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Defamation
case: No relief
for Rahul

THE GUJARAT HIGH Court on
Tuesday refused to grant
interim relief to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on his
pleaforstayof convictionina
2019 criminal defamation
case over his"Modi surname”
remark, saying no protection
can be granted to him at this
stage and it will pass a final
order post-summer vacation
which ends in early June.

PTI
UIDALI: Residents
can verify email,
mobile number
THE UIDAI ON
M Tuesdayannounced
E=\\W theaddition ofa
new facility on its

website and mobile app to
allow residents toverify their
mobile numbers and email IDs
seeded with Aadhaar.This
comes after the Aadhaar
custodian noticed thatin
some instances residents were
not aware or sure about which
of their mobile numbersis
seeded to their Aadhaar.

NCLAT sets aside
CCI’s 6-year-old
penalty on ITC

The National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
has setaside the penalty
imposed on multi-
conglomerate ITC by fair trade
regulator CCI for not notifying
for the acquisition of brands
“Savlon”and “Shower to
Shower”in 2017.

PTI

PTI

BUILDING A CONSENSUS
India, China
for 'pathways'
to reduce use

of fossi

SARITA CHAGANTI SINGH
New Delhi, May 2

INDIA, BACKED BY China, is
trying to build a consensus
within the G20 group to let
countries choose a roadmap to
cut carbon emissions instead of
settingadeadlinetoend theuse
of fossil fuels, three Indian gov-
ernment officials said.

India, the current G20 pres-
ident,iskeen onintroducing the
phrase “multiple energy path-
ways” in a communique to be
released at a group summit in
September and has been sup-
ported by countries including
China and South Africa, one of
the officials said. The three offi-
cials declined to be identified
since they were not authorised
to speak to media.

Multiple pathways for
energy transition would enable
countries to choose resources,
even coal, while working
towards plans on net zero emis-
sions.At a meeting of the G20
Energy Transitions Working
Group in Gujarat last month,
India opposed a deadline pro-
posed byrich nationstoend the
use of coal, said the official who
was at the meeting. Coal
accounts for nearly three-
fourths of India’s annual elec-
tricity generation, according to
government data, and New
Delhi has long defended its use
of the fuel, citing lower emis-
sions per capita, compared to
other countries.

China supported India dur-
ing the meeting, saying it can-
not put a timeline on ending
fossil fuel dependence and
would want to put “all”its avail-
able resources to optimum use,
the official said.

Thetwo countriesare thetop

| fuels

ONE VOICE

M At a meeting of the
G20 Energy
Transitions Working
Group last momth,
India opposed a
deadline proposed
by rich nations to end
the use of coal

B China supported
India during the
meeting, saying it
cannot put a timeline
on ending fossil fuel
dependence

two consumers of coal in the
world. China’s foreign affairs
and environment ministries did
not respond to queries sent by
Reuters.

The Indian power ministry
declined comment. The min-
istries of environment and
renewable energy did not
respond. Officials saiditwas the
first time India used the phrase
“multiple pathways” in global
climate negotiations against
repeated demands by Western
nations to end coal usage.

A second official said the
phraseisin conformitywiththe
2015 Paris Agreement on cli-
mate change that favours“com-
mon but differentiated respon-
sibilities”.

CECLANER
RAJASTHAN'S DRAFT GIG WORKERS LAW

In a first-of-its-kind
move, the Rajasthan
government is drafting a
law to mandate key
protections for
gig/platform workers
while the Congress
Party has promised a
similar coverinits
manifesto for the
Karnataka polls. Surabhi
takes a look at the
proposed Rajasthan law
and its likely impact

The proposed law

GIG/PLATFORM workers such as
delivery executives for Blinkit or
drivers on the Ola/Uber platforms
or the beauty workers on Urban
Company, among the millions
others, lack key protections such as
social security, financial assistance
in case of accidents/emergencies,
despite being key links in the new
economy.

While the Centre is planning
various measures, the Rajasthan
government has announced its
intent to bring key protections for
them. The state Budget FY24
proposed a Gig Workers' Welfare
Act, a Gig Workers' Welfare Board
and an allocation of 200 crore for
the Gig Workers Welfare and
Development Fund. In doing so,
Rajasthan became the first state to
announce such measures.

PROPOSED GIG
WORKERS' WELFARE &
DEVELOPMENT FUND

1% cess

ON CONSUMERS,
ON VALUE OF
SERVICE/DELIVERY

WELFARE FUND
PROMISED BY CONGIN
K'TAKAMANIFESTO

3-4 lakh

ESTIMATED GIGWORKERS
INTHE STATE

Is the Centre working on safeguards for gig workers?

SINCE LABOUR is part of the
Concurrent list of the
Constitution, both the Centre
and states can enact laws on it.
More states could follow suit
with Rajasthan taking the lead.
In its election manifesto for
the Karnataka state elections,
the Congress Party has also
promised to set up a gig

workers' welfare fund with a
%3,000-crore seed money
allocation.

