
‘Victory is 
becoming 
a reality’
Agencies 
TEL AVIV 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu hailed the end of the 
Bashar al-Assad regime in Da-
mascus seeing it as a might blow 
for Hamas, who relied on its aid. 
Netanyahu believes that it’s only a 
matter of time before Israel 
achieves victory in its war in Gaza. 

"The complete victory that 
they mocked is becoming a reality 
today. After the fall of the regime 
in Damascus, Hamas is more iso-
lated than ever. It accepted the 
disintegration of the arenas. It ex-
pected help from Hezbollah, Iran, 
and the Assad regime - that will 
no longer happen. This opens 
another opening for advancing a 
deal," said Netanyahu. 

He acknowledged Israel is 
close to a hostage agreement with 
Hamas but would not comment 
on reports that the terror group 
has prepared a list of hostages to 
potentially be released. 

“The collapse of the Syrian re-
gime is a direct result of the se-
vere blows we inflicted on Hamas, 
Hezbollah, and Iran. I would like 
to clarify: challenges are still ex-
pected in the campaign, and our 
hand is outstretched," Netanyahu 
added.  

AP 
WASHINGTON 

The US State Department said 
on Monday that its designation 
of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) 
as a "foreign terrorist organ-
ization" is not under active re-
view, despite the group's 
recent role in overthrowing 
Bashar Assad’s government. 
However, officials noted such 
designations are subject to 
change based on a group’s ac-
tions. 

State Department spokes-
person Matthew Miller clari-
fied that while the designation 
imposes sanctions, including a 
ban on material support, it 
does not prevent US officials 
from engaging with HTS when 
necessary. He pointed to the 
precedent of engaging with 
adversarial groups, such as the 
Trump administration’s talks 
with the Taliban, though the 
Taliban held a less stringent 
"specially designated terrorist" 
status. 

A senior administration of-
ficial, speaking anonymously, 
acknowledged that HTS will 
play a key role in Syria’s future. 
The US aims to engage with 
the group cautiously and stra-

tegically, keeping American 
interests in focus. President 
Joe Biden also discussed the 
unfolding situation in Syria 
with Jordan's King  
Abdullah II.  

Their call addressed joint 
efforts to prevent the Islamic 
State (IS) from exploiting the 
chaos, as well as American air-
strikes targeting IS leaders 
over the weekend. 
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ALLEGATIONS & COUNTER ALLEGATIONS | Security sources allege IDF has 
advanced beyond buffer zone and is 25 km from Damascus, latter denies claim

Agencies 
DAMASCUS 

Israel launched intense air-
strikes on Syrian army bases 
on Tuesday, aiming to prevent 
weapons from falling into 
hostile hands. Israeli officials 
denied reports that their 
forces advanced beyond the 
demilitarized buffer zone 
near the border, but security 
sources claimed otherwise. 
According to three security 
sources, Israeli forces had 
moved past the buffer zone. A 
Syrian source reported they 
had reached Qatana, a town 
several kilometers beyond the 
zone and about 25 km south-
west of Damascus. Following 
their seizure of the buffer 
zone in southern Syria, Israel 
reportedly conducted exten-
sive airstrikes against Syrian 
military and air bases over-
night. 

Regional and former Syrian 
army sources described the 
strikes as the heaviest to date, 
targeting installations and air-
bases across the country. The 
raids reportedly destroyed 
dozens of helicopters, jets, 
and Republican Guard assets 
in and around Damascus. A 
rough tally estimated 200 
strikes overnight, leaving the 
Syrian military severely de-
pleted. The airstrikes 
prompted sharp criticism 
from regional powers. Egypt, 
Qatar, and Saudi Arabia con-

demned the actions, with 
Saudi Arabia warning that the 
incursion would undermine 
Syria’s chances of restoring 
stability. 

