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China unhappy with India’s 
push for Global South

India sets agends for reforming ‘poor’ nations

Human-centric development focus of meet
The challenges

The challenges faced by the Global South are 
numerous and diverse, and the most pressing ones 
include: 

Poverty: A large portion of the population in the 
Global South lives in poverty, with limited access to 
basic needs such as food, clean water, and healthcare. 

Economic Inequality: Despite economic growth in 
some countries, wealth is often concentrated in the 
hands of a small elite, while the majority of people 
struggle to make ends meet. 

Climate Change: Many countries in the Global 
South are highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate 
change, such as extreme weather events, sea level 
rise, and changes to agriculture. 
Political Instability: Political instability, including 

conflict and corruption, is a major challenge in many 
countries in the Global South. 

Health Crises: The Global South is particularly 
affected by health crises such as the spread of 
infectious diseases, including HIV/AIDS, malaria and 
tuberculosis. 

Education: Lack of access to quality education 
is a significant barrier for many people in Global 
South, limiting their opportunities for personal and 
economic development. 

Environmental Degradation: Many countries in 
the Global South are facing severe environmental 
degradation, including deforestation, soil erosion, and 
loss of biodiversity. 
These challenges require sustained and coordinated 

efforts by governments, civil society, and the 
international community to address them effectively. 

-: R Muthu Kumar :-

 In the middle of 
January, India hosted 
the online ‘Voice of 
Global South Summit: 
For Human-Centric 
Development’ which 
brought together more 
than 120 ministers 
and leaders. Along 
with an in-person 
summit meeting, 
the conference 
consisted of 10 
sessions, addressing 
key topics such as 
global economy and 
climate change, rising 
inflation, energy and 
food issues as well 
as debt problems that 
are plaguing many 
developing countries. 
The summit 

underscored India’s 
aspirations as chair 
of the G20 to set 
the agenda as a 
representative of the 
Global South.The 
Global South is a 
term generally used 
to identify countries 
in the regions of 
Latin America, Africa, 
Asia and Oceania. 
Some of them are 
the poorest and 
least industrialised 
countries, which 
are mainly in the 
southern part of the 
world. 
The term Global 

South is more than 
a metaphor for 
underdevelopment. 
And now the phrase 
“Global South” marks 
a shift from a focus 
on development or 
cultural difference 
towards an emphasis 
on geopolitical power 
relations. 
Recently, warning 

that poverty and 
hunger are rising 
around the world, 
UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres 
asked the G20 nations 
led by India to come 
up with a package 
offering investments 
and debt relief to 
nations of the Global 
South to help achieve 
the UN’s development 
goals. 
Unveiling his 

proposal for a ‘New 
Agenda for Peace’ 
during a briefing on 
his priorities for this 
year, Guterres told 
the General Assembly 

that by the time of 
the summit on the 
UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDGs) in September, 
“I urge the G20 to 
agree on the global 
SDG Stimulus that 
I proposed at last 
November’s G20 
Summit to support 
the countries of the 
Global South.” 
His new agenda 

proposals covered 
a gamut of issues 
that included 
preventing a nuclear 
holocaust, reforms 
of the economic 
infrastructure, new 
technologies, social 
media and bigotry. 
Many countries in 
the Global South 
are facing severe 
environmental 
degradation, including 
deforestation, soil 
erosion, and loss of 
biodiversity. 
Thus ‘Voice of 

Global South Summit: 
For Human-Centric 
Development’ called 
by Prime Minister 
Modi, in fact, set 
the tone for a more 
balanced global 
situation. 
In addition to Prime 

Minister Narendra 
Modi, Presidents of 
Guyana, Vietnam, 
Mozambique, Senegal, 

and Uzbekistan 
as well as the 
Prime Ministers 
of Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, Thailand, 
Mongolia, and Papua 
New Guinea took 
part in the in-person 
summit held on the 
first day. 
One could quibble 

over the number of 
leaders present, but 
India was nonetheless 
pretty clearly taking 
advantage of the 
opportunity of its 

tenure as G20 chair 
to engage in active 

diplomacy to realise 
its agenda. 

Rich countries 
should stop setting up 

roadblocks to poorer 

ones trying to secure 

energy supplies and 

do more to help 

them make the green 

transition seems to be 

the aspiration of all 

the smaller economies 

around the globe, 

and that is seen as 

the priority of the 

super rich countries, 

but can small nations 

spend such a huge 

amount for saving the 

future generation! 

As chair of G20, 

to set the agenda as 

a representative of 

the Global South is 

akin to with more 

power comes greater 

responsibility! And 

we can feel that 

India is adhering to 

that dictum. 


