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From modelling dreams to trap:
Suspected int’l sex racket bared
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Probe gathered momentum this week with arrest of 3 women allegedly linked to operation

JOSE K JOSEPH @Kochi

WHAT began as promises of
glamorous modelling careers
has allegedly ended in drug-
ging, blackmail, and sexual ex-
ploitation for several young
women from Kerala. Those are
the details emerging from a Ko-
chi City police probe into a sus-
pected international sex traf-
ficking racket operating under
the cover of the modelling
industry.

The investigation gathered
momentum this week with the
arrest of three women alleged-
ly linked to the operation. The
latest arrest is that of Manjima,
24, a native of Ponnani, who
was taken into custody by the
Maradu police from Ponnani
on Tuesday. Earlier, investiga-
tors had arrested Aleena, aged
between 25 and 28, native of
Thiruvananthapuram, and
Stoy C Sindhu, Perumbavoor
native, believed to be the al-
leged kingpin behind the rack-
et. Sources said Aleena also has
links to criminal rackets oper-
ating in the city.

Sindhu, reportedly in her 50s
and originally from Thiru-
vananthapuram, was tracked
down and arrested from Mum-

EXPRESS READ

26k pharmacies across
K’taka to shut today

Bengaluru: Over 26,000 retail
medical outlets across Karnataka
will be shut down for 24 hours
starting at midnight on
Wednesday, as part of a
nationwide bandh protesting
against online medicine sales and
steep discounts offered by
e-pharmacy platforms.
Pharmacies operating within
hospitals and nursing homes will
remain open. The association
said most chemists across the
state are expected to participate
in the protest.

Q

bai on Monday. Officials said
she is being brought to Kochi
for extensive questioning,
which investigators expect will
reveal crucial details about the
network, its financial opera-
tions and possible internation-
al links.

The probe began around two
weeks ago after Maradu
police received a com-
plaint from a young
woman who alleged
that she had been
trapped in a sex racket
after being approached
with offers connected to the
modelling industry. According
to investigators, the complaint
soon pointed towards an organ-
ised network that may have
been functioning for more than
ayear.

Sources said the investiga-
tion team later received a sec-
ond complaint from another
woman after she came to know
about the case. Police believe
more victims may gradually
come forward as details of the
racket emerge.

Investigators said Aleena

When they reached Gulf countries, they were allegedly given luxurious
accommodation and treated well initially. Later, they were drugged,
abused, and blackmailed using private videos — A senior police officer

and Manjima allegedly used
their modelling careers as a
cover to identify and recruit po-
tential victims, luring them
with promises of high-paying
modelling or beautician jobs
abroad. Sources said investiga-
tors are now examining how
the duo came into contact with
Sindhu and how long they
had allegedly been oper-
ating together.
According to police,
once the women agreed,
the gang allegedly ar-
ranged visiting visas and
coordinated their travel to
Gulf nations.

“When they reached Gulf
countries, they were allegedly
given luxurious accommoda-
tion and treated well initially.
Later, they were drugged,
abused, and blackmailed using
private videos,” a senior police
officer associated with the in-
vestigation said.

Sources close to the probe
said several women were alleg-
edly kept under constant sur-
veillance and treated “like
slaves” until their visiting vi-

NEARLY eight months after the
Supreme Court directed the re-
moval of stray dogs from public
places, Kerala continues to
struggle with its implementa-
tion. Barring two local bodies -
Thiruvananthapuram corpora-
tion and Tripunithura
municipality -- none of the local
bodies in the state have been
able to comply with the SC order
to clear and shelter stray dogs
from schools, hospitals, bus de-
pots, railway stations, and other
sensitive public spaces.

On Tuesday, the SC refused to
dilute its landmark 2025 direc-
tions on stray dog management.
It issued strict orders to all states
to euthanise violent and aggres-
sive strays and to shelter dogs
captured from public spaces.
The SC also rejected all pleas
and petitions filed by NGOs and
animal welfare activists against
the institutional sheltering of
stray dogs.

Meanwhile, local bodies
across Kerala continue to cite a
lack of shelters, insufficient ani-
mal birth control (ABC) centres,
inadequate funds, and the ab-
sence of a clearlegal framework
to permanently house dogs re-
moved from public spaces.

