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Inordinate delay in Lokayukta reports, says L-G
Saxena says it is incumbent upon higher public functionaries to display alertness in matters of public importance

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

STOKING yet another contro-
versy, Lieutenant Governor (L-
G) V K Saxena on Friday ac-
cussed that the city government 
of  an “inordinate delay” of  three 
years in submission of  Lokay-
ukta reports that highlight the 
issues faced by the anti-corrup-
tion ombudsman in terms of  in-
dependence, lack of  powers, and 
financial autonomy.

Saxena has flagged this issue 
in a letter written to the Chief  
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

“I would like to advise that the 
minister concerned may please 
be guided appropriately to dis-
pose such important matters of  
public interest within reasona-
ble period, so that the statutory 
purpose of  laying it before the 
legislative assembly is not de-

feated and Delhi is not deprived 
of  its wisdom,” he said.

The L-G also asked Kejriwal to 
recall that even on earlier occa-
sion, such delays were brought 
to the chief  minister’s notice 
and subsequently, the matter 
was placed in the assembly”.

Saxena also pointed out that 
being the custodian of  public 
trust, it is the incumbent upon 
higher public functionaries to 
display appropriate alertness in 
matters of  public importance.  

According to the sources at 
L-G secretariat, Saxena received 
the 16th and the 17th annual con-
solidated reports of  the Lokay-
ukta of  Delhi, pertaining to 2017-
18 and 2018-19, after a delay of  
three years from the city govern-
ment. However, the reports have 
been approved by him to table 
before the Delhi assembly. 

The reports highlighting vari-
ous constraints being faced by 
the Lokayukta in terms of  its ‘in-
dependence’, ‘lack of  powers’, 

‘compromised financial autono-
my’ and ‘limited jurisdiction’, 
among others, were first submit-
ted to the L-G on October 1, 2019. 
On October 23, 2019, the then L-G 
had sent reports to the chief  sec-
retary for an explanation of  the 
government on the points raised 
by the Lokayukta, said sources. 

“Instead of  laying down these 
reports before the legislative as-
sembly, so that they are debated 
for further strengthening the 
system of  Lokayukta, the delay 
has deprived the assembly from 
taking cognisance of  these im-
portant reports which deal  
with matters of  corruption, 
abuse or misuse of  position in 
cases of  public functionaries,” a 
source said.

Reacting to the issue, the Delhi 
government in a statement said, 
“The L-G should stop behaving 
like a school headmaster.”

I would like to advise that the 
minister concerned may be 
guided appropriately to 
dispose such important 
matters, so that the statutory 
purpose of laying it before the 
legislative assembly is not 
defeated and Delhi is not 
deprived of its wisdom

VK Saxena, Delhi’s L-G

AAP flags illegality 
in construction of 
MCD’s old age home 
NEW DELHI: The ruling-AAP on 
Friday alleged illegality and 
irregularities in the construction 
of an old age home by the 
Municipal Corporation of Delhi 
and took a swipe at the BJP. 
AAP MCD in-charge and MLA 
Durgesh Pathak said the civic 
body’s audit report reveals that 
the responsibility of building old 
age homes lies with the state 
government, but it got the 
building constructed illegally.  
“The old age home was built 
but never used, now the barely 
6-7 years old building is about 
to collapse,” he alleged.

157 TREES TO BE 
SHIFTED FOR 2 
BLOCKS AT IIT

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ New Delhi

THE Delhi government has cleared a proposal for the 
construction of  a mini academic block and an engi-
neer block at the Indian Institute of  Technology (IIT), 
Delhi, for which 157 trees will be transplanted, Chief  
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said on Friday.    Kejri-
wal said 1,570 new trees will be planted on the IIT 
campus where new labs and research spaces will 
come up under the newly announced project.

“We have approved a proposal for the construction 
of  a new mini academic block and a new engineer 
block at IIT Delhi. 157 trees will be removed and trans-
planted for the project, but 1,570 new trees will be 
planted inside the campus,” said Kejriwal.

He said this decision will go 
a long way in serving future 
engineers and researchers.

