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New Delhi, May 26
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has
chargesheeted nine
accused, including two Pak-
istan-based handlers, in con-
nection with the grenade
attack on the women police
station in Sirsa district in
November 2025.

The accused named in
the chargesheet include
Pakistani nationals
Shahzad Bhatti and Sohail
Ahmad alias Sohail Baloch,
along with arrested Indian
nationals Dheeraj alias
Dhiru, Vikas alias Vikky,
Sandeep alias Daimar,
Vikas, Sushil alias Sillu,
Md Sijaan alias Ghazi and
Gurjant Singh.

The chargesheet was filed

before the Special NIA
Court in Panchkula under
relevant sections of the
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita and the
Explosive Substances Act.

According to the NIA, the
attack was part of a larger
conspiracy orchestrated by
Pakistan-based gangster-
turned-terrorist Shahzad
Bhatti to spread terror by tar-
geting police establishments
and personnel in India.

Investigations revealed
that Shahzad and Sohail
had allegedly recruited and
radicalised the accused
through social media plat-
forms and encrypted com-
munication channels.

“In pursuance of the con-
spiracy, he had established
operational modules in India

and assigned local opera-
tives to carry out grenade
attacks on police establish-
ments,” the agency said.

The NIA identified Dheeraj
as the principal India-based
operative who coordinated
the attacks with local mod-
ules on the directions of the
Pakistan-based handlers.

Probe findings further
revealed that after conduct-
ing reconnaissance of
potential targets, the
accused selected the
women police station in Sir-
sa for the attack. Investiga-
tors also found that the
accused had travelled to
Amritsar in Punjab to pro-
cure the grenade from co-
accused Gurjant Singh.

The grenade attack, car-
ried out on November 25,
2025, was allegedly record-

ed on a mobile phone by the
accused for dissemination
and publicity.

According to the NIA,
the accused remained in
touch with the handlers
and their aides even after
the attack. The investiga-
tion has so far established
a chain involving recruit-
ment, financing, opera-
tional coordination, pro-
curement of explosives
and execution of the terror
act at the behest of Pak-
istan-based operatives.

The agency said it was
continuing its investigation
into the larger conspiracy,
including foreign linkages
and financial channels con-
nected to the case. Efforts
are also underway to trace the
absconding accused, official
sources said.

Sirsa grenade attack: NIA files
chargesheet against 9 accused
Says accused were radicalised through social media, encrypted platforms
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New Delhi, May 26
The Supreme Court on Tues-
day deferred the hearing on
a petition challenging the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court’s order quashing a
chargesheet against eight
Haryana Civil Services
(HCS) officers accused of
securing selection through
favouritism and manipula-
tion in the 2001 recruitment
examination. A Bench of
Justices Vikram Nath and
Sandeep Mehta posted the
matter for hearing on July
21 after state the senior
Additional Advocate Gener-
al, Lokesh Sinhal, informed

it that the Advocate General
was suffering from typhoid.

Questioning the High
Court’s order quashing the
chargesheet, the top court
had, on May 20, asked the
Investigating Officer of the
case to appear before it on
May 26 “along with the rel-
evant material available
with him”.

The Bench had also
requested the Haryana
Advocate General to assist it
in the matter.

SC defers hearing in
HCS recruitment scam

State Advocate
General suffering

from typhoid  
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Chandigarh, May 26
Director General of Police
(DGP) Ajay Singhal on Tues-
day announced that the
state’s Anti-Terrorist Squad
(ATS) is likely to start func-
tioning from June 1, with
dedicated police stations in
Panchkula and Gurugram.
The decision to opera-
tionalise the ATS was taken
after the busting of a “white-
collar terror module” linked
to doctors associated with Al
Falah University last year.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Police Headquarters
in Panchkula, Singhal said,
“An IG-level officer will
head the ATS. Two to three
SP-rank officers will be part
of the team.” The ATS will
now independently handle
terror-related operations,
investigations and intelli-
gence gathering in Haryana,
responsibilities that were
earlier managed by the CID
wing of the state police.

The formation of the spe-
cialised unit was fast-
tracked after the probe into
the November 10, 2025 blast
near the Red Fort, in which
around 15 people were

killed. During investiga-
tions, the role of several doc-
tors linked to Al Falah Uni-
versity in Faridabad and
some individuals from
Kashmir came under the
scanner of investigating
agencies. Authorities had
also recovered nearly 2,900
kg of explosives from two
rooms in Faridabad.

The DGP said Haryana had
also witnessed attacks target-
ing police establishments in
recent months. An explosive
device was detonated near
the Women’s Police Station
in Sirsa on November 25,

2025, while on January 10,
2026, a car loaded with explo-
sives and three gas cylinders
was found parked outside
the Baldev Nagar Police Sta-
tion in Ambala. Both inci-
dents were investigated by
the National Investigation
Agency.