Accordingtolocal self-govern-
ment department (LSGD) offi-

sas expired, after which they
were sent back home.

Kochi City Police Commis-
sioner Kaliraj Mahesh Kumar
said, “We formed a special in-
vestigation team headed by
Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice Aswathy Jiji. So far, we
have identified around five peo-
ple linked to this racket, of
whom three have been arrest-
ed. One of the accused was ap-
prehended at Mumbai airport
while attempting to flee the
country. Efforts are under way
to trace the remaining two sus-
pects. We request victims to
come forward, and we assure
them complete
confidentiality.”

Police suspect the racket may
have operated through multi-
ple handlers across states and
abroad, with links possibly ex-
tending beyond Gulf countries.
Officials acknowledged that
fear of social stigma and the al-
leged existence of compromis-
ing videos may be preventing
survivors from approaching
the police. Senior officers said
efforts are under way to recov-
er digital evidence and prevent
the circulation of any private
videos allegedly used by the
racket.

Strays: Kerala struggles
to implement SC order

cials, the state has already begun
strengthening its infrastructure
to manage the crisis, which in-
cludes setting up shelters and
expanding ABC centres.

“Thiruvananthapuram cor-
poration has set up a shelter for
around 50 dogs in collaboration
with an NGO, while the Tripu-
nithura municipality has devel-
oped its own facility with a ca-
pacity to house 50 to 100 dogs,”
said Dr A Sasikumar, State Pub-
lic Health and Environment Of-
ficer, LSGD.

Public protest is also becom-
ing a huge challenge for local
bodies. Thiruvananthapuram
corporation’s move to shelter
stray dogs at a private shelter
was stalled following local pro-
test. The state currently has 20
functional ABC centres, with 17
new centres under construction.
Of these, work has been com-
pleted on nine centres and three
have
operational.

BJP KERALAM @BJP4Keralam

The youth, who should be the future of the nation, are leaving Kerala for higher education and employment—a tragic situation that prevails today.
Due to the lack of standards in the education sector and the scarcity of job opportunities, around two and a half lakh students have migrated to other
states in the past five years. The alternating fronts continuing the same anti-people policies only serve to drive our talents away from their homeland.

Pooram tragedy:
HC initiates

SuO motu case

KOCHI: The Kerala High Court
has initiated a suo motu case in
connection with the Thrissur
Pooram fireworks tragedy at
Mundathikode on April 21,
which resulted in 16 deaths,
multiple injuries, and
significant property damage.
Chief Justice Soumen Sen
directed the initiation of suo
motu Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) proceedings to regulate
activities involving massive
fireworks, examine issues
arising from the incident, and
consider issuing appropriate
directions to ensure strict
compliance with statutory
provisions and safety norms
relating to fireworks activities
in the state. The proceedings
also aim to educate the public
about the adverse effects of
large-scale fireworks displays
and adopt measures to prevent
such accidents in the future.
The court noted that the
incident reportedly occurred at
a fireworks manufacturing unit
on the outskirts of Thrissur
where fireworks of the
Thiruvambady Devaswom were
being prepared.

already become

Jumbo Marthanda dies of i 1nJ uries, intestine was ruptured

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bengaluru/ Madikeri

MARTHANDA (53), the tuskless
bull elephant (makhana) suc-
cumbed to its injuries around
11am on Tuesday. It had suffered
serious injuries when attacked
by Kanjan, the 26-year-old tusker,
on Monday morning at Dubare
Elephant Camp in Madikeri.
Deputy Conservator of For-
ests, Madikeri, Abhishek V said
Marthanda stopped responding
to treatment on Tuesday morn-
ing. It had seven injuries, five of

which were severe. The postmor-
tem concluded around 5pm, and
the report showed that the pri-
mary cause of death was the
rupturing of its large intestine,
apart from other injuries.
According to the mahouts,
Marthanda was resting in the
water near Kanjan. The move-
ment when Marthanda tried to
get up, agitated Kanjan. The ini-
tial push by Marthanda led to a
deadly fight between the two
bulls, in which Chennali tourist
Junesha S lost her life. Since
Kanjan is a tusker and was

The clash, which occurred in Kodagu on May 18,
that resulted in the death of a tourist

standing, he overpowered Mar-
thanda, greviously injured him
and also chased him for some

distance. During the fight, Kan-
jan’s kawadi Kiran was mounted
on him and trying to control
him, while its mahout Vijay was
shouting commands. Mar-
thanda’s kawadi Naveen and ma-
hout Gous were also shouting
commands from the side, but to
no avail.