“Our government will leave 
no stone unturned in ensur-
ing quality education for our 
students,” he added. 

According to a statement is-
sued by the government, IIT 
had sent a proposal to remove 
and transplant 157 trees to 
clear its construction site.

Kejriwal has approved the project against the con-
dition of  IIT taking up the plantation of  1,570 trees 
inside its campus, the statement said.

 “Approving the proposal, the government has not-
ed that out of  the 157 trees, IIT will transplant 82 trees, 
while it will take up felling of  75 trees only. The trans-
plantation will take place within the identified project 
site,” the statement said.  It added that any tree found 
to have a nest of  birds will not be allowed to be felled 
or transplanted till the birds abandon the tree. 

The government also made it mandatory for IIT to 
plant 10 times the trees, in lieu of  the removal and 
transplantation. 

Under the proposal, various species of  trees such 
as Neem, Amaltas, Pipal, Pilkhan, Gular, Mango and 
Sheesham, among others will be planted. 

A mini academic block and an engineer block will  be constructed at  
I IT, Delhi for which 157 trees will  be transplanted

Drive to turn off vehicles at signals soon
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

THE Delhi government will 
launch the ‘Red Light on, Gaadi 
off ’ campaign once again to curb 
vehicular pollution from Octo-
ber 28, Environment Minister 
Gopal Rai said on Friday.

Under the campaign, first 
launched on October 16, 2020, to 
cut down vehicular pollution in 
the city, drivers are encouraged 
to switch off  their vehicles while 
waiting for the traffic light to 
turn green. 

Rai said experts are of  the 
view that pollution levels may 
increase in Delhi after Diwali if  
the wind direction changes.  

“The government is on alert. 
We are strictly implementing all 
the directions of  the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Manage-
ment. Chief  Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Friday reviewed the 
implementation of  the 15-point 
action plan to curb air pollution 
in winter,” he said.     

Along with dust and biomass 
burning, vehicular emissions is 
one of  the major contributors to 
the national capital’s pollution 
generated locally, the environ-
ment minister said. 

“Therefore, the government 
has decided to launch ‘Red Light 
on Gaadi off ’ campaign to curb 
vehicular pollution from Octo-
ber 28 for one month,” Rai said. 

He said that 2,500 civil defence 
volunteers will be deployed to 
monitor its implementation at 
100 key traffic intersections. 

Ten volunteers will be de-
ployed at each traffic signal in 
two shifts. The major focus will 
be on 10 big traffic intersections 
in the city where 20 volunteers 
each will be stationed.  

Data from the Petroleum Con-
servation Research Association 
(PCRA) shows that if  people 
switch off  engines at traffic sig-
nals, pollution can be cut down 
by 13-20 per cent.

According to government esti-
mates, the transport sector ac-
counts for 28 per cent of  the 
PM2.5 emissions in Delhi. 

Vehicular contribution also 
makes up 80 per cent of  nitrogen 
oxides and carbon monoxide in 
the city’s air.

Teachers to get better environment,  
facilities at new SCERT block: Dy CM

HC seeks reply 
on MCD’s take 
on ‘unlisted’ dogs
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

THE Delhi High Court has 
sought the stand of  the Centre 
and the Municipal Corporation 
of  Delhi on a petition challeng-
ing the civic body’s power to ‘de-
tain” and ‘destroy’ unregistered 
and unclaimed dogs found wan-
dering in public places.

  A bench of  Chief  Justice 
Satish Chandra Sharma and 
Justice Subramonium Prasad is-
sued a notice on the public inter-
est litigation petition filed by 
Kamini Khanna, who has 
claimed that she has moved the 
plea on behalf  of  all dogs of  Del-
hi and that the recent incidents 
of  dog bites in Noida and Ghaz-
iabad were staged.

The petition has also chal-
lenged MCD’s advisory asking 
citizens to register their pets in 
light of  an increasing number 
of  dog-bite cases and sought a 
direction to restrain the authori-
ties from removing, killing or 
harming any street dog.