Referring to National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) data, Singhal said
Haryana ranked fourth in
the country in crime rate
under IPC/BNS and fifth
under Special Local Laws.
He attributed this largely to
the high number of power

theft cases and missing
person reports registered in
the state.

“There is free registration
of cases. After an investiga-
tion, Haryana is ranked sec-
ond in India for case cancel-
lations. We want people to
have trust in the police, so
the free registration policy
would continue,” he said.

On recent crime inci-
dents, the DGP claimed
that all recent murder cases
in the state had been
solved. Responding to
questions regarding police
encounters, he denied alle-
gations that police deliber-
ately targeted gangsters in
the legs, while accusing
sections of the media of
sensationalising gangsters.

Singhal also said a consta-
ble posted at a check-post in
Fatehabad had died due to
the heatwave. “There are
200 check- posts that work
round the clock across the
state. We have provided cool-
ers there, and also a liquid
diet to keep them hydrated,”
he said, adding that more
than 40 constables had been
removed from check-post
duties due to extreme
weather conditions.

Anti-Terrorist Squad likely to begin
operations from June 1, says DGP

DGP Ajay Singhal addresses a press conference in Panchkula.

Sirsa, May 26
Haryana politics witnessed
fresh controversy on Tuesday
after INLD’s Rania MLA,
Arjun Chautala, described
himself as a “cockroach”
while attacking the govern-
ment over democracy and the
right to question authority.

The legislator has also cre-
ated an email ID — cock-
roachmla@gmail.com —
and invited people to send
grievances and questions
related to the government.

Speaking to the media,
Arjun said, “Community is
bigger than caste. My entire
generation has been called
cockroaches because we ask
questions. If questions are
not asked, where will democ-
racy survive?” Referring to
the “Cockroach Janata Party”
concept circulating on social
media, he alleged that pages
linked to it were banned after
gaining popularity.

“I want to tell my cockroach
brothers that one more cock-
roach has joined them. This is
not just any cockroach, but a
cockroach who is also an
MLA. The first MLA of the
Cockroach Janata Party has

now emerged,” he said.
Arjun said citizens wanting

to raise issues with the
Haryana Government could
reach out to him through
email. He added that elected
representatives have the
authority to seek answers
from the government through
official procedures.

The INLD MLA said the
“Cockroach Janata Party”
represented an ideology
that aligned with his think-
ing. “I have continuously
fought for youth issues and
raised questions in the
Assembly,” he said.

He further claimed that the
move had the blessings of
INLD supremo Abhay Chau-
tala. “Our party is INLD and
youths in our party are cock-
roaches because youngsters
who ask questions are being
labelled that way,” he added.

Meanwhile, JJP youth
wing chief and Arjun’s
cousin Digvijay Chautala
took a swipe at the remarks.
“Our old party always has our
sympathy. Today the party has
broken and one MLA has joined
a cockroach party. It is a matter
of concern,” he said. — OC

Arjun Chautala’s ‘I am a
cockroach MLA’ remark
sparks political storm 
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Chandigarh, May 26
Heatwave tightened its
grip on the state on Tues-
day, with Sirsa recording
the highest day tempera-
ture at 46°C, according to
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD). There
is no respite on May 27,
too, as IMD has issued an
orange alert for the state. 

The second hottest place
on Tuesday was Rohtak,
which recorded 45.6°C,
followed by Bhiwani at
44.5°C and Narnaul at
44°C. However, some
respite is in sight. “A west-
ern disturbance is expect-
ed to hit Haryana around
May 28, and its impact will
remain till May 30,” said
Director, IMD, Chandi-
garh, Surender Paul. 

On May 28, a thunder-
storm with gusty winds at
speeds of 60-70 kmph is
likely at isolated places
over Panchkula, Ambala,
Yamunanagar, Kuruk-
shetra, Kaithal, Karnal,
and Panipat. Light to mod-
erate rainfall is likely to
occur in these districts. 

Thunderstorm with gusty
winds and heatwave are

likely at isolated places over
Mahendragarh, Rewari,
Jhajjar, Gurugram, Nuh,
Palwal, Faridabad, Rohtak,
Sonepat, Fatehabad, Hisar,
Jind, Bhiwani, Charkhi
Dadri, and Sirsa. Light to
moderate rainfall is likely in
these districts as well. 

For May 29 and May 30,
light to moderate rainfall is
likely at many places over
Panchkula, Ambala, Yamu-
nanagar, Kurukshetra,
Kaithal, Karnal, Sonepat,
and Panipat. Light to moder-
ate rainfall is likely at a few
places over Mahendragarh,
Rewari, Jhajjar, Gurugram,
Nuh, Palwal, Faridabad,
Rohtak, Fatehabad, Hisar,
Jind, Bhiwani, and Charkhi
Dadri. Light to moderate
rainfall is likely at Sirsa. 

