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  Invest in Your Children..!
Today’s the day of the career 

dad and mom! Both work, both 
sometimes earn equal salaries, and 
both spend long hours away from 
home.

“Why do you work such long 
hours?” I ask.

“Bob, I want my kids to have a 
better life than I did,” is the reply I 
get most oft en.

Let me tell you the story of a young 
lad called, ‘Johnny the weasel!’

Johnny is fifteen years old, the 
second youngest in a family of three. 
He grew up in a large urban area. 
Johnny is one of those kids who 
has a room for himself, and most of 
the things, money can buy, because 
there’s money enough to buy all he 
wants.

But at fourteen he was into 
housebreaking. As he was small 
and able to squeeze into small spaces 
the gang to which he belonged called 
him, ‘the Weasel!’

Next it was into drinking and then 
into the joy of  riding in stolen cars 

and soon he was well known to the 
juvenile court and was sent to the 
reformatory for six months. 

His mother and father took 
time off  from their busy schedules 
to attend the court hearings and 
pictures in the local papers showed 
them shocked and angry, “We 
gave him everything money could 
buy!” they exclaimed, “We’ve been 
working our backsides off  so that 
he and his siblings have everything! 
Why did he do this?”

A block away a new centre was 
opened by the authorities, it was 
designed for youngsters who were 
becoming hardened with crime, 
here, a team of professionals started 
studying Johnny, there was a nurse, 
a psychologist, a psychiatrist, a 
welfare officer, a house father, a 
house mother and so on.

They spend forty thousand 
pounds to keep him there. What 
they found was that if the father and 
mother had shared a little of the time 
they had for their jobs with Johnny, 

if they had been able to give him the 
love he was looking for, he wouldn’t 
have grown up with the feeling of 
rejection, trying to get acceptance 
from the gang of wrong company 
he’d walked into.

I see this happening more and 
more in our developing nation 
and in households where money 
becomes the main objective. 
Sometimes it could also be times 
spent at parties, instead of with your 
children, wining and dining rather 
than putting them to sleep with 
bedtime stories.

And then the chi ldren are 
compensated with toys, games, later 
fast cars and faster motorbikes and 
one night when they do something 
illegal, or parents fi nd they’re into 
drugs, they cry in disbelief, “How 
could they do this to us?”

Ask instead, “How could you have 
done this to them?”

Invest in your children, not your 
money, but your time..!

bobsbanter@gmail.com

The Bangladesh Cricket Board 
have appointed South African Russell 
Domingo as the head coach of the 
national team on a two-year contract. 
Domingo will arrive in the country on 
August 21 to take charge of the team, 
the BCB said in a release. He takes 
over from Steve Rhodes, who had his 
tenure cut short after Bangladesh failed 
to reach the heights they expected in 
the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 2019.  
Domingo, 44, has no experience 

playing first-class cricket, but gained 
a reputation as a coach from an early 
age. He has been at the helm of South 
Africa’s under 19 and senior teams, and 
was in charge when they reached the 
semi-finals of the ICC World T20 2014 
and the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 
2015. On the domestic front, he has 
coached South Africa’s Warriors side, 
also coaching them in the Champions 
League T20.

South African Domingo named 
Bangladesh head coach

 Madurai, Aug. 18:
Grandmas te r Bor i s 

Savchenko of Russia, 
grandmaster MR Venkatesh 
of PSPB and IM Sayntan 
Das of Kolkata rose to 
the top with 7.5 points 
each, at the end of the 
ninth and penultimate 
round of the Athens of 
the East 1st International 
G r a n dm a s t e r  o p e n 
tournament, organised by 
Ananthi Chess Academy 
at Poppys hotel Madurai. 
Pave l Smi rnov o f 

