




§eLs¡ZûU, 24 SYmTo 2025 §]U¦   ùNuû] 5RªrSôÓ

 ù N uû] , SY. 23: YÚ ¡\  ¥N.10} B m úR§ A§ ØL ùNV t ÏÝ, 
ùTôÕ d Ï Ý d á hP e L s ùN uû]  Yô]  L W j § p Sû P ù T 
ß m G]  L h£ « u ùTôÕ f ùNV X Ú m, G§ o d L h £ j Rû X Y Ú 
Uô]  GPl Tô¥ úL.T Z ² Nôª ùR¬ ® j Õ s [ô o.

CÕ Ï ± jÕ AY o Oô« t ß d ¡ ZûU ùY° « hP A± d û L :
 A § ØL ùNV t ÏÝ U t ß m ùTôÕ d ÏÝ á hP m YÚ ¡\  

¥N.10} B m úR§ LôûX 10 U¦ dÏ ùN uû]  Yô]  L W j § p 
E s[ cYôÚ ùY e L Pô N X T§ úTX v U i P T j § p Sû P 
ù T ß ¡ \ Õ. A§ ØL Aû Y j Rû X Y o A. R ª r U L u Eú N u 
Rû X û U « p Sû P ù T ß m á hP j Õ dÏ L h£ « u ùNV t ÏÝ, 
ùTôÕ d ÏÝ Eß l © ]  o L s U t ß m £\  l× Aû Z l Tô [ o L 
Þ dÏ R² j R ²úV Aû Z l © R r Aà l© ûY d L l T Ó m  G]  j 
ùR ¬ ® j Õ s [ô o.

LôY p Õû\  U¬ Vô û R Ù P u 
L® O o Dú WôÓ Rª Z u T  u EP p RL ]  m

 ù N uû] , SY. 23:  L ® 
O o Dú WôÓ Rª Z u 
T ² u EP p, 30 Ï i 
Ó L s ØZ eL LôY p 
Õû\  U¬ Vô û R Ù P u 
ùN u û ]  « p Oô« t 
ß d ¡ ZûU (SY.23)  
RL ]  m ùN n V l T h 
PÕ.

L® O o Dú WôÓ Rª 
Z u T u, ùN u û ]  « p N² d 
¡ ZûU LôX Uô ] ô o. AY WÕ 
EPp úLôV m ú T h ¥ p E s[ 
AY WÕ C p X j § p A g N # d 
LôL ûY d L l T h PÕ. 

ÕûQ ØR p Y o ER V ̈ §, 
C k §V L m ë ² v h   Uô¨ X f 
ùNV X o Ø.Å W Tô i ¥ V u, 
L hÓ l Tô h Ó d ÏÝ Eß l © 

]  o CWô. Ø jR W N u, 
®£L Rû X Y o ùRô p. 
§ Ú Uô Y [ Y u E s 
TP TXo Oô« t ß d ¡ 
ZûU A g N# ùNÛ j 
§ ]  o.

L® O o Dú WôÓ 
Rª Z u T ² u Rª r 
ùRô iûP ùL[ 
W ® d Ï m Yû L « p, 

LôY p Õû\  U¬ Vô û R Ù P u 
Cß§ A g N# ùNÛ jR ØR p 
Y o Ø.L. v Pô # u E j R W ® h 
Pô o. 

AR u T¥, úLôV m ú T h ¥ p 
E s[ ª u UVô ]  j § p 30 Ï i 
Ó L s ØZ eL LôY p Õû\  U¬ 
Vô û R Ù P u Rª Z u T ² u 
EP p RL ]  m ùN n V l T h PÕ.

 ¥N.10} C p A§ ØL 
ùNV t ÏÝ, ùTôÕ d ÏÝ á hP m

 ù N uû] , SY. 23: §Ø L Ü P u úTW û Y j úR o R p 
á hP ¦ l úT f Ñ Yô o j û R d LôL  A¡X C k §V 
Lô e ¡ W v Rª ZL ùTôß l Tô [ o ¡¬ x úNôP e 
L o Rû X û U « p Rª ZL Lô e ¡ W v L h£ j Rû X Y o 
Ï.ù N p Y l ù T Ú k RûL, A¡X C k §V Lô e ¡ W v 
L h£ ùNV X o L s ãW w G m. G u. ù a dúP, ̈ ú Y § j 
B pYô, Rª ZL N hP l ú T WûY Lô e ¡ W v L h£ j 
Rû X Y o ùN.Wô ú _  x Ï Uô o B¡ ú Vô o ùLô iP 
ÏÝ Aû U d L l T h Ós[Õ.

