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Landslide risk high, yet
HP awards tender to
build flyover in Shimla
MANAMANSINGHCHHINA
CHANDIGARH,SEPTEMBERū4

EVEN AS eminent geologists
have warned against building
flāovers in the sensitive hills of
Himachal Pradesh, a tender has
been allocated to build the first
flāover in Shimla at the Vidhan
Sabha crossing. Sundernagar-
based firmMessers AVS-Joint
Venture has been awarded the
Rs26.75crorecontract.

Thecontractwasawardedon
August 23bāHimachal Pradesh
Road and Infrastructure
Development Corporation
Limited,justdaāsafteradevastat-
inglandslidethatwipedoutaShiv
Temple in SummerHill, Shimla,
onAugust14andclaimed21lives.
Theprojectinvolvesconstruction
of flāovers from Cart Road to
VidhanSabha,andwideningroad
with retaining wall at Victorā
Tunnel and protective works
(breastwalls, toewalls, gabion
walls, retainingwalls) and traffic
safetā (withmetal beam crash
barriers)androadappurtenance.
It also includeswidening of the
eĀistingroadandconstructionof
footpathandhandrailsinVictorā
Tunnel.Theproject isscheduled
tobecompletedin24monthsaf-
terallocationof tender.

Therecentspateof landslides
and road collapses in Himachal
Pradesh has led geologists to
warn that care should be taken
while clearing road widening
projectsandbuildingflāoversin
the hills andmountains espe-
ciallā since the flāover on the

Solan bā-pass near a four lane
tunnelhascollapsedinthepast.
Geologistshavealsowarnedthat
asimilar fatemaābe instore for
the same flāover in the
Kumarhatti beltnearDagshai.

However, in addition to the
Shimla flāover project, the
Himachal Pradesh government
has also initiated the tendering
processfortheconstructionofa
flāover at Garkhal on
Dharampur-Kasauli road. Prof
Arundeep Ahluwalia, former
HeadofGeologāDepartmentof
PanjabUniversitā,saidthatmak-
ing flāovers on hill slopes is
“unimaginable”.

“Commonsensewilltellanā-
one that these fat concrete pil-
lars are too heavā to be stable.
Suchflāoverswillsurelātumble
down.Thebasicprinciplesofsta-
bilitāofhill slopeswereignored
in the recent past bā thosewho
cut Himalaāas verticallā during
EĀpresswaās'makinginthepast
15āears in“thoughtlessunethi-
calhurrākillingecologā,natural
beautā and precious geo-her-
itage,”hesaid.

He added that geological
archives and liveswere lost due
to this blunder and if thismaā-
hem continues, everāthingwill
cometumblingdown.

TheKalka-Solanroadisāetto
fullā recover from the damage
caused bāwidespread rains in
August. Similarlā, the Kalka-
Shimla rail track is āet to be re-
storeddue to thedamage it suf-
fered and trains on this section
haveonlābeenrunningbetween
KalkaandKoti.

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR,SEPTEMBERū4

INWHATcouldbeseenasaminor
respite to stubble burning issue
and the resultant air pollution,
Punjabhas recordeda steepde-
clineinthenumberoffieldfiresas
the harvest season for the earlā
andshortervarietāofBasmatirice,
Pusa15ć9,hasbegun.

Onlāsevenfarmfireswerere-
portedinPunjabfromSeptember
15 toSeptember21 in stark con-
trast to the1ć6 fire incidents re-
portedduring thecorresponding
periodlastāear.Accordingtodata
fromthePunjabPollutionControl
Board, siĀ out of seven field fires
occurred inAmritsar,while one
wasreportedinHoshiarpur.

EĀpertssaāthatthoughPunjab
governmenthas takensignificant
measurestocurbstubbleburning,
thereal challenge liesaheaddur-
ing themainseasonneĀtmonth
whenPaddā (non-basmati) vari-
etiesareharvested.Theharvesting
of the Pusa 15ć9 varietā com-
mences inAmritsarat thebegin-
ningof September.After thehar-
vest, farmers in theMajharegion,
particularlā inAmritsarandTarn
Tarandistricts, shift tovegetable
cultivationbā the thirdweekof
September.Someofthevegetable
growersresorttostubbleburning
toprepare their fields forpotato
andMatar(greenpeas)crops.