According to the forest depart-
ment, Kanjan was captured in
2014 from Yesalur in Hassan,
while Marthanda was captured
in 2023 from Alur in Hassan. The
two have been staying at the
camp since. “Despite Kanjan’s

history of past aggression, he
was not separated from the oth-
ers. Now he has been isolated
and is under constant observa-
tion,” said veterinarians.

After the situation was
brought under control, Mar-
thanda was treated at the camp
by department veterinarians Dr
Mujeeb and Dr Chittiappa. After
postmortem examination, he
was buried on the camp premis-
es. Dr Mujeeb said the two bulls
were not in musth. The accident
was due to behavioural changes
and need for space, which was

disturbed. Department heads
reached Dubare on Tuesday to
take stock of the situation. Mul-
tiple rounds of meetings were
held to draw up SOPs (standard
operating procedures) on the
management of camp elephants.
“Work has started and SOPs
should be ready by 10 days. They
will then be sent to the state gov-
ernment for approval. Work has
started on the ground to distance
tourists from elephants. Tourists
will nolonger be allowed to bathe
the elephants,” said the
officials.

Closure of liquor
shops halted in TN

S GURUVANMIKANATHAN @Chennai
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THE TAMIL Nadu State Marketing Corporation
(Tasmac) has temporarily halted the closure of 717
liquor shops due to confusion over their exact dis-
tance from the restricted areas. Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay’s TVK government ordered the shut-
down of Tasmac outlets operating within 500 me-
tres of schools, places of worship, and bus depots
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and educational institutions. However, officials
did not provide any clear response on whether
these shops would eventually be closed or allowed
to continue operations.
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Actor Ismail among 2 | [
killed in car accident | |
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CORRIGENDUM Dated : 19.05.2026
In continuation of the e-MNIT naotifications published, the sale perod for the work
‘Conslmiction of Cable Terminal Room for Prncipal Test Stand {PTE) at IPRC,
Mahendragir. [Civil. PH. Electrical & AC works]. (Mo.: IPRC/CMGTODe-
07 WD MP-01/2026-2T7 dated: 0804 2026) (Estimated cost; T 448.33 Lakhs)
is extendead up to 29056 2026

For elgibility critena and cther delailz, iMteresied tenderars may please rafar o
the defailled bilingual (Hindi-English) Nofice Imedfing Tenders (MIT) on the
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E- Tender Notice
E-tendars are invited for compatent vendaors for the supply of Various Plants.
For more deatils , visit e- tendering portal wew.stenders.gov.in.
(Tender ID : 2026_KCSTE_851202_1)
Last date of online submission of tenders is 28.05.202% up io 5.00 PM.

oRECTOR

TWO people, including ac-
tor Ismail, were killed af-
ter a car reportedly lost
control and rammed into
them while they were
walking along the road-
side on Tuesday evening.
The other deceased man
is Sajeesh.

The incident occurred near Kannavam ration shop.

wnww.energy rajasthan.govind/runl & www sppp. rajasthan.gov.in.
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CORRIGENDUM TO PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION
FOR SALE OF ASSETS
M/s. PEEJAY AGRO FOODS PVT LTD (Under Liguidation)

{Reg.Cif. Kew Building, Ayyappankasu Road, Karayur, Botiapadi Post Thrssur, Kerala-680 55,
This corrigendwm is issued with reference to the Auctien Motice dated 27th

19.05.2026

Suparintending Enginger |NPP-RE]