C d ÏÝ ® u ØR p Bú Xô N û ]  d á hP m  N j § 
V ê o j§ TY ² p Oô« t ß d ¡ ZûU Sû P ù T t \ Õ. 

Lô e ¡ W v L h£ dÏ Yô n l × s[ ùRôÏ § L ° u 
T h¥ V p RVô ¬ l TÕ,  §ØL á hP ¦ j Rû X Yo 
Ø.L.  vPô #û]f  N k § l TÕ  Ï± jÕ á hP j § p 
®Yô § d L l T h P RôL  ùR¬ ¡\Õ .

ªu Lm© AßkÕ ®ÝkÕ R m T§ E s TP êY o E« ¬ Z l×
 £ Rm T W m, SY. 23: LP í o 
UôY h P m, £R m T W m AÚúL 
ª u Nô W m Tô n k R § p R m T§ 
E s TP 3 úT o E« ¬ Z kR ]  o. 
JÚ Y o TX jR Lô V U û P k 
Rô o.

£R m T W jûR AÓ jR ¸W l 
Tô û [ V m J u ± V m, £.Nô j R 
U e L X m ¡Wô U j § p Oô« t 
ß d ¡ ZûU © t T L p TX jR 
Lô t ß P u UûZ ùT n RÕ. 

A l ú TôÕ, A k R d ¡Wô U j 
§ p E s[ AÚ k R § V o ùRÚ 
® p ×° V U W m ª u L m T j 
§ u ÁÕ Nô n k RÕ. 

CR ] ô p, EV W Ý jR ª u 
L m © L s AÚúL CÚ kÕ 
ÅÓ L s, úRYô X V j § u ÁÕ 
®Ý k R] .

C§ p, úRYô X V j § u 
ùY°úV AU o k § Ú kR A k 
R l TÏ § û V f úN o kR U¬ V m 
ãûN (70), AY WÕ Uû ] ® 
©[ Ü u ú U¬ (60), úWôNô lé 

Uû ] ® Y]  Rô v ú U¬ (70) 
B¡ ú Vô o ÁÕ ª u L m© 
®Ý k R § p êY Ú m ª u Nô W m 
Tô n kÕ ¨L r ® P j § ú XúV 
E« ¬ Z k R ]  o. A k R j ùRÚ 
û Y f úN o kR L]  L Wô w (58) 
TX jR LôV U û P k Rô o.

ùRôP o kÕ, E«¬ Z k R Y o L 
°u NPXeLs EPpá\ôn
Ü d LôL £R m T W m AWÑ UÚ j 
Õ Y U û ]  dÏ Aà l© ûY d 
L l T h P] . úUÛ m, LôV U 
û P kR L]  L Wô _ ý m AúR 

UÚ j Õ Y U û ]  dÏ £¡ f û N d 
LôL Aà l© ûY d L l T h 
Pô o.

RL Y X ± kR úN j § Vô j 
ú Rô l× ¥G v© ®´ Ï 
Uô o, Y hPô h £ V o ¸Rô U t 
ß m ª u Yô¬ V j Õû \  « 
]  o N m TY CP j Õ dÏ Y kÕ  
TôoûY«hÓ ®NôWûQ 
SP j § ]  o. 

 CÕ Ï ± jÕ JW j ç o úTôÄ 
^ô o YZ d Ï l T§ kÕ ®Nô 
¬ jÕ YÚ ¡ u \  ]  o.

             U¬VmãûN                         ©[ÜuúU¬                             Y]RôvúU¬ 
£Y L eûL UôY h P m, §Ú l T j ç ¬ p Oô« t ß d ¡ ZûU Sû P ù T t\  
CX eûL Ø u ] ô s Aû U f N o C p X j §Ú UQ ®Zô ® p T e ú L t\  

A k Sô h ¥ u Ø u ] ô s A§ T o W¦ p ® d W U £ eL. 
EP u AY WÕ Uû ] ® ûU j¬ ® d W U £ eL E s ° h ú Pô o.

