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Saurabh Malik

Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, February 4
In a relief to rice mill owners
in Kaithal, the Punjab and
Haryana High Court has
stayed a series of interim
orders passed by the Haryana
Human Rights Commission
over alleged pollution caused
by shellers after observing
that the panel’s powers were
recommendatory.

“The Protection of Human
Rights Act of 1993 reveals
that powers vested in the
Commission are only recom-
mendatory. The Commission
cannot act as a court. It is for
the state government to take
a decision as to whether to
accept a recommendation

made by the Commission or
not and thereafter issue any
particular Direction,” the
Bench of Chief Justice Sheel
Nagu and Justice Sanjiv
Berry asserted.

Appearing before the Bench,
senior advocate Vikas Cha-
trath, along with counsel Preet
Agroa, Tarun Seth and Pawan-
deep Singh argued on the peti-
tioners’ behalf that the Com-
mission’s role was limited to
making recommendations,
not issuing directions.

“The principal argument of
learned Senior Counsel on
behalf of petitioners is that
the Haryana Human Rights
Commission, Chandigarh,
has issued directions, where-
as, Protection of Human

Rights Act, 1993, does not
confer any such power upon
the Commission,” the Bench
observed.

The petitioners were seek-
ing the quashing of the com-
plaint, the impugned pro-
ceedings and the interim
orders, besides a restraint on
the Commission from pro-
ceeding further in the matter.
The petitioners argued that
the Commission had gone
beyond its statutory limit by
issuing repeated directions
for inspections and for calling

reports, even though it lacked
the power to pass binding
orders.

It was contended that the
complaint essentially related
to issues of pollution gov-
erned by specialised environ-
mental laws, including the
Water (Prevention and Con-
trol of Pollution) Act, the Air
(Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act and the Envi-
ronment (Protection) Act.
Such issues, the counsel
argued, fell squarely within
the domain of authorities
constituted under these
statutes and could not be
“artificially elevated” into a
human rights dispute.

Unless a clear nexus was
established showing a viola-

tion of human rights attributa-
ble to state action or inaction,
the dispute could not be
brought within the jurisdiction
of the Human Rights Commis-
sion, the petitioners submit-
ted, adding that environmen-
tal regulatory issues could not
be converted into human
rights complaints by default.

Taking up the petition,
Bench also put the state on
notice. It will now adjudicate
the important question that
affects traders, other citi-
zens and authorities alike –
“Can a Human Rights Com-
mission act like a court and
issue enforceable orders?”
The matter will now come
up for further hearing on
March 17.

HC stays Human Rights Commission
orders against Kaithal rice shellers

Says Commission’s
powers are only

recommendatory

Sumedha Sharma

Tribune News Service

Gurugram, February 4
As Haryana prepares to pres-
ent its Budget for 2026-27,
environmental groups have
sought a special fiscal pack-
age for the conservation of
the Aravalli range, terming it
one of the most pressing
environmental challenges
facing the state.

Environmentalists from six
districts where the Aravalli
hills are spread have urged
the government to announce
a dedicated budgetary pack-
age to arrest the rapid degra-
dation of the forest, check
mining and address long-
pending protection gaps.
They have also criticised the
government’s claim of hold-
ing consultations with all sec-
tions for pre-Budget sugges-
tions, alleging that
environmental stakeholders
were largely ignored.

“Aravalli is one of the key
issues ailing Haryana and
the state needs to take it up
in its budget. The forest is
endangered and protection
remains a confused issue.
Promises made 10 years ago
remain shelved even though
we have the same forest min-
ister. The Chief Minister has
met all sections but did not
care to meet environmental-
ists to understand their con-
cerns or issues. Haryana is in
the red zone when it comes to
environment and we need
special fiscal attention to
Aravalli protection,” the
Aravali Bachao Trust said in
a communication to the
Chief Minister.

The greens have demanded
the constitution of a dedicat-
ed Aravalli Task Force to curb
deforestation, illegal mining
and encroachments. They

have also sought a revamp of
the forest department, citing
acute shortages of staff and
funds. Special budgetary
support has been sought for
core ecological zones such as
Mangar Bani, which is home
to pre-historic relics and
ancient cave paintings.

Among other demands are
the restoration and revival of
lost water bodies and
aquifers, protection of
wildlife — especially leopards
— and the creation of special
conservation bodies backed
by enforcement wings to pre-
vent further degradation of
the fragile ecosystem.

