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Ridiculous: Arthur after PCB sends back players from England

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Karachi

The Pakistan Cricket Board has invited
sharp criticism from former players
after sacking two coaches and
sending back seven players in the
middle of the Test series in England.
Pakistan lost the first two Tests of the
three-match series in an abject
manner. The visitors lost the series
opener by an innings and 103 runs,
while the second Test ended in a
heavy 194-run defeat.

The players sent back home
included national T20 captain
Salman Ali Agha, former captain
Muhammad Rizwan and senior
batter Imamul Haqg.

Mostly youngsters and
uncapped players have
replaced the seven for
the third Test, starting
September 9 in
Birmingham.

Head coach
Sarfaraz Ahmed and
bowling coach
Umar Gul were also
removed.

Pakistan’s former
foreign head coach Mickey
Arthur described the deci-
sion as ridiculous.

“Absolutely ridiculous
decision by the PCB.
This is the reason they
are in the mess they
are because they con-
stantly chop and
change players,
coaches and selec-
tors and there is no
stability! Planning, stabil-
ity and structure lead to
consistent performance,”
Arthur wrote on social
media.

Former Pakistan captain and
batting great, Javed Miandad said he
was shocked by the decision and felt
sorry for the players sent back home
and even those sent to England.
“The players sent back it is now a
mental scar for them and a blot on
their career while the players who are
replacements will be under so much
mental pressure in the one test
remaining in the series,” Miandad said
on Tuesday.

He said he had witnessed some tur-
bulent times in his career in Pakistan

cricket including players’ revolts,
fixing allegations and bad defeats but
never had any board reacted in such
a manner.

Former captain Rashid Latif said
Babar Azam should have resigned as
skipper when the Board decided to
take such a decision. “There is a dif-
ference between captain and a leader
and Babar has just stood by and left
his players stranded,” Latif said.

Former captain Moin Khan said
even if the board wanted to make
radical changes in the team to stop
the flow of defeats it should have
waited until the end of the series in
England. He felt that the urgency with
which the Board took the drastic deci-
sion to send back players and sack
head coach Sarfaraz Ahmed and
bowling coach Umar Gul indicates
there was more to it than what
meets the eye. Test opener, Mohsin
Khan wondered what magic wand
Mike Hesson had that he had been
given charge of the Test squad with
just one game remaining.

“I can only hope that Pakistan
with some new players plays differ-
entlyin final Test but itis hard to see
that with so much happening the
players would not be disturbed,”
Khan said.

Misbah offers to resign as Pakistan
selector after PCB changes Test squad

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Lahore

Misbah-ul-Haq on Tuesday
offered to step down from
Pakistan’s national selection
committee after the PCB made
sweeping changes to the Test
squad and team management
during the ongoing England
tour without consulting him.

Misbah’s offer came a day
after the PCB issued a notice to
members of the national selec-
tion committee, seeking an
explanation for the selection
process adopted for the
England tour, a reliable source
in the board said.

“The selectors have been
told to explain on what basis
Muhammad Rizwan and Imam-
ul-Haq were picked in the Test
squad,” the source said. Asad
Shafiq and Aqib Javed are the
other members of the commit-
tee. Misbah, a former Pakistan
captain who has worked in
various capacities in the PCB
since late 2019, was reportedly
unhappy with the notice as well

Duleep Trophy: East Zone oust Central

Zone by 4 wickets to enter final

India pacer Gurnoor Brar says bowling
alongside senior quicks Jasprit Bumrah seven.
and Mohammad Siraj in the last three
months has helped him find consistency in
lengths and he is now aiming to become an
all-format pacer capable of taking heavy

Gurnoor Brar: Learning lengths,
aim to become all-format bowler

G UNNIKRISHNAN M Bengaluru Brar has made a reasonable beginning to his
national career, taking 11 wickets across six

ODIs with an economy that hovers around

But the 26-year-old thinks that he would be
able to better that with the newly-acquired
know-how on lengths after his stints with
the national team during ODI series against

as the board’s decision to make
changes to the touring squad
without consulting or inform-
ing him. After falling 0-2 behind
in the three-Test series follow-
ing a 194-run defeat at Lord’s,
the PCB dropped seven players
from the Test squad and also
removed head coach Sarfaraz

Ahmed and bowling coach
Umar Gul ahead of third game.
Misbah was particularly
unhappy with being sidelined
while decisions were taken in
England to alter the team and
remove the head coach and
bowling coach.

“He has informed the board
officials that he is ready to step
down, but it was not right the
way the board asked seven
players to return from England
and replaced them with other
players with just one Test
remaining in England,”
another source said.

workload.

Afghanistan and England.

G UNNIKRISHNAN B Bengaluru

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi’s
cameo sat well with fiery
spells by Bengal pacers
Mohammed Shami and
Mukesh Kumar, powering
East Zone to the Duleep
Trophy final with a four-
wicket win over defending
champions Central Zone on
the third day of the semifi-
nal here on Tuesday.

The 2012-13 season
winners will face either
South Zone or North Zone in
the final at Chepauk, starting
on September 6. Shami and
Mukesh shared seven

wickets among them to
bundle out Central for 158 in
their second innings, and
then scaled down the 159-
run target despite a mini
slump in the middle.

On a pitch that offered
increasing turn to spinners,
it was vital for East to make
a solid start to hunt down
the target of 159.
Sooryavanshi (40, 43b)
played an innings of two
faces - his first 15 runs came
off 30 balls, a stark contrast
to his 42-ball fifty in the
firstinnings, and contained
just a six off pacer Aryan
Pandey. But the remaining

25 runs came in 13 balls
which had another six and
three boundaries. However
on the other side, his
opening partner Abhimanyu
Easwaran was outpacing
him, scoring a six off off-
spinner Saransh Jain over
long-on.

Sooryavanshi, who
offered a broad bat to spin-
ners, could only be awak-
ened by the sight of pacer
Yash Thakur, whom he had
carted for four fours and two
sixes in the first dig. In this
innings, the left-hander
blasted the pacer for three
fours and a six in 14th over.
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