CX eûL Ø u ] ô s  A û U f N o 
C p X j §Ú UQ ®Zô

Ø u ] ô s A§ T o W¦ p ® d W U £ eL T e ú L t×

§Ú l T j ç o, SY. 23: £Y L eûL UôY h P m, §Ú l T j ç ¬ p 
Oô« t ß d ¡ ZûU Sû P ù T t\  CX eûL Ø u ] ô s Aû U f 
N o C p X j §Ú UQ ®Zô ® p A k Sô h ¥ u Ø u ] ô s A§ T o 
W¦ p ® d W U £ eL T e ú L t \ ô o.

CX eûL Ø u ] ô s Aû U f N o  G v. B o. G m. Bß Ø L m 
ùRô i P Uô ² u UL à m, CX eûL ùRô¯ Xô [ o Lô e ¡ W v 
L h£ « u ùTôÕ f ùNV X Ú Uô]  B. Ë Y u Ï Uô W ú Y p ùRô i 
P Uô à d Ï m, §Ú l T j ç o  Bß Ø L m © sû[ ºû R V m Uô s 
L p ® d ÏÝ U j § u ùNV X Ú m, Tô_ L ©W Ø L Ú Uô]  Sô. Wô ú U v 
Y W ² u UL s  Wô. ºûR cSô f £ Vô Ú d Ï m Oô« t ß d ¡ ZûU 
§Ú l T j ç ¬ p §Ú U Q m Sû P ù T t \ Õ.  C§ p, CX eûL Ø u 
] ô s A§ T o W¦ p ® d W U £ eL, R] Õ Uû ] ® ûU j¬ ® d W U 
£ e L Ü P u T e ú L tß  UQ U d Lû[ Yô r j § ] ô o. 

A l ú TôÕ, CX eûL SôPô Þ U u\  Eß l © ]  o L s NôQ d ¡ 
V u WôN Uô ¦ d L m, ûTN o Ø v RTô, ¥.®. NôQLô, Aà WôRô 
ù_ V Y o j Rú] , Ø u ] ô s SôPô Þ U u\  Eß l © ]  o a¬ u 
ùT o ] ô uúPô B¡ ú Vô Ú m EP ² Ú kÕ Yô r j § ]  o.

 B ¾ ]  e L s:  ú U Û m, Ï u \  d Ï¥ ùTô u ]  m TX A¥ L [ô o,  
UÕûW B¾]  ÏÚ ULô N k ̈  Rô ] m cXc a¬ aW Oô]  N m 
T kR úR£L TW Uô Nô ¬V ÑYô ª L s B¡ ú Vô o T e ú L tß UQ 
U d Lû[ Yô r j § ]  o.

 A W £ V p L h£ « ]  o:  Cú R ú TôX, Rª ZL á hÓ \  Ü j Õû\  
Aû U f N o úL.B o. ùT¬ V L Ú l T u, §ØL SôPô Þ U u \  d 
ÏÝ j Rû X Y o L² ù Uô¯, Rª ZL Tô_ L Ø u ] ô s Rû X 
Y o úL. A i Qô UûX, Tô_ L úR£V ùNV t ÏÝ Eß l © ]  o 
ùa f. Wô_ ô, úRØ §L ùTôÕ f ùNV X o ©ú W U XRô, £Y L eûL 
ùRôÏ§ N hP l ú T WûY Eß l © ]  o ùN k § p Sô R u, Ø u ] ô s 
Aû U f N o L s úLôÏX C k §Wô, ùTô e L í o Sô. T Z ² f Nôª 
E s ° h ú Pô o T e ú L tß Yô r j § ] o.

ùRô¯ Xô [ o ùRôÏl×f N hP e Lû[ L i ¥ jÕ 
¥N. 8}C p CP Õ Nô ¬ L s, ®£L B o l Tô h P m 

GPlTô¥ TZ²NôªÙPu 
RªZL Tô_L ÕûQj RûXYo Nk§l×
úNX m, SY. 23: A§ ØL ùTôÕ f 
ùNV X Ú m G§ o d L h £ j Rû X Y 
Ú Uô]  GP l Tô¥ úL.T Z ² Nô 
ªûV RªZL Tô_L ÕûQj 
RûXYo úL.©.WôU#eLm  
Oô« t ß d ¡ ZûU N k § j Õ l 
úT£]ôo. 