Russia, top seed Abhijeet 
Gupta of PSPB and the 
Ukraine grandmaster Adam 
Tukhaev are breathing at 
the leaders’ shoulders with 
seven points each.  
In the Vienna game 

between Boris and Pavel 
Smirnov, the former 
preferred to sacrifice his 
rook for a knight on the 
17th move, Though Pavel 
wanted to return the offer 
a few moves later, Boris 
did not accept it. Pavel 
moved his queen and rook 
into the dangerous seventh 
rank attacking Boris’ king, 
the latter made some bold 
ventures with his queen 
and bishop. Boris had 
the final laugh after 64 
moves.
The classical variation 

of the Benoni defence 
game between the top 
seed Abhijeet Gupta of 
PSPB and GM Rodrigo 
Vasquez Schroeder of 
Chile was cruising for 
a comfor table draw. 
Rodrigo committed a 
serious mistake, allowing 
Abhijeet’s pawn firmly 
rooted at f6 square, leading 
to a loss of rook or an 
unavoidable checkmate. 
Rodrigo resigned on the 
33rd move. 
Fortune swung in both 

directions in two games, 
one between GM MR 
Venkatesh of PSPB and 
IM Triapishko Alexandr 
of Russia and the other 
between GM Masoud 
Mosedeghpour of Iran and 
IM Sayantan Das of West 
Bengal. But, Venkatesh 
and Sayantan wriggled 
themselves out of the 
difficult situations to win 
their games. GM Adam 
Tukhaev of Ukraine also 
registered a comfortable 
win over GM Karthikeyan 

P of ICF. The wins 
helped them to have a 
glimpse at the title.
In the C category 

tournament for players 
below 1600 rating, R 
Jaivant of Tamil Nadu 
defeated the hitherto 
leader Mritunjay Kumar 
of Bihar to win the title 
and pocket a cash prize of 
one lakh rupees. Though 
both had nine points each 
to their credit, Jaivant was 
declared winner because 
of the direct encounter 
tiebreak. Grandmaster 
Deepan Chakkravarthy of 
ICF hailing from Madurai 
and international master 
P Shyaamnikhil were the 
chief guests for the prize 
distribution function.  

Final ranking – C 
Category: 
1 Jaivant R (TN)  9

2 Mrityunjay Kumar 
(BIH) 9
3 Nagasri Saikanth (AP) 
8.5
4 Emmanuel Thomas 
(KER) 8.5
5 Saketh B (AP) 8
6 Vishnu Ram M (TN) 8
7 Vangala Prashanth            
(AP) 8
8 Vishwanath Kannam 
(AP) 8
9 Prasath K R (TN)8
10   Arun R (TN) 8 

3 share lead in 
Open Chess tournament

Pune, Aug 18:                
India won the gold 

at the U12 Asian Team 
championship held in 
Kazakhstan. 
India defeated Chinese 

Taipei 2-1 in the summit 
clash to win the title, a 
media release issued here 
said on Saturday. 
The final was a tie 

of three matches -- 2 
singles and one doubles 
--  and India won both the 
singles matches while lost 
the doubles  encounter. 

The team comprised 
Manas Dhamme, Arnav 
Paprakar and Tamil 
Nadu’s Pranav Rethin. 
Manas and Rethin won 

their singles matches. 
Manas and Arnav, 

however, lost their doubles 
encounter. 12-year-old 
Manas remained unbeaten 
in the entire tournament. 
Manas and Arnav train 

at the Adar Poonawalla 
Maha r a sh t r a Tenn i s 
Academy under coach 
Aditya Madkekar.

India win gold at 
U-12 Tennis Asian 

Team championship

Chennai, Aug. 18:  
D e v  J a v i a  a n d 

Rashmikka Bhamidipaty 
won  the boys’ and 
girls’ title respectively 
in the 27th Adidas MCC 
National  junior Under-18 
clay court championship 
on Saturday.
In the valedic tory 

function, the prizes were 
given away by Vijay 
Sankar, Deputy Chairman, 
The Sanmar Group and 
K .Dh an a n j a y a  Da s , 
President, MCC
Due to overnight rain 

the finals was shifted to 
the SDAT Tennis Stadium 
in Chennai. 
In a final of two left 

handers in the Boys 
category seventeen year 

old Dev Javia the top 
seed from Gujarat proved 
to be too good for the 
unseeded sixteen year old 
Arjun Sriram who had 
won three rounds in the 
qualifying and five rounds 
in the main draw to reach 
this stage.  
Dev played with served 

and stroked on both flanks 
with great fluency to 
break Arjun in the second 
game and took 3-1 then 
a 5-3 lead. Dev while 
serving for the set in the 
ninth game hit good serve 
or a firm winner which 
was countered by  Arjun’s 
gritty returns and in the 
end Dev needed the fifth 
set point to close out the 
set 6-3. 