The IMD forecasts no
large change in maximum
temperatures during the
next two days. “There-
after, there is a fall by 6-
8°C for May 29, May 30,
and May 31; and then rise
by 2-4°C,” he said.

Rain, thunderstorm
likely for three days
from tomorrow 

Sirsa records highest
day temperature 

of 46°C 

Sumedha Sharma
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Gurugram, May 26
In a swift response to the dev-
astating fire at the Gurugram
District and Sessions Court,
the authorities have constitut-
ed a seven-member Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to
conduct a probe into the inci-
dent. The SIT, led by ACP
(Sadar) Dharambir Singh, will
operate under the supervision
of DCP (West) Karan Goyal.

The move follows a spot
inspection by Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory (FSL)
teams and the “Scene of
Crime” unit, which are
working to determine how
the fire originated in the
court’s record room.

Despite the extensive dam-
age to the record room and
the subsequent closure of the
main court complex, District
and Sessions Judge Naren-
der Sura has confirmed that
judicial operations remain
seamless. To prevent any
inconvenience to the public

and legal fraternity, all judi-
cial proceedings previously
held in the affected building
have been temporarily shift-
ed to the PWD Rest House.

He said the judiciary was
working in close coordination
with the district administra-
tion to reconstruct damaged
case files and ensure that
urgent matters, such as bail
and stay pleas, continued to
be heard as scheduled.

The transition to the tempo-
rary court premises at the
PWD Rest House has been
supported by the Gurugram
Bar Association. President
Chandra Kant Sharma urged
the public to ignore rumours
regarding the status of court
work, assuring that proceed-
ings were being conducted in
a systematic manner.

While the assessment of
the damage is pending due to
lingering heat and structural
safety concerns, officials said
the reconstruction of records
will be handled in a phased,
priority-based manner. 

7-member SIT to probe
Gurugram court fire
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Chandigarh, May 26
The Haryana Govern-
ment has revised the
gazetted holiday for Id-ul-
Zuha (Bakrid), declaring
May 28 as a holiday across
the state.

According to a notifica-
tion issued by the state
Chief Secretary, Anurag
Rastogi, the holiday will
be observed in all the gov-
ernment departments,
boards, corporations, edu-
cational institutions and
other establishments func-
tioning under the state
government.

Earlier, the gazetted holi-
day for Bakrid had been
notified for May 27. 

The revised notification
changes the holiday date in
accordance with the obser-
vance of the festival.

The Haryana Govern-
ment has also clarified
that the holiday on May
28 would be observed
under Section 25 of the
Negotiable Instruments
Act, 1881, making it
applicable to institutions
covered under the Act 
as well.

State govt
reschedules
Id-ul-Zuha 
holiday  to
May 28

Mewat celebrates Padma
Shri for artist Gaffruddin 
Sumedha Sharma
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Nuh, May 26
Long associated with crime
and social unrest, Mewat is
witnessing a rare moment of
pride and cultural celebration
after folk artist Gaffruddin
Mewati Jogi was conferred
the Padma Shri, India’s
fourth-highest civilian hon-
our, in the field of Art.

The award has brought
national attention to the
region’s rich but fading cul-
tural traditions and trans-
formed Gaffruddin into a
symbol of Mewat’s indige-
nous heritage. A master of the
Bhapang — a rare single-
string percussion instrument
believed to be inspired by
Lord Shiva’s damru —
Gaffruddin is also regarded as
the last surviving custodian of
“Pandun ka Kada,” a cen-
turies-old Mewati oral folk tra-
dition. The art form comprises
over 2,500 dohas (couplets)
narrating episodes from the
Mahabharata, especially the
Pandavas’ exile in Viratnagar,
present-day Alwar.

Representing the eighth
generation of his family to
preserve the tradition,
Gaffruddin has spent
decades keeping alive a cul-
tural legacy that blends
music, storytelling and com-

munal harmony.
His journey, however, has

been marked by hardship. He
began performing alongside
his father at the age of four
and often went from door to
door collecting flour to sup-
port the family. Today, the
same artist has emerged as a
global ambassador of Mewati
culture, performing in over 60
countries, including presti-

gious events attended by
Queen Elizabeth in London.

Following the announce-
ment of the Padma Shri, vil-
lages across Mewat have start-
ed organising felicitation
ceremonies to honour the
artist. The recognition has
also reignited conversations
around the urgent need to
preserve the region’s tradi-
tional arts and crafts.
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I੨ੱੀਂ" ੱਯ੍I" ੜਵੀਂਜ"ਭ੨੦ੀਝਙ"ਜ੍ੁੰੀਂ੨
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