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Migrants on France’s
Channel coast undeterred 
by latest deaths
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55 killed in Bangladesh floods in August
More than a million affected by two weeks of torrential rains
CHITTAGONG: At least 55 people have been killed 
and more than a million affected by two weeks of 
torrential rains causing floods and landslides in 
southeast Bangladesh, officials said Sunday. Admin-
istrators of four of the worst-hit districts said floods 
and landslides since August 1 killed 21 people in 
Cox’s Bazar, 19 in Chittagong, 10 in Bandarban and 
five in Rangamati.

“These are some of the heaviest rains in recent 
years,” Bangladesh Meteorological Department chief 
Azizur Rahman told AFP. He said 312 millimetres (12 
inches) of rainfall was recorded on August 7 alone. 
Officials said heavy rains lashed the region until Au-
gust 11, triggering flash floods that caused rivers to 
burst their banks and inundate hundreds of villages.

It was only possible to confirm how many were 

killed after the floodwaters began to recede. The 
summer monsoon brings South Asia around 80 per-
cent of its annual rainfall, as well as death and de-
struction due to flooding and landslides.

The rainfall is hard to forecast and varies con-
siderably but scientists say climate change is mak-
ing the monsoon stronger and more erratic, while 
deforestation and building on hillsides has made 
flash floods worse.

Villages swamped 
“In Cox’s Bazar some 600,000 people were af-

fected by the floods,” district administrator Shaheen 
Ibrahim told AFP. Bangladesh is home to one million 
Rohingyas who fled a military crackdown in Myan-
mar and now live in some three dozen camps built on 

cleared forest and hill slopes in Cox’s Bazar.
“At least 21 people were killed”, Ibrahim said. Ref-

ugee commissioner Mizanur Rahman said four Ro-
hingyas were killed, including a child and her mother 
who were buried under a landslide. “We have relo-
cated around 2,000 people to safe places who are at 
risk of landslides in the camps,” he told AFP.

Hundreds of villages were swamped in Chittagong, 
Bangladesh’s second-largest city and home to its 
biggest port, in what residents said was some of the 
heaviest flooding in decades. “The flood damaged at 
least 5,000 thatched houses,” district administrator 
Abul Bashar Mohammed Fakhruzzaman told AFP.

“At least 19 people have died from the floods. 
We recovered some bodies from the Sangu river af-
ter floodwater receded in the past few days. Some 

450,000 people were affected by the floods.” Trans-
port between Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar was cut 
for a few days and newly laid railway tracks were 
damaged, he said.

The rains also triggered a major flash flood in the 
hill district of Bandarban, where administrator Shah 
Mujahid Uddin said at least 10 people were killed. 
Five people were killed in the Rangamati hill dis-
trict, where heavy rains cut off some 23,000 people, 
administrator Mosharraf Hossain said. Bangladeshi 
authorities have sent food and relief to the worst-af-
fected region, said Shahina Sultana, a senior govern-
ment official in Chattogram region, the new name for 
Chittagong. Five people were still missing, she said. 
“The government is doing everything in its power to 
support people,” she said. — AFP

SATKANIA: Flood affected people take shelter on a railway track after heavy rains in Satkania on August 13, 2023. At least 55 people have been killed and more than a million affected by two weeks of torrential rains 
causing floods and landslides. — AFP

China landslide 
death toll rises 
sharply to 21
BEIJING: The death toll from a landslide triggered 
by heavy rains in northern China has risen sharply 
to at least 21, authorities said on Sunday, with six 
others missing. China has faced deadly floods and 
historic rainfall in recent weeks, with dozens killed 
in storms in the northern part of the country.

“Twenty-one people were found dead so far, 
and six others are still missing,” the Xi’an emergen-
cy management bureau said in an online statement 
about the landslide on Sunday. State media had put 
the toll at four earlier on Sunday.