In the second set 
Dev was in full flow. 
A forehand down the 
line winner, a running 
forehand cross court 
passing shot followed by 
a double hand back hand 
down the line winner 
were a treat to watch. 
He ran up a 5-1 lead 

before Arjun held again 
to delay the inevitable 
outcome by a game. 
Dev finished the match 

wi th an ace which 
signified his winning 
dominance throughout 
the week and become 
a deserving National 
Champion.
On the adjacent Court 

in the Girls finals eighteen 
year old tall Rashmikka 

Shrivalli Bhamidipaty of 
Telengana was simply too 
powerful for the sixteen 
year old Reshma Maruri 
of Karnataka and won in 
three sets to be crowned 
the Girls National Clay 
Court Champion. 
Winners got  200                  

AITA ranking point and 
an adidas kit contract 
worth Rs.75000 while 
runners got 150 points, 
and a kit contract worth 
50,000. 

Results: Finals: Boys: 
Dev V Javia (GJ) [1] 
btArjun Sriram (KA)  
6-3, 6-2

Girls: R a s hm i k a a 
Shrivalli Bhamidipaty 
(TS) bt Reshma Maruri 
(KA) 7-6(3), 2-6, 6-1

Adidas-MCC National Junior U-18 Tennis 
Dev, Rashmikka emerge winners

New Delhi, Aug 18:                
Rio  Paralympics silver 

medallist Deepa Malik 
was on Saturday nominat-
ed for  the Rajiv Gandhi 
Khel Ratna, the country’s 
highest sporting honour,  
joining Asian and Com-
monwealth Games cham-
pion wrestler Bajrang 
Punia. 
The name of 48-year-

old Deepa, who won a 
silver in shot put F53  
category in 2016 Rio 
Paralympics, was added 
for the Khel Ratna by 
a  12-member selection 
committee on the sec-
ond day of the two-day 
meeting  here.  World 
No. 1 wrestler in 65kg, 
Bajrang was nominated 
for the prestigious award 
on Friday, by the panel 
headed by Justice (Retd) 
Mukundakam Sharma. 
Olympic bronze med-

allist boxer M C Mary 
Kom recused herself from  
the meeting to avoid 
conflict of interest as her 
personal coach  Chhotelal 
Yadav was in contention 
for Dronacharya Award.  
She attended the meeting, 
which nominated Bajrang 
for Khel Ratna on  Friday, 
but skipped the whole of 
second day’s proceedings. 
Deepa became the first 

Indian woman to win a 
medal at the  Paralympics 

when she bagged a silver 
in the shot put F53 cat-
egory (for  para-athletes 
who make seated throws 
and have full muscle 
power at their  shoulder, 
elbow and wrist in the 
throwing arm) at 2016 
Rio Paralympic  Games. 
She became paraplegic 

when a spinal tumour 
made walking impossible  
for her 17 years ago. She 
was previously honoured 
with the Arjuna Award 
in 2012 and Padma Shri 
in 2017. 
The committee also 

picked 19 sportspersons 
for the Arjuna Award,  
including the likes of 
cricketers Ravindra Jadeja 
and Poonam Yadav,  track 
and field stars Tejinder 
Pal Singh Toor, Moham-
med Anas and Swap-
na  Barman, footballer 
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu, 
hockey player Chinglen-
sana  Singh and shooter 
Anjum Moudgil.  
The panel also nomi-

nated three names for 
Dronacharya Award, in-
cluding former badminton 
star Vimal Kumar, and 
three for Dronacharya 
Award (lifetime caregory), 
including 2011 World Cup 
winning cricketer Gautam 
Gambhir’’s childhood 
coach Sanjay Bhardwaj. 
Five persons were nom-

Deepa joins Bajrang for Khel Ratna, 
cricketer Jadeja among 19 Arjuna awardees

Chennai boy Jaivant wins ‘C’ Category trophy

Chennai, Aug. 18:
A fine batting 

performance by opener 
S. Sriman who scored 
78 runs with the 
help of 12 fours, and 
medium pace bowling 
attack by V.Shamghazal 
(4 wickets for 37 runs) 
helped Chennai Public 
School, (Thirumazhisai) 
beat  Janet Mat. Hr. 
Secondary School 
(Thiruverkadu) by 104 
runs in the Sacred 
Heart’s State level U-16 

round robin cricket 
tournament played at  
Reddy Santhopuram 
Ground.

