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BANGKOK

Isharani stuns 2nd seed to
enter Thailand quarters
India’s Isharani Baruah upset
second seed Sung Shuo Yun of
South Korea to enter the
women’s singles quarterfinals
of the Thailand Masters bad-
minton event. The world No. 48
beat the 34th ranked Sung 21-
13 14-21 21-14. Devika Shaig
too knocked out a seeded play-
er, beating Taipei’s Tung Ciou-
Tong 21-14 21-14. Tharun Man-
nepalli beat Taipei’s Ting
Yen-Chen 21-17 14-21 24-22 in
men’s singles. However, sev-
enth seed Kiran George went
down against Indonesia’s
Prahdiska Bagas Shujiwo 16-21
11-21. Mithun Manjunath came
up short against Lee Zii Jia, los-
ing 21-11 16-21 12-21.

MELBOURNE

Former India hockey coach
Michael Nobbs dies
Former Australian hockey play-
er Michael Nobbs, who
coached the Indian men’s
team at the 2012 London
Olympics, has died after a pro-
longed illness. He was 72 years
old and is survived by his wife
Lee Capes, a former Australian
women’s international, and
daughter Kaitlin, who is a cur-
rent Hockeyroos star. Nobbs
represented Australia as a
defender, earning 76 interna-
tional caps for Australia
between 1979 and 1985. 

NEW DELHI

Senthilkumar, Chotrani
advance in Squash on Fire
Reigning men’s national cham-
pion Velavan Senthilkumar
and Veer Chotrani advanced in
the Squash on Fire Open in
Washington with hard-fought
first-round wins in the PSA
Bronze-level event. World No.
46 Senthilkumar rallied to
beat England’s Tom Walsh 12-
14, 11-8, 11-8, 11-6. World No.
49 Chotrani edged out Hun-
gary’s Balazs Farkas 6-11, 9-11,
11-5, 11-9, 11-3. Women’s
national champion and sev-
enth seed Anahat Singh
received a first-round bye.

NOIDA

Delhi Dangal Warriors enter
semifinals after thrilling win
Delhi Dangal Warriors clinched
a semifinal berth with a narrow
5-4 victory over Punjab Royals
in the final league match of the
Pro Wrestling League. Needing
an outright win to avoid relying
on technical calculations, Delhi
delivered under pressure to fin-
ish second in the standings.
Punjab are already in the semis.

MANAMA

Sharma closes with 4 birdies
in round of 66 to lie third
Indian golfer Shubhankar
Sharma fired four closing
birdies for a solid 6-under 66
to be tied-third on the opening
day of the Bahrain Champi-
onship. Sharma, who seems
to have finally become com-
fortable with his new set of
clubs, was behind co-leaders
Alejandro del Rey of Spain and
German Alexander Schott,
who carded a 7-under 65
each. Yuvraj Sandhu also had
a good start with a 2-under 70
and was tied-31st.

CAIRO

Senegal coach banned over
Cup of Nations final fracas 
The Confederation of African
Football has suspended Sene-
gal coach Pape Thiaw for five
games and fined him
$100,000 for “unsporting con-
duct” after he told his players
to leave the pitch during the
Cup of Nations final against
Morocco. CAF also fined Sene-
gal’s federation $615,000.

SYDNEY

Molineux to succeed Healy 
as Australia captain
Spin bowling all-rounder
Sophie Molineux was on
Thursday appointed the Aus-
tralian women’s T20 captain
for the series against ODI
world champions India next
month and will succeed
Alyssa Healy as the leader
across formats. AGENCIES

BRIEFLY
Vinayak Padmadeo

Tribune News Service

New Delhi, January 29
A simple press release from
Hockey India (HI) to
announce a 33-member core
probable squad for the FIH
Men’s Pro League con-
firmed the speculation that
former India captain Man-
preet Singh’s days with the
team could be over.

The announcement fuelled
further speculations that it
was done at the behest of HI
president Dilip Tirkey to
stop Manpreet from break-
ing his record for most inter-
national appearances by an
Indian. Manpreet is one
match shy of Tirkey’s 412
international caps.

However, it is understood
that Manpreet, Dilpreet
Singh and Krishan Pathak
have all been dropped for dis-
ciplinary reasons. What rais-
es eyebrows is the fact that all
three played in the Hockey
India League final recently.
Krishan and Dilpreet won the
HIL with the Kalinga
Lancers, while Manpreet was
on the losing side playing for
the Ranchi Royals.

However, all three have
been put in the dock for a
disciplinary breach during
India’s tour of South Africa
in December. India played
two Test matches and a
friendly game between
December 7 and 10.

After allegedly consuming
cannabis-infused gummies,
Sukhjit Singh became nau-
seous and missed a team
meeting. The matter was

brought to India coach Craig
Fulton’s attention and it was
revealed that Sukhjit was
allegedly supplied the gum-
mies by Manpreet, Dilpreet

and Pathak. Interestingly,
Fulton, despite talking to
the team about the incident,
never sent a written report
of the matter to HI.

