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PUNE IS ready tobid adieu to its
revereddeityGanpati onAnant
ChaturdashionFriday,withlakhs
ofdevoteessayingGanpatiBappa
Morya,PudhchyaVarshiLaukarYa,
urgingLordGaneshtocomeback
soonnextyear.
Police have geared up for

VisarjanMiravnukor immersion
processionsofGaneshidols,which
mark the end of the festival.
Deploymentof 6000-strongpo-
lice forcehasbeenplanned from
Fridaymorningwhichwillensure
smooth conduct of the proces-
sions with the help of a wide-
spread CCTV camera network,
special squadsand traffic restric-
tionsatvariousplaces in thecity.
Traditionally, immersionproces-
sionsinthepasthavetakenaround
24hourstogetover.
Punepolicehave said that in

addition toover1,200closed-cir-
cuitTVcameras installed for sur-
veillance in thecity, several addi-
tionalcamerashavebeeninstalled
onimportantprocessionroutesfor
Ganeshvisarjan.
The idol immersion is con-

ducted mainly in the artificial
tanksconstructedbycivicbodies
alongtheriverbanksorintheflow-
ingriverwaterofMula-Muthaor
otherwaterbodies. Asper tradi-
tion, a large number of Ganesh
Mandalsandmanymoreindivid-
ual households immerse their

idolsonthesecond,third,fifth,and
seventhdayofthefestival.Tillnow,
idols from333mandalshaveal-
readybeenimmersed.
On the day of Anant

Chaturdashi, idols from 2,969
mandalsand2.22lakhhouseholds
are expected to be immersed.
Those frommandals include the
idols from the five Manache
Ganpati— the fiveGaneshman-
dalswhich traditionally lead the
immersionprocessions in Pune.
These include Kasba Ganpati
Mandal, Tambdi Jogeshwari
Mandal, Guruji TalimMandal,
Tulshibaug Mandal and Kesri
WadaMandal.Otherthanthefive
ManacheGanpatis, prominent
mandals such as Shrimant

Dagdusheth Halwai Ganesh
Mandal, Bhau Rangari Ganesh
MandalandAkhilMandaiGanesh
Mandalwill also immerse their
idols.
PoliceCommissionerAmitabh

Gupta said, "Police officers and
personnelhavebeen specifically
directed toensure safety andse-
curityofchildren,womenandeld-
erly during the procession. At
many places, the construction
workonPuneMetro is currently

underway.Directiveshavebeenis-
suedfortheheightof thedecora-
tivestructuresthataccompanythe
procession. The noise pollution
levelswill also be closelymoni-
toredandthosefoundviolatingit
willfaceaction."
Thedeploymentofover6,000

policepersonnelincludesperson-
nel fromPunepolice force, some
additionalstrengthofofficersand
personnel brought in fromother
jurisdictions alongwith compa-

niesof StateReservePoliceForce,
stateHomeGuardpersonneland
anumberofcitizenvolunteers.
The deployment will be

headedbyPoliceCommissioner
Amitabh Gupta and Joint
Commissionerof PoliceSandeep
Karnik. Itwill be coordinatedby
fouradditionalcommissioners,10
deputy commissioners, over 23
assistant commissioners and55
policeinspectors. Itwillcomprise
around379 assistant inspectors

andsub-inspectorsand4,600per-
sonnel from Pune City Police.
Multiple quick response teams,
riotcontrolvehicles,bombdetec-
tionanddisposalsquadteams,dog
squads, andanti-chain snatching
teamswillbedeployed.
The entire staff of the traffic

controlbranchwillbeontheroads
toman traffic and processions.
Variousroadsinthecentralpartof
Punewilleitherremainclosedfor
trafficorwillseetrafficdiversions,

officialssaid.Ambulancesandfire
tenderswill bekepton stand-by
at various locations in the city.
Officials saidwatch towershave
beensetupatvariousplacesinthe
city. Similarmeasureshavebeen
put inplace in theneighbouring
jurisdictionsPimpri-Chinchwad
andPuneRural. Deployment of
closeto2,000personnelhasbeen
planned for the smoothconduct
ofimmersionprocessionsinthese
policejurisdictions,officialssaid.
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PUNECITYPolice'strafficcontrol
branchhaschalkedoutanelab-
orate plan for road closures and
traffic diversions for the hun-
dredsofGanpatiimmersionpro-
cessionsonFriday.Theplanalso
includesearmarkingaringroad
whichwillremainopenfortraf-
ficduring thisperiod.

Thesetraffic restrictionswill
beinplaceforallvehiclesexcept
those involved in emergency
services. From7amFriday,these
roadswillremainclosedfortraf-
fic till the procession gets over:
ShivajiRoad,LaxmiRoad,Bagade
Road, Bajirao Road, Kumthekar
Road,GaneshRoad,KelkarRoad,
Guru Nanak Road, Tilak Road,
ShastriRoadandJangaliMaharaj
Road (Balgandharva Chowk to
Khandoji Baba Chowk) will be
closed for traffic. From12noon
Friday:KarveRoadfromNalStop
to Khandoji Baba Chowk,
Fergusson College Road,
BHandarkar Road, Pune Satara
Road,SolapurRoadandPrabhat
Road.
Arterialroadsandtheirdiver-

sion points: Jangali Maharaj
Road - Balgandharva Chowk,
Shivaji Road - SG Barve Chowk,
Mudaliar Road - Apollo Talkies,
Nehru Road - Sant Kabir
Chowky, Solapur Road - Seven
Loves Chowk, Satara Road -
Volga Chowk, Bajirao Road -
Puram Chowk, Shastri Road -
Senadatt Chowky, Karve Road -
NalStop. Aringroadwillbeear-
marked by connecting patches
of Karve Road, Senapati Bapat
Road, Ganeshkhind Road,
Ambedkar Road, Nehru Road,
Shivneri Road, Satara Road,
SinhagadRoadandShastriRoad.
Dedicatedparkingspotshave

beenearmarkedfortwo-wheel-
ersand four-wheelers.

Traffic curbs
and diversions
to make way
for immersion
processions

Surveillancevehiclesonthe
processionrouteatAbhinav
Chowk. ArulHorizon

Safetymeasures
havebeenput
inplaceatall
visarjanghats in
city, including
Panchaleshwer
ghat inDeccan;
Preparations for
visarjanon
LaxmiRoadon
Thursday.
ArulHorizon,

OshwinKadhao

Visarjanday:6000copsonduty,many roadsclosed
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