A mountain flash flood in the village of Weizip-
ing, south of Xi’an in Shaanxi province, caused a 
landslide on Friday that swept away two houses 
and damaged roads, bridges, electricity supply 
and other infrastructure, national public radio 
CNR reported earlier.

A hundred soldiers as well as firefighters were 
mobilized for the relief operations “which are 
continuing” on Sunday, according to CNR. CNR 
broadcast images on Weibo showing rescuers 
clearing rocks and trees from the edge of a river 
and carrying victims on stretchers.

According to the Xi’an emergency management 
bureau statement, more than 980 people were mo-
bilized for the rescue effort, using life detectors and 
search dogs. The landslide “destroyed” two houses 
and caused power cuts in 900 homes, it said.

“According to experts, the cause of the disaster 
is a flash flood mud-rock flow caused by short-
term torrential rain,” the statement said. “Up to 
now, a total of 186 people have been relocated and 
resettled... 49 communication base stations in the 
disaster-stricken area have resumed service, and 
power supplies have been resumed in 855 homes.”

The recent record-breaking downpours fol-
lowed weeks of historic heat, with scientists say-
ing such extreme weather events are being exac-
erbated by climate change. State media reported 
on Friday that 29 people died from flooding in 
Hebei province after Storm Doksuri — which 
hit mainland China as a typhoon in late July — 
brought on the most severe rainfall since records 
began 140 years ago. — AFP

Climate skeptic Vivek 
Ramaswamy on fire in 
White House race
WASHINGTON: He calls climate activism a “religious 
cult,” but White House hopeful Vivek Ramaswamy is en-
joying a moment in the sun as his provocative rhetoric 
heats up the US Republican primary contest. And while 
some candidates are beginning to aim their fire at former 
president Donald Trump, the 38-year-old Ramaswamy 
has moved toward the front of the chasing pack by plac-
ing himself firmly in the frontrunner’s slipstream.

“I think I’m best positioned to advance our America 
First agenda, take it even further than Trump did, but also 
unite the country in the process,” the multimillionaire bio-
tech entrepreneur recently told public broadcaster PBS.

Ramaswamy trails Trump by a seemingly unbridge-
able gap, but he has spent millions of his own money 
in his bid to be best placed should the presumptive 
nominee fall by the wayside amid his growing tangle of 
legal problems. And the first-time candidate, a father of 
two young children, has been rewarded with higher poll 
numbers than most of his more experienced rivals.

A political novice by any measure, Ramaswamy start-
ed his campaign with no national profile but has shocked 
primary watchers by rising to third in the Republican 
primary field, five months ahead of the first vote in Iowa. 
He is even snapping at the heels of Florida Governor 
Ron DeSantis, who is lagging around 40 points behind 
Trump but until recently looked relatively secure in the 
runner-up spot. On the ground, Ramaswamy has styled 
his politics on the agendas of the two men he hopes to 
usurp, making his stand against the “woke” ideology of 
the American left his signature policy issue.

“We are in the middle of a national identity crisis,” he 
says darkly, accusing the country’s elites of metastasiz-
ing a “cultural cancer” — particularly when it comes to 
LGBTQ issues. His message has found an appreciative 
audience, and his book, “Woke, Inc.,” in which he devel-
ops this thesis, is currently near the top of the New York 
Times list of bestselling nonfiction. 

In an increasingly crowded field - 17 candidates have 
declared so far - Ramaswamy has been able to grab at-
tention and headlines with a policy program that might be 
dismissed as too radical were his polling numbers lower.

The vegetarian pianist wants to raise the voting age 
to 25 and lay off 90 percent of the staff at the US cen-
tral bank and the Department of Justice. And his ready-
made solution for reviving growth in the United States? 
Burning coal “unapologetically.”