However, several members
of the team, including the
coaching staff, were per-
turbed that a serious matter
was being underplayed. At

least two members of the
touring party have confirmed
this incident to The Tribune.
A source told The Tribune
that Sukhjit had lost all his
bearings the night before the
meeting and needed to be
attended to throughout the
night and the next morning.

Further, HI officials,
including Tirkey and secre-
tary general Bhola Nath
Singh, are aware of the mat-
ter. Despite repeated
attempts, Tirkey could not
be reached for comments.

Fulton, however, in a state-
ment released on Thursday
called the decision to drop
them as a means to manage
their workloads. “Post the
Hero Hockey India League,
we felt this was the right time
to rotate the squad. We have
rested a few senior players to
manage workload, while
rewarding performances
from players who have
earned their opportunity. The
Pro League legs in Rourkela
and Hobart are an important
part of the selection process
as we move towards finalis-
ing the World Cup and Asian
Games squad,” he said.

The players will now head
to Rourkela, Odisha, for the
camp, which will be held
from February 1 to 7. The Pro
League matches will be held
at the Birsa Munda Interna-
tional Hockey Stadium in
Rourkela from February 10 to
15. The home leg will be fol-
lowed by matches in Hobart,
Australia, from February 21
to 25, while the European leg
will be held in June.

Manpreet, Dilpreet, Pathak dropped from core probable group for ‘disciplinary’ reasons

Rested or punished?

Manpreet Singh is one game short of current HI president Dilip Tirkey’s 412 caps, which is a
record for most international appearances by an Indian. HI

❝Post the Hero Hockey India League, we felt this was
the right time to rotate the squad. We have rested a
few senior players to manage workload, while
rewarding performances from players who have
earned their opportunity. The Pro League legs in
Rourkela and Hobart are an important part of the
selection process as we move towards finalising the
World Cup and Asian Games squad❞ Craig Fulton, INDIA COACH

It is understood that Manpreet, Dilpreet
and Pathak have all been dropped for
an alleged disciplinary breach during
India’s tour of South Africa in December 

Wijk Aan Zee (Netherlands), Jan 29
India’s top-rated chess
player Arjun Erigaisi could
not match the skills of Vin-
cent Keymer of Germany in
key moments and crashed
to another defeat in the 10th
round of Tata Steel Masters.

World champion D
Gukesh fought his way back
into contention, delivering
an endgame masterclass
against young prodigy Yagiz
Kaan Erdogmus. Playing
with black pieces, Gukesh
secured another clinical vic-
tory to take his tally to a
respectable five points out
of a possible 10. However,
the Indian ace will need an
exceptional performance in
the final three rounds if he
is to truly stamp his author-
ity as the world champion.

With just four points from
10 games, Erigaisi, the high-
est-ranked Indian, has plenty
of ground to make up. R
Praggnanandhaa settled for a
draw with Hans Moke Nie-
mann. Matthias Bluebaum of
Germany continued with his
great form to beat Anish Giri
after defeating Gukesh in the
previous round, while Jorden
van Foreest of Holland
played out a draw with
Javokhir Sindarov as both
added to their overnight tally
to reach six points. 

Meanwhile, Grandmaster
and World Cup winner
Divya Deshmukh will
make her debut at Norway
Chess later this year, becom-
ing the youngest player to
compete in the women’s
tournament. — PTI

Gukesh beats Erdogmus
but Erigaisi loses again

D Gukesh beat Yagiz Kaan Erdogmus. FILE

Visakhapatnam, January 29 
On a clement night, Shivam
Dube underlined his growing
comfort against pace bowling
during his 23-ball 65 blitz
against New Zealand, and the
India all-rounder attributed
the upgrade to an improved
“mindset” that made him a
“smarter” cricketer.

Of course, Dube’s 29-run
barrage against leg-spinner
Ish Sodhi will hog the lime-
light, but equally important
were the three sixes he
fetched against pacers Jacob
Duffy and Matt Henry.

It was a clear statement that
he can no longer be kept qui-
et by simply bringing in a
pacer, and many oppositions
will be squirming in the plan-
ning room with that new
angle in Dube’s batting.

But for the man himself,
the improvement was
because of the regular chance

he is getting in top-flight
cricket. “It’s just the hard
work which I’m doing. I’m
getting better with my mind-
set because I’m playing all
those matches and batting in
that situation. So, I know
what’s going to happen,
what are the main things
which a bowler is going to
come to me,” Dube said.

Dube has also got regular
chances to bowl in this
series. “That’s the key
point for my batting and
bowling as well. I’m
bowling thanks to Gauti
bhai (Gautam Gambhir)
and Surya bhai (Suryaku-
mar Yadav). They have giv-
en me the bowling oppor-
tunity. So, when you bowl,
you become a little
smarter. So, I’m working
on that as well and trying
to develop some more
skills,” he added. — PTI

Getting better with
my mindset: Dube 

Vadodara, January 29 
Former champions Royal
Challengers Bengaluru ham-
mered UP Warriorz by eight
wickets to enter the WPL
final and virtually knock the
opposition out of the playoff
race here on Thursday.