The issue has also found
support at the political level.
Local MP and Union Minister
Rao Inderjit Singh recently
raised similar concerns in a
pre-Budget letter to the Chief
Minister. Referring to the

“deepening public concern”
in south Haryana over envi-
ronmental degradation,
Singh warned that builders
were eyeing the ecologically
sensitive Aravalli region.

In his letter, the Union Min-
ister underlined that the
Aravallis act as a natural
shield for the region, playing
a critical role in groundwater
recharge, climate moderation
and air quality. He cautioned
that continued neglect could
have long-term conse-
quences for both ecology and
livelihoods. The letter also
noted that decades of mining
and illegal construction have
severely damaged the Araval-
li ranges, and said recent
Supreme Court orders on
Aravalli boundaries have led
to confusion among residents
over what areas are protected
and what are not.

Greens seek spl package for
Aravalli protection in Budget 
Illegal mining, forest loss cited as key concerns

Six districts of the state share boundary with the Aravallis. FILE

WHAT ENVIRONMENTALISTS DEMAND
■ Constitution of an Aravalli Task Force and anti-mining,

anti-encroachment force
■ Package for leopard conservation, habitat restoration
■ Revamp of the forest department
■ Revival package for lost water bodies and aquifers
■ Protection of pre-historic relics and cave paintings
■ Setting up of an Aravalli awareness centre and museum

Sumedha Sharma

Tribune News Service

Faridabad, February 4
Calling Faridabad the “future of
New Haryana”, state minister
and local MLA Vipul Goel has
sought Gurugram-like patron-
age and opportunities for the
city in his pre-Budget expecta-
tions submitted to Chief Minis-
ter Nayab Singh Saini.

Highlighting what he
described as Faridabad’s
untapped strategic potential,
Goel said the city had long suf-
fered from neglect despite
being one of Haryana’s earli-
est industrial hubs. He urged
the government to give Farid-
abad the same level of atten-
tion, investment and policy
support that transformed
Gurugram into a global city.

“Faridabad gave Haryana its
much-needed industrial revo-
lution way before Gurugram.
Sadly, successive governments
gave it step-motherly treat-
ment for decades, reducing it to
Gurugram’s sidekick. With the
current government, the city’s
potential has revived and it is
high time it is harnessed. If
Faridabad gets the same atten-
tion, same affection and oppor-
tunities like Gurugram, we will
have an unparalleled interna-
tional city,” Goel said.

Though the minister
declined to share the detailed
pre-Budget memorandum,
documents accessed by ‘The
Tribune’ indicate that Farid-
abad’s proximity and better
connectivity to the upcoming
Jewar airport has been high-
lighted as a key advantage.
The city has been pitched as
an ideal location for develop-
ing logistics hub and freight
corridors, potentially outpac-
ing Gurugram on this front.

Referring to an internal sur-
vey conducted with local
industrialists and resident wel-
fare associations (RWAs), the
demand note calls for a gradual

shift in focus from traditional
manufacturing to service, IT
and recreational industries. It
also seeks a dedicated budget
to develop the Yamuna river-
front into a tourist destination,
along with special allocations
for the conservation and devel-
opment of local heritage sites
and picnic spots.

RWAs have reportedly
demanded a special civic
budget to streamline and
decentralise waste manage-
ment. At present, most of
Faridabad’s waste is transport-
ed to the Bandhwari landfill in
Gurugram, contributing to the
growing waste mound there.
Residents have also sought
additional funds for road
repairs, resolution of chronic
waterlogging issues and
expansion of educational
infrastructure.

“We are not confined to
industry alone. The existing
educational institutions in
Faridabad are thriving and we
are fertile ground for more. We
have huge potential to emerge
as a tourist spot or a weekend
destination, with 40-minute
connectivity to both Guru-
gram and Noida. This time,
apart from conventional
demands, Faridabad seeks fis-
cal support to start a new chap-
ter of becoming the cosmopol-
itan city that Gurugram is,”
Goel added.

F’bad seeks G’gram-like
patronage in Budget 

WHAT IT WANTS
■ Dedicated mobility and

transport package
■ Fiscal support for logistics

hubs and freight corridors
■ Package for development &

Yamuna front conservation 
■ Funds to streamline &

decentralise waste mgmt 
■ Support for road repairs

and flood mitigation
■ Announcement of new

institutes and hospitals

Tribune News Service

Kurukshetra, February 4
Following the instructions
from Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini, the Directorate
of Elementary Education
on Wednesday suspended a
teacher posted at Govern-
ment Senior Secondary
School, Kanipla, for alleged
misconduct with a Class VII
girl student.