Still, he faces a steep uphill fight. “Like all the other 
candidates, Ramaswamy’s only chance is if Trump col-
lapses,” political scientist Kyle Kondik told AFP. It is not 

DES MOINES: US entrepreneur and 2024 Presidential hopeful Vivek Ramaswamy speaks during a Fair Side 
Chat with Governor Kim Reynolds, at the Iowa State Fair in Des Moines, Iowa. — AFP

unusual for Republican presidential candidates to pull 
their punches when it comes to Trump, who has always 
managed to retain the loyalty of at least a third of the 
party regardless of the prevailing political winds.

But Ramaswamy has bumped the deference up a 
level, turning up at the courthouses in Miami and the 
capital Washington where Trump was appearing with 
pledges to pardon the 77-year-old ex-president and 
demands that his rivals follow suit.

“We fought a revolution in this country, in 1776, 
for a simple idea that we the people determine how 
we select our leaders and have a government that is 
accountable to its people, rather than the other way 
around,” he said in a video filmed this month outside 
Washington’s federal court complex. Trump, who is 
more accustomed to trampling his opponents under-
foot, was quick to notice and showed his appreciation. 
“He’s doing well,” the Republican billionaire said re-
cently of his young rival.

Born in working-class Ohio, Ramaswamy is the son 
of Hindu immigrants from India. Educated in Catholic 
schools, he studied biology at the prestigious Harvard 
University, where he honed his rhetorical skills in de-
bates and by performing libertarian rap music as his 
alter ego, “Da Vek.” “If you think that debater-extraor-
dinaire Vivek G. Ramaswamy ‘07 is intense, you obvi-
ously haven’t met ‘Da Vek,’” his university newspaper 
enthused in a humorous profile. — AFP
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Chelsea, Liverpool share spoils

LONDON: Chelsea and Liverpool 
played out a thrilling 1-1 draw at 
Stamford Bridge on Sunday night.

A highly entertaining encounter 
showcased the attacking quality of 
both sides as Liverpool dominated 
the early stages.

Mohamed Salah struck the bar 
before the Egypt forward delivered 
a stunning pass for Luis Diaz to 
slide home the opening goal after 
18 minutes.

Chelsea, in their fi rst Premier 

League game under new man-
ager Mauricio Pochettino, rallied
and drew level with an equaliser
from new signing Axel Disasi, who
scored from six yards after Liver-
pool failed to clear a set-piece.

Both sides had further chances
- with Liverpool keeper Alisson
saving well from Ben Chilwell
and Nicolas Jackson - but neither
could fi nd a winner.

Chelsea’s new manager Pochet-
tino will have hoped to start his

reign with a victory but there was 
plenty for him to be satisfi ed about 
as his new team recovered from 
a shaky start to deliver many en-
couraging signs.

There is work to do on mak-
ing Chelsea more solid, but they 
showed character to overcome a 
sticky opening to make Alisson 
the busier goalkeeper in the sec-
ond half and draw warm applause 
from their supporters at the fi nal 
whistle.

New striker Jackson was power-
ful and industrious while left wing-
back Chilwell was a threat going 
forward, not only bringing a save 
from the Brazil goalkeeper but also 
having a goal narrowly ruled out for 
off side following a video assistant 
referee intervention.

Pochettino knows there is work 
to do but a point against a Liver-

pool team determined to recapture 
their old position at the top of the 
table represents a decent start to 
the new campaign.

“We feel pleased but at the same 
time disappointed because we 
wanted to win and we deserved to 
win, but it is only the beginning,” 
said Pochettino.

“We have created a very good 
way to work here and that is im-
portant. The connection from day 
one has been fantastic.”

When Liverpool manager Ju-
rgen Klopp made the surprise 
decision to replace Salah after 77 
minutes the forward made little at-
tempt to disguise his unhappiness.

Salah had shown his usual mag-
ic in the fi rst half, hitting the bar 
then producing a brushstroke of 
genius to set up Diaz’s opener.

As a result, there were plenty of 

quizzical looks as he made his way 
to the technical area, shaking his 
head and throwing his wrist strap-
ping to the turf as he did so.

