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UKRAINIAN forces on Sun-
day pushed its
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TURNING POINT?

Ukraine’s lightning advancesin
east turn the tide against Russia

Caught off-guard, Moscow withdraws troops, hands major victory to Kyiv on war 200* day

EXPRESSMAPS  Understanding the pushback

sive in the country’s east, ex-
ploiting quick gains they
made in a week of fighting
that has sharply changed the
course of the conflict.
Ukraine's quick action to
reclaim Russia-occupied are-
as in the northeastern
Kharkiv region forced Mos-
cow to withdraw its troops to
prevent them from being sur-
rounded and leave behind sig-
nificant numbers of weapons
and munitions in a hasty re-
treat as the war marked 200

lant Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy mocked the Russians in
avideo address late Saturday,
saying that “the Russian
army in these days is demon-
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Ukraine’s military chief, Gen-
eral Valerii Zaluzhnyy, said
Sunday that Ukraine had
erated about 3,000 square kil-

lib-  surprise for Moscow, which
had relocated many of its

Last reactor shuts at Zaporizhzhia plant
Europe’s largest nuclear plant has been reconnected to Ukraine’

t China's premier college for
journalists have been sent to a quarantine cer

ometers since the beginning
of September. He noted that
the Ukrainian troops are now
just 50 km away from the bor-
der with Russia.

The Russians’ pullback
‘marked the biggest battlefield
success for Ukrainian forces
ce they thwarted a Rus-
sian attempt to seize the capi-
tal, Kyiv. Ukraine's attack in
the Kharkiv region came asa

troops from the area to the
south i of th

operational

main Ukrainian counterof.
fensive there. In an awkward
attempt to save face, the Rus-
sian Defense Ministry said
the troops’ withdrawal from
Izyum and other areas in the
Kharkiv region was intended
to strengthen Russian forces
in the Donetsk region.

‘The group of Russian forc-

who opposes US troops

Okinawa's Incumbent governor

who opposes an ongoing US

Marine base relocation forced by

Japan's central government and
f

ctor in an att
zapenzmma plant lost its outside source of power a week ago after
allits power lines were disconnected as a result of shelling. It was
‘operating in island mode' for several days, generating electricity for
fromit: react
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Queen’s coffin arrives in
Edinburgh on final journey

LONDON

THOUSANDS of mourners
thronged the route for the final
Journey of Queen Elizabeth I
onSunday as v
in Edinburgh from the Scottish
retreat where she di

Huge crowds packed the
streets of Scotland’s capital as
the hearse bearing Britain's
longest:serving monarch com-
pleted the first leg of a sombre
odyssey that will culminate
with her state funeral in Lon-
don on September 19.

Soldiers in Kilts stood to at-
tention as the seven-car cortege
arrived at Holyroodhouse pal-
ace after a six-hour drive from
the queen’s Balmoral

The queen’s coffin will rest in
Holyroodhouse Palace, the
monarch’s official residence in
Scotland, for a day before being
moved toSt Giles' cathedral for
the public to pay their
respects.

Her son, Charles Il will trav-
el to Edinburgh on Monday for
a prayer service and to mount
avigil by her coffin along with
other members of the royal
family

The body of the queen will be
flown to London the day after to
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SL President
under fire over
govt expansion
coLomso

SRI Lankan President Ranil

Wickremesinghe has come un.
der fire from the Opposition

for M effort ure
the Donetsk region and their
pullback will now weaken the

holds of Sloviansk and Kram-
atorsk just south. AP
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SINGAPORE
Foundation aims to

fuel tofishermen have more pre-schools
Sakti Wahyu Trenggono, PAP. (ommumtv Folmﬂa(lon
Indonesia’s Maritime Affairs (PCF), a chai

and Fisheries Minister asked foundation i In Slnﬁwm
lhe concerned authorities on announced on Sunday that

places by the end of 2024.
PCF provide hool

ver his gover
with 37 state ministers and
with moves underway to ap-
point at least 12 more Cabinet
ministers soon at a time when
the island nation is facing
bankruptcy.

President Wickremesinghe
appointed 37 junior ministers.
The 37 new posts are in addi-
tion to the 20-member Cabinet.

he Opposition has vehe-
mently condemned the presi-

dent's move, arguing that the
1l afford th

counm is going lhmugh its

wor
"“The prosident and the gov-
ernment have no regard for the
suffering of the people whoare
facing high ostof living.” said
Sajit] der of the
main OPWSIlIOn Pal"l)' Samagi

Pallbearers carry the coffin of the late Queen Elizabeth II, draped with the Royal
Standard of Scotland, at the Palace of Holyroodhouse in Edinbuigh on Sunday | ase

lie in state for four days, which
is expected to draw at least a
million people, ahead of a fu-
neral set to be watched world-
wide and attended by numer-
ous heads of state.

