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Mumbai: The industrious
inhabitants of  Dharavi-Sion
Koliwada were a proud lot
Saturday. A tenacious 26-
year-old named Umesh Dilli-
rao Keelu became the first
youth from the precinct to be
commissioned in Indian Ar-
my.

Nine members of  his
family, including his mother
and married sister, attended
Saturday’s passing out pa-
rade at OTA (Officers Train-
ing Academy) in Chennai.

Years before wearing the
olive uniform, Umesh fought
hand-to-hand combat with
poverty and misfortune. “My
father, a painter, became para-
lysed in 2013 and died of  heart
attack a day before I had to re-
port for Army training, in
March 2023,” Umesh said by
phone from Chennai. “Today I
completed my 11-month train-
ing and become a commis-
sioned officer in the Army.”

His sunburnt upbring-
ing, in fact, fuelled his appe-
tite for success. Right from
his teens, the determined
student self-funded his edu-
cation, acquiring scholar-
ships, working at a local cyb-
er cafe. He received assist-
ance from Tata Trusts, PF
Davar Trust and Mahalaxmi
Trust.

Umesh completed his
BSc in IT and took a Masters
degree in computer science.
“I also worked at Tata Con-
sultancy Services for three
years followed by a stint at
British Council on the week-
ends.” What the youth mod-
estly does not mention is
that he shouldered the re-
sponsibility of  his entire
family and funded his fa-
ther’s treatment by this mul-

titasking.
Early training in the

NCC had set his sights on a
career in the defence forces.
His attraction was fuelled by
the fact that the Army would 
afford him the opportunity
to play sport and travel while
ennobling him as he served
the nation. “I managed to
clear the SSB (Services Se-
lection Board) exam after 
13 attempts. I cannot reveal
my posting, that is a confi-
dential matter. Suffice to say
that I am affiliated with the
IT infantry unit,” he said.

Umesh did not fail to men-
tion the perilous circum-
stances that engulf  Dharavi.
He posted on X, “There is a
high rate of  unemployment. I
hope my achievement will
motivate other youngsters
from the area to join the Ar-
my, which at present they
know little about. Lots of  peo-
ple 
are facing financial crisis.”

Umesh told TOI, “I want
to say to other youth, if  you
are aiming for something in
your life, and you are work-
ing hard, you will achieve
your goal. Be prepared,
move on, face all the prob-
lems, face the odds. Even if
you fail your exams, keep
practising. Talk to mentors,
officers, that will really help
you.” TNN

Dharavi youth who
fought poverty now

an Army officer

Guwahati: From enjoying
the delightful sight of  a one-
horned rhino while riding on
the safari elephant Prady-
umna during his maiden vis-
it to Kaziranga National
Park to unveiling a 125-foot
statue of  legendary Ahom
military commander Lachit
Barphukan, PM Narendra
Modi had an eventful day in
Assam, where he dedicated
and laid foundation stones of
projects totalling Rs 17,606
crore for the state on Satur-
day. Named “The Statue of
Valour,” it is part of  the La-
chit Barphukan Maidam De-

velopment Project, which al-
so includes a museum, a 500-
seating capacity auditori-
um, and a hostel near the me-
dieval-era commander’s
burial mound at Hollonga-
par in Jorhat district.

Addressing a rally, Modi
said, “Veer Lachit Borphu-
kan is the symbol of  Assam’s
valour & determination,” as
he recalled celebrating his
400th birth anniversary with
great pomp and honour in
2022 in New Delhi and bowed
before the brave warrior. 

“Vikas bhi aur virasat bhi
—development as well as her-
itage — has been the mantra
of  our double-engine govt,”
he said.

PM Modi spends
an action-packed

day in Assam
Kangkan Kalita & 
Prabin Kalita TNN

PM Modi touched on the
three Ts close to North

Bengal’s heart — tea, tou-
rism and timber — while in-
tertwining them with
broader issues plaguing
Bengal, including allega-

tions of  “corruption” and
“misrule” by TMC, as he
made another targeted ap-
peal to women at his first
election rally in Siliguri on
Saturday, report Roshan
Gupta & Dwaipayan Ghosh.

In his fourth speech with-
in nine days in the state, the
PM reiterated themes from
his previous addresses, aim-
ing to sustain BJP’s momen-
tum in North Bengal, where
it won seven of  eight LS seats
in 2019. Speaking on BJP’s
commitment to the region’s
progress, Modi outlined
plans for enhancing busi-
ness opportunities in tea,
tourism, and timber sectors,
alongside infrastructure de-
velopment initiatives.

TMC, meanwhile, re-
minded the PM that “Mani-
pur is just over 350km from
Kaziranga”. RS MP-elect Sa-
garika Ghose posted on X:
“…In Manipur after 10
months of  violence, almost
200 have died and there have
been several incidents of  ar-
my officers being abducted.
Given how you criss-cross In-
dia, why did you not stop
over in Manipur? Or is Mani-
pur not on the map of  “New
India.”

Modi woos
north Bengal

with 3 Ts

Baby dies in hosp; ‘wrong injection’ given, alleges family: A
22-month-old boy admitted to a private hospital in Bharatpur for
hernia operation died after being given anaesthesia. His family
alleged child was given a wrong injection before operation. TNN

Panaji/Ponda: Ponda poli-
ce on Saturday arrested
three persons in connection
with the alleged shooting
near Bethora junction on
Friday. The shooting appea-
red to stem from the vic-
tim’s friendship with the
conspirator’s wife, police
said.

Sachin Kurtikar, 32,
from Khandepar, Ponda,
was riding to work when he
was allegedly shot at by an
unidentified person. Police
said that the alleged shoo-
ting was a result of  a tiff  bet-
ween Kurtikar and the main
conspirator, Devadas Ma-
surkar, 47, from Shantina-
gar. Police registered the ca-
se as an attempt to murder.

South Goa superinten-
dent of  police Sunita Sa-
want said Kurtikar was fri-
endly with Masurkar’s wife
for the past seven years. She
said that in the past, Kurti-
kar allegedly assaulted Ma-
surkar at his house when qu-
estioned over his friendship
with his wife.

She also said that Kurti-
kar, a truck driver, had thre-
atened to run his truck over
Masurkar and kill him. Sa-
want added that Masurkar,
out of  fear that Kurtikar wo-
uld one day kill him, may ha-
ve planned to kill Kurtikar.

Masurkar and two of  his
employees have been arres-
ted, she said. The employe-
es, brothers and Bihar nati-
ves, are Pravin Kumar, 22,
and Prabhat Paswan 25. 

The conspiracy to carry
out the failed hit began in
mid-December, Sawant said.
Masurkar discussed the
plan with the brothers, and
they agreed to purchase an
improvised firearm from
Bihar. TNN

Cops arrest 3 
in connection
with shooting

incident in Goa

In his fourth speech
in 8 days in the state,
PM reiterated
themes from his
previous addresses,
aiming to sustain
BJP’s momentum in
North Bengal
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