGE 6
■ There will no textbook for stu-

dents until six years of age 
■ Playbooks will be introduced

for kids between 6 and 8 years

Union Minister Smriti Irani with Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi
in New Delhi on Monday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MANAS RANJAN BHUI

Subrahmanyam is
NITI Aayog CEO 
NEW DELHI: Former IAS officer
BVR Subrahmanyam was on
Monday appointed Chief Exec-
utive Officer (CEO) of NITI
Aayog. He replaces Para-
meswaran Iyer, who has been
appointed as Executive Direc-
tor, World Bank headquarters,
Washington DC, USA, for a
tenure of three years. In anoth-
er order, Rajesh Rai has been
appointed Chairman and Man-
aging Director of ITI Limited
for a period of five years. PTI

Gadkari lays stone
of ‘Divyang Park’
NEW DELHI: Union Minister for
Road Transport Nitin Gadkari
on Monday laid the stone of
world’s largest park for the
‘divyang’ in Nagpur. Spread
across 90,000 sq ft area, it will
have a touch and smell garden,
hydrotherapy unit and a room
for the mentally challenged. TNS

IN BRIEF

Only BJP has mass
following: Nadda 
NEW DELHI: BJP president JP
Nadda has asked party cadres
in Karnataka to take the mes-
sage of “all-round develop-
ment” to the people in the
poll-bound state. “The BJP is
the only party which has
mass following,” he said. TNS

Bell in Gen Rawat’s
honour in Nepal
NEW DELHI: A bell has been
placed in honour of former
Chief of Defence Staff, General
Bipin Rawat, at the Shree Muk-
tinath temple in Nepal. The
bell, named “Bipin Bell”, was
installed as a tribute to late Gen-
eral Rawat who had expressed
his keen interest in visiting the
temple many times. TNS