It has argued that care-givers 
may be discouraged from  
p r ov i d i n g  m e a l s  t o  t h e  
community dogs as they would 
want to wriggle out of  the  
responsibility to get the dogs 
re gistered,  which would  
deprive the animals of  one de-
cent meal and give arbitrary 
power to the MCD to kill, remove 
or detain dogs, which could also 
result in extortion and can have 
serious implication on law  
and order. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ New Delhi

DEPUTY Chief  Minister Manish 
Sisodia on Friday inaugurated a 
new training block with state-of-
the-art facilities to train in-service 
teachers at the State Council of  
Educational  Research and 
Training. 

The block has five training halls, 
an auditorium, conference room, 
faculty office, inset room and a 
canteen. Sisodia said the new fa-
cilities will take the teachers’ 
training standards to “new 
heights” in the national capital.

 “Our teachers can be trained in 
a good environment with better fa-
cilities. This new block will also 
act as a centre for research and in-
novation in the field of  education 
in Delhi,” Sisodia said.

He added that while the govern-
ment has provided the facilities, it 
is SCERT’s ‘responsibility’ to en-
sure proper training for teachers 
in the new block.

“The government has done the 
work of  providing facilities for 
this training but beyond this, it is 
SCERT’s responsibility to ensure 

excellent training for the teachers. 
SCERT has played an important 
role in the formulation of  Mindset 
Curricula and Delhi education rev-
olution,” said Sisodia.

 He added that in the academic 
session 2021-22, SCERT has trained 
more than 82,000 teachers for ‘Mis-
sion Buniyaad’ and so far 39,405 
teachers have been trained under 

three Mindset curriculum in the 
current session.

“The teacher-training manage-
ment system developed by SCERT 
will prove to be very helpful for 
teachers and their professional de-
velopment. This will include a da-
tabase of  62,000 teacher profiles, 
training assignments, growth  
and training resources,” he said. 

‘Trees with nest 
not to be felled’
The government’s 
statement added that 
any tree found to have 
a nest of birds will not 
be allowed 
 to be felled or 
transplanted till the 
birds abandon the tree 

Order making PUCC mandatory on hold
NEW DELHI: Environment Minister Gopal Rai on Friday said the 
government has put on hold the order asking vehicle owners to 
mandatorily carry a valid pollution-under-check certificate (PUCC) to 
buy fuel from October 25. “The diesel and petrol dealers’ association 
has given some suggestions regarding law and order... These will be 
discussed with the chief minister and a decision will be taken 
thereafter,” he said. For now, it is not being implemented from 
October 25, the minister said. The government had earlier asked 
vehicle owners to compulsorily carry a valid PUCC for buying fuel at 
petrol pumps from October 25.  According to government estimates, 
the transport sector accounts for 28 per cent of the PM2.5 emissions 
in the national capital.

‘Centre's refusal to give 
cash incentive to farmers 
affected stubble burning’
NEW DELHI: ENVIRONMENT 
Minister Gopal Rai on Friday 
said the Centre’s blunt refusal to 
provide cash incentive to farm-
ers in Punjab for not burning 
crop residue has impacted the 
campaign against stubble burn-
ing in the agrarian state.

  In July, Delhi and Punjab gov-
ernments had jointly sent a pro-
posal to the Centre and the Com-
mission for  Air  Quali ty 
Management (CAQM) to help 
them give ̀ 2,500 per acre as cash 
incentive to farmers in Punjab 
for not burning stubble.

Punjab Chief  Minister Bhag-
want Mann said in September 
the Centre had turned down the 
proposal. Farmers say a cash in-
centive can help them cover the 
cost of  fuel used in operating the 
machinery for the in-situ man-
agement mixing crop residue in 
soil of  paddy straw.

The minister said stubble 
burning in any area will have an 
impact on Delhi’s air if  the wind 
direction changes.

“We have been talking to the 

Punjab government, but the 
problem is that farmers demand-
ed financial support for not 
burning stubble. The govern-
ment then prepared a proposal 
that said Delhi and Punjab would 
give `500 each and the Centre 
should contribute `1,500.