Charles and other royals will
on Monday take part in a pro-
cession to convey her coffin
along Edinburgh’s Royal Mile
to St Giles’ Cathedral.

The following day the coffin
‘will be flown by Royal Air Force
jet to Northolt airfield near

n, and driven to Bucking-
ham Palace. Then, on Wednes-
day, it will be moved to West-

minster Hall tolie in state.
g Charles will also visit
Northern Ireland and Wales in
a show of national unity. The
new monarch will be joined at
memorial services by British
Prime Minister ss.
Charles has seen his popular-
ity recover since the death of
his former wife Diana, Princess
of Wales, in a 1997 car crash,
but he takes the throne atamo-
mentof deep anxiety in Britain
over the spiralling cost of liv-
ing and international instabil-
ity caused by the war in
Ukraine. Agencies

Swedes vote in tight poll
race as far right surges

STOCKHOLM

SWEDES voted in legislative
elections Sunday that will ei-
ther pave the w
precedented right-wing gov-
ernment supported by the far
right or a third straight man-
date for the ruling Social
Democrats.

Opinion polls have pre-
dicted a close race with
a razor-thin lead for
Prime Minister
Magdalena Anders-
son’s Social Demo-
crats and the left
bloc, followinga cam-
paign dominated by
rising gang shootings
and soaring electricity
price:

er bafors agreed to cooperate
with the nationalist and anti-
immigration Sweden Demo-
crats, long treated as “pari-
ahs” by other political parties.
The far right has leapt to sec-
ond place in opinion polls be-
hind the Social Democrats in
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US PREZ BIDEN HONOURS 9/11 VICTIMS,
VOWS COMMITMENT TO THWART TERROR

WASHINGTON

PRESIDENT Joe Biden marked the 21stan-
niversary of the September 11 attacks, lay-
ing a wreath at the Pentagon in a somber
commemoration held under a steady rain
and paying tributeto ‘extraordinary Amer-
icans’ who gave their lives on one of the
nation’s darkest days.

Sunday’s ceremony occurred a little
more than a year after Biden ended the
longand costly war in Afghanistan that the
US and allies launched in response to the
terror attacks.

Biden noted that even after the United
States left Afghanistan that his adminis-
tration continues to pursue those respon-
sible for the 9/11 attacks. Last month, Bi
den announced the US had killed Ayman
al Zawahri, the Al-Qaida leader who helped
plot the Sept. 11 attacks, in a landestine
operal

Vo wil never forget, we will never give
up,” Biden sai commitment to pre-
venting another attack on the United States
is without en
‘The president was joined by family mem-
bers of the fallen, first responders who had
n at the Pentagon on the day of the at
tack, as well as Defense Department lead-
ership for the annual moment of tribute

carried out in New York City, the Pentagon
and Somerset County, Pennsylvania.

“We owe you an incredible, incredible
debt,” Biden said.

First lady Jill Biden spoke to a crowd at
the Flight 93 National Memorial Observ-
ance in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

She said the attacks showed that “with
courage and Kindness we can be a light in
that darkness.”

“It showed us that we are all connected
tooneanother,” said Biden, who was joined

by her sister in Shanksville for Sunday’s
commemoration.

“So as we stand on this sacred and
scarred earth, a record of our collective
grief and a monument to the memories
that live on each day, this is the legacy we
much carry forward: Hope that defies
hate.”

Vice President Kamala Harris and her
husband attended a commemoration cer-
emony at the National September 11th Me-
morial in the city of New York.

Jana Balawegaya (SJB). PTI the final weeks of the cam-

China’s ruling party to

palgn,credited with around a
fifth of v

Their surgc overtaking
the traditional leaders of the
right-wing bloc, the conserva-
tive Moderates—was attrib-
uted to an election race fo-
cused on issues close to their

ot ros o,
including crime, segregation
and the integration of
immigrants.
PM Andersson
hopes to hang onto
power with the sup-
ort of the small
Left, Centre and
Green parties. “It's
going to be very, very
close”, she told reporters
as she cast her ballot in the
Stockholm suburb of Nacka

Andersson, whose party has
dominated Swedish politics
since the 1930s, enjoys broad
support among Swedes. She
has consistently led her chal-
lenger for the post of prime
minister, Modemtcs leader
Ulf Kri: m, by a wide

margin in opm!on polls. AFP
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