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After accepting lapses at its
warehouse in Haryana’s
Manesar, Amazon India has
claimedtohavestarted“disci-
plinary proceedings” against
those who allegedly tried to
stop workers from taking
water and toilet breaks.

A company spokesperson
told Business Standard that
Amazonwascommittedtothe
safety and well-being of its
employees.

“Disciplinary proceedings
havebeeninitiatedagainst the
people involved in the inci-
dent.Theprocess isunderway
andweare lookingat apoten-
tial case of ‘separation’ for the
people involved within the
nextweekor two,” the spokes-
personadded.

Lastmonth,variousmedia
reports suggested that its
employeeswere forcedto take
a pledge that they “will
achieve the target, and refrain
fromusingthewashroomand
avoid drinking water breaks,”
so as to complete the target.

Earlier on Monday, in a
detailed response to the cen-
tral labour ministry’s query
on thematter, Amazon India
admitted toworkplace safety
lapses at thewarehouse.

“Amazon India was in
constant touch with the rel-
evantauthorities andencour-
ages themtovisit its facilities
to seenot just theworkplaces
but also how the policies are
implemented,” the spokes-
person added. SHIVA RAJORA

Half of adults in
India physically
inactive: Lancet

NANDINI SINGH
New Delhi, 26 June

I
s ourmodern lifestyle leadingus toward
a health crisis? According to a recent
report bymedical journal Lancet, signs
point in that direction. The report high-

lights a troubling trend: a worldwide rise in
physical inactivity, notably prominent in cer-
tain regions, including India.

In India, 49.4 per cent of adults did
not meet the recommended levels of
physical activity in 2022, followed closely by
Pakistan at 45.7 per cent, according to the
Lancet study.

The study also revealed that a significantly
higher proportion of women in India (57 per
cent) were insufficiently active compared to
men (42 per cent).

In India, a little over 22 per cent of adults
did not meet the recommended levels of
physical activity in the year 2000, while in
2010, close to 34 per cent of the adults were
insufficiently physically active, the research-
ers found. They projected that in 2030, 60
per cent of the adults could be insufficiently
engaging in physical activity, should current
trends continue.

This also reflects the broader trends across
SouthAsia. On average, women in the region
were 14 per cent more likely than men to

report insufficient physical activity levels.
An international team of researchers,

including those from the World Health
Organization (WHO), reported that the South
Asian region ranked second highest globally
(at 45 per cent) for adults being insufficiently
physically active, after the high-incomeAsia
Pacific region (at 48 per cent).

In contrast, Bhutan and Nepal report
much lower inactivity rates at 9.9 per cent
and 8.2 per cent, respectively.

Authors of the study found that about a
third of the adults globally (31.3 per cent)were
‘insufficiently physically active’ – defined (by
WHO) as not performing at least 150minutes
of moderate-intensity physical activity per
week or 75 minutes of vigorous-intensity
physical activity per week.

They noted a concerning rise in physical
inactivity among adults, with a five percent-
age point increase observed between 2010
and 2022. If this trend continues, inactivity
levels could rise to 35 per cent by 2030, steer-
ing the world further away from the global
target to reduce physical inactivity by then.

“These new findings highlight a lost
opportunity to reduce cancer, heart
disease, and improve mental well-being
through increased physical activity,” said
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO
Director-General.

Will take 'appropriate' action
in warehouse case: Amazon

T20 WORLD CUP:
INDIA TO PLAY ENGLAND
IN 2ND SEMIFINAL TODAY
IndiawilltakeondefendingchampionsEnglandinthesecond
semifinaloftheT20WorldCup2024atProvidenceStadium,Guyana,
at8PMISTonThursday.Thesecondsemifinal,betweenSouthAfrica
andAfghanistan,willalsobeplayedonThursday,atBrianLara
Stadium, Trinidadat6AMIST.Thewinnersofthesegameswill
meetinthesummitclashatKensingtonOval,Bridgetown,
Barbados,onSaturday(8PMIST).
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SA vs AFG
Matches played 2
South Africa won 2
Afghanistan won 0

IND vs ENG
Matches Played 23
India won 12
England won 11

HEAD-TO-HEAD
IN T20S

Labourministryseeks
reportfromTNgovt

NO HIRING OF MARRIED WOMEN AT FOXCONN

SHIVARAJORA
New Delhi, 26 June

The Ministry of Labour and
Employment on Wednesday
said it has sought a report
from the Tamil Nadu labour
department,amidreports that
marriedwomenarenotbeing
allowed to work at Foxconn
India’s Apple iPhone unit in
Sriperumbudur.

“[The] Ministry of Labour
and Employment has taken
note of variousmedia reports
claimingthatmarriedwomen
are not being allowed towork
at Foxconn India Apple
iPhoneplant. In light of these
reports, the ministry has
requested a detailed report
from the labour department
of the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment,” the labour ministry
said. The statement added
that Section 5 of the Equal
Remuneration Act, 1976 stip-
ulated that no discrimination
was to bemadewhile recruit-
ingmale and femaleworkers.

“Asthestategovernment is
the appropriate authority for

the enforcement and admin-
istration of the provisions of
this Act, hence the report has
been sought from the state
government. The office of the
regionalchief labourcommis-
sioner has also been directed
to furnish the factual report,”
the statement added.

Reuters has reported that
the Taiwan-headquartered
manufacturer relaxes this
practice of not hiringmarried
women during high-produc-
tionperiodsonlywhenit faces
labour shortages.

In 1965, a Supreme Court
judgmentstruckdownaphar-
maceuticalcompany’spractice
of terminating the employ-
ment of women in its packag-
ing and labelling department
when they got married. The
four judges in the case deter-
mined there was “nothing to
show that married women
would necessarily be more
likelytobeabsentthanunmar-
riedwomen,” and “there is no
good and convincing reason
why such a rule should con-
tinue,” according toReuters.

HOW COUNTRIES MOVE

59.9 Estimated inactivity rate in
Indiaby2030 if current trendpersists

WHO STANDARDS
>At least
150
minutesof
moderate
-intensity
physical
activityper
week

>Physicalactivity
encompassesall
formsof
movement,
includingwalking,
cycling,sports,
activerecreation,&
householdchores
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