úNX m ùSÓ g NôûX SL o C p 
X j § p  CkR Nk§l×dÏl © u 
]  o  AYo ùN n § Vô [ o L ° P m 
á± V Rô YÕ: 

Rª Z L j § p G v. I. B o. 
T¦ úU t ù Lô s Þ m úRo R p 
AÛ Y X o Lû[ BÞ m L h£ 
« ]  o ªW h ¥ Ù m, AÝ j R m 
ùLôÓ j Õ m E« ¬ Z k R Y o L ° u  
ùTV o Lû[ Á i Ó m T h¥ V 
# p úN o dL ØV t £ jÕ YÚ ¡ u 
\]  o. 

BÞ m L h£ « ]  o U t ß m 
EV o AÛ Y X o L ° u AÝ j R j 
Õ dÏ T¦ kÕ úR o R p AÛ Y 

X o L s  RYß ùN n Rô p AY o 
L s ÁÕ LÓ m SP Y ¥ dûL 
GÓ dL úR o R p Bû Q V j § P m 
Y# Ù ß j Õ ú Yô m.

©Lô o úTW û Y j úR o R p 
SP l T R tÏ Ø u TôL Lô e ¡ W v 
á hP¦ G v. I. BûW Ïû \  
á± Y k RÕ. 

Aú R ú TôX, YÚ m Rª 
ZL úTW û Y j úR o R # p §Ø 
LûY U d L s ×\  d L ¦ dL Ø¥ 
ù Y Ó j Õ ® h PûR Ø u á h 
¥úV ùR¬ k Õ ù Lô iP ØR p 
Y o  vPô # u, G v. I. B o}
I ùRôP o kÕ Ïû \  á± YÚ ¡ 
\ ô o. 

§Ø LûY B h£ « # Ú kÕ 
AL t\  úY i Ó m G u T R t LôL 
Tô_ L, A§ ØL Cû Q kÕ ùNV p 
T hÓ YÚ ¡ \ Õ G u \ ô o AY o.

 A§ ØL ùTôÕ f ùNV X o
 GP l Tô¥ T Z ² Nô ªûV 

Oô« t ß d ¡ ZûU N k § jÕl úT£V 
RªZL Tô_ L Õû Q j Rû X Y o 

úL.©. WôU# e L m.  

 ù N uû] , SY. 23:  ù Rô ̄  Xô [ o 
E¬ û U L û [ l T± l T RôL E s[ 
ùRô¯ Xô [ o ùRôÏ l × f N hP e 
Lû[ §Ú m T l ùT\  Y# Ù ß j§ 
UôY hP Rû X S L W e L ° p CP Õ 
Nô ¬ L s, ®£L Nô o © p ¥N.8} C p 
B o l Tô h P m Sû P ù T ß m G]  
A± ® d L l T h Ó s [Õ.

CÕ Ï ± jÕ Uô o d £ v h Uô¨ X f 
ùNV X o ùT.N i Ø L m, C k §V L m 
ë ² v h Uô¨ X f ùNV X o Ø.Å W 
Tô i ¥ V u, ®Ó R û X f £ß j û R 
L s Lh£ j Rû X Y o ùRô p. § Ú 
Uô Y [ Y u, £©I (G m. G p.) Uô¨ 
X f ùNV X o TZ. B û N j R m© B¡ 
ú Vô o Oô« t ß d ¡ ZûU á hPôL 
ùY° « hP A± dûL:

ùRô¯ Xô [ o L s ÁÕ LÓ û U 
Vô]  Rô d Ï RûX U j §V Tô_ L 
AWÑ ùRôÓ j Õ s [Õ. 29 ùRô¯ 
Xô [ o N hP e Lû[ 4 ùRôÏ l × L 
[ôL Uô t± N hP m ùLô iÓ YW l 

T h Ó s [Õ. ¿ i P LôX úTôWô h 
P e L ° p ùT t\  E¬ û U Lû[ Ø t 
± Û m ¿ o j Õ l úTôL f ùN n Ù m 
C kR ùRôÏ l× N hP e L s H t × 
û P V R pX.

