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‘War in Europe did not
cause global inflation’

WhatdoyoumakeoftheG20
summitbeingheldinIndia
againstthebackdropofthe
geopoliticalclimate?
India’sG20presidencyhasbeen
extraordinary.Wesupportall
prioritiesputforwardbyIndia,
includingadvancementon
sustainabledevelopmentgoals,
digitalisation,andrestoringworld
tradeandgrowth.Thesearesimilar
toRussia’sownprioritiesand
proposals.

Inthefinanceandforeign
ministers’meetings,therewere
disagreementsonthelanguage
overtheparagraphscriticisingthe
war.Asnegotiationsheadtowards
thefinalLeaders’Statementin
September,howdoyouseethe
situationevolving?
ThesituationinUkraineisnotthe
sameasbefore.Therearealotof
partiesinthebattlefield.Themajor
problemisourG7colleagues.They
donotacceptthesituationand
makefalsestatements,whichleads
toworkgettingstuckintheG20.
SincetheBalideclaration,the
situationhassignificantly
changed.Wecannolongerreferto
whatwasagreeduponinBali.

SincetheG20isaforumforthe
globaleconomy,therehavebeen
discussionsontheimpactofthe
war.
Wehavediscussedtheimpacton
theglobaleconomicsituation.And
inthisregard,thesituationhasn’t
changed.Itisnottheconflictthat
provokedhighinflationinwestern
countriesandtheriseinpricesof
foodandenergy.Wenoticethatthe
peakinpriceshappenedinthe
middleof2021.EventheFoodand
AgricultureOrganizationsays
pricesnowareatthesamelevelsas
theywereinthebeginningof2021.

Theconflictisnotimpactingfood
andenergyprices.Whatiscritical
isthedisruptioninglobalvalue
chainsandglobaltrade,which
happenedafterthepandemic
came,andwasexacerbatedbythe
macroeconomicand
fiscalpoliciesofthe
majoreconomies.Now
theyaretryingtoputthe
blameontheconflictin
Ukraine.

Theworldfaces
muchbroader
challenges.Weface
climatechange,andslowprogress
insustainabledevelopmentgoals.
Wehavehighdebtinmany
developingcountries.Thoseare
themainchallengestheG20
shoulddiscuss.

WhatroledocountrieslikeIndia
haveasmediators?
IverymuchhopethatIndiaor
Chinadoesnothaveanyrolein
thewarbecausetheyarenotparty
totheconflict.Theyactas

mediatorsandaregood
friendsofRussia.Weare
gratefultoIndiafor
havingsuchprofound
cooperationwithRussia
andactingasatrueand
balancedpresidentof
theG20.Wealsohopeto
expandcooperation

withIndia.
WeexpectPresidentVladimir

PutincomestotheG20summit. It
isnotyetdecided.These
opportunitiesarebeingregarded
asserious.

Whatwerethediscussionsyou
hadinyourbilateralwiththe
Indiansherpa?
Wehaveestablishedgoodrelations
withAmitabhKant(theIndian
sherpa).Wealwayshaveconsul-
tationswithIndiaonthemargins
ofG20events.Ourmeetingwas
dedicatedtodiscussinghowwe
approachmanycriticalissuesat
theSherpameet,andwhatcanbe
thewayforward.Wediscussed
howG20leaderscanproducea
communiquéinsteadofachair
statement.Wewillcommunicate
withallpartnersontheG20agenda
andonnotputtingtheentire
emphasisongeopolitics,whichis
notthemandateoftheG20.

WhatwouldmakeRussiaand
ChinaagreewithotherG20
nations?Doyouwantacomplete
removalofparagraphs3and4of
theBalideclaration?
Whatwillbeinthecommuniqué
(DelhiDeclaration)willbedecided
closertotheLeaders’Summit.
Rightnowtheideaistofocuson
themainmandate.Aslongasour
G7colleagueskeepbringingup
issuesthatarenotthemandateof
theG20,wewillnotbeabletodo
ourjobsandwon’tbeableto
providecommuniquésinsteadof
chairsummaries.

WeretheretalksonIndia’sdigital
publicinfrastructure?
WehaveseenIndia’sexcellencein
termsofdigitalpublic
infrastructureandasimilar
initiativeisunderwayinRussiato
makethelivesofourpeopleeasier
andmorecomfortable.

Isthereaplantobringingreater
interoperabilitybetweenthetwo
digitalpaymentssystems?
Yes,Ihopeourdigitalpayments
systemsareinteroperable.Our
tradegrows.Itismuchmore
comfortableforIndiaandRussiato
usenationalcurrenciestoexpand
payments.Ihopeconversations
underwaybetweenouragencies
willprovideresultssoon.