“The way the Centre has blunt-
ly denied the request... it has im-
pacted the entire campaign 
against stubble burning in the 
state. But the state government 
is conducting awareness cam-
paigns and we hope that there 
will be fewer fire events this year 
as compared to last year. There 
would have been a big impact on 
stubble burning had the Centre 
provide support,” he said.

According to Punjab govern-
ment officials, the Centre reject-
ed the proposal saying it has 
been providing subsidised ma-
chinery to them such as happy 
seeder, rotavator and mulcher 
for the in-situ management of  
paddy straw and it didn’t have 
money to dole out cash incen-
tives.                                             PTI

FINANCIAL AID

Why price tag 
on survivors  
of rape, asks 
High Court
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

THE Delhi High Court has held 
that the maximum compensa-
tion of  `7 lakh laid down under 
the law for rape victims is to be 
considered as minimum base 
while adjudicating the issue 
about survivors of  child sexual 
abuse, and asking how there can 
there be price tag on survivors.

The high court, which said 
that no amount of  compensation 
can undo the trauma of  the vic-
tim, observed that fiscal  
compensation can be of  assist-
ance in rehabilitation of   
the survivor.

Justice Jasmeet Singh direct-
ed that the authorities have to 
disburse 25 per cent of  the maxi-
mum amount as the interim 
compensation within 60 days of  
filing of  the charge sheet against 
the accused and the special 
court, holding the trial in the 
case, shall adjudicate the com-
pensatory proceedings, form a 
preliminary opinion and grant 
an interim compensation with 
the primary objective to 
rehabilitate.

“It shall award 25 per cent of  
the maximum compensation as 
interim compensation. It can 
even exceed 25 per cent of  the 
maximum compensation as in-
terim compensation after giving 
reasons,” said the high court. 

100 key traffic points 
 to be targetted
The minister said that 2,500 civil 
defence volunteers will be 
deployed to monitor the  
implementation of the campaign 
at 100 key traffic intersections 

Delhi Deputy CM Manish Sisodia at the launch of the new training block on Friday
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The Karnataka State Industrial and Infrastructure Development 
Corporation donated `2.5 crore to the CM Basavaraj Bommai’s relief 
fund on Thursday. Minister of Housing V Somanna and corporation 
chief Dr Sailendra K Zilale handed over the cheque  

S A H A Y A  N O V I N S T O N  L O B O 

@ Chennai

THREE persons, belonging to 
the SC community, who were 
cleaning a septic tank at a pri-
vate resort in Sriperumbudur 
in Kancheepuram district, 
died of  asphyxiation on Fri-
day morning. 

The manager of  the resort, 
Murali and the contractor Ra-
jini, who undertook the clean-
ing work, have been arrested on 
Friday, while the owner of  the 
resort, Sathyamoorthy is on the 
run, police said. The deceased 

Ranganathan, 51, Naveen Ku-
mar, 30, and Thirumalai, 18, 
were from Katchipedu village 
in Kancheepuram district. Ra-
jini employed them for the work 
on Friday morning.

“Around 11am, the trio en-
tered the 5,000-litre capacity 
septic tank and did not come 
out. They reportedly inhaled 
the poisonous gas and lost con-
sciousness inside. Another 
person Kumar, raised an 
alarm, after the trio failed to 
come out,” said M Sudhakar, 
SP, Kancheepuram district. 

Sriperumbudur Fire and 

Rescue personnel reached the 
spot, and recovered the bodies, 
which were sent to the Sripe-
rumbudur Government Hospi-
tal for postmortem. The rela-
tives and villagers from 
Katchipedu protested against 
the resort management. 

Sriperumbudur MLA K Sel-
vaperunthagai visited the be-
reaved families and consoled 
them. The Sriperumbudur po-
lice have registered a case un-
der various sections of  the IPC 
for, and Prohibition of  Em-
ployment as Manual Scaven-
ger and their Rehabilitation 

Act, 2013, and Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribe (Preven-
tion of  Atrocities) Act, 1989.