C k R j ùRôÏ l× N hP e L s ØR 
Xô ° L Þ dÏ A§L A§ Lô W jûR 
RÚ ¡ \ Õ. Aû U l × NôWô ùRô¯ 
Xô [ o L ° u Nê L l TôÕ Lô l × dÏ 
Ïû \  k R T hN E j RW Yô R m áP 
C pûX. 

ùRô¯ Xô [ o L ° u N e L m úNÚ m 
E¬ûU, úYû X ̈  ß jR E¬ûU E s 
° hP E¬ û U L s T± d L l T h Ó s 
[] . 

G] úY, ùRô¯ Xô [ o ùRôÏ l 
× f N hP e Lû[ §Ú m T l ùT\  
Y# Ù ß j§ Rª Z L m ØÝ Y Õ m 
UôY hP Rû X S L W e L ° p YÚ ¡\  
¥N. 8}B m úR§ B o l Tô h P m 
SP j R l T Ó m G]  A§ p ùR¬ ® j 
Õ s [ ]  o.

§Ø L Ü P u áhP¦ úTfÑ: 
Lô e ¡ W v ÏÝ  Bú Xô Nû] 
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R A H U L  R  @ Kollam

A parasitic marine leech previ-
ously recorded only along the 
Atlantic and Mediterranean 
coasts has been reported for the 
first time in Indian waters, off  
the Kollam coast. The discov-
ery has raised concern among 
researchers about its possible 
impact on fish health, fisheries
productivity and the wider ma-
rine ecosystem.

The species, Pontobdella mu-
ricata, was found in the trawl 
bycatch landed at Sakthikulan-
gara harbour. The specimen 
was attached to the ventral side 
of  a stingray, confirming a new 
parasite – host association for a 

leech earlier restricted to colder 
European waters. Researchers 
say the leech poses no direct 
threat to humans but warn that 
it could significantly affect na-
tive fish populations. Even a 
single leech can create le-
sions, draw blood and 
leave wounds that allow 
secondary infections, 
reducing fish health and 
market value, the study 
notes.

The finding has prompt-
ed concern about what else may 
be shifting into Kerala’s waters. 
Although the current detection 
is limited to deepwater skates, 
researchers caution that the al-
tered distribution of  parasites 

may signal changing ocean con-
ditions, modified migration 
routes or broader ecological 
imbalances. “Our marine eco-
system is already under ex-
treme stress due to global 

war ming, pollution, 
deep-sea fishing and 
declining fish stocks. 
With fisheries under 
unprecedented pres-
sure, the emergence 

of  a new parasite is a 
red flag,” said Sarlin Pa-

thissery, head of  the zoology 
department at Fatima Mata Na-
tional College, Kollam, who led 
the study. She added that the 
parasite could harm fish popu-
lations in the long term, espe-

cially in waters already stressed 
by overfishing, warming seas 
and species degradation. How-
ever, the exact implications for 
the fishing community and the 
environment require further 
research.

The study warns that if  such 
parasites spread to commer-
cially important species, small-
scale fishers who depend on 
healthy, uncontaminated catch 
could be the most affected.  The 
extremely high genetic similar-
ity — over 99% — between the 
Kollam specimen and popula-
tions from the Atlantic and 
Mediterranean highlights the 
need for comparative assess-
ments to determine whether 

similar ecological or pathologi-
cal effects could emerge in In-
dian waters. 

Researchers argue that moni-
toring such unnoticed para-
sites is crucial, not only for bio-
diversity records but also for 
understanding subtle ecologi-
cal changes that may impact 
coastal livelihoods.

 “The discovery is a reminder 
that what hides beneath the 
ocean can reach the fish market
and our homes sooner than we 
expect. These parasites may be 
small, but their impact could be 
significant. That is why further 
study is essential,” said Sandie 
Moris, a student who assisted 
in the research.