In August 2021, the Centre
had launched the e-Shram portal
for creation of a comprehensive
national database of
unorganised workers, including
gig workers and platform
workers.

—  Likely impact
SOME BELIEVETHE
move to be a pre-poll
promise (Assembly polls
scheduled to take place
later this year). Many of
the state's 3 lakh gig-
workers turned to such
work after losing jobs
during the Covid
pandemic. But there are
also concerns about
how levying the cess on
consumers will pan out.
The Blinkit rider strike
had highlighted the
poorworking conditions
and the lack of legal

recourse forthem.
Current status of the draft Bill Existing
THE DRAFT BILL is being finalised. It protections
reportedly proposes a welfare board to BY THE VERY nature of

formulate schemes for the benefit of gig
workers as well as provide them with
financial assistance. Itis understood to
have also proposed a welfare cess of 1%
on consumers based on the value of the
service or delivery. Further, it is reported

to prescribe stringent fines agai

violations by aggregators and seeks to
put more accountability with regard to
the interests of the “independent

partners” on the firms.

The state seems to recognise the
need for legislating protection. CM
Ashok Gehlot said in February, at the time
of the release of the state Budget FY24,
“The scope of gig economy is increasing
and the number of gig workers has
increased to 3-4 lakh in the state. Till now,
there was no arrangement of social

security for them.”

The long-pending Code on
Social Security 2020 envisages
social security benefits through
formulation of schemes for gig
and platform workers that can
be implemented through the
Employees' Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) and
Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC).

their work, gig workers
are seen as being
outside the traditional
employer-employee
relationship. Hence,
they don't have social-
security/other rights
that formal-sector
workers have.

Some companies
give some form of
health and life cover,
though not legally
mandated so far. The
Union labour ministry
has been urging
platforms to provide
basic social security
fortheir "independent
partners”.

nst

It also provides for setting up
a social security fund, and one of
the sources of fund is a fixed
contribution from the
aggregator—up to 1-2% of
annual turnover of the
aggregator.

However, it remains to be
notified along with the three
other labour Codes.

® REMI MAILLARD , PRESIDENT AND MANAGING DIRECTOR, AIRBUS INDIA

Hindenburg

‘India a strategic resource hub’

Aerospace multinational
corporation, Airbus sees India
as a strategic resource hub,
which offers the right mix of
competency and
competitiveness. The
company is helping develop
aviation and aerospace
ecosystem in the country by
increasing its sourcing for
both, its manufacturing and
high-end engineering work.
Rémi Maillard, president
and managing director of
India and South Asia, tells Fe’s
Rohit Vaid that the
company's partnership with
Tata Group, for defence
production, will fully address
the government’s
commitment towards
domestic production in the
area of defence. Excerpts:

Q.The government is keen
that global companies build
assembly lines within the
country.What is Airbus’
strategyin this
regard?’Make in India'is at
the heart of Airbus’
strategy.

Weare helping
develop the aviation
and aerospace
ecosystem in the
country by
increasing our
manufacturing
sourcing from the country
aswell as our own high-end
engineering work here.The
C295 programme has
opened the doors for the first
‘Make In India’aerospace
programme for the private
sector. The final assembly
line that we will build with
our partners, the Tata Group,
in Gujarat for this
programme will significantly
contribute towards making
India self-reliant in defence
production.

Q.Howwill this objective be
met?

It will bring together the
best of the private and public
sectors as well as the best of
MSMEs to develop the
defence manufacturing
industryin the country.The
programme will unlock the
potential for cutting-edge
design,component

fi-nﬂnci“. ep. .in

_Airbus supports nearly
10,000 jobs in India
today. By 2025, this
number will rise to
12,000, including 5,000
Airbus employees. The

C295 military aircraft
programme will lead to
the creation of an
additional 15,000
skilled direct and
10,000 indirect jobs
over 10 years

manufacturing, aircraft
assembly and services
capabilities across the value
chain, fullyaddressing the
Government of India’s stated
ambition of an
‘AatmaNirbhar Bharat’in
defence manufacturing.

Q.Does India have the
potential tobecome a hub
for servicesand
components in the region?
We see Indiaasa strategic
resource hubwhich offersa
right mix of competency
and competitiveness.
Thisisthereasonwe
have developed a full-
fledged engineering
centrein Bengaluru,a
futuristic digital centre in
Bengaluruand a state-of-the-
art pilot training school in
Gurgaon,all employing more
than 2,500 people.Our
engineering centre designs
and develops critical
technologies and systems
acrossall ouraircraft
programmes,whereas our
digital centreis the largest
outside Europeand akey
contributor to the digital
transformation of the Group.
Airbusis constantly increasing
its sourcing from India.We
export componentsand
servicesworth $700 million
everyyear from morethan 45
Indian suppliers. Recently,we
awarded the contract to
manufacture cargoand bulk
cargodoors of theA320neo
aircraft familytoTata
Advanced Systems (TASL).

Q.What’s your outlook on
deepening the engagement
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