Speaking to The New Indi-
an Express, M Aarathi, Col-
lector of  Kancheepuram dis-
trict said, “We will receive ̀ 10 
lakh compensation for each 
person from the resort owner 
and an additional `12 lakh 
compensation will be provid-
ed by the government in two 
instalments. ” 

The hotel management is 
at fault in engaging manual 
labourers to remove block-
age, she said. 

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P 1

“THE government had sanc-
tioned Rs 2 crore for renova-
tion. The bhoomi puja was 
scheduled on Saturday,” the 
principal said.

The management has de-
clared a two-day holiday. How-
ever, the students will resume 
their classes in the new build-
ing which has 25 rooms.  A 

chemistry lecturer told TNIE 
that she, along with three other 
staff  members, were in the lab 
in the morning but after notic-
ing plaster falling from the ceil-
ing, they left the room. The col-
lege, built by the Wadiyars, has 
3,850 students, 350 faculty mem-
bers, 50 staff, 30 UG and PG de-
partments. College authorities 
claim that laboratory equip-
ment worth `40 lakh was 

crushed under the debris.
Historian and Heritage Com-

mittee member Echanuru Ku-
mar told TNIE that the commit-
tee conducted an inspection of  
the Maharani’s College in 2017 
and recommended urgent repair 
and renovation work. Maharani 
College staff  said there is seep-
age in botany, microbiology, 
computer science and zoology 
and most of  the laboratories.

Tracing the history of  the 
college, Kumar said the col-
le ge was constructed by 
Wadiyars. Among the illus-
trious personalities who have 
visited the college are Rab-
indranath Tagore who ad-
dressed the students in 1919, 
and Sarojini Naidu. 

Mahatma Gandhi’s daughter-
in-law Saraswathi Gandhi is an 
alumnus of  the college.

3 die cleaning septic tank in resort, 2 held

Lab equipment worth `40L damaged, says college

M  S  T H A N A R A J  @ Madurai

A 32-year-old fisherman from 
Mayiladuthurai was injured 
after Indian Navy fired “warn-
ing shots” on his boat in mid-
sea near Kodiyakarai on Fri-
day. TN Chief  Minister MK 
Stalin, who announced a sola-
tium of  `2 lakh, urged PM 
Narendra Modi to direct secu-
rity agencies to exercise ex-
treme caution and restraint 
while dealing with Indian fish-
ermen in Indian waters. The 
Navy has ordered a probe into 
the incident.

Veeravel, who was airlifted 
by a naval chopper, was first 
rushed to Ramanathapuram 
GH for treatment. He was later 
taken to Madurai GH for spe-
cialized care. According to 
sources, he is stable.

The Navy said its ship inter-
cepted a suspicious boat on the 
Palk Bay. As the vessel did not 
stop despite repeated calls, 
warning shots were fired as 
per SOP to halt it, a Defence 
PRO tweet said. According to 
sources, Veeravel of  Vanagiri 
village in Mayiladuthurai dis-
trict and nine others from May-
iladuthurai and Karaikal set 
out for sea on October 15.

On Friday, when they were 
fishing near Kodiyakarai, In-
dian Navy fired on their boat 
multiple times and Veeravel 
sustained injuries to his leg 
and stomach. A rescue chopper 
from INS Parundu rushed to 
the spot and airlifted him to 
Rameswaram. After first-aid 
he was rushed to Ramanath-
apuram GH and later to Ma-
durai Government Rajaji Hos-
pital.  Ramanathapuram 
District Collector Johny Tom 
Varg hese and SP P Thanga-
durai visited the fisherman. 
Fish eries Minister Anitha R 
Radhakrish nan said, “Four 
pellets were removed from 
Veeravel’s body. He is stable.”

Navy’s warning shot 
injures fisherman

9 held for 
trespassing, 
demolishing 
school wall
E N S  @ Bengaluru

NINE persons, including a 
woman, were arrested by 
High Grounds police for al-
leged trespassing and de-
molishing the compound 
of  Kamala Bai School on 
Queen’s Road, while the 
case over ownership of  the 
pr operty is still pending 
before a court. The advo-
cate representing the ac-
cused has written to the 
Chief  Justice of  Karnataka 
and police commissioner, 
accusing them of  interven-
ing in a civil dispute.