07 CHENNAI MONDAY24�11�2025

Sai Baba centenary held in a grand manner
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Rajamahendravaram

SRI Satya Sai Baba centenary cele-
brations were held grandly in  Go-
davari districts, Rajamahendravar-
am and Bhimavaram on Sunday. In 
Rajamahendravaram Sri Sathya Sai 
Seva Samaj organised the celebra-
tions  and Collector Kirthi Chekuri 
offered floral tributes and later 
joined  devotees in the special 
bhajan session arranged for the oc-
casion.  Addressing the gathering, 
Collector said that the spirit of  serv-
ice  forms the foundation for socie-
ty’s progress. She encouraged youth 
to  actively take part in service-ori-
ented activities and contribute to 
community development. As  part 
of  the centenary celebrations, the  

Collector also cut a special cake.
 Cultural programs were per-

formed to mark the occasion. In Ra-
jamahendravaram Municipal  Cor-
poration, Commissioner Rahul 
Meena garlanded the portrait of  Sri  
Satyasai Baba offered floral trib-

utes.  In Bhimavaram, West Goda-
vari Collector C Nagarani and Joint 
Collector  T Rahul Kumar Reddy at-
tended the program at Gunupudi 
Sivalayam and  paid a rich tribute 
and offered flowers to the Sri  Satya  
Saibaba portrait.

Elephant deaths on rise in 
Kovai forest division again
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

A year after elephant deaths 
came down to eight, a three-
fourth reduction compared to 
the 23 deaths recorded in 2023, 
the number of  fatalities has gone 
up again in the last 10 months to 
14 deaths this year. Officials 
claim that there is no reason to 
worry, as most deaths have oc-
curred due to natural causes.

A postmortem examination 
carried out on a tusker on Sun-
day revealed that the animal had 
died on Saturday due to enteritis 
at the Thadagam North forest 
beat. The examination was car-
ried out by Coimbatore forest 
veterinarian S Vennila, S Sada-
sivam of  Sathyamangalam Ti-
ger Reserve (STR) and animal 
husbandry department veteri-
narian Abilesh of  Madathur, in 
the presence of  DFO N Jayaraj, 
along with the members of  an 
NGO. 

“The animal was aged 20 
years, and there were no digest-

ed particles in the animal’s intes-
tine, indicating that the animal 
did not take food such as grass 
and plants, etc, for the last cou-
ple of  days. Initial findings sug-
gest that the animal could have 
died due to enteritis, and it could 
have occurred due to contamina-
tion in food, water, or due to any 
other disease that infected the 
animal. We will send samples of  
its heart and kidney for forensic 
analysis to labs in Coimbatore 
and Chennai to identify the ex-
act cause of  death,” an official 
from the forest department 
said.

A senior forest official from 
the Coimbatore forest division 
said, “On average, 15 elephants 
die every year due to natural and 
unnatural causes. Except for two 
elephant deaths due to electrocu-
tion that were reported on Octo-
ber 23 at Kuppepalayam near 
Thondamuthur in Boluvampatti 
forest range and at Met-
tupalayam forest range on Octo-
ber 29, the remaining deaths are 
all due to natural causes.

A tusker was found dead on a patta land in Thadagam North forest beat on 
Saturday |  EXPRESS

Will talk about 
Karur later: Vijay
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

“WE will definitely give a de-
tailed explanation of  what we 
intend to do in our government 
in our election manifesto. But 
before that, I want to touch upon 
it,” Vijay said, outlining the poll 
promises that his party was like-
ly to make. Vijay said that TVK’s 
vision is to ensure permanent 
housing for all families, a two-
wheeler for every household, 
economic progress enabling 
families to own cars, opportuni-
ty to all to complete at least un-
dergraduate degree, assured sta-
ble income for at least one 
member of  a family, reforms in 
education to ensure jobs for 
more people, improved infra-
structure in government hospi-
tals so that everyone can visit 
them without fear, flood mitiga-
tion and resilience, and safety 
for women. “More importantly, 
stringent enforcement of  law 
and order,” he said. 

While Vijay said that people 
would expect him to speak about 
the stampede that happened in 
his rally in Karur in which 41 
people died, he said he would 
speak about it later.  

Invoking the name of  DMK 
founder and former CM C N An-
nadurai, who hailed from 
Kancheepuram, Vijay said the 
Dravidian stalwart had dedicat-
ed his life to public welfare, but 
the party he founded has aban-
doned his principles and focused 
only on corruption.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Solatium of ̀ 15 lakh each demanded for three bereaved families
Continued from page 1: Meanwhile, CPM Cuddalore district secretary K Madhavan demanded 

solatium for the families of the victims. In a statement, he said, “The entire village of 
Sathamangalam is in mourning. Since all three of deceased belong to the SC community, the 

state government should provide `15 lakh each to the bereaved families.”