Klopp said: “I can understand 
because if Mo scored it would have 
been a new record for goals scored 
in the opening game but I didn’t 
think about that.

“We needed stability and we 
needed fresh legs. It was super in-
tense for everybody. That’s all I can 
say about it. His reaction was abso-
lutely OK.”

For all Liverpool’s threat going 
forward, and substitute Darwin 
Nunez almost won it with a defl ect-
ed shot in the last few seconds, Liv-
erpool looked vulnerable at the back.

The visitors will nevertheless 
be reasonably happy with a point, 
although they thought they had 
made it 2-0 when Salah scored in 

the fi rst half before it was ruled out
for off side by VAR.

However the fl aws Klopp is try-
ing to address remain obvious, and
at least one more midfi eld signing 
seems certain before the transfer
window closes.

Liverpool were angry they did
not receive a penalty for a handball
against Jackson but a point was
probably what they deserved.

“We scored a super fi rst goal,
scored a sensational second goal
that was unfortunately off side,”
said Klopp.

“If you ask me if I was com-
pletely happy with the game, then
no, but I saw enough that we are a 
step further in the right direction.
We had our moments. It was a super
intense game, a wild game in mo-
ments. We should have controlled it
more but couldn’t.” - Agencies

Disasi earns points for the Blues against the 

Reds in a thrilling match at Stamford Bridge

Caicedo 
set to join 
Chelsea
LONDON: Chelsea have agreed
a deal to sign Brighton midfi elder 
Moises Caicedo for a British re-
cord fee of US$146mn, BBC Sport 
reported on Monday.

Liverpool agreed a US$140mn
deal for the 21-year-old Ecuador 
player on Friday.

But Caicedo’s preference is
Chelsea and they have fi nally suc-
ceeded with a bid after having a 
succession of proposals rejected by 
Brighton this summer.

The fee means Chelsea will
break the British record twice in 
2023, following the US$ 135.8mn 
purchase of Argentina midfi elder 
Enzo Fernandez in January.

Caicedo, who was left out of 
Brighton’s squad for their season-
opening win at home to Luton 
Town, is still to have a medical.

It is understood the initial fee
is US$126.9mn, with half of the 
additional payments said to be 
easily achievable, while Brighton 
have also negotiated a sell-on 
clause. Caicedo joined Brighton 
from Ecuadorian side Independi-
ente del Valle for US$5mn in Feb-
ruary 2021, although he did not 
make his Premier League debut 
until April 2022. - Agencies

P R E M I E R  L E A G U E  T R A N S F E R

Barcelona held by Getafe
MADRID: Barcelona were held 
to a goalless draw by Getafe in 
their La Liga debut on Sunday 
evening.

Both sides fi nished with 10 
players, after Raphinha’s dismiss-
al for elbowing Getafe defender 
Gaston Alvarez in the first half, 
while Getafe’s Jaime Mata 
received a red card after the 
interval.

Barca’s coach, Xavi Hernan-
dez, was also shown the red card 
due to his apparent discontent 
with Getafe’s fouling and time-
wasting tactics. This frustration 
was evident as the referee added 
a whopping 10 minutes of added 
time in the fi rst half and over 15 
in the second. That period cul-
minated with VAR dismissing 
what seemed a valid Barcelona 
penalty appeal.

Osasuna’s two goals from 
Ruben Garcia and Moi Gomez 
spoiled Rafael Benitez’s mana-
gerial debut for Celta Vigo, seal-
ing a 2-0 victory at Balaidos 
Stadium.

Las Palmas, marking their La 
Liga return, drew 1-1 with Mal-
lorca. Jonathan Viera scored 
with a 29th-minute penalty, and 
despite Vedat Muriqi’s missed 
penalty for Mallorca, Antonio 
Railio ensured a draw with a goal 
in the 70th minute.

Militao set to miss season
Real Madrid’s Brazil interna-
tional defender Eder Militao
will miss the rest of the season
after the club confirmed that
the player ruptured his left
cruciate ligament in Satur-
day’s La Liga opener against
Athletic Bilbao.