 
Israel’s stand 
An Israeli military spokesper-
son dismissed claims of 
deeper incursions, stating, 
“The reports about Israeli 
tanks advancing toward Da-
mascus are false. IDF troops 
remain within the buffer 
zone, as previously con-
firmed.” Israel has intensified 
its strikes over the past three 
days, arguing that these ac-
tions are necessary to prevent 
Syrian military equipment 

from falling into hostile hands. 
Officials insist they are not 
seeking conflict with Syria’s 
new authorities. Following the 
fall of Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad on Sunday, which 
ended more than five decades 
of his family’s rule, Israeli 
troops entered the demilitar-
ized zone established after the 
1973 war. Israel has described 
the move as a temporary 
measure to secure its borders. 

 
UN slams Israel 
The United Nations on Mon-
day accused Israel of violating 
the 1974 Disengagement 
Agreement, which estab-
lished a 235-square-kilometer 

demilitarized buffer zone 
manned by UN peacekeepers. 
Israel countered by declaring 
the agreement void due to the 
collapse of the Assad regime, 
with Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu stating that 
the accord had “collapsed.” Is-
rael informed the UN Security 
Council that its actions in the 
zone were “limited and tem-
porary” measures to ensure 
border security and protect 
the Golan Heights from po-
tential threats. 

 
Damascus returning to 
normal 
Meanwhile, in Damascus, life 
showed signs of returning to 

normal after the weekend col-
lapse of the Assad regime. 
Banks reopened for the first 
time, providing much-needed 
cash to residents. Streets 
buzzed with activity as shops 
reopened, traffic resumed, 
and workers repaired dam-
aged infrastructure. “It’s a new 
shift, it’s a new day, a new year, 
a new life,” said Sumayra al-
Mukli, a bank employee, as 
she returned to work. How-
ever, the future remains un-
certain, with the rebel alliance 
offering no clear plans for 
governance in the fractious 
region. 

ISRAEL HITS SYRIAN ARMY BASES 

A military vehicle destroyed in overnight Israeli strikes - AFP

Mohammed 
al-Bashir to 
be interim PM
Agencies 
DAMASCUS 

Rebel leader Mohammed 
al-Bashir has been an-
nounced as the interim 
Prime Minister of Syria, ac-
cording to Al Jazeera. Al-
Bashir used a televised 
address to say he will stay 
in the post until 1 March 
2025. He headed the rebel-
led Salvation government 
which had already been 
governing large part of 
northwest Syria and Idlib 
before the lightning offen-
sive began. 

Terror tag no bar to talk 
with Syrian rebels, says US

‘Myanmar govt 
loses hold over 
B’desh border’
AP 
BANGKOK 

One of the most powerful ethnic 
groups battling Myanmar’s army 
has claimed the capture of the 
last army outpost in the strategic 
western town of Maungdaw, 
gaining full control of the 271-
kilometer-long border with 
Bangladesh. 

Khaing Thukha, a spokesper-
son for the Arakan Army, told 
AP by text message from late 
Monday that his group had 
seized the last remaining mili-
tary outpost in Maungdaw on 
Sunday. 

The situation in Maungdaw 
could not be independently con-
firmed, with access to the inter-
net and mobile phone services 
mostly cut off. Myanmar's mili-
tary government did not com-
ment. If true, the capture by the 
Arakan Army makes the group's 
control of the northern part of 
Rakhine complete, and marks 
another advance in its bid for 
self-rule there. Rakhine has be-
come a focal point in the civil 
war, in which pro-democracy 
guerrillas and ethnic minority 
armed forces seeking autonomy 
battle the country's military 
rulers who came to power in 
2021.

Evacuation after volcano erupts 
THE PHILIPPINES : About 87,000 people were being evacu-
ated in a central Philippine region Tuesday a day after a 
volcano briefly erupted on central Negros island.  

Prosecutors seek to arrest ex-Def Min 
SOUTH KOREA: South Korean prosecutors are seeking to for-
mally arrest former Defence Minister Kim Yong Hyun for 
suggestion the imposition of martial law to President Yoon 
Suk Yeol last week. The Seoul Central District Court said it'll 
review prosecutors' request for a warrant to Hyun, who has 
also been accused of sending troops to the National Assem-
bly to block lawmakers from voting on it. Kim released a 
statement saying that he "deeply apologizes for causing sig-
nificant anxiety and inconvenience." He said that all respon-
sibility rests with him & pleaded for leniency for soldiers.
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