APK FILES

WhatsApp groups 
of PROs of T’gana 
ministers hacked
Hyd cybercops said they have not received 
any complaint from anyone regarding issue

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

CYBERCRIMINALS on Sunday 
compromised a Telugu TV 
channel reporter’s phone and 
sent APK files to several Telan-
gana Cabinet ministers’ What-
sApp groups that were being 
run by their PROs to share in-
formation with the media. 

The hackers renamed the 
groups as “SBI” and 
asked members to up-
date their Aadhaar de-
tails using APK files. 

However, alerted ad-
mins of  the groups re-
moved the victim from 
their groups and also 
alerted the other 
members. 

When contacted, 
Hyderabad cyber-
crime police said that 
they have not received any com-
plaint from anyone regarding 
this issue. 

However, the victim said that 
he raised a complain on Cyber 
helpline number 1930. As of  
now, no one lost any money due 
to this. “The fraudsters sent the 
APK files to more than 100 
WhatsApp groups but did not 
send them to individuals,” the 
victim said.

The victim added that some 

of  the groups, in which he is 
not an admin and also cannot 
send messages, have also re-
ceived these APK files. 

It may be mentioned here 
that the State Bank of  India has 
been issuing several alerts re-
garding the APK files, advising 
its customers against clicking 
on such links. “Don’t click. 
Don’t download. Don’t update. 
Fraudsters are sending fake 

APK links claiming to 
update your banking 
app. It’s a scam to steal 
your money,” the SBI 
advised its customers 
on several occasions.

Meanwhile, several 
journalists staged a 
protest at the Central 
Crime Station (CCS), 
alleging that some of-
ficials misbehaved 
with a woman jour-

nalist when she, along with her 
husband, went to the Cyber-
crime police station to file a 
complaint.

However, police claimed that 
the couple entered into an argu-
ment when they were asked not 
to park their vehicle in the 
parking area meant for police 
officials.

Later, some other persons 
reached the station and staged 
a protest. 

Parasitic marine leech spotted off Kollam sparks worry

N I M I S H A  S  P R A D E E P  
@ Vellore

ELEVEN bonded labourers from Vel-
lore, including six children below eight 
years of  age, were rescued from a brick 
kiln in Kollamedu near the Andhra 
Pradesh border check-post on Sunday. 
The group, which also allegedly in-
cluded a four-month-old infant, 
belongs to the Irular tribal com-
munity and comprises three fam-
ilies from Gudiyatham in Vellore 
district.

The operation was carried out 
by the Gudipala tahsildar from Chit-
toor district, with support from the Chit-
toor-based NGO Rural Organisation for 
Poverty Eradication Services (ROPES).

According to Ramesh, a member of  
ROPES who took part in the operation, 
a complaint received at the Vellore Col-
lectorate on Saturday (November 22) 

was forwarded to the Gudipala taluk of-
fice. “Based on the information, we in-
spected the kiln on Sunday and rescued 
eleven bonded labourers. The owner was 
not present at the site. Action will be ini-
tiated against him and others in charge 
on Monday,” he said.

Several among the rescued recount-
ed severe hardships. 

Speaking to TNIE, K Bhaskar, 
one of  rescued labourers, said 
the past two years had been 
“very tough”. CCTV cameras 
had been installed across the 

kiln premises, and the labourers 
were not permitted to step outside, 

he said. 
“The children were not allowed to at-

tend school. Each family was given `500 
a week, which was nowhere near enough 
to feed everyone. If  the bricks were dam-
aged due to rain, the cost was deducted 
from our wages,” he added.

Andhra univ team discovers mechanism 
that could impact Covid vax effectiveness 
U S H A  P E R I  @ Visakhapatnam

A research team from Andhra 
University has identified a mo-
lecular process that may help 
the Coronavirus escape the 
antibodies produced by 
Covid-19 vaccines, rais-
ing concerns about long-
t e r m  v a c c i n e 
effectiveness.

The discovery was 
made by researchers work-
ing under the guidance of  Dr 
Ravikiran S Yedidi, founder of  
TCABS-E Laboratories, incu-
bating at Andhra University. 