Nadine de Klerk’s superb
4/22 and Grace Harris’ 2/22
powered a spirited RCB
comeback with the ball as
UP Warriorz squandered a
blazing start to settle for a
below-par 143/8 after Smriti
Mandhana opted to field.
Promoted opener Deepti
Sharma struck a fluent 55
off 43 balls, while skipper
Meg Lanning scored 41.

Harris then turned on the
heat with the bat, smash-
ing a blistering 75 off 37
balls as RCB stormed
home with 41 balls to spare.
Mandhana remained
unbeaten on 54 off 27 balls.

The comprehensive win
took RCB to 12 points, seal-
ing their place in the final
and helping them finish atop
the five-team standings.

For UP Warriorz, the
defeat left their campaign
hanging by a thread, with
the side languishing at the

bottom with four points and
the worst net run-rate
despite a game in hand.
Brief scores: UP Warriorz:
143/8 (Deepti 55, Lanning 41;
de Klerk 4/22, Harris 2/22);
Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru: 147/2 (Harris 75,
Mandhana 54*). — PTI

Harris stars as RCB hammer
Warriorz to enter WPL final

Grace Harris

smashed 75

off 37 balls. PTI

MELBOURNE, January29 
Aryna Sabalenka swept to
her fourth successive Aus-
tralian Open final with a 6-2
6-3 victory over Ukrainian
Elina Svitolina on Thurs-
day in a semifinal overshad-
owed by geopolitical ten-
sion and will play familiar
rival Elena Rybakina next.

Rybakina set up a block-
buster rematch of the 2023
final at Melbourne Park
by overcoming American
Jessica Pegula 6-3 7-6(7),
as the Russian-born Kaza-
kh ramped up her own
hunt for a second Major

title following her 2022
Wimbledon triumph.

Top-seeded Belarusian
Sabalenka will seek her
third title at the tournament
in four years and fifth Grand
Slam trophy overall after
another dominant display at
what is now firmly her
favourite hunting ground.

“I just can’t believe that.
It’s an incredible achieve-
ment but the job is not
done yet,” world No. 1
Sabalenka said. “I’m super
happy with the win. She’s
such a tough opponent and
has been playing incredible

tennis the whole week.” 
The defining moment

for Sabalenka proved to
be a hindrance call from
the chair umpire mid-rally
in the first set for a late
non-standard grunt, a
decision that stood follow-
ing a video review and left
the player fuming.

“It was the wrong call, but
whatever,” Sabalenka said.

“She really — how do I say
in a nice way — pissed me off,
and it helped me and benefit-
ed my game. I was more
aggressive. I was not happy
with the call.” — Reuters

Australian Open: Sabalenka,
Rybakina set up title clash

LONDON, January 29
Real Madrid missed out on
automatic qualification for
the Champions League
knockout rounds as they
crumbled to a 4-2 defeat at
Benfica on a frenetic final
night of group-stage action
across Europe on Wednesday.

Kylian Mbappe’s goal had
put the 15-time winners on
course for the win they need-
ed to secure a top-eight fin-
ish, but their night ended in
chaos as Jose Mourinho’s
Benfica roared back.

Benfica were still heading
for elimination despite lead-
ing 3-2 but goalkeeper Ana-
toliy Trubin scored their
fourth goal in the 98th-
minute — a header that
meant the Portuguese giants
crept into the playoffs on goal
difference in 24th spot. 

Real, who began the night
third but ended it ninth and
could face Norwegian
upstarts Bodo/Glimt in the
playoffs, also had Raul
Asencio and Rodrygo sent
off in stoppage time. 

Holders Paris St Germain
also slipped out of the top
eight as they could only
draw 1-1 at home to New-
castle United — a result
that left both sides facing a
playoff despite starting the

final night in the automatic
places. Liverpool thrashed
Qarabag 6-0 to end their
group campaign in style
and finish in third place —
Alexis Mac Allister scoring
twice and Mohamed Salah
also among the goals.

Barcelona began the
evening in ninth spot but
spared themselves a playoff
tie as they came from a goal
down to beat Copenhagen 4-
1. Goals from Robert
Lewandowski, Lamine
Yamal, Raphinha and Mar-
cus Rashford ensured they
finished fifth, one place
behind surprise package Tot-
tenham Hotspur who won 2-
0 at Eintracht Frankfurt.

Chelsea trailed 2-1 at
Napoli but two goals by
Joao Pedro earned them a 3-
2 win to clinch sixth spot
while defeat left Napoli
down and out in 30th place. 

That meant five of the six
English clubs are in the
last-16 and could yet be
joined by Newcastle. 

Manchester City beat
Galatasaray 2-0 at home to
jump from 11th to eighth and
spare themselves a repeat
of last season when they
failed to reach the last-16
after losing to Real Madrid
in the playoffs. — Reuters

Real Madrid, PSG miss
automatic qualification

WPL
MI VS GG

STAR SPORTS 7:30PM

AUSTRALIAN OPEN TENNIS
SONY SPORTS 9AM

TODAY ON TV

Elena Rybakina beat Jessica Pegula, while Aryna Sabalenka defeated Elina Svitolina. REUTERS
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