Police said there is a dis-
pute over a three-acre plot 
on the premises of  the 
school, and the court had 
recently passed a tempo-
rary injunction. However, a 
gang demolished compound 
wall of  the school on Thurs-
day night. They allegedly 
assaulted some members of  
Kamala Bai Education 
Trust who tried to stop 
them. An FIR was regis-
tered earlier too. 

However, Samad Khan, 
the advocate, submitted a 
petit ion to  the  Chief   
Justice and police commis-
sioner,  seeking action 
against the police.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  

@Bengaluru 

THE Karnataka government 
on Friday announced the 
transfer of  21 officials, includ-
ing those in the rank of  addi-
tional chief  secretary.

ACS, Revenue Department, 
Kapil Mohan is transferred to 
the Tourism department; T K 
Anil Kumar, Principal Secretary, 
Health and Family Welfare, is 
transferred to the Revenue de-
partment (disaster manage-
ment, Bhoomi and UPOR); Pras-
ad N V, secretary, Transport 
department, is transferred to 
Labour department; Jayaram N 

has been transferred from 
BWSSB to Revenue department, 
in place of  Kapil Mohan; Janaki 
KM, Director, Kannada and Cul-
ture department, has been trans-
ferred as Additional Mission 
Director, Sakala. Gopal Krishna 
HN, Commissioner Youth Em-
powerment and Sports Depart-
ment has been transferred as 
DC Mandya district. Nalini Atul, 
Controller of  Exams, KPSC has 
been transferred as Chairman, 
Karnataka School Examination 
and Evaluation Board, Bengalu-
ru. Raghunandan Murthy, Ad-
ditional Com m issioner for Com-
mercial taxes (enforcement), will 
be DC, Haveri district.

21 K’taka officers shuffled:  
Kapil Mohan to head Tourism 

STOP! CAVE-IN AHEAD  
Vehicles circumvent a massive cave-in on the busy Rama Talkies to Asilmetta 

Road in Visakhapatnam on Friday |  G SATYANARAYANA

E L S E W H E R E  I N  S O U T H

School denotified over 
sexual assault in Hyd

HYDERABAD: Telangana 
Education Minister Sabitha Indra 
Reddy on Friday directed the 
District Education Officer to 
immediately cancel the 
recognition of BSD DAV Public 
School situated in Banjara Hills, 
where a four-and-a-half-year-old 
girl was sexually assau lted by the 
driver of the school principal. ENS

DMK suspends its senior 
functionary

CHENNAI: The DMK has susp en ded 
one of its spokes per sons and a 

veteran functionary KS 
Radhakrishnan from primary 

membership and other 
responsibilities. DMK general 

secretary Durai Murugan annou nced 
in a statement. He said the action 
was taken against Radhakrishnan 
for violating party discipline. ENS

SC cancels appointment 
of varisty VC in Kerala

T’PURAM:  In a major verdict, the 
Supreme Court on Friday set aside 
the appoint ment of Rajashree MS 

as the Vice-Chancellor of the APJ 
Abdul Kalam Technological 

University of Kerala. In its 
judgement, the apex court 

observed the VC appointment 
was in violations of the norms 

stipulated by the UGC ENS

PROBE ORDERED

Chennai: Three days after the 
Justice Aruna Jagadeesan 
committee report on the 
Thoothukudi police firing 

was tabled in the assembly, 
TN home departm ent  
on Friday suspended  

ACP Thirumalai, constable 
and ace shooter Sudalai 
Kannu, and constables 

Satish and Shankar. ENS

4 cops suspended for 
Thoothukudi firing

THE SECRET OF GETTING 
AHEAD IS GETTING 
STARTED  MARK TWAIN

IF YOU’RE GOING THROUGH HELL, KEEP  
GOING  WINSTON CHURCHILL




