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Chand died instantly while Kour
died on way to hospital. No stu-
dent was present as offline class-

es have not resumed; only staff  mem-
bers are required to be present for a
few hours every day.

Pakistan-backed Lashkar-e-Taiba
affiliate The Resistance Front (TRF)
claimed responsibility for the kill-
ings, and said these had nothing to do
with the victims’ religion. “Our fight
is to safeguard our freedom... Dom-
icile holders, stooges and collabora-
tors, regardless of  religion, are ene-
mies of  the Kashmir struggle and will
not be spared,” it said, specifying the
principal and her colleague had been
targeted because they pressured stu-
dents to attend the Independence Day
function on the campus on August 15.

The outfit had also issued a state-
ment after shooting dead Makhan Lal
Bindroo, the owner of  Srinagar’s
landmark Bindroo Medicate pharma-
cy, and bhelpuri vendor Virender Pas-
wan in the city on Tuesday. The out-
fit’s third victim that day, Mohammad
Shafi Lone of  Hajin in Bandipora,
was a native Kashmiri.

Slain schoolteacher Chand’s fam-
ily had been among the hundreds who
migrated from the Valley to Jammu
during the exodus three decades ago.

Full report on www.toi.in
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Pak-backed LeT affiliate claims
responsibility for killings

Srinagar: J&K lieutenant governor Manoj
Sinha admitted that security forces in the Val-
ley had “no specific inputs” on the “selective”
terror attacks since Tuesday in which a promi-
nent businessman, two teachers and a roadside
food vendor were killed. “This is part of  a con-
spiracy in the backdrop of  increasing tourist
influx and planned industrial investment in
Kashmir,” he said. Saleem Pandit | TNN

‘Forces didn’t get a whiff of
plan to target minorities’

Weapons seized along IB in
J&K: BSF claimed to have foi-
led an attempt to smuggle wea-
pons into India through the in-
ternational border in Samba
district of  J&K. DIG S P S

Sandhu said, “The troops sei-
zed cache of  arms and ammu-
nition in Samba area. The sei-
zure included four pistols, 8
pistol magazines and 232 ro-
unds of  ammunition.” TNN

New Delhi: The targeted attacks
in J&K in which 5 civilians, inclu-
ding four from minority religious
communities, were killed over the
past three days are seen by securi-
ty agencies as part of  a revised
strategy by ISI-backed terrorist
groups to push local recruits to go
after non-local, easy targets.

The aim of  the Pakistan-sup-
ported groups, sources said, is to

counter measures taken to give te-
eth to a narrative of  ‘zero-toleran-
ce’ efforts to launch a big develop-
ment push and revive tourism
and bring about ‘full integration
of  J&K with rest of  India’ that has
gained ground since the abroga-
tion of  Article 370. The effort of
groups like Lashkar and Jaish is
to counter these objectives by cre-

ating atmosphere of  fear and inse-
curity, particularly for non-locals. 

This assessment was shared
at a meeting chaired by home mi-
nister Amit Shah here on Thurs-
day to review the security situa-
tion in J&K in wake of  the civili-
an killings. The meeting was at-
tended by NSA Ajit Doval and
heads of  CRPF, BSF and intelli-
gence agencies. A fine-tuning of
strategies, including the need to
keep a closer watch on youths su-
sceptible to radicalization and in
touch with terrorists, and gathe-
ring better intelligence on trans-
fer and supplies of  arms, is belie-
ved to have been discussed. 

According to sources, Pakis-
tan-based terror sponsors have

been pushing groups like Lash-
ker-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Moham-
med to step up infiltration since
July. Intelligence inputs however
indicate that mostly local youths
are being drafted to carry out at-
tacks on ‘soft’ targets, which may
occasionally include locals su-
spected to be ‘informers’. While it
is claimed that some of  these local
recruits are affiliated with The
Resistance Front (TRF), J&K poli-
ce sources insist that with the top
leadership of  the outfit neutrali-
sed over the past few months, the
TRF is only a smokescreen crea-
ted by LeT to maintain deniability
and project terrorist attacks in
J&K as an indigenous job.