Amritsarboasts a substantial
areaunderPusa15ć9basmaticul-
tivation, reportedall siĀ field fire
incidentsonSeptember16, ano-
tabledecrease fromtheprevious
āear's9ćduringthesameperiod.

Theprimarāpaddāharvesting
season inPunjabofficiallābegins
on October 1, with September
dedicated to the harvesting of
earlā Basmati varieties like Pusa
15ć9and1847.According toesti-
matesfromthePunjabAgriculture
Department (the final surveāoc-
curs after the Land Revenue
Department assessment in

October),32lakhhectaresareded-
icatedtoricecropsinthestatethis
āear, of which nearlā siĀ lakh
hectaresaredevotedtoBasmati.

KeāBasmati varieties suchas
Pusa1121,1718,15ć9,and1847are
sown in Punjab, of which onlā
Pusa15ć9and1847varieties are
harvested inSeptember, and the
remaining twoare harvested in
October.Thesetwovarietiesmake
uparound4ć%ofthetotalBasmati
cultivationarea.

Thegovernmenthas alreadā
distributed over 1.17 lakh Crop
ResidueManagement(CRM)ma-
chinesasoflastāear.Thisharvest-
ing season, anadditional 2ć,ććć
machineswill bedistributed, ca-
pableofmanagingnearlā1ćć%of
the state's rice area. However,
small, marginal, and semi-
mediumfarmersrequirefinancial
supporttooperatethesemachines
effectivelā.Ineverādistrict,officials
fromvariousdepartmentsareac-
tivelāinvolvedinstubble-burning
controleffortsthisāear.

ARs35ć-croreactionplanisin
place tocombat stubble-burning
incidents during thisKharif sea-
son. TheUniongovernmentwill
contributeRs21ćcrore,with the
stategovernmentcontributingRs
14ćcrore.Moreover, thegovern-
mentplanstosetup1,ćććCustom
HiringCentres (CHCs) to further
supportCRMefforts.

Punjabproducesover2ćmil-

liontonnesofpaddāstrawannu-
allā,with12milliontonnesbeing
managedthroughin-situandeĀ-
situmanagementmethods. This
āear, the government aims to
manageapproĀimatelā15million
tonnesofstubble, including11.5ć
million tonnes through eĀ-situ
management and 3.54million
tonnes through in-situmanage-
ment. In-situmanagement in-
volves incorporating stubble into
the soil using CRM machines,
while eĀ-situmanagement in-
volves collecting stubble from
fieldsandsupplāingittostubble-
basedindustries.

A senior agricultureofficer in
Doaba emphasised the impor-
tanceofbothfarmersandthegov-
ernmentplaāinga crucial role in
fire control. He highlighted the
needforgovernmentmonitoring
of individual farmers, especiallā
smallandmarginalones,toensure
machineusageandurgedfarmers
torefrainfromburningstubble,cit-
ing itsdetrimental effectsonhu-
manhealth,environment,soil,and
air qualitā. He also stressed that
thosewho can affordmachines
mustrefrainfromburningstubble,
whilethosewhocannotshouldre-
ceive support fromboth thegov-
ernment and the communitā
withinthevillage.Asit isacollec-
tiveworkofthesocietāandeverā-
oneshouldsupportincontrolling
thefires,hesaid.

Basmati harvesting begins
in Punjab, so do farm fires

OnlĀsevenfarmfireswerereported inPunjabfrom
September15toSeptember21 instarkcontrast to the1Ć6
reportedduringthecorrespondingperiod lastĀear. Express

Jalandhar: In theNorthernZonal
CouncilmeetingtobeinAmritsar
on Tuesdaā, the Punjab govern-
ment should insist on the imple-
mentationof APMC(agricultural

producemarket committee) law,
saidRavinderSinghCheema,pres-
ident of Cheema Arhtiāa
AssociationPunjab.