The findings were published 
in an Elsevier journal on No-
vember 19, 2025. The team com-
prising Manikanta Sodasani, 
Abhinav VKS Grandhi, Niha-
rikha Mukala, Jahnavi Chinta-
lapati, Madhuri Vissapragada 

and Madhumita Aggunna, 
studied the receptor binding 
domain (RBD) of  the SARS-
CoV-2 spike protein, which al-
lows the virus to enter human 

cells by attaching to the 
ACE2 receptor.

Because Covid-19 
vaccines work by 
generating antibod-
ies that target the 

RBD, understanding 
how this region be-

haves is important for im-
proving protection. According 
to the study, the RBD under-
goes liquid-liquid phase sepa-
ration (LLPS), a transition be-
tween solid-like and liquid-like 
states, forming droplet-like 
clusters in laboratory tests. 

This creates molecular 
crowdedness, making it harder 
for antibodies to recognise, and 

bind to the virus. The team 
suggests that this behaviour 
may help the virus hide from 
the immune system even in 
vaccinated people.

To support this observation, 
the researchers carried out 
500-nanosecond molecular dy-
namics simulations, showing 
that the RBD acts as an intrin-
sically disordered protein 
(IDP). 

These flexible and unstable 
regions overlap with both anti-
body-binding sites, and the 
ACE2 receptor binding surface, 
indicating that structural flex-
ibility and LLPS together may 
block the antibodies, and fa-
vour viral entry into cells. The 
authors point out that current 
vaccines are developed based 
on the stable form of  the spike 
protein. 

P E A R S O N  L E N E K A R  S R  @ Tiruchy

Muslim organisations in TN, 
which faces Assembly polls next 
year, are playing an active role in 
the voter-roll verification process 
that is under way in the state  to 
ensure nobody from any commu-
nity is left out. In Tiruchy, TN 
Thowheed Jamath (TNTJ) has 
set up camps in at least 30 
mosques. Volunteers, who have 
downloaded PDFs of  the 2002 and 
2005 voter rolls, entered the de-
tails into Excel sheets, verify data 
and help people in filling SIR 
forms.  “This work should have 

been done by the EC. Instead, 
many uneducated residents are 
expected to fill forms,” said S Mu-
hammed Bilal, vice president, 
TNTJ Tiruchy.  

“We are doing this because we 
are keen not to miss out due to 
lack of  details from 2002 and 2005. 
After December 7, when the draft 
rolls would be released, we will 
check the list to see if  names of  
any eligible voter is deleted and 
file claims, if  any. That will in-
volve far more work,” he added. 
N Muhammed Gani, president 
of  the jamath in  Beema Nagar 
said migration is a main issue as 

far as data accuracy is concerned.  
Besides jamaths, cadres of  politi-
cal parties representing the com-
munity are also active on the 
ground. The trend is similar 
across western districts. In Coim-
batore, the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind 
conducts camps in the evenings 
on weekdays and full-day camps 
on the weekend. In Tirupattur 

and Vellore, the MMK is holding 
Sunday camps.  Most mosques in 
the two districts have pasted 
printouts of  the 2002 rolls on 
their walls so that people can 
check old records. The IUML has 
deployed nearly 1,000 volunteers 
across its 52 district units and 
tapped 8,000 jamaaths.The Ma-
nithaneya Jananayaga Katchi 
has  organised more than 40 
camps across TN and operates a 
helpline.

(With inputs from 
S Kumaresan @ Chennai, 

Dheepthi OJ @ Vellore, and  
M Saravanan @ Coimbatore)

Vice President CP Radha Krishnan, Andhra Pradesh CM Nara Chandrababu Naidu, Telangana 
CM  Revanth Reddy and others attend the birth centenary celebrations of Sri  Sathya Sai 
Baba in Puttaparthi on Sunday| EXPRESS

The fraudsters 
sent the APK files 
to more than 100 

WhatsApp groups 
but did not send 

them to 
individuals

PRO of a minsiter

Muslim groups join drive to help people ace SIR test in TN 

Eleven bonded labourers  
rescued from AP brick kiln

Four pilgrims were killed and six others injured 
when a Toofan vehicle hit a stationary lorry 
near Etturallapdu village in Andhra Pradesh’s 
Kotabommali mandal on Sunday

4 PILGRIMS 
KILLED 