SVETLANA LUKASH
Russian G20 Sherpa

Negotiationsonleaders’
statementbeginstoday
ARUP ROYCHOUDHURY
Kumarakom, 31 March

On thepenultimatedayof theG20
Sherpa Meeting on Saturday, the
representativesof theparticipating
countries will kick-start negotia-
tions on the joint state-
ment that the leaders will
endorse later this year in
September.

“The first session of
the daywill be on theway forward
for G20 outcome documents and
negotiating the Leaders’ state-
ment. Talkswill beginonwhat the
themes will be, the number of
paragraphs, sub-themes, etc,” a top
official told reporters on the side-
lines of the G20 Sherpas meeting
in Kumarakom.

Thesediscussionswill of course
continue into future meetings
leading up to the Summit

Statement.
Indian officials hope that the

country’s presidency will be
marked by a Summit Statement
which is endorsed and backed by
all nations, including the
G7 nations and Russia

and China.
There have

beendifferences
between the two
groupings over

the languageused tocrit-
icise Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

This is the reason the
meetings of Finance
Ministers and Central Bank
Governors (FMCBG) and the
Foreign Ministers Meeting (FMM)
issued chair summaries and not a
joint communiqué.

The third and fourth para-
graphs of the chair summaries of

FMCBGandFMMcriticize thewar
in Ukraine and have been largely
unchanged from the Bali Leaders
Declaration of November 2022,
whichwasdecideduponby theG-

20Heads of States.
On Friday, the

Sherpas attended two
sessions.

The first session
was on technological
transformation. It
focused on the pro-
gress achieved by
India and other G20
members in digital
economy, health, edu-

cation, tourism and culture.
The second session was on

accelerated inclusive and resilient
growth and women led develop-
ment. There were also a number
of bilateral meetings among all
nations.

Russia is hoping for closer interoperability with the digital payments systems of India because they are more convenient
for the countries to expand payments in their local currencies instead of the dollar, says the country’s sherpa,
SVETLANA LUKASH. In an interview with Arup Roychoudhury, Lukash points out that unless the G7 nations stop bringing
attention to issues that have nothing to do with the G20, it will be difficult to reach an agreement on the final Leaders’
Declaration towards the end of the year. She also says the war has nothing to do with global food and energy prices,
adding that India has been a balanced and fair G20 president. Edited excerpts:

AttheG20Sherpameetinginthe
scenicKumarakom,aplush
houseboatwassetasidefor
representativesoftheheadsof
statestoengageinbilateral
talks,awayfromthemain
venue.Thishouseboatwasalso
usedattheendoftheday’swork
toengageinwhatisknownas
‘sofatalks’ (organisers’word,not
reporter’s).Essentially,allG20
Sherpasgotontothehouseboat,
withoutaides,delegatesor
media,andjustwentsailing.

TheideawastoletSherpas
moveawayfromtheofficials,
legal languageusedinthese
meetings, theprepared
statementsandtheagenda
talkingpoints,andforthemto
justdroptheirguardandtalk
amongthemselves.Ofcourse,
discussionswereinformaland
confidential.Guessthefateof
theFreeWorldisbeingdecided
inahouseboat inthebackwaters
ofKerala. ARUP ROYCHOUDHURY

Cuisine,cultureandcrafts.That is
howaseniorofficialdescribed
India’splantodisplayitsheritage
asG20President.Likeeveryother
venue,thiswastheplanbeing
followedatKumarakom,too.The
foodonofferwasproperKerala
cuisine.OnamSadhyaisalsobeing
plannedforthedignitaries.Onthe

culturefront,Kathakalior
MohiniyattamorThayyam—anci-
entmartialartofKaralipayattu—
theBoatRaceandtheprocession
oftempleelephantsknownas
ThrissurPooramarescheduled.
Thedelegatescouldtaketheirpick
fromproductsoftheCoirBoard,
traditionaltextiles&handicrafts.

SIDELIGHTS.

The2ndmeetingofG20Sherpas is underwayagainst thebackdropof
the idyllic backwaters ofKumarakom inKerala PHOTO: ARUP ROYCHOUDHURY

Boat diplomacy

The three ‘Cs’

IVERYMUCH
HOPETHAT
INDIAOR
CHINADONOT
HAVEANY
ROLEINTHE
WAR,
BECAUSETHEY
ARENOTPARTY
TOTHE
CONFLICT.
THEYACTAS
MEDIATORS
ANDARE
GOODFRIENDS
OFRUSSIA

Indian officials
hope that the
presidency
will be marked
by a Summit
Statement
which is
endorsed and
backed by all
nations
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