The club confi rmed the news
in a brief statement on their
offi  cial website, which states:
“Following tests carried out on
our player Eder Militao, he has
been diagnosed with a torn an-
terior cruciate ligament in his
left knee.”

The 25-year-old suff ered the 
injury in the 50th minute of his
side’s 2-0 win away to Athletic,

which came thanks to fi rst half 
goals from Rodrygo and Jude 
Bellingham.

Militao slipped and fell badly 
while challenging Athletic’s 
Oihan Sancet for the ball, and 
immediately called for medical 
attention.

After receiving treatment on 
the pitch, Militao was supported 
by medical staff  as he limped 
off , and afterwards coach Carlo 
Ancelotti admitted the injury 
“doesn’t look good”.

Militao is the second Real Ma-
drid player to rupture a cruci-
ate ligament in three days, after 
goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois 
suff ered the same injury in train-
ing on Thursday. - Xinhua

L A  L I G A

Saudi giants Al Hilal agree deal with PSG for Brazilian star Neymar 
RIYADH: French champions
Paris Saint-Germain (PSG)
have agreed a deal to sell Brazil
forward Neymar to Saudi Pro
League side Al Hilal for a fee
understood to be about US$
98.5mn plus add-ons.

According to media reports, the
transfer is subject to the 31-year-
old completing a medical and all
necessary paperwork.

Neymar, who joined PSG for a 
world record fee of US$ 243mn
in 2017, missed the Ligue 1
opener on Saturday. He has not

been made part of PSG coach 
Luis Enrique’s plans for the new 
season.

Neymar was understood to 
be earning in the region of US$ 
27.3mn annually at the French 
side.

He has made 173 appear-
ances for PSG, helping the 
club win 13 trophies, includ-
ing fi ve French top-fl ight league 
titles, as well as reaching the 2020 
Champions League fi nal.

However, his time in the French 
capital has also been hampered by 

a number of ankle injuries.
The former Barcelona play-

er had surgery in March that 
caused him to miss the rest of 
the season and he only resumed 
training in July.

He missed two of Brazil’s match-
es at the 2022 World Cup after be-
ing injured in their opening group 
match.

The forward also missed the 
2019 Copa America after suff ering 
torn ligaments in his right ankle 
and was out for several weeks in 
2021 with a similar injury.

News of the Neymar deal comes 
just 24 hours after PSG’s Kylian 
Mbappe was reintegrated back 
into fi rst-team training after posi-
tive talks with the club.

The France forward, 24, had 
been in a contract stand-off  amid 
a desire to join Real Madrid but 
could now extend his contract at 
PSG, with his current deal due to 
expire next summer.

Last month, PSG gave Al Hi-
lal permission to talk to Mbappe 
after the Saudi side made a 
world-record US$ 329mn bid.

If completed, the transfer will
continue a remarkable sum-
mer spending spree by Saudi
clubs, underlining the league’s
ambition to be one of the top
competitions in the world in the
next few years.

The likes of Karim Benzema,
N’Golo Kante, Jordan Henderson,
Ruben Neves, Sadio Mane and
Roberto Firmino have all moved
to Saudi Arabia. Portugal super-
star Cristiano Ronaldo joined Al
Nassr from Manchester United in
January. - Agencies

S P E N D I N G  S P R E E  B Y  S A U D I  A R A B I A  C L U B S

Real sign Kepa on loan
MADRID: Real Madrid have 
signed Spain goalkeeper Kepa Ar-
rizabalaga from Chelsea on a sea-
son-long loan, BBC Sport reported.

The 28-year-old will cover for 
Madrid’s regular No.1 Thibaut 

Courtois, who will miss most of 
the season with an anterior cruci-
ate ligament injury. Kepa has made 
163 appearances for Chelsea since 
joining from Athletic Bilbao for in 
August 2018. - Agencies
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