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The three terrorists killed
in Operation Mahadev in
the Dachigam forests on
the outskirts of Kashmir on
Monday had carried out the
April 22 Pahalgam terrorist
attack that triggered the
armed conflict between In-
dia and Pakistan, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
announced in Parliament
on Tuesday.

Sharing minute details of
Operation Mahadev — ex-
ecuted jointly by the Indian
Army, CRPF and Jammu
and Kashmir police — dur-
ing his speech on Opera-
tion Sindoor in the Lok
Sabha, the Minister identi-
fied the slain terrorists as
Sulieman alias Faisal,
Jibran, and Afghani. Sulei-
man was an LeT com-
mander, and the two others
were A-grade terrorists,
and “our forces have evid-
ence of it,” the Minister
said.

At the same time, he con-
gratulated, on behalf of
Parliament and the nation,
the 4 Para, Special Forces

of the Indian Army, the
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), and the
Jammu and Kashmir Police
for successfully carrying
out the anti-terror
operation.

Shah o�ered behind-the-
scenes details of the opera-
tion carried out by the se-
curity forces and the NIA
to establish the identities
of the three terrorists. 

After they were killed,
four “assets” who knew
them were sent to physic-
ally identify the terrorists’
bodies.

BALLISTIC MATCH

The weapons’ profile, too,
provided authenticity to
the operations, he stated.

The weapons — one M9
American rifle and two
AK-47s — and ammuni-
tion recovered from their
possession were sent to the
Central Forensic Science
Laboratory in Chandigarh
through a special aircraft
last night at 12, the Home
Minister revealed.

Throughout the night at
the lab, six ballistic experts
analysed the recovered live
bullets against the empty
shells recovered from the
Pahalgam massacre site,
and both matched, Shah
stated.

Not just that, the seized
weapons were also fired to
doubly ensure the usage of
a combination of M9 and
AK-47 rifles for killing 26

tourists, he elaborated.
Waving a sheet of paper

in the Lower House, the
Minister said that at 4 am
this morning, he had re-
ceived a copy of the bal-
listic report stating that the
weapons and ammuni-
tion used by Sulieman,
Jibran and Afghani on April
22 in Pahalgam were the
same.

TERRORISTS’ PRESENCE

Shah stated that on July 22,
sensors intercepted the
presence of terrorists, who
earlier were reported to
have been carrying Chinese
communication equip-
ment, in the higher reaches
of Dachigam forested areas,
which was the place of the
brutal killing of innocent
people in Pahalgam.

That triggered a trail by
the security forces, which
cordoned o� the dense for-
ested areas to search for
the terrorists. And five hu-
man assets were also sent
to zero in on terrorists. Fi-
nally, the face-o� took
place between the security
forces and terrorists in
which Sulieman, Jibran and
Afghani were killed.

Earlier, on May 22, ac-
cording to the Minister, the
Intelligence Bureau re-
ceived information about
their presence in the
Daicham forests. Their
identity was revealed when
the NIA, after taking over
the case, examined 1,055
persons in 3,000 hours of
probe and arrested Parvez
Ahmad and Bashir Ahmad
on charges of sheltering the
terrorist killers, Shah said.

They told the investigat-
ors that on April 21 at 8 pm,
the trio, armed with M9
and AK-47 rifles, came to
Parvez’s house, had food
and took some and went
away.

Shah, in his speech, took
on the opposition for seek-
ing accountability on the
Pahalgam terror attack, and
squarely blamed Congress
for partition, which created
Pakistan. “Pakistan is Con-
gress’s mistake. If they had
not accepted partition,
there would have been no
Pakistan today,” Shah said
as he dug out historical de-
tails to flag failures by suc-
cessive Congress Prime
Ministers, beginning from
Jawaharlal Nehru.

Terrorists killed in Operation Mahadev
were behind Pahalgam attack: Amit Shah 
CONCERTED EFFORT. The trio was eliminated in a joint operation by the Indian Army, CRPF, and J&K Police 
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STRONG NARRATIVE. Union Home Minister Amit Shah
addressing the Lok Sabha on the Pahalgam terror attack and
Operation Sindoor PTI 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, for the first time on
Tuesday, countered US Presid-
ent Donald Trump’s claim on
brokering peace between India
and Pakistan by asserting that
“no leader of any country
asked Bharat to stop the
operation.”

Modi’s clarification came
following the Leader of Oppos-
ition Rahul Gandhi’s dare to re-
but Trump’s oft-repeated
claim about engineering a
truce between India and
Pakistan after Operation Sin-
door started.