CheemasaidRDF,commission

of arhtiāas (commissionagents)
and labour charges on the pur-
chaseof foodgrains fromPunjab
mustbepaidtothestateasperthe
law.IntheagrarianstateofPunjab,

thelargestamountofgovernment
procurement is done for central
storage,which is themainstaāof
itseconomā,hesaidinarelease.

Sinceagriculturecomesunder

the state’s jurisdiction, asper the
law,theCentreshouldreleasethe
marketeĀpensesandfeesongrain
procurementwithoutanādeduc-
tion,Cheemasaid. ENS

‘Punjab govt must urge central authorities to implement APMC law’

Chandigarh:HarāanaMinister
Ranjit Singh Chautala has indi-
catedthatheisnotaversetocon-
testingthe2ć24LokSabhaelec-
tionsandmaātakethestepif the
BJP offers him a ticket. "Politics
is the art of thepossible," Ranjit
Chautala, an IndependentMLA
fromRania inSirsadistrict, said.

The state's power and jails
ministersaidwhenhewonfrom
theRaniaseatinthe2ć19assem-
blā elections, no one predicted
that the BJP would fall short of
themajoritāmarkandneedsup-
port to formthegovernment.

Ranjit Chautala said hewas
the first to offer unconditional
support to the BJP after it fell
short of amajoritā. In 2ć19, the
Jannaāak Janata Partā (JJP) and
IndependentseĀtendedsupport
to the BJP afterwhich it formed

the government in Harāana.
"When Iwon the election, I did
not know that I would have to
supporttheBJPtwohourslater...
Todaā, I have a certain comfort
levelwith the BJP and theā also
trustme a lot," Ranjit Chautala
said. "If theBJPoffers, I can con-
sider," he said about contesting
theLokSabhapolls.

Ranjit Chautala, however,
ruledoutcontestingthepollsas
an Independent.

"I want to state this clearlā
thatIcanfighttheVidhanSabha
(elections) as an Independent
but, in the Lok Sabha, therewill
beadirectfightbetweentheBJP
and theCongress (inHarāana),"
he said. The Harāanaminister
also indicatedhispreferencefor
Hisar if he is to contest the gen-
eral elections. PTI

Not averse to contesting 2024
LS polls: MLA Ranjit Chautala

Chandigarh:ThePunjabgovern-
ment will set up a compressed
biogas (CBG) project worth Rs
14ć crore in Hoshiarpur, New
and Renewable Energā Sources
Minister Aman Arora said on
Sundaā. The project, whichwill
come up at village Baroti in
Hoshiarpur,will have a total ca-
pacitā of over 2ć tonnes of CBG
perdaāanditislikelātobeoper-
ationalbāDecember2ć23,Arora
said inastatement.

Around4ćacresof landhave
been earmarked for the CBG
plantanditwillconsume49,35ć
metric tonnes of agricultural
residue, industrial andmunici-
palwasteannuallā.

Itwill alsoproduce91MTof
bio-manureperdaāasabāprod-
uct. Theprojectwill alsohelp in
creating emploāment opportu-
nitiesfor2ććpersonsdirectlāor
indirectlā,headded.PTI

Compressed biogas
project to come
up in Hoshiarpur

Chandigarh:Twodrugsmugglers
havebeenarrestedand12kgsof
heroinandRs19.3lakhcashwere
recoveredfromtheminajointop-
erationofthestatepoliceandthe
Border Securitā Force, Punjab
Police said on Sundaā. The nar-
coticswerebroughtfromPakistan
throughdrones,theāsaid.

Punjab Director General of
PoliceGauravYadav, inaposton
‘X', said, “Big blow to trans-bor-
dernarcoticnetwork:Gurdaspur
police and BSF, in a joint opera-
tion,have seiąed12kgof heroin
along with Rs 19.3 lakh drug
moneāfrom2smugglers.” PTI

12 kg heroin, `19L
seized, 2 arrested
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