Ismail

Sajeesh

According to reports, the car was travelling from the April 2026, regerding the sele of assets of the corporate debtor. The presant -4, NERALA STATE CENTRE L UITT TR | GOVERMMENT OF INDIA, 3t faamT / DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
Kannavam side towards Koothuparamba when the corrigandurn is being published to incorporate the following information/details — FOR _iI]'H'_i_HE’Eg :’:.:LHIHI II:E i M. Fergrm wrrae siafog %52 / VIKRAM SARABHAI SPACE CENTRE

. . § i | 24 j 3 f C |ﬁ| G
accident occurred. Though local residents took the mahioned i ths Barier nobics, Head Office Cormplex, Frafor = ST 0 / CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE GROUP

Frramg s | THIRUVANANTHAPURAM — 22 | [ 5. | Ph. No. 0471 -

Unit 3-Factory Land & Building sitvated at Kuranjiyur, Chavakkad 2564568 | 5663 | 4537 [ 4543)

k Vattyoorkkawy, Thiruvananihaperam
Post, Guruvayur, Thrissur, Kerala 680505 ad measuring 11901 cenis

injured victims to the hospital, their lives could not
Ph; 2365678, 2365415

be saved. Following the incident, Kannavam police faaiiDated : 19-05-2026

X X S S No.2 | THE ABOVE ASSET IS ATTACHED BY THE ORDERS OF MUNSIFFS LIMITED TENDER NOTICE #-Frferar s o v |@fss g=ra1 | BRIEF NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
registered a case and began an investigation into the COURT, WADAKANCHERRY IN 0S 478/23, 1A 2/23 for Rs. 2,53,935 No. CapliT22126- MAIMTL e 3 g ) 3 A T e 5 o 8 P2 5 ST 9 R A o §) On behal of the
aCCld?nt- An official with the police said the accl- payable to M/S. SRI RAMAKRISHNA INDUSTRIALS as displayed 19 06 2026 Prasident of India, onkine ilem-rate lenders are inviled through E-tendering for the following work,
dent 1S SuspeCted to have OCCL'lI‘I'ed after the dI‘lveI‘ in the EC Sealed compeliive  Tenders are 1. 70T%E, atermal, Tnﬂrﬁﬂ&?#:ﬁﬁ{m% fetz et v (=R dhAe ) o S faeme | fofie Ef"ﬂf“"-'_Fl w1t Vertical

imwited from the rsputed firms for the
supply of 500 rolls of 2d4g Stiching
Wire Spoil Type [2.2kg)

{Tender Mo, 035°26-27/WTL)
Dua date for the submission of
Tandes is 21.05.2026 a1 11 AN

For details www.captkerala.com
Sdi-, MD, C-apt

Description of asset on Sale to be read as above. The remaining contents. of
the Sale Motice published on 27.04. 2026 remain unchanged

Sdy- R. RAGHAVEMDRAN, B.Com, FCA., CISA.,

Liguidetor for Pegjay Agro Foods Prvate Limited,

[BELTPA-001AP-POO211 /20171810411

AFA Valid till 31.12,2026.

Email Id for Correspondance (cirp.peejayagro@gmail.com

allegedly dozed off while driving.

In the impact, the front portion of the car, belong-
ing to a Manathana native, was damaged. Ismail has
acted in the movie Albhutha Dweep, directed by Vi-
nayan. Sajeesh owns a tyre puncture repair shop in
Kannavam. Both were residents of Kannavam.

Exlensional 8T Builleting (Fourth Floar) far BMGELY OFfee af FOACTeS, WSS, Thiumba (Gl L Electmead warks) ! NIT Mo,
VSSC/ICMGICO1/07/2026-27 Dt, 18.05,2026 (91171 97./P.A.C: T 543.06 e/ Lakhs)

BIEAETE o w1 i | Period for downloading: Frafes 20.05.2026 %1 10.00 =rifhrs. #fto T4 09.06.2026, 23.00 Fitfhrs.
e [AfEeen =9 5 A0 wyew tendersdzacdindisro 9 wawwisrogovin 390 Interested lenderers may wvisil

st lendanazand. infisro oF Wit s gayin for datails.
Sl WETT, WU, FOETHH
Head, CMG. V55C

Flace ; Coimbatore
Diate : 20.05.2026
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