Full report on www.toi.in
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Chaired By Shah

ISI’s revised strategy is to push local
recruits after non-local, easy targets 
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Srinagar/Jammu: Amid fears of a
rerun of the terrorist violence targeting
Kashmiri Pandits in the 90s, ” National
Conference vice-president and ex-CM
Omar Abdullah tweeted, “On my part, I
am making a heartfelt appeal to all
those who will be thinking of leaving the
valley out of fear. Please don’t. We can’t
let the perpetrators of these terror
attacks succeed in their evil designs by
driving you out.”

PDP’s Mehbooba Mufti, also a
former CM, blamed the Centre for “a
minuscule minority” becoming terror
targets. “GOI’s claims of building a Naya
Kashmir has actually turned it into a
hellhole. It’s sole interest is to use
Kashmir as a milch cow for its electoral
interests,” she alleged.

Full report on www.toi.in

Omar appeals not to flee
‘out of fear’, Mufti calls
J&K Centre’s ‘hellhole’

Security personnel stand guard at the
school in Srinagar on Thursday
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ADVENTURE IS NOT 
OUTSIDE MAN; IT IS 
WITHIN — GEORGE ELIOT

DANIEL CRAIG GETS STAR ON HOLLYWOOD WALK OF FAME, 
SAYS, ‘IT IS AN ABSOLUTE HONOUR TO BE WALKED ALL OVER…’

ANGELINA JOLIE SELLS HER STAKE IN $164M WINE LABEL
SHE SHARED WITH FORMER HUSBAND BRAD PITT 

Chidanand.Rajghatta
@timesgroup.com

Washington: After more than
two decades of  single-minded
focus on terrorism, the CIA,
spying arm of  the US, is pivo-
ting to what has emerged as a
larger geo-political threat to
American primacy: China.

The world’s most storied
spy agency on Thursday anno-
unced that it is establishing a
China Mission Centre to focus
on a country that US analysts
believe will be an even bigger
challenge than the former So-
viet Union, given its massive
population and economic clo-
ut. The new centre “will furt-
her strengthen our collective
work on the most important
geopolitical threat we face in

urces for the new mission
centre, including China-speci-
fic analysts, linguists, techno-
logists, and other specialists.

The CIA decision to go pub-
lic with the new mission centre
itself  is an indication of the
scale of  what would have been
a hard to conceal project, unri-

valed since the demise of  the
former USSR when Sovietolo-
gists ruled the roost in Langley.
Although the CIA subsequent-
ly kept extensive tabs on USSR
legatee Russia, Iran, North Ko-
rea among others nations, the
broader issue of  terrorism em-
erged as its major focus. Sino-
logists will now supplant Sovi-
etologists and Islamologists in
the CIA’s scheme of  things, a-
lthough officials said terror,
North Korea, Iran, and Russia
will continue to be priorities. 

They maintained that CIA
would continue its count-
erterrorism mission, but Chi-
na, will become singular prio-
rity, meriting a mission centre
that will draw expertise from
the board and around world.

Full report on www.toi.in

the 21st century, an increa-
singly adversarial Chinese
government,” CIA director
William Burns said in a sta-
tement accompanying back-
ground briefings by unnamed
officials in which they outlin-
ed an agency-wide effort to
ramp up personnel and reso-

Calls ‘Adversial’ Beijing Most Important Geopolitical Threat In 21st Century

CIA zeroes in on Beijing
with China-focused unit

The CIA also announced the founding of another centre that will focus on
emerging and transnational threats such as disruptive new technologies,
climate change, and global health, all of which also involves China

Quetta: A powerful earthqua-
ke collapsed at least one coal
mine and dozens of  mud hou-
ses in southwest Pakistan ear-
ly Thursday, killing at least 23
people as the death toll contin-
ued to creep higher. At least an-
other 200 people were injured,
an official said. The death tally
was expected to rise even furt-
her as crews searched in the re-
mote mountainous area, said
Suhail Anwar Shaheen, the lo-
cal deputy commissioner. 