During the Jan Samvad
held at Ladwa, the family of
the victim complained to
the CM that their daughter,
a Class VII student, had
been subjected to miscon-
duct by teacher Sameer
Kaushik. On December 19,
a case was registered
against Kaushik under the
POCSO Act and the SC/ST
Act. Though the teacher
was arrested, he was 
not suspended. 

Around 225 complaints
related to the police, pen-

sions, water supply, power,
drainage, correction in
Family IDs, financial aid
were heard.

The CM expressed unhap-
piness and reprimanded
officials and employees

who showed negligence in
resolving the issues. 

Saini said action would
be taken against those offi-
cials who force the com-
plainants to make repeated
rounds to get their issues

resolved. He also issued
directions to take action
against an officer of the
Forest Department who
allegedly pressurised an
employee to sign fake bills.
In his complaint, Gurmeet
informed the CM that the
Forest Department officer
had been pressuring him
to sign fake bills, and when
he refused, he was threat-
ened with action.

Saini also directed the
Kurukshetra Deputy Com-
missioner to investigate the
allegations of corruption in
the solar light installation
project following a com-
plaint from a resident of
Kalal Majra village.

He further directed the
DC to investigate the mat-
ter of non-payment of diet
money to players of the Tat-
ki nursery.

The CM also issued
directions in cases related
to the police and power

departments and provid-
ing financial assistance for
marriage of a girl belong-
ing to economically weak-
er family.

Saini said colonies fulfill-
ing eligibility criteria would
soon be regularised. After
regularisation, these
colonies would be provided
with all basic facilities. He
added that complaints
regarding pension were
being resolved at the
departmental level.

The CM announced Rs 21
lakh for development
works at Khairi village, Rs
70 lakh for a drinking water
pipeline and construction
of the village’s outer
perimeter. 

He said Rs 807 crore had
been spent on development
works in the Ladwa Assem-
bly segment in the past 11
years, while only Rs 310
crore was spent during the
Congress tenure. 

CM reprimands officials for not resolving plaints
Teacher suspended for misconduct with girl student | Initiates action against Forest Dept officer

CM Nayab Singh Saini at Khairi village in Ladwa on Wednesday.
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Chandigarh, February 4
No less than 108 newly induct-
ed judicial officers are set to
render their service in the state. 

Their induction comes at a
time when Haryana is grap-
pling with over 15.26 lakh pend-
ing cases, including 11,00,725
criminal matters directly
involving life and liberty.

The officers will take charge
as they formally complete
their one-year induction train-
ing programme at the Chandi-
garh Judicial Academy on
February 7. The event, mark-

ing their movement from
training halls to the court-
rooms, will be held at the Judi-
cial Academy auditorium. 

Justice Rajesh Bindal and
Justice Augustine George
Masih, Judges of the Supreme
Court of India, are scheduled
to attend the function.

It will be presided over by
Justice Ashwani Kumar
Mishra of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, in the

108 judicial officers set to take charge 
State grappling with

15.26L pending cases 

presence of Justice Harsimran
Singh Sethi, Judge-cum-Pres-
ident of the academy’s Board
of Governors. 

The judicial academy func-
tions under the patronage of
Chief Justice Sheel Nagu,
Chief Justice of the Punjab
and Haryana High Court. The
Board of Governors compris-
es Justice Sethi as President,
along with Justice Anoop
Chitkara, Justice Suvir Seh-
gal, Justice Vinod S Bhardwaj
and Justice Jagmohan Bansal
of the Punjab and Haryana
High Court.

Information obtained from
the National Judicial Data
Grid shows that criminal cases
alone account for nearly three-
fourths of the total backlog,
underscoring the strain on the
justice delivery system.

The numerical representa-
tion is far from trivial, particu-
larly when considering the
human aspect of the matter.
The protracted legal battles,
enduring from one generation
to the next, exact a toll on the
individuals and families
involved. The prolonged
nature of these cases imposes a
substantial financial and emo-
tional burden on the parties.

Moreover, the protracted res-
olution of court cases can lead
to severe consequences, espe-
cially for those seeking com-
pensation, redress, or resolu-
tion in legal disputes. Matters
left unresolved contribute to a
burgeoning backlog in the
legal system, impeding its
overall efficiency. 
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