The Score: Chennai 
Public School (Thiru 
mazhisai) 221 for 7 
in 30 overs. (S.Sriman   
78, P.Kishan 39, 
Tamilselvan  3 for 
37) bt Janet Matr. Hr. 
Sec. School 117 in 
30 overs. (Karthick 
33, Suriyakumar 31,V.
Shamghazal 4 for 38, 
P.Kishan 3 for 19).

Sacred Heart’s U-16 cricket

Sriman, Shamghazal stars  in 
Chennai Public School win

S. Sriman Shamghazal 

Jaivant of Chennai won the C Category tournament.

Adidas-MCC National Junior U-18 Tennis singles winners Rashmikaa Shrivalli Bhamidipaty, Dev V Javia 
with Vijaysankar,  Deputy Chairman, The  Sanmar Group, K.Dhananjaya Das, President, MCC. 

inated for Dhyan Chand 
Award. 
List of sportspersons 

nominated for various 
awards. 

Khel Ratna: Bajrang 
Punia (wrestling), Deepa 
Malik (para-athletics) Ar-
juna Award:  Tajinder Pal 
Singh Toor (athletics), 
Mohammed Anas Ya-
hiya (athletics), S  Bhas-
karan (body building), 
Sonia Lather (boxing), 
Ravindra Jadeja  (cricket), 
Chinglensana Singh Kan-
gujam (hockey), Ajay 
Thakur (kabaddi),  Gaurav 
Singh Gill (motor sports), 
Pramod Bhagat (para 
sports-badminton),  Anjum 
Moudgil (shooting), Har-
meet Rajul Desai (table 
tennis), Pooja  Dhanda 
(wrestling), Fouaad Mir-
za (equestrian), Gurpreet 

Singh Sandhu  (football), 
Poonam Yadav (cricket), 
Swapna Burman (athlet-
ics), Sundar  Singh Gurjar 
(para sports-athletics), 
Bhamidipati Sai Pra-
neeth  (badminton), Sim-
ran Singh Shergill (polo). 
 Dronacharya Award 

(regular category): Vimal 
Kumar (badminton), Sand-
eep Gupta (table tennis), 
Mohinder Singh Dhillon 
(athletics) Dronacharya 
Award (lifetime category): 
Mezban Patel (hockey), 
Rambir Singh Khokar 
(kabaddi), Sanjay Bhard-
waj (cricket). 
 Dhyan Chand Award: 

Manuel Fredricks  (hock-
ey), Arup Basak (ta-
ble tennis), Manoj Ku-
mar (wrestling), Nitten  
Kirrtane (tennis), C Lal-
remsanga (archery).

“We have been very impressed with 
his passion and coaching philosophy. He 
has a clear idea of what is required to 
take the team forward,” BCB president 
Nazmul Hassan said in a statement.
“It is a massive honour to be 

appointed the Head Coach of the 
Bangladesh National Cricket Team. I 
have followed Bangladesh’s progress 
with keen interest and I am extremely 
excited to assist the team in reaching 
the goals that they are capable of. I 

look forward to continuing the ongoing 
development of current players whilst 
also looking towards the future and 
developing some new bright stars from 
within the talent pool of Bangladesh 
cricket,” he said. He will head a 
coaching team that includes batting 
coach Neil McKenzie and bowling 
coach Charl Langeveldt, both of whom 
were given a contract extension after 
the ODI series in Sri Lanka last month. 
Daniel Vettori has also been roped 
in as the spin bowling coach of the 
side. Incidentally, both Langeveldt and 
McKenzie were part of Domingo’s 
support staff during his time with the 
South African team between 2013 and 
2017.He is set to take over the role 
ahead of the Bangladesh’s one-off Test 
against Afghanistan, which begins on 
September 5 in Chattogram. Right after 
that, Bangladesh will host Afghanistan 
and Zimbabwe in a T20I tri-series. 