In his hour-and-forty-
minute-long reply to the de-
bate on Operation Sindoor in
the Lok Sabha, the PM,
without naming the US Presid-
ent, asserted that no country in
the world stopped India from
taking action in its defence
against terrorism.

Modi recalled a conversa-
tion on May 9 —while Opera-
tion Sindoor was underway—
with US Vice President JD
Vance. “On May 9, the US Vice
President tried calling me for
hours, but I was busy with a
meeting with the armed forces.
Later, when I returned the call,
the Vice President warned me
that Pakistan is going for a big

strike. My reply to him was
that, if Pakistan has that inten-
tion, then it will invite heavy
costs,” Modi said before the
House. “I told him, goli ka
jawab gole se denge (we will re-
spond to bullets with shells),”
he stated.

MODI SLAMS CONG

The PM’s response came at the
end of a 16-hour-long debate
during which the Opposition
pressed him to respond to
Trump’s claims. Rahul Gandhi
said that if Modi had “even 50
per cent of the courage which
former PM Indira Gandhi had,
he would give a public rebuttal
to Trump, who has said more
than 26 times that he engin-
eered a ceasefire between In-
dia and Pakistan.”

The PM accused Congress
of speaking the language of
Pakistan since the beginning,
from the surgical strike to the
Balakot air strike and now in

Operation Sindoor. “Congress
gave a ‘clean chit’ to Pakistan,”
Modi stated.

He also said India called out
Pakistan’s nuclear threat and
showed the world that “we will
not bow down to nuclear black-
mail.” “Our operations range
from Sindoor to Sindhu (Indus
Waters Treaty)... Pakistan
knows they have to pay a huge
price for any misadventure.
Terror attacks were launched
earlier, and the masterminds of
the attacks knew nothing
would happen, but now they
know India will come for
them.”

Rahul Gandhi said that Modi
was using the armed forces to
protect his image after the Pa-
halgam attack. “The nation is
above your politics, your image
and your PR... Do not sacrifice
the nation and armed forces
for your political interests,”
the Congress leader said in the
Lok Sabha.
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No leader asked Bharat to stop
Op Sindoor: PM in Lok Sabha

TOUGH TALK. Prime Minister Narendra Modi replying to the
debate on Operation Sindoor in the Lok Sabha ANI

Singapore is ready to collab-
orate with Andhra Pradesh
on development projects, in-
cluding the greenfield capital
city project of Amaravati.

This was announced by
Tan See Leng, Singapore’s
Minister for Manpower and
Second Minister for Trade
and Industry, after meeting
with Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu in
Singapore on Tuesday. 

Telugu Desam Party, dur-
ing its 2014-19 stint in
power, had collaborated with
Singapore. However, sub-
sequently when YS Jagan
Reddy’s YSR Congress Party
came to power the projects
were put on the back burner.
With the TDP back in the
saddle, Amaravati is back on
track.

Singapore is fully pre-
pared to partner in the devel-
opment of Andhra Pradesh
and its capital city, Amara-
vati, Tan said in a social me-
dia post. Singapore espe-
cially keen on a range of
sectors including infrastruc-
ture, agriculture, food pro-
cessing, and renewable en-
ergy as promising sectors for
investment, he said.

Tan noted that Singapore-
based companies, such as
Food Empire and EverVolt,
are already exploring invest-
ment opportunities in the re-

gion. His discussions with
Naidu had touched upon key
areas, including ports, green
energy, digital technology,
and skill development for
possible collaboration, he
added. 

Recalling Naidu’s previ-
ous tenure, Tan stated that
his country had played an
active role in the early stages
of Amaravati’s development,
contributing to the master
plan and providing construc-
tion support. Singapore
firms had even won tenders

under the Swiss Challenge
method to develop a start-up
area within the capital. 

Now, with renewed dia-
logue underway, Tan con-
firmed that discussions on
developmental collaboration
had resumed, he said. 

Chief Minister Naidu said
in a statement that Minister
Tan had laid a strong founda-
tion for renewed collabora-
tion between Andhra Pra-
desh and Singapore in key
sectors. 
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Singapore to rejoin
Amaravati project

The Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment has signed an agree-
ment with video-sharing plat-
form  YouTube and Tezaract
USA Inc to establish a Creator
Academy in the State. 

This partnership aims to
build skills and boost growth
in Andhra Pradesh’s digital in-
dustry, helping the country
become a global leader in
creativity.

The agreement was signed
during the visit of a high-level
delegation, led by Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu,
to Singapore.

YouTube, Tezaract
to set up CoE in AP
to develop content 
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