At least four people were
killed when the coal mine in
which they were working col-
lapsed, said Shaheen, citing co-
al miners in the area. As many
as 100 homes also collapsed, bu-
rying sleeping residents insi-
de. In one case, a mother died
along with her two young sons
when their home collapsed, sa-
id a relative. Nearby, the body of
an 8-year old girl was found be-

were taken to the provincial
hospital in Quetta. Search and
rescue teams have arrived in
the mountains, an army state-
ment said. Concern has grown
about scores of  coal miners
who might be trapped.

Ambulances soon arrived
to transport the injured to the
hospital in Harnai.Doctors tre-
ated patients outside the hospi-
tal as 4.6 magnitude aftersho-
cks continued into the mor-
ning hours.“So far we have tre-
ated more than 200 casualties,”
said a medical superintendent. 

Pakistan’s southwestern
Balochistan lies on a seismi-
cally active region. The worst
earthquake, in 1935, destroyed
the provincial capital of  Balo-
chistan and killed over 35,000
people. Since then, scores of
quakes have rattled the provin-
ce, Pakistan’s least populated,
with just 12 million people. AP

area, about 100km from Quetta,
the provincial capital, is dotted
with coal mines, which has
Shaheen worried the death toll
could rise. It struck in the early
morning while scores of  min-
ers were already at work. 

Pakistan’s military was de-
ployed to the earthquake area
to airlift dozens of  injured
from mountain peaks. At least
nine critically injured people

neath the rubble of  her home.
The epicentre of  the 5.9

magnitude quake was about
15km north-northeast of  Har-
nai in Balochistan province,
according to the US Geological
Survey. The initial measure-
ment of  the quake’s strength
was 5.7 magnitude. It struck
about 9km below the Earth’s
surface; shallower quakes tend
to cause more damage. The

Earthquake kills at least 23 in Pakistan

At least 200 people were injured after a 5.9-magnitude earthquake struck
southwestern Balochistan province in the early hours of Thursday

AFP

Sydney: Australia’s PM lam-
basted social media on as “a co-
ward’s palace”, saying plat-
forms should be treated as pub-
lishers when defamatory com-
ments by unidentified people
are posted, pouring fuel on a
raging debate over the count-
ry’s libel laws. Prime Minister
Scott Morrison’s comments
suggest he would favour ma-
king companies like Facebook
Inc liable for defamation with
regards to some content posted
by third parties.

The country’s highest co-
urt ruled last month that pub-
lishers can be held liable for
public comments on online fo-
rums, a judgement that has pit-
ted Facebook and news organi-
sations against each other and
spread alarm among all sec-

tors that engage with the pub-
lic via social media.That in
turn has lent new urgency to
an ongoing review of  Australi-
a’s defamation laws, with the
attorney general this week
writing to state counterparts
stressing the importance of
tackling the issue.

“Social media has become
a coward’s palace where peo-
ple can go on there, not say who
they are, destroy people’s lives,
and say the most foul and offen-
sive things to people, and do so
with impunity,” Morrison told
reporters in Canberra. “They
should have to identify who
they are, and the companies, if
they’re not going to say who
they are, well, they’re not a
platform anymore, they’re a
publisher,” he added. REUTERS

‘A coward’s palace’: Aus
PM slams social media 

Washington: Facebook
whistleblower Frances
Haugen told Congress on
Tuesday that one option for
making social media less
harmful would be to create
a dedicated regulatory
agency to oversee compani-
es like Facebook, which co-
uld have former tech wor-
kers on staff.

“Right now, the only pe-
ople in the world who are
trained to ... understand
what’s happening inside of
Facebook, are people who
grew up inside of  Facebook
or Pinterest or another so-
cial media company,” she
said during a hearing befo-
re a Senate Commerce Com-
mittee panel.

How social media compa-
nies should be regulated has

been a topic of  intense debate
among lawmakers, regula-
tors and experts. 

Facebook, the world’s lar-
gest social network, has been
blasted by over a lack of
transparency into how its
platforms work, its handling
of  user data and the impact of
its sites on users. 

Haugen, a former product
manager at the company who
leaked internal documents to
the Wall Street Journal, said
the profit motive was strong
enough that Facebook, which
owns Instagram, would not
change without pressure. 

“Until incentives change
at Facebook, we should not
expect Facebook to change.
We need action from Cong-
ress,” she said.

Full report on www.toi.in

If FB is problem, is social
media regulator the fix?

UK-based Tanzanian wr-
iter Abdulrazak Gu-
rnah (72), whose expe-

rience of  crossing continents
and cultures has fed his no-
vels about the impact of  mig-
ration on individuals and so-
cieties, won the Nobel Prize
for Literature Thursday.

The Swedish Academy
said the award was in recog-
nition of  Gurnah’s “uncom-
promising and compassio-
nate penetration of  the ef-
fects of  colonialism and the
fate of  the refugee” embodi-
ed in his body of  works.

Gurnah, whose native lan-
guage is Swahili but who wri-
tes in English and recently re-
tired as a professor of  post-co-
lonial literatures at the Uni-
versity of  Kent, got the call
from the Swedish Academy in

the kitchen of  his home in so-
utheast England — and initi-
ally thought it was a prank.
He said he was “surprised
and humbled” by the award.

Gurnah said themes of
migration and displacement
that he explored “are things
that are with us every day” —
even more now than when he
came to Britain in the 1960s.
“People are dying, people are
being hurt around world. We
must deal with these issues in
the most kind way,” he said. 

Born in 1948 on the island

of  Zanzibar, now part of  Tan-
zania, Gurnah moved to Bri-
tain as a teenage refugee in
1968, fleeing a repressive regi-
me that persecuted the Arab
Muslim community to which
he belonged.

The author of  10 novels,
Gurnah becomes the first
black writer since Toni Mor-
rison in 1993 and the only
other non-white writer from
sub-Saharan Africa after Ni-
geria’s Wole Soyinka (1986) to
win the prize.

Full report on www.toi.in

Tanzanian writer gets Lit Nobel
for work on colonialism, refugees

People are dying, 
people are being 

hurt around the world. We 
must deal with these issues 
(migration and displacement) 
in the most kind way

—ABDULRAZAK GURNAH,  
Nobel winner

His work gives us a vivid 
picture of another Africa not 
so well known... a coastal 
area in and around the Indian 
Ocean marked by slavery and 
repression —NOBEL COMMITTEE

Gurnah outside his home in 
UK’s Canterbury on Thursday

1st Black Writer To
Win Prize Since

Toni Morrison in ’93

Kabul: Now the uncontested
rulers of  Afghanistan, the Tali-
ban have set their sights on
stamping out the scourge of
narcotics addiction, even if by
force. At nightfall, the battle-
hardened fighters-turned-poli-
cemen scour the capital’s drug-
ravaged underworld. Below
Kabul’s bustling city bridges,
amid piles of  garbage and stre-
ams of  filthy water, hundreds
of  homeless men addicted to
heroin and methamphetami-
nes are rounded up, beaten and
forcibly taken to treatment cen-
ters. The AP gained rare access
to one such raid last week.

The scene provided a win-
dow into the new order under
Taliban governance: The men
— many with mental illness,
according to doctors — sat aga-
inst stone walls with their
hands tied. They were told to
sober up or face beatings. The
heavy-handed methods are
welcomed by some health wor-
kers, who have had no choice
but to adapt to Taliban rule. AP

Taliban set sights 
on Afghanistan